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Hands on tiiefotnrer Mr l^nont and *e traditional scuffed red despatch case that bdd the Budget secrets not only for 1993/94 but also for many years to come 


By Philip Webster ' 

AND ANATOM: KaHETSKY 


The Chancellor declared the bit 


NORMAN Lamont yesterday 
presented Britain with the 
prospect of. three years: of 
sharply rising taxes as-he. 
delivered a rnakeHrc-breaJc 
Budget that startled MPs by 
its boldness and toughness/.. .• 
Within minutes of sitting 
down after hfc. Hl-minute 
speech, he had received- a 
strong endorsement' from 
John Msgor. Heappearedto 
have strengthened his ^pos¬ 
ition. but - doubts remained 
over his long-term future. 


lax Increases for more than a d< 



regarded as having Etfle alter-' 
native if he was to-satisfy the 
markets-that he was deter- 
—mined to' keep a tight gnp on 
inflation and hold down inter¬ 
est rates. - - 

Zn- an unprecedented and 
audacious move, Mr Lament 

___ effectively announced three 

From rtext war, value-add- — budgets in one, committing \ versial move was to announce 
ed tax is to be imposed forthe himsdf or his successor tothat domestic fad would be 
* ' J - = “- swingeing- rises from next 


much of what the Conserva¬ 
tive party had come to stand 
for in' the past 14 years, 
difficult to stomach. Several 
MPs. said Mr- Lament had 
shown considerable nerve in 
effectively lying, the hands of 
his successor. 

- Mr Lament's most contro- 


the Channel tunnel to St 
Pancras and Heathrow to 
central London raft links are to 
go ahead. 

Mr Larmont has dearly 
gambled that the certainty of 
increases in the tax burden 
over the next three years will 
not stifle the recovery at birth. 
But he was regarded by feDow 
ministers as having little alter¬ 
native. Had henot announced 
his plans for curbing die 
deficit, in fixture years, there 
would have been continuing 
speculation that amid have 
severely damaged the pros¬ 
pects of industry. The positive 


first time on gas and dectricdy 
bills, mortgage Interest relief is 
to.be cat from 25 per cent to 
20 per cent and national 
insurance contributions are to.. 
rise by 1 percentage point as 
fre government atis to art the 
soaring budget deficit, expect¬ 
ed to reads £50 billion in the 
coming yean 

The Chancellor desafoed 
the Budget' as having two 
main aims: to support the 
recovery and to stjueeze public 
borrowing, and he tackled his . 
twin objectiveS by annooncmg . 
only modest tax increases for 
this year, hoklitig back fais 
most painful medicine for the 
following^ two years. He was 
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year, by which time he hopes 
the recovery will be well under 
way—he bdieves growth may 
rise to 3jper cent in. the. first 
half of 1994. .’ 

John Major took the unusu¬ 
al step of issuing a statement 
saying: “Ifs tKe right Budget 
at the right time from the right 
Chancdtar."! But - it was 
stressed last night-by senior 
government sources that the 
remarks were not meant to 
prejudge any cabinet reshuffle 
in the summer. 

Mr Lainont said it was. a 
Budget far sustained recovery 
and jobs “right through the 
decade.” Bui John Smith ac¬ 
cused die government of a 
“shameful betrayal*’ of die 
pubBc at the general election 
in April and Mr Major of 
deceit over -the decision to 
impose VAT on. fud and' 
power '. . • .... _ 

Mr Lainont was gven a 
warm reception when he ap¬ 
peared • - before . the -Toty 
backbench finance'committee 
last night' but his package 
received a generally mated 
reaction from - Conservative 
MPs. While son* praised bis 
cuttrage, others Found the 


raise taxes, in contravention of 


liable fo VAT from April next 
year. It wffl be levied at 3 per 
cent in 1994, and soar to 17.5 
per cent the fafl owing year. 
The •' imposition provoked 
widespread condemnation, 
but Conservative officials justi¬ 
fied the move on the grounds 
that conditions had changed 
since the election. 

Mi Lament eased the suf¬ 
fering by announcing two 
further steps towards the 
achievement of a blanket 20p 
standard rate of income tax, 
help for the long-term unem¬ 
ployed and small businesses, 
and action to boost the con¬ 
struction industiy. The 20p 
band introduced last year is to 
be increased by E500 to £2,500 
this year, and to £3,000 next 
He also halved the number of 
‘ people liable to pay stamp 
ditty on house sales by dou¬ 
bling the threshold to 
£60,000. 

Gillian Shephard, the em¬ 
ployment secretary, secured a 
E230 million, package from 
Mr Lanxmt lor vocational 
courses for 30,000 long-term 
unemployed and a. new action 
programme tb allow 60,000 
to do part-time work, in local 
communities. The, building 
indusny wfllbe boasted'by Mr 
Lament's confirmation that 
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reaction to President Ctimon’s 
plans to control the American 
budget deficit apparently en¬ 
couraged Mr Lainont and Mr 
Major to go further than they 
had at one time planned. 

He announced that the 
Continued on page 2, col 5 
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Cries of anguish 
greet 8% VAT 
on domestic fuel 


By Nicholas Wood and Jamie Dettmer 


THE Chancellor was under 
fire last night from Labour 
and from some of his own 
supporters over his swingeing 
new tax on domestic gas and 
electricity bills. 

His announcement that 
VAT would be extended to 
domestic fuel and power from 
April next year so Britain 
could meet its international 
obligations under the Rio di¬ 
mate change convention was 
greeted with cries of “swind¬ 
ler” from the Opposition 
benches, and a sharp intake of 
breath on the Tory side. 

Conservative MPs in partic¬ 
ular were shocked that Mr 
Lament planned to impose 
VAT at 8 per cent next year 
and then go to 17.5 percenrin 
1995/96, perhaps the run-up 
to the next election. The 
measure will eventually raise 
£3 billion a year. 

They voiced their anxieties 
at tiie Chancellor's post-Bud¬ 
get meeting with the 
backbench Tory finance com¬ 
mittee. At tiie meeting, behind 
dosed doois at Westminster, 
Mi Lamont reinforced his 
message that the climate 
change convention was an 
important milestone in efforts 
to combat global wanning 
and that the tax increases were 
needed to enable Britain to 
play its part 

But Tory MPs were worried 
about his timing, saying it 
could provoke an electoral 
as tiie government 
tome 


prepared to go to the country. 


John Smith, the Labour 
leader, accused the Chancellor 
of betraying the public and 
letting down its own support¬ 
ers. The addition of VAT to 
foe! bills, he said, would “push 
many families just on the 
edge” into despair. Millions of 
people who were poor but did 
not qualify for income support 
would be “hit savagely by this 
VAT on the basic cost of 
living". 

The taxing of fuel was part 
of an overall betrayal of gener¬ 
al election pledges. Tory 
promises that taxation and 
national insurance would not 
increase had been shown to be 
false. 

Pensioners’ organisations 
and others representing the 
poor denounced the VAT 
plans and warned of the 
hardship the elderly would be 
forced to endure next winter. 
They termed ft a “budget of 
despair”. 

Sally Green gross, director of 
Age Concern, said she was 
very disappointed, and the 
Child Poverty Action Group 
accused the Chancellor erf 
tilting the tax burden further 
towards the poor. 

The Low Pay Unit estimat¬ 
ed that VAT on fod, with the 
increases in national insur¬ 
ance contributions and tax on 
drink, cigarettes and petrol, 
would add E5 a week to tiie 
costs of a low paid family. 
Chris Pond, the director, said: 
“They have no more notches 
on their belts to tighten". 


High-speed rail links get green light 
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By Tim Jones 
and Harvey Eujott 


TWO ofthelargest transport projects 
the counby has undertaken since the 
oiven .the -seen light 



war were given, -the green tight 
yesterday by Norman Umont After 
Jearsof delay, ti* G-5 bflhon Channel 
tunnel high-speed ImktoLo^aand 
the £300- nuKon jail 1M between 
HeathroW 'and tiie capital wm. be 
txnnpleted in this decade- ; 

Thefuhireofthe controversial £1.7 
»c«, onsiDflil link through London 


~ ~ --- - r : 


ed further e xami nation and private 

sector capital. His statement appears 

to end the dream of Sir Bob Reid, the 

BR chairman, who had hoped to see 

King’s Cross turned into a £1.4 bflHon 

super-terminal for the Channel tnnnd 

Knfc. Instead the Treasury, which had 

lobbied for the 'cheaper St Pancras 
option, has won the day. 

; British Rail derimed to comment, 
but DrJohn Prideanx, who heads- 
Union Railways, a BR subsidiary 
-which will bu3d the link. sakTbe was 

delighted. Taking the tunnel line into 

St Pancras wifi save an estimated 
?.**=-« 


total cost to about £2.5 billion. 
Originally tiie project was costed at 
£45 bflBoa. 

Mr Lamont said that John 
■ MacGregor, transport secretary, mil 
invite the private sector to come 
toward with bids so tint the project 

can be developed as a joint venture as 

soon as possible Industry sources last 
night said they would be looking 
initially for tiie private sector to bear 
10-20 per cent of the cost 
The derision to build the Heathrow- 
Padtfington express follows months of 

bitter'wrangling over its Granting 


owners, BAA. Mr MacGregor des¬ 

cribed the announcement as “excel- 
tent news for Lon doners, international 
travellers and for jobs”. 

The express will run from Padding¬ 
ton to Hayes in Middlesex on 11 miles 
of existing railway track, and then 

plunge into a tunnel for tiie four miles 

toTfeathrow. Over six million passen¬ 

gers a year are expected to use it The 
trains will ran every 15 minutes and 

take 16 minutes to reach Heathrow. 

The project Mil cost just over BOO 

miHion, erf which £250 million wiU be 

raised directly by BAA in the form of | 
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Mixed blessings for 
people moving house 


Mortgage rate interest tax relief limited to 20% from 
next year. Threshold for stamp duty on house 
purchase doubled to £60,000. Tax concessions for 
people given help by employers to move to more 
expensive areas withdrawn. Tax relief on relocation 
expenses limited to £8,000. but workers wifi not have 
to sell their existing homes to qualify. 


Bottom tax band expanded 

Personal tax allowances and thresholds frozen. 
Married couple’s allowance restricted to 20% band 
from next year. Lower rate band extended to income 
up to £2,500. Employees’ National Insurance rate up 
to 10% and self-employed rate to 7.4% next year. 


VAT on electricity and gas 


VAT to be charged on domestic fuel at 8% from next 
year and 17.5% from 1995. 


Spirit drinkers spared 

Pintofbeerup 1 ^p. bottle of wine up 5 bp. no change 
in duty on spirits. Cigarettes up 1 Op for packet of 20 
with more duty on cheaper brands, pack of five small 
cigars up 4 l 2p. National Iotteiy tickets to be taxed at 
12%, no tax on winnings. 


Drivers bear green burden 

Unleaded petrol up 12p a gallon. 4-star by 15p. 
Vehide excise duty up to £125. Fuel duly to rise by 3% 
per year in real terms in future. Company car drivers to 
be taxed on price of vehide from 1994, with discounts 
for high business mileage. 


Help for the jobless 


Educational allowance, to allow 30,000 long-term 
jobless to study on full-time vocational courses. 60,000, 
long-term unemployed to be paid for work in the 
community. Pilot schemes to subsidise firms taking on 
people unemployed for more than two years. TECs to 
compete for £25 million fund to help long-term jobless. 


Boost for racing stables 

Threshold for VAT registration raised to £37,600. 
Racehorse owners to be allowed to register and daim 
credit for VAT on purchases. Self-assessment of 
income tax for self-employed from 1996. Tax to be 
levied on current, not preceding, year’s profits. 


Tax breaks for entrepreneurs 

Advance corporation tax to be cut to 20% in two stages. 
Spedal tax incentives for foreign companies setting up 
in UK. Capital gains tax deferred for entrepreneurs 
who use gains from sale of their own company to start 
new business. 
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Budg et reaction: Labour leader condemns impact of VAT on heating 

Smith attacks ‘cynical Toiy betrayal’ 


By Arthur Leathley. political staff 


JOHN Smith launched into 
his Gist Budget response 
speech with a savage attack on 
the government for “cynically 
and ruthlessly betraying the 
public at the general election. 

He accused the Conserva¬ 
tives of breaking pre-election 
promises and accused John 
Major of deceit over his 
pledges on value-added tax. 

The addition of VAT to fuel 
bills drew the angriest attack 
from foe Labour leader who 
said the government had let 
down its own supporters. Re¬ 
minding MPs of past. Toiy 
claims that VAT was levied on 
goods on which people had a 
choice, he asked: "Are they 
going to tell us that people can 
choose between gas and 
electricity?” 

Concentrating his criticism 
on Mr Major, he quoted Mr 
Major as having said: "I have 
made the pledge in the past. 1 
have made it dear. We have 
no plans to extend the range of 
VAT." 

To cries of “Cheats" from 
Labour MPs. he turned to Mr 
Major and said: “1 do not 
know how you can sir there as 
prime minister of a govern¬ 
ment that is capable of deceit 
on such a scale." 

Charging VAT on fuel, Mr 
Smith said, would “push 
many families just on the 
edge" into despair. Millions of 
people who were poor but did 
not qualify for income support 
would be “hit savagely by this 
VAT on the basic cost of 
living”. 

The taxing of fuel was parr 
of an overall betrayal of gener¬ 
al election pledges, he said. 
Tory promises that taxation 
and national insurance would 
not increase had been shown 
to be false. “Those who lis¬ 
tened to this budget win have 
been shocked beyond belief by 
the cynicism of the Conserva¬ 
tives. who went into the last 
election committed to low 
taxation. 11 

The public was “not so 
foolish" as to believe that 
extension of the 20 per cent 
taxation band would compen¬ 
sate them for the 1 per cent 
rise in national insurance, he 
said. 

The raising of the 20p band 
would provide only an extra 
25p a week in the first place, 
rising to just £1 in later years. 
“How is that going to help in 
paying their bills?” Pointing to 
the national insurance rises, 
he said the tax increases “must 


be one of the biggest hikes, 
ever." 

The Opposition leader add-, 
ed: “1 am sure the conclusion 
that the public wffl have of this 
Budget is simple and it is 
dear the Conservative party is 
a party without honour and a 
parry without shame.” 

The lack of action over 
unemployment drew further 
condemnation from Mr 
Smith, who said of ministers: 
“They don’t seem to under¬ 
stand how desperate and de¬ 
bilitating it is for our people to 
suffer over three million 
people unemployed There is 
hardly a street in this country’s 
towns and villages where the 
ten fades of corrosive unem¬ 
ployment have not reached." 

Government schemes were 
designed to help only one 
third of the 300.000 people 
who had lost their jobs sinoe 
the government was elected. 
The measures were whoDy 
inadequate. “These measures 
are wholly inadequate to deal 
with the scale of Britain's job 
crisis.” Condemning the lack 
of action over training, he 
demanded: “Why does misery 
have to be so desperate before 
they even take minor 
measures?” 

The government’s reaction 
to unemployment had been 
callous and complacent and 
merited an apology, as did last 
year’s pre-election Budget in 
which Mr Lantern's forecasts 
had undermined his 
credibility. 

Predictions about economic 
growth, increases in manufac¬ 
turing output and the level of 
public sector borrowing had 
proved to be “absurd". 

“Had the public known 
what would be the outcome of 
your Budget last year in terms 
of continually rising unem¬ 
ployment, deepening reces¬ 
sion, let alone the betrayal of 
election pledges, how many of 
them would have given the 
Tory party the benefit of the 
doubton 9 April last year?" 

He insisted that there would 
be economic recovery only if 
there were investment in infra¬ 
structure. The government 
had also “blatantly broken 
promises" on public services, 
which it had said would be 
maintained but were now the 
subject of Treasury review. 

The government accused 
anyone who criticised rt, in¬ 
cluding its own dvfl servants, 
of talking the country down. 
The people were more con- 



On the attack: John Smith, flanked by Harriet Hannan and Treasury spokesman Gordon Brown 
pulling 


cemed about those 
the country down". 

To loud cheers from his 
backbenchers, the Labour 
leader concluded: “The Bud¬ 
get is a shameful Budget from 
a cynical party. I hope the 
Conservative party lives to 
regret the Budget they an¬ 
nounced today." 

Later. Opposition MPs out¬ 
side the Commons joined the 
criticism. Giles Radice. a se¬ 
nior Labour MP on the Com¬ 
mons Treasury committee, 
said: “The gamble Mr 
Lament has taken depends on 
his own personal authority. As 
1 do not believe he has that 
credibility. I do not think this 
gamble will come off.” 

He welcomed the Chancel¬ 
lor’s decision not to raise the 
overall level of taxation but 
added that more should have 
been done to help foe 


unemployed. Diane Abbott 
the Labour MP for Hackney 
North and Stoke Newington, 
said: “The worst thing for my 
constituents is the VAT on 
domestic fuel. That is a killer." 

People living just above 
benefit level would suffer 
most, she said. She also dis¬ 
missed measures to help the 
unemployed as “pathetic”. 

Alex Salmond, foe Scottish 
Nationalist MP. said that 
heating bills in Scotland were 
30 per cent higher than in 
London. 

“This is a swingeing in¬ 
crease in heating costs. He is 
not squeezing the pensioners, 
he is threatening to freeze the 
pensioners,” he said. 

He added that Mr Lamont 
was promising to tax next year 
and foe year after for foe 
government's spending last 
year on the general election. 


Ghost of future 
taxation dampens 
backbench spirits 

By Nicholas Wood, political correspondent 
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THE spectre of a: £17 billion 
rise in taxes in the mid-term of 
foe Parliament did little to lift 
the spirits of Conservative 
MPs last night 

Many of them were pre¬ 
pared to praise foe Chancel¬ 
lor's courage and his raft of 
measures aimed at helping 
small firms and the jobless, 
but the euphoria that has 
attended most recent Tory 
budgets was absent 

Although Norman La- 
monfs supporters on the bade 
benches were insisting that be 
had strengthened his hold on 
the Treasury, many Tories 
were awaiting the reaction of 
the markets before they passed 
judgment The Chancellor ap¬ 
peared to be in danger of 
falling between two stools: 
MPs worried about the Tories 
jeopardising their hard-won 
reputation as foe party of low • 
taxation and those who want¬ 
ed more action. 

Leading Tories were also 
unsettled by foe way Mr 
Lamont had so clearly sought 
to tie the hands of any succes¬ 
sor by announcing so many 
tax increases to take effect 
from April next year. Sir 
Terence Higgins, foe former 
chairman of foe all-partyTrea- 
sury committee, said Mr 
Lamont had put the economy 
on “auto-pilot” by unveiling 
tax plans so far ahead. 

Serious doubts were also 
being expressed about tire 
plans to extend VAT to domes¬ 
tic fuel and power in two steps, 
the second so near the likely 
date of foe next election. 

However, foe Chancellor 
was winning plaudits fromthe 
right of foe party for the way 
he sought to send the dearest 
possible message to foe mar: 
kets that foe government was. 


serious about reining in the. 
£5fr billion public sector 
deficit 

John Townend, foe chair¬ 
man of tire backbench Tory 
finance committee, said he 
was pleased that foe Chancel¬ 
lor had taken care "not to 
snuff out the recovery” by 
delaying his tax increases for 
12 months. 

-After Mr Lamont had ap¬ 
peared before the committee 
last night, Mr Townend said' 
he had been well received, 
although his moves towards' 
green taxes had been ques¬ 
tioned. Mr Townend added 
that the government had been 
forced to take “painful action” 
to fulfill its obligations under 
the Rio treaty. 

Kenneth Baker, foe former 
home secretary, was another 
to back Mr Lamont. “He has 
strode foe correct balance be¬ 
tween stimulating foe econo¬ 
my and dosing the deficit It's 
a confident and wide-ranging 
package.” 

. Mr Biffen, a former Trea¬ 
sury chief secretary, expressed 
anxiety at the “uncomfortably 
large” defidt forecast of £50 
billion for next year and 
rejected the theory that .it 
would gradually wind down 
as economic recovery got 
under way. He confessed to 
being a “shameless taxing 
Tory”. 

But Sir Rhodes Boyson and 
David Howell, former minis¬ 
ters. and Nil] Deva, MP for 
Brentford and Ideworth, gave 
strong backing to Mr Lamont 
Sir Rhodes applauded the 
measures to help the long¬ 
term jobless and the further 
backing for infrastructure 
prefects designed to boost the 
construction industry and 
employment 


Lamont taxes future 


Continued from page 1 
public sector borrowing re¬ 
quirement would be £35 bil¬ 
lion this year and £50 billion 
next, a level he described as 
unacceptable. His proposals 
were designed to tackle that by 
“building a wedge of steadily 
rising revenue”, raising gov¬ 
ernment income by £6.5 bO- 
lion in 1994-95 and £10.5 
billion in 1995-96. the equiva¬ 
lent of 1.5 percent of GDP, 
The Treasury's economic 
forecasts make dear that tax 
increases were necessary to 
the gap in government 
ices cause dyb ah unprec- 


Green’s 

Restaurant 

A report (March IS) on the 
restaurant boom stated that 
Green's Restaurant and Oys¬ 
ter Bar is being sold by its 
proprietor. Simon Parker 
Bowles. In fact no sale is 
cotuemplaied and Green’s 
continues to trade very success¬ 
fully as a weD-estabhshed era- - 
ditional English restaurant: 
We apologise to Mr Parker_ 
Bowles ,for‘ any embanass- 


edented collapse in revenues, 
which is expected to continue 
until foe end of the 
parliament 

Even after the big tax in¬ 
crease announced yesterday, 
the Treasury still expects the 
borrowing requirinent to be 
£34 billion by 1-996-7— which 
would require a further Ell 
billion of tax rises if Britain 
were to stay, within the defidt 
ceiling laid out in the Maas¬ 
tricht treaty. 

Mr Lamont chose, however, 
to produce a “broadly neutral" 
Budget for the coining year to 
allow help for business and the 
recovery to .take hold — al¬ 
though income tax allowances 
are being frozen. 

Most drink duties are to go 
up by 5 per cent the equiva¬ 
lent of 1.5p On a pint of beer 
and 5.5p on a bottle of wine; 
but there will be no rise in 
spirit duty to help the Scotch 
whisky industry. ' 

Cigarettes will go up by 1 Op 
for a packet fo 20; petrol win 
rise by I5p a gallon for four- 
star and l2p for unleaded. 
Road.fuel taxes wffl rise in 
future by 3 per: cent in real 
.terms as part of foe govern-. 
merit's measures to tackle 
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Army bands to be 
cut from 63 to 29 


April 


The number of army bands is to be cut from 63 to 291 
1995 as part of the government's Options for i 
deforce programme.. Archie Hamilton, armed forces 
minister, announced yesterday. Under the restructuring, the 
£000 bandsmen will be reduced to 1.100: 

.. The latest cats are intended to reflect the changes in the 
- army under wiricta the number of soldiers is being reduced 
from 156,000 to 119.000 by 1995. Hie seven bands of foe 
Household Division, which have 315 bandsmen, and the 
one Royal ArtiUery band of 49 bandsmen, all of which are 
used for state occasions, will be unaffected by the cuts. The 
bands that survive wffl be larger, with either 35 or 49 
musi cians, c ompared to some winch have only 20 at present. 
In a written Commons answer, Mr Hamilton said these 
small bands were “not musically viable". 

Bandsmen are fully trained soldiers and also have extra 
skills as combat medical te chnicians . Musicians who lose 
their membership of bands will continue as soldiers. A 
central music authority for the army, headed by an inspector 
of army bands, is also to be set up to recruit, train and 
appoint bandsmen. 

Exmoor arsonist sought 

Hundreds of acres of moorland in Somerset have been 
destroyed by fires believed to have been started deliberately. 
It is understood that there were six separate fires, near 
Poriock. WithypooL County Gate and Minehead: Police 
yesterday were trying to trace a silver Metro car seen in the 
area. Much of foe land, around Dnnkeiy Hffl. Exmoor, is 
owned by the National Trust 'Gone and heather are 
unseasonably parched after weeks of dry weather. The fire 
brigade said “Ure countryside is so dry at the moment that, 
with a hit of breeze, the Bamescaa spread faster than a man 
. can run." There are fears that the nres wfll have a serious 
effect on die breeding of wfldhfe in foe area. 

Setback for prosecutors 

An attempt by Grown prosecutors to break foe Baris 
monopoly in crown courts suffered a setback yesterday. The 
Lord Chancellor, Lord Miacbay of Gashfem, mid four sensor 
judges adjourned a decision on whether to strike out a Bar 
rule stopprngbarristers employed by the government or the 
Crown .Prosecution Service from taking cases in the crown 
court Instead, the judges said they would prefer to decide 
about advocacy rights for employed banisters (those not in 
private practice} when they look at the position of employed 
solicitors. 'Ihe Law Society’s application fox solicitors — 
employed and in private practice — to be given wider 
adrocay rights is ecpected to be considered fay judges soon. 

Ford hit by strike 

Ford white-collar workers went on strike yesterday over 
tibmparty plans to press, ahead with compulsory redundan¬ 
cies. Feud has not yet removed the threat of compulsory 
rwdm»a»T»ri»s fyr white -collar sta ff as it did last week lor 
bto&coDar workers. Production at Dagenham and 
Southampton is threatened by the strike by 400 foremen. 
Meanwhile, leaders of the Hie Brigades Union wffl tell the 
home secretary today the union is ready to ballot members 
because of foe L5 per cent public-sector pay Emit 

Universities given £lm 

Oxford and Cambridge universities have each received £1 
million from the estateof a banker who died 35 years ago. 
Rate Hugo Ihahnarm. an Argentine businessman, 
instructed that after the deaths of Ms brother and two 
friends the remainder of his estate should be split between 
the two English universities and the University of Buenos 
.Aires.-An Oxford University spokeswoman said: The will 
stipulated that the money should be used for scholarships 
but we are free to decide how we do tins." 

Hiker, 62, feared dead 

A British woman is believed 
dead after going missing 
two weeks ago wb3e hiking 
in Argentina. A search by 
police, the army and heli¬ 
copters has foiled to find 
Margaret Cox. 62, right, of 
Poole; Dorset. She became 
separated firom her group of 
12 hikers in the El Chalten 
mountains, near Calafote. 
when riie stopped for a rest 
When they returned 30 min¬ 
utes later she had dis¬ 
appeared. 

Blast from the past 

A photograph taken in 1952 has prompted talks with India 
to bring a battle-winning tank bade to Bri tain, The tank is 
believed to have been vital in defeating the Japanese at 
Kohimah. northern India, in 1944. The tank was forgotten 
until recently when a Kohimah veteran living in tire area 
sent to Britain the photograph of the tank an American- 
built Grant, overgrown but stffl intact The photo was passed 
to the Kohimah museum at Iraphal barracks in York and 
talks began on its return toa place of honourat the museum. 

Death car boys in court 

Two boys aged 15 and 16 appeared in court yesterday 
following the death on Monday of SaDy Ann CaftdL 14, in a 
stolen car. They fa ced charges that indude aggravated 
vehicle taking. Magistrates at Sutton Coldfield. West 
Midlands, remanded the 16-year-old in custody until March 
24. The other is due to appear before a youth court today. 

Final whistle for Roy 

The final whistle wffl Mow today on the career of the 
legendary footballer Roy Race in the comic Bxrp of the 
Rovers. The centre forward, first seen in 1954. has been 
overtaken by slipping sales and the high cost of publishing 
comics. In today's final issue, the player-manager of 
Meldiester Rovers is trapped in a blazing helicopter. 



Bombmaker 
get 20 years 

An alleged IRA man caiight 
making a bomb was jailed for 
20 years yesterday. 

Sean Connolly, 31, -was 
arrested on January 10 last 
year after explosives, a timer 
power unit and detonators 
were found- in his kitchen in 
west Belfast, Belfort Crown 
Court was trid. 

He.was -also; convicted- of 
having possession with intent, 
to .endanger life of a cache of 
explosives, arid arms found at 
another house five doors away 
during a simultaneous police 
search. Connolly had denied 
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Ten-nine. Ten-nine. We have been shot’ 
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he tells 



attack 


A POLICEMAN brake down 
in tears in die witness box at 
the Ok! Bailey yesterday as he 
described ■ the seconds in 
which Special Constable 
Glenn Goodman was shot 
dead try an Irish gunman, who 
then tamed and fired four 
bullets into him.. 

The murder trial of Paul 
Magee, 42, and Michael 
O’Brien, 28, both from Bd- 
fest. was adjourned by Mr 
Justice Laws to allow PC 
Alexander Kelly to compose 
himself. 

The officer then looked dir¬ 
ectly at Mr Magee: “He shot 
PC Goodman and myself. 1 
will never forget his la c e . We 
m ade eye contact just before 
he started to shoot me." 

The jury has been told that 
the shooting started at dawn 
on June 7 last year after he 
and PC Goodman. 37, made 
a routine check of the defen¬ 
dants* car on a s^p road of the 
A64 near Tadcaster, North 
Yorkshire. 

PC KeUy. 33, told the court 
that while he, waited alone in 
the driver's seat of the police 
car with a radio hand-set to his 
ear he saw Mr Mages, dressed 
in a pin-striped suit, get oat of 
the passenger seat of the Ford 
Sierra and. approach PC 
Goodman in the road. "• 

“As I was waiting, the 
passenger got out and walked 
to the side of .the road. The 


By Michael Horsnell 


next, thing ■ I saw * he was 
standing holding' a handgun 
with berth hands in a combat 
position. He was feeing to my 
right, pointing the gun 
straight at PC Goodman. He 
was only a matter of feet away. 
I didn't bear anything but I 
saw two flashes from the 
band of the gun. 

“He then turned to me and 
1 saw two fades appear in the 
windscreen in front of me a n d 
felt a pain in my chest I was 
stfll holding tie handset. I 
slumped or fell across to the 
passenger seat 1 looked up. I 
don't know why, to sec Magee 
standing at the driver’s door 
pointing the gun at me again. 
He shot m&agairion the right 
hand sale of my body. The 
shooting lasted a matter of 


seconds. There was no gap 
between fire shots. - 
“I wafted for things to go 
quiet and then I yelled the 



Kelly: tried to showno 
dpi of life after attack 


ten-nine, ten-mne’. Then I 
thought 1 hadn’t told them 
who 1 was. I shouted, ’Echo 
Tango Two. Ten-nine. We 
have been shot’" 

PC Kelly said Ire bad diffi¬ 
culty breathing but had re¬ 
mained motionless because he 
did not want to draw any sum 
of life. 

The court heard a recording 
of PC Kelly screaming in pain 
and caging for help over his 
radio. A policewoman who 
arrived at foe scene of the 
shooting was heard dying: 
“Get me an ambulance quick¬ 
way anyone in the***^^ 
One-of them is badly shot" 

Peter Feanberg QC, for Mr 
Magee, declined to cross ex¬ 
amine PC KeUy. Michael 
Mansfield QC for Mr O’Bri¬ 
en. told the court it was 
conceded that Mr O’Brien 
was the driver of tire Siena. 
Both men deny the murder of 
PC Goodman, the attempted 
murders of PC Kelly, PC 
Marie Whfrehouse and PC 
Susan Larkin, and possessing 
a fi rearm PC Whitehouse 
and PC Larkin came under 
attack aftw the defendants 
had allegedly fled. The trial 
co ntinues. 


plan whale 


rescue 


GojuanBowditch . : 

SCOTLAND CORRESPONDENT 


[~1viARINE-bfofogists and. 
nataratistsmetih Orkney. 


a {dan tor-treemg -tofi ;Six 
spam whafcsthatfrave 
become tr apped x in I Scapa 
Flow. They ^ofiadtood a: 
rescue mission if mreVor 
more".of the whales' be- 
. oomesbeadred. • r. r 
r The whales,tbe 
of which isabout 45ft 
and weighs about''40 
tonnes, have been; _ 
in Stapa Flow since - -.— 
aiy 22. Itris onfy the fourth 
time this century. that 
spenn whales have been 
sighted off Orkney. 

Marine biologistsfear 
that the whales have be¬ 
come trapped and con¬ 
fused in the 50-square mile 
natural harbour and are 
running out of food. They 
eat about, a tonne-of.fish 
each day. 

' The whales normally 
use sonar “didc?* tb find 
food. According to Dr 
Tony Martin, the marine 
biologist ■ from the Sea 
Mammal Researc hUni tin 
Cambri dge who attended 
yesterday's meeting, the 
whales will be receiving 



Strong h acki ng : Mr Birt. arriving at Broadcasting House yesterday, said be was “enormously heartened” by his colleagues’ action 

Birt thanks colleagues for support over tax crisis 


By Alexandra Frean 

MEDIA CORRESPONDENT 


JOHN Birt. faring calls for his 
resignation as director-general of the 
BBC for avoiding tax on his salary, 
said yesterday he was “enormously 
heartened” by support from 
coHeagnes 

Arriving for work at Broadcasting 
House he posed, smiling for photog¬ 
raphers and sakt “All I want to say is 
that I have been enormously heart¬ 


ened by the strong support I have had 
in re cent days from dosecofleagnes 
and from many others in safe and 
outside the BBC. There is an awful lot 
of work to do at the BBC I have a very 
busy day ahead of me.” 

As more public figures, fnduding 
Lord Annan and the author Fay 
Written, wrote to the editor of The 
Times to express their support for Mr 
Birt the corporation’s governors met 
privately last night to find a way out 
of the crisis ahead of a formal board 


meeting tomorrow. Chief among 
their concerns was continuing criti¬ 
cism from within the BBC that 
Marmaduke Hussey, tire chairman, 
had felled to consult the rest of the 
governws on important decisions — 
such as Mr Birt’s (ax arrangements— 
and calls for him to step down. 

Neither MriHnssey nor Mr Birt 
were present at a Royal Television 
Society dinner in London last night to 
honour Sir Michael Cheddand. the 
former director-general Both had 


sent their apologies long before the 
crisis over Mr But's income tax New 
up. 

The BBC is holding its own farewell 
dinner for Sir Michael tonighL 

Meanwhile, Michael Grade, man¬ 
aging director of Channel 4, criti¬ 
cised the six senior BBC journalists 
who wrote to The Times on Monday 
expressing their support, accusing 
them of “compromising their impar¬ 
tial reporting” in a matter of public 
controversy. 


Dying man’s home 


is court for a day 


By GflUANBowDtrcH, Scotland correspondent 


A MAN who . is string a 
. tobacco company for allegedly 
cansmg hs t erminal Jong 
■fanner’ saw h» living room 
tamed into a awrtyesfiaday. 

^ Alfred? McXears 49; of 
Berth. Stratbdyde.'i who used 
fosmofce 60 cigarettes fa day, 
{saW lris ewtence «L home 
because^ of his- worsening 


health.'He 5s expected, tb live ' 
another six weeks. 

HissobcifoL<^xiteron Fyfe, 
said it was vital his evidence 
be recorded. Mr McT6ar*s 
wife Margaret has pledged to 
continue the case should her 
husband dte before the 


hearing . 


irngnt in thesfaalUw water 
of Scapa Flow. 

“They fare going around 
with effective^ no sight, 
getting information about 
their environment entirely 
through sound/’ he said. 

Bob Reid, the Scottish 
coordinator for stranded 
marine mammals. _ said 
the chances of resbiringfa 
live beadied sperm whale 
werevirtiKinyiriL 


Theaxrnrnissionhefointbe 
living- room indnd e d the 
ernmnisaaner, a QC. junior 
counsel soBdinrs and a short¬ 
hand writer. Mr Fyfe said: 
rThe court recognises that Mr 
MdTear will not survive to see 
his case to its .completion as 
this process could take several 
years. The commission has 
bemlnOTgtofmwaid because 


of Mr McTeafs condition. It 
acted like a court within Mr 
MdTear’s front room and this 
step wiD allow the . case to 
continue after my client's 
death." 

Before yesterday's hearing, 
Mr McTear said his goal was 
to ensnre youngsteia did not 
takeim me babiL “I’ve only 
got a riiort time to live but my 
family wfll be carrying cm," he 
.said. “At least tiuy.vnQ have 

ray testimony-" 

Mr McTear has lodged a 
writ in the Court of Session in 
Edinburgh. He is siring Imp¬ 
erial Tobacco for £500,000 
and is expected to claim that 
the company was negligent in 
felling to put warnings about 
the dangers of smoking on 
cigarette packets in the 1960s, 
when he first started smoking. 
He argues that if there had 
been warnings, be would 
never have started smoking. 

These are believed to be 35 
similar actions waiting in the 
wings: 


Lawyer gets life for 
the ‘perfect’ murder 


By Ronald Faux 


A SOLICITOR who blud¬ 
geoned his young wife to 
d eath with a hammer was. 
found guilty of murder yester¬ 
day and sentenced id life 
imprisonment. 

Warren Green. 27, of Wig¬ 
an. Greater. Manchester, had 
devised the “perfect murder” 
ruing his expertise as a crown 
prosecutor,, Liverpool Crown 
Court was told. He had tried 
to make the death of his wife, 
Julie; 24. appear to stem from 
a dispute between drug ad¬ 
dicts! He had then hoped to 
gain £120;000 from her life 
insurance and pursue his ob¬ 
session for a young law 
smdent- 

Mr Justice Ognall told 
Green that he had been con¬ 
victed on the most dear and 
compelling evidence. “Proba¬ 
bly prompted by sex and 
money you wanted rid of her 
and you killed her in a fashion 
marked by a drilling degree of 
control and concentration. 
You then took determined and 


sophisticated steps in an effort 
to mislead the police. Those 
steps including maligning 
year dead wife as a criminal, a 
drug deafer.’’ 

The judge said that the jury 
bad seen through Green’s 
wickedness. Green must not 
expect to receive even consid¬ 
eration for release on licence 
for many years Green’s.moth- 
er, Lyn, and his brother. 
Martin, collapsed into each 
osier’s arms crying after the 
verdict was announced. 

During the three-week trial 
the court heard that Green got 
the idea for his wife’s murder 
from an episode of the TV 
series Casualty. Beside the 
wife’s body police found an 
empty Temazepam container 
and a fragment of a Wood- 
stained EIO note. It was this 
note that eventually helped to 
prove his guilt He told his 
zxwther-in-law and three other 
relatives about it before news 
of its discovery had been 
released by police. 


Trust floats appeal to keep canal full 


By John Young 


AN APPEAL was launched 
. yesterday to raise £1.8 mflfian 

for a new pumping system to 

ensure year-round_ navigation 
on . the Keimet and Avon. 
Qamil- 

The 87-mfle • waterway, 
which finks the Thames at 
Reading with the Avon near 
Bristol was baflt Try John 
Ramie and opened in 1810 to 
transport goods from the 
West Country to London. It 

was largely superseded by the 

construction of Bruners 
Groat Western Railway and 



was dosed to commercial 
traffic in 1951. 

The canal was rescued from 
dereliction by the Kennet and 
Avon Canal Trust in what has 
been described as the biggest 
voluntary dvfl engineering 
project yet to be undertaken 


in Britain. After nearly 40 
years of work clearing silted 
rhawnrik and repairing more 
than 100 locks at a cost of £3 
nriflion. it was reopened fey 
the Queen in 1990._. 

But c ontinu i n g difficulties 
have been aggravated by. 


drought, which has made it 
difficult to maintain an ade¬ 
quate water flow, particularly 
across the summit at Croft on 
near Marlborough and over 
the spectacular flight of locks 
at Caen Hifl. Devizes. 

The proposed new installa¬ 
tion would pump water back 
from the Bristol Avon to 
Qufton, allowing unrestrict¬ 
ed navigation and safeguard¬ 
ing the canal’s commerria] 
and environmental benefits. 
British Waterways, which 
owns the canal said it fully 
s u ppo rt ed the trust in its 
ap peal. 



Sir Eldon: paid wife 
nominal 5p a year 


I was not 
greedy, says 
MP’s wife 


THE ex-wife of the former 
Tory MP Sir Eldon Griffiths 
said yesterday that she had 
never expected that their di¬ 
vorce would go through with¬ 
out a financial settlement 
being made. 

Sigrid Griffiths told the 
High Court that she did not 
want tiie divorce—and denied 
that when it came she went 
after “every last penny” from 
her husband, who has since 
remarried. 

Mis Griffiths. 63, alleges 
that the negligence of her 
solicitors, Dawson & Co, of 
Lincoln’s Inn. London, cost 
her the pension she would 
have received as an MP’s 
widow in the event of 6 7-year- 
old Sir Eldon’s death. She is 
suing die firm, which denies 
neghgence. for £74,000 dam¬ 
ages — which represents the 
cost of punffiasing an annuity 
to replace the pension, and 
legal costs. 

Mrs Griffiths, of Victoria, 
west London, told Mr Justice 
Ewbank thatsince Sir Eldon, 
who was MP for Bury St 
Edmunds for 28 years, retired 
from parliament last year she 
had received a nominal 5p a 
year. The case continues. 


Prince of Wales 
meets soldiers 


serving in Bosnia 


By Michael Evans, defence correspondent 


THE Prince of Wales travelled 
to within about 18 miles of the 
frontline in Bosnia yesterday 
as he met officers and soldiers 
from the Cheshire Regiment 
during a one-day trip to meet 
the British troops. 

Sertrian forces occupy a 
short finger of territoiy 15 to 
19 miles north of Camp 
Redoubt the mountain base 
where the prince flew by 
helicopter to meet the Chesb- 
ires and members of 35 Engi¬ 
neer Regiment 

A British forces spokesman 
in Split said that the helicopter 
route to Camp Redoubt 
steered well dear of danger 
spots. Royal Navy Sea King 
helicopters now regularly use 
the route and fly up to Vrtez in 
central Bosnia and on to 
Kiseljak. where the United 
Nations Bosnian command 
headquarters is based. 

Throughout the brief visit 
taking place in bright sun¬ 
shine. the prince wore a service 
cap with the badge of the 
Cheshire Regiment of which 
he is cokmel-in-chief. He was 
not asked to don a flak jacket 
and helmet the standard kit 
for visitors venturing further 
north, where the warring fac¬ 
tions are in regular conflict. 

The prince had flown to 
Split in Croatia by Sea King 
helicopter from HMS Ark 
Royal after spending the night 
on board the aircraft carrier. 

He was met at Divulje 
barracks, the main British 
logistics base near Split air¬ 
port by Brigadier Andrew 
Gumming. British forces’ 
commander, Bryan Sparrow, 
British ambassador in Zagreb, 
and Captain Aleksij Mekjevic, 
a former Merchant Navy man 


who is the British honorary 
consul in Split 

The prince was shown 
around the operations room at 
Divulje barracks, which is 
shared with the French and 
Spanish. He was then taken to 
a hangar to meet members of 
845 Naval Air Squadron, 
commanded by lieutenant 
Commander George WaDace. 
The squadron operates four 
Sea King helicopters, which 
are avail able for evacuation of 
wounded UN troops. 

At Camp Redoubt near 
Tomislavgrad. one of two 
forward logistics bases in Bos¬ 
nia, the prince shook hands 
with Lieutenant-Colonel Bob 
Stewart commander of the 
Cheshire Regiment and met 
about 50 members of the 
regiment He was given a 
lunch of Irish lamb stew. 

During the visit the prince 
was treated “like one of the 
lads”, according to a military 
spokesman. Troops had been 
ordered to wear their normal 
worktop dothes. Brigadier 
Cumrmng said the army de¬ 
rided not to let the prince enter 
parts of the country made 
dangerous by almost a year of 
cavil war between Muslims. 
Croats and Serbs. 

There are 2,500 British 
troops serving with the UN 
protection force. Since their 
arrival last November, one 
soldier has been killed and 
three wounded. Lieutenant 
Morag Conway. 24. who com¬ 
mands a unit that takes sup¬ 
plies to the Cheshires. said she 
hoped the visit would focus 
attention in Britain on the 
dangers the troops face. 


Photograph, page 26 


TOMV IS 10% DIStOUKT DAY 


FOR THE OVER 60s AT B&Q 



Turn up at B&Q today with proof that you’re 
aged 60 or over, and you can apply for a 
free B&Q Over 60s Club Card. It's not a credit card, 
it simply entitles you to an instant 10% discount on 
all your D.i.Y and Gardening every Wednesday at 
B&Q. And remember when you spend £100 or more 
we deliver free anywhere in Mainland UK. 




nuai 60s dub Cart cannot be used in (xxijunction wlUi a 
SoD^punt CardoftP purchese B&QGWVoucheis. 
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MORTG 


Yesterday’s reduction in stamp duty by The Chancellor - no duty on 
properties of £60,000 and below means buyers could save up to £600. 

There’s never been a better time to buy with Which Mortgage’s “Best 
Overall Lender”. 

To get on the move and to find out more about our award-winning 
mortgage service just call into your local branch or ’phone one of our 
advisors on 0800 555 100, quoting reference X34. 


f 


The habit of a lifetime 

Secured loans and mortgages require a charge on your property and in the case of an endowment mortgage an endowment/life policy for the amount of the advance 
and a charge over the policy. All loans subject to status and valuation and are not available to persons under 1S. Written quotations are available bn red ' 

_ ___ Abbey Natio nal pic, Abbey House, Baker Street, London NW1 6XL. ~ ; r ^ 

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEER UP REPAYMENTS - ! 
ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 
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HOME NEWS 5 


When will the government act, ask the men who have already seen Britain’s deep-sea fleet die 

Fishermen fear for the i-v 


PAULEDWAROS 


RICHARD Brewer has been a 
fisherman since the day he left 
school to woik on his father's 
boat, almost a quarter of a 
century ago. Unless there are 
changes soon it is not an 
industry he wants his two 
young sons to enter. 

“If I were si businessman 
thinking about moving into 
fishing then I'd take one look 
and run a mile." the trawler- 
naan from Whitby, North 
Yorkshire, said. “Some weeks 
we barely cover our expenses. 
It's only people like me. with a 

family tradition in fishing, 
who keep it going. What with 
restrictions on the amount of 
fish we can catch and now the 
new restrictions on how many - 
days we can go to sea. it's 
becoming impossible." 

He is one of 16.800 British 
fishermen chafing against 
what they see as unreasonably 
restrictive catch quotas im¬ 
posed by the European Corn- 
mission to conserve dwindling 
stocks in the North Sea. Some 
have taken to attacking con¬ 
signments of imported fish 
after seeing how.such tactics 


By Paul-Wilkinson 

won aid worth £36 million for 
French fishermen. 

The real problem is that 
there are too many boats 
chasing too few fish. Many 
fed this can only be resolved if 
the government pays for sur- 
plus vessels to be scrapped. 

Last year Mr Brewer. 39, 
paid £250,000 for Iris 10-year- 
old inshore trawler, Jasper. 
He needs to sell £2,500 of fish 
a week to keep the boat 
operating; on'top of that he 
has to pay his crew and his 
own bills. Jasper used to have 
a oew of six today it is just Mr 
Brewer and three hands. The 
aw are paid try the tradition¬ 
al method of a share of the 
proceeds from the catch. - 

Jasper lands about 1,000 
stone of fish a week at the 
markets of Whitby and North 
Shields on the Tyne. When 
times were better Mr Brewer 
could expect to get more than 
£7 a stone. Last week it was less 
than £4. “There’s ; precious 
little profit in that, hardly 
anything to give the crew their 
share." 

Heonnot land more fish to 


Parents put 


before school 


By Harvey Eeuott, travel correspondent 


A RASH of free holiday offers ' 
for children and off-peak price 
cuts has led to a record 
number of parents applying to . 
take their children on boBday 
during the coming stumper 
term. 

Tour operatorsi say that the . 
number of families making 
early bookings outside the 
peak month of August has 
risen by ai least 20 pear cent 
and teaefaefc fear that educa¬ 
tion could suffer, r': 

By avoiding the peak sum¬ 
mer holiday period, savings of 
■ at least 35 per oent arid often 
as much as 50 per cent are 
avail able. This; Combined 
with thousands of free diild 
offers, .has tempted .families 
who would not othezwise.be 
' able to afford a holiday to 
bring forward their planned 
breaks. 

Mark Hammerton, manag¬ 
ing director of French Country 
Camping, said: “For many 
parents the financial benefit of 
holidaying during term-time 
has outweighed any concerns 
about taking children out of 
school." Roger Allard, director 
of Owners Abroad, Britain's 
second biggest holiday com- 
r party, said: “Tour operators 
* have to offer incentives to fill 
the off-peak periods and in... 
these recessionary times it is 
not surprising that people are 
taking advantage of the big 
savings." J . . 

But Jean Byers, head, of the 
professional and legal com¬ 
mittee of the National Associ¬ 
ation of Head Teachers, 
warned that if even one child 
was absent from a class all 
would suffer. “We normally 
only get requests to take child¬ 
ren out of school a week or two 
before they go but already this 
year there have been a large 
. $ number of applications." she 
said. “Some teachers are al¬ 
ready expressing concern and 


it is dear that mere will be a 
flood later on. 

“Parents must give special 
consideration to what they are 
doing, especially if their child 
is coating up to an exam or 
even an internal assessment 
.When they return to the dass. j 
tire teacher then has to spend, 
time malting sure they have 
caught up and it therefore 
affects everyone in that dass. 

“I would have, hoped that 
the travel trade could do more 
to help people go in August 
rather than encourage.them to 
tal^childbEnoutof sdrooLT 
uipfetaBd tire problem -fen;, 
foxmfie&who'czttuiot afford to 
pay high , prices and it is 
important for a family to 
holiday together.but it is also 
the responsibility of the par¬ 
ents to ensure that their off¬ 
spring are not disadvantaged 
as a result” 

George MarcalL marketing 
director of Airtouxs, said that 
the growth in off-peak holi¬ 
days was concentrated on 
camping. “These generally at¬ 
tract families with younger 
childr en who do ZlOt have 
important exams coming up.” 

The savings can be very 
attractive. French Country 
Camping is offering a 14- 
night camping holiday in 
France for a family of four for 
£409 in late June compared 
with £739 in August 

Most tour operators offer 
the biggest savings and most 
free child places for holidays 
taken in May and June when 
their brochures are published 
soon after Christmas. Most 
have been sold. 

Children can take two weeks 
off from school in term-time 
provided the school gives writ¬ 
ten approval in advance. Most 
state schools break up for the 
summer holidays this year on 
July 2 7 and return on Septetn-- 
ber 6. 


Homeless Cathy 
returns to screen 


By ALEXANDRA FREAN 

MEDIA CORRESPONDENT 

CATHY Come Home, the 
play about a young home¬ 
less couple that became a 
landmar k in the history of 
British television, is to be 
screened for the first time 
in 17 years. The pfey. which 

led to the establishment of 

the campaigning chanty 
Shelter, is part of a two- 
week Channel 4 season ^ 
When it ,""*“2 
screened by ihe BBCm 
1966, the pky 

described by 7^1^ ^ 

“a searing indrcttuenr. a 
spokeswoman for Shelter 
sakk “Although vre now 
have legislation to prevem 
homeless families wim 
children being .spot “P- 
people's rights to 
are now being whittled 
away. There are stifl one 
million ‘unfit properties 
which are occupied today- 
far more than a decade 

*^Cathy Come Home, writ¬ 
ten by Jeremy Sandford 

and Netted byKenUiach 

tdb the story ofCatfry^d 



Carol White: vivid 
portrayal of despair 

and find their children put 
into care* Carol White’s 
vivid portrayal of despair 
helped the programme wm 
a Prix i tafia in 1968. It vrill 
be broadcast on Wedne* 

day, March 3 Eat 1030pm. 

Cteumd. 4*s derisfon jo 
screen Come On DowiArid 
Out, a homelessness game 
show, the d ay before has 
been criticised. MPs said it 
was “an extremely tasteless 
idea - " and a spokesman for 
The Big Issue, die fund- 

raising - magazine, 
described.it as a “veiysick 

Ploy- 


increase their income because 
of quotas to preserve stocks. 
He is allowed to land 50 boxes 
each of haddock and codling 
for each member of his crew 
and 35 of whiting. “!n a good 
month you can land that in 
two weeks, sometimes one. 
Hien you have to pack up until 
the next month.” 

It rankles that the fishing 
fleets from other EC countries 
and Scandinavia do not face 
such tight quotas. “When they 
have picked up all they can 
land at home they dump the 
surplus on the British market, 
and there is nothin g we can do 
to keep them out” 

The fishermen blame a 
government which they say 
has consistently sold them out 
for the benefit of the formers at 
the EC negotiating table. “We 
have staggered from one crisis 
to another every five or six 
years, since 1975. but this is 
the worst for a long time," Mr 
Brewer said. “We have lost our 
deep-sea fleet, soon it will be 
the inshore boats that go. 
When mil the government do 
something?" 



c*s« V: 













Waiting for the tide to turn: Richard Brewer began work on his father’s boat, but wonders whether his sons will join him on his trawler 


IF YOU CAN T 
FEEL THE DIFFERENCE 

BETWEEN 

PETROL AND DIESEL 
YOU MUST BE 
DRIVING A PEUGEOT. 



PEUGEOT PRICE 


Although diesels deliver good fuel economy, after taking a test drive, many drivers may feel that they woold have 
to make great sacrifices in performance. Test drive a Peugeot diesel however, and you'll feel that’s just not the case. 
Onr commitment to quality ensures that our diesels deliver the same driving enjoyment as our petrol models. Our 
researchers and designers plan the engine installation to minimise the^/peugeot price 

the inherent noise, vibration and harshness that is so common In /f 'P('///V7/7/V ? 

other diesel eegined can. Moreover, they feel as responsive to .d£can 

drive as our petrol engined counterparts. nose of can, m radnead tba aew car prate [Margin mfalfe to 

_ . ......... OB- Deafen and prims am radacad. lids bubs (feat the prices 

The similarities are easily noticed; spirited performance; ^ ^ ^ ^ w to 

excellent road bolding; unbeatable comfort for driver and <»«■ tBsamts. Fro* now on em tanen on (My «**■ m« Peugeot 

passengers alike. And the overall refinement gives a driving ** iiwuc m* H«y (a* > wr deal _ 

experience equalled only by onr own petrol models. So it's hardly ___ 

surprising that Peugeot sell twice as many diesels as any other - PJI0J0 — — 

manufacturer In Britain. With OX finance 1, over 12 months and *w/fiatwte _ mt/aoi _ mt/4w 

otter special low rate finance doafa, the oily differs yoa will - -™ 

feel is hi your pocket. For more Info rmati on phone tins number now wwttaiiinH _»_ ri.ao4i“ 

0800 800 410 and quote 1113. total muummu p.hmo 1 amn 


ussitraaeC' « promise to you 

cf ■ txnr way of doing bwanew . WBfa the in traM u ct i oo of ota 1993 
ranee of cars, we radnead tba now car profit taargfn miablc to 
ov Dealers and prices acre radnead. lids bubs (fnt the prices 
job see are the prices jnn (Jwold pan there is do aaed to bagge 
onr dseoants. Fran oow on cwtonws c*n boy tbeir new Peogeot 
totfe rncfl d Mi ct i , Imow im Bat they wg haw; > Wr deal. 


ojwie its nu rauMTt tm u wmtbs-waw wwmBBJsupB 

ONTKMMDMBCt* C 7 .SI 0.00 RJIUJB 


I APB/FLAT RATE 


U0WTH.T PAYWWTS 
ANWCfOMES 


TOTAL AMOUNT PAYAELE 


MK/0.01 
13.754 36 BON 
£312.9?, 12 


X751JDII0M 
£168 42,48 

ZI.3M4M* 
iB.670 41 



PEUGEOT DIESELS. FUEL FOR THOUGHT 


PEUGEOT 


EVOrr SEW PDJteffl CAfi BESLUTS flDI TH- PfiJffOT UfflCAffi P«ww«. WHCH KXUZ5 12 K*mC BUMIID MEW MKWRY TOR fWS AC U80* VC A 6 YEAR WmsfOMTiM *mwn fffrtft SUBJECT TO STATUS [OVEP IfS GNLn. W FMAMX plc rtehstd cw i*t mnurn mfcm. 
HCUSE. 3CUNI MStt, LMXn HCSfc 2QQ. A CWWWIE XW S£ K!)UKQ. MEniN QUQIAlQSnnufiLt OR 9E9EST ROM SMI LOCAL PEUGEOT DEALER. INMft OTOE KW.T TO ALL NEW HSU CA9Q. LtCUJWe TOE 4ffi LS1ATES AMVOI SOS 
HBAOWY1993 HD 11S7 IHflCH IW3 fKM M AUTHOBSfD PfOCOT OOilX /tfPUrS TO UKTJCSKIITS ONLY &OUIWG NATX3WUT leGOWItD aLTIt. T« ffifl SA1X5 H® Wfi7ME«i ROM® WVS. EiTCRtW CfTOB AAflY *va m y ^ m rim !■ 

■BariBWBBBRIinB.-*g«!UH&£»SAOEPTJIMX fU P«Aai BTVtnsr DOTUOT FREES CORRECT *T TH W CCWS tOFHESS MS ADVUTtSEWn IS PLMXO ONBDttLF OF PEISOT TALBOT MOTOR CDWtWTFIC. P0 80*227, COVBIWCV3“S” 
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boot electric 

power capacity windows alloy front electrically 

price steering, (litres) (front & rear) wheels fog lamps adjustable mirrors 


^here’s onl y one 

problem with buying 
the car of your dreams. 


toledo 1.8 GLXi £ 10,695 

vauxhall cavalier 1.6 LS £11,575 

Peugeot 405 1.8 GL £11,755 

nissan primera 1.6 LX £11,910 


yes 550 

yes 460 


yes 470 

yes 480 


550 yes yes 

460 front only no 

470 front only no 

480 yes no 


no 


no 


Th 


e price 

could keep you awake at ui 


It looks like a dream. It drives like a dream. It performs like a dream. 

The reality is, your dream car costs £2,000 more than you can afford 
to pay. So short of trying to raise the extra money, are you going to have 
to lower your expectations? ' 


Not if you buy a SEAT Toledo. Because unlike most car 
manufacturers who have recently increased their 
prices, at SEAT we’ve just taken the highly 
unusual step of reducing ours. 


This means that the Toledo 1.8 GLXi now costs only £10,695. 

And if the price seems unbelievable, 
so is what you get for it. 

The GLXi comes complete with many standard features that 

are far from standard on more expensive cars. 

These include power steering, 
sliding steel sunroof, electric windows and alloy wheels. 


Like all Toledo’s, the GLXi also has a cavernous 550 litre 
boot (ensuring you’re not just financially more loaded), 
a 6 year anti-corrosion warranty and only needs 
major services every 20,000 miles. 

To make sure you end up driving as soundly as you sleep, 
there’s even a 5 ring safety cage, 

side impact bars and front and rear crumple zones. 

\ • ■ 

If you’d like to test drive a Toledo 1.8 GLXi, contact 
your nearest SEAT dealer. 

(Call Freephone 0800 521382 for their address 
or for a free brochure). 


You’ll then have a dream car that — —— 

won’t be a nightmare to pay for. . 

The car shown is Toledo J.8 GLXi. Previous price .£12,187. .All prices exclude £390 charge for number plates and delivery to dealer premises 
Side impact bah standard on all 1998 model year Toledos- For further information call Freephone 0800 821382. Mo lability approved* 
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By Tim Jones, transport correspondent 
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A FORGOTTEN cavern, al¬ 
most cathedraHike in scale, 
wfaii* was boflt by Robert 
Stephenson to enable Euston 
stati on to become London's 
first rail passenger terminus, 
could soon be publidy re¬ 
vealed for the first time in 150 
years. 

Stephenson’s Vaults in 
north London, a monument 
to the tenacity of Victorian 
engineering, have lain flooded 
and forgotten for decades, 
outlasting the demise of 
steam, rail nati onalisa ti o n 
and the Beeching cats. 

They are a dramatic legacy 
of an age when the Industrial 
Revolution made engineers 
kings among men and engi¬ 
neering challenges could be 
tackled with only limited 
thought given to envixonnieit- 
tal concerns. 

The vaults, which lie be¬ 
neath the railway tracks 
alongside Camden goods yard 
in north London, were con¬ 
ceived fay Stephenson after 
Parliament empowered the 
Birmingham Railway in 1837 
to extend from Camden goods 

yard down to Boston. 

Stephenson realised. his 
railw ay engines, developed 
from his father’s pioneering 
locomotive—were not power¬ 
ful enough to cope with die 
slope and overcame the prob¬ 
lem by building ins 100ft 
long, 63ft wide cavern, wfttidi 
was marked by two 130ft 

chimneys. . 

Inside he builthuge steam- 
powered winches that pulled 
the trains up toCamden from 
Easton on a mile-long rope. 
The rope itself, 7m in c ii c u m- 
ferenoe and weighing almost 
12 tons, was a wonder of the ■ 
age. The whole operation was 
co-ordinated by officials using 
what is believed to bethe first 


pbenson had developed loco¬ 
motives that could manay 
the incline without assis¬ 
tance. The engines were sold 
to a coal mine in Russia nnrf 
the vaults abandoned.' Ac¬ 
cording to English Heritage: 
‘The majestic scale of the 
vaults pots them in a'class 
with other celebrated engi¬ 
neering monuments of the 
railway age.” 

Brian Waters a f the Boisot 
Waters Cohen Partnership, 
which is hoping to develop the 
site, has submitted a plan to 
Camden cotmcii which envis¬ 
ages it bang used as a 
heritage gallery and a retail 
and health dub centre. 

Mr Waters said: The Cam¬ 
den Goods yard is of major 
significance to the develop¬ 
ment of London- and the 
railways. It would be a won¬ 
derful tribute to Stephenson 
if it could be used and enjoyed 
by the public.” 

At present, much of the site 
is unused but important land¬ 
marks of the railway heritage 
remain: the Ro undhouse en¬ 
gine shed, the engine vaults, 
die Grand Union Canal and 
die great cutting down to 
Easton. 

The same problem had 
occurred at the Liverpool end 
of the Liverpool- and 
Manchester railway, where 
the steep indme from 
Edgehill to die Wapping ter¬ 
race ran for much of the way 
in a tunnel. ' 

Since the act for that line 
stipulated that steam was not 
to be used in the tunnel 
alternative traction was pro¬ 
vided fay a cable hauled fay 
stationary engines at the top 
of the inditie. . . 

It was such schemes, that 
contributed to Stephenson’s' 
reputation- as rate of the 
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commercial telephone fine in " master engineers of the Vic- 
tbe country. By 1844. Ste- torian.eza. 




Tunnel in time: Mike Smith, a BR surveyor, explores the abandoned vaults 
whose construction in 1837 is illustrated in a contemporary etching 


And A Cheque Book 




men want 
-up at enquiry 


By Christopher Elliott 


THREE directors _of Matrix 
ChurdnQ who were cleared of 
illegally -exporting . defence 
equipment to Iraq have told 
Lord Justice Scott thai they 
will give evidence to his enqui¬ 
ry. but only if they are legally 
represented and their costs 
met out of public funds. 

Paul Henderson, Trevor 
Abraham and Peter Allen 
were cleared offlfeaaJJy export¬ 
ing equipment for making 
shell fuses to Iraq when the 
Customs and Exrise case 
against diem collapsed after 
die former minister Alan 
da rk admitted he had been 
"economical with / the 
actuality. 

A report yesterday said that 

Mark Gutteridge, a key wit¬ 
ness at their trial, would not 
give evidence to the judicial 
enquiry into the arms-for-Iraq 
affair. It surprised toe eight 
members of toe secretariat 
assisting Lord Justice Scott. 

Mr Gutteridge. a former 
employee of Matrix Churchill, 
gave important evidence at the 
trial regarding his near 20 
years as an agent of MI5 and 
MI 6. He told the juiy that he 


had passed on information 
abbuf the machine tool corn- 
party’s trade with Iraq, an 
Activity he feared could endan- 
: toefives of himself and his 
He told the Daily 
Telegraph that he had "every- 
thing to lose and-nothing to 
gain” Ity giving ev iden c e to 
Lord Justice Scott. 

Mr Henderson said last 
night “Our position is dear.: 
Our lawyer has notified the 
enquiry that we are prepared 
to give evidence but Only if .we 
are legally represented and. all 
our costs are -paid for. We have 
not yet had a formal reply to 
our request but have been told 
that details of toe form of toe 
enquiry are to be announced 
soon.” V ' . 

Lmd Justice Scott & expect¬ 
ed to make an announcement 
next week. He wiE set the 
scene for the most important 
public enquiry " concerning 
government probity since 
Lord Franks’ investigation 
into the events that led to the 
Falklands conflict ' •• 

The enquiry will attempt to 
discover whether government 
departments connived in the 


export of defence equipment 
and dual-use goods to Iraq for 
years before toe Matrix Chur¬ 
chill case. Lord Justice Scott 
has also been asked to investi¬ 
gate events surrounding toe 
so-called supergun affair. 

He is reaching the end of 
the herculean task'of reading 
himself into 170 volumes of 
government documents, in¬ 
ducting more than 10,000 
released by MIS and MI6. 
These highly sensitive papers, 
are being held at the offices of 
the enquiry, near Bucking¬ 
ham Palace. 

As well as stating when and 
where he is to hear toe oral 
evidence, the judge may also 
make it dear from whom it 
wiD come and how much of it 
will be in public. It is expected 
that at least 30 witnesses, 
inducting ministers past and 
present, intelligence agents 
and tiv3 servants, wiD be 
called to give evidence. 

Although no one has yet 
been formally approached to 
give evidence, a spokesman 
tor toe enquiry team said they 
bad received no indication 
that any other likely witnesses 


would not give evidence. Mr 
Alan Clark, the former de¬ 
fence and trade minister 
whose admission at the trial 
was a key reason for Customs 
and Excise dropping the 
charges, told The Times yester¬ 
day that he would give evi¬ 
dence. A spokesman at the 
office of Baroness Thatcher 
said that if asked to give 
evidence she was Tikefy to do 
so”. 

A number of civil servants, 
however, are concerned about 
being called before toe enqui¬ 
ry and may refuse toe invita¬ 
tion. They fear that then- 
evidence might breach oaths 
of confidentiality or be a 
breach of toe Official Secrets 
Act A number of senior 
officials are trying to find out 
whether they may be legally 
represented. 

The eight-strong team sup¬ 
porting Lord Justice Scott 
indudes three officials from 
the Department of Trade and 
Industry and two lawyers. 
Presiley Baxendale QC will 
lead the questioning at the 
hearings, which are likely to 
start by the end of next month. 


Submariner boards 
fast train to success 


By Michael Evans 
DEFENCE correspondent 


A FORMER submarine com¬ 
mander has switched success¬ 
fully. after 22 years in the 
Royal Navy, to British Ran. 
Andy Johnson was once 

second-in-command of toe 
nud ear-powered hunter killer 
submarine HMS Svnftsuie, 
and commanding officer oi 
the diesel-powered boat HMS 

Onyx. 

His transfer to civilian em¬ 
ployment has given hope to 
the thousands of servicemen 
leaving: the aimed forces 
under toe Optio ns for Change 
redundancy programme and 

now hunting for jobs. - 

Mr Johnson, 45, was not 

consdousty looking for ajtor- 

feient form of transport when 
he: 



Johnson: his example 
gives hope to others 


e xcellent team and toey.genu- 
inely welcomed me." Mr 
Johnson, who fives with his 
wife and . two children near 
Cjujppenhami: Wiltshire, is 
now in a newly created post as 
on-train service manager for 


nc d on-train service manager »» 
manage for ® 3 Paddington-Swindon and 

Cornwall L-« o^/Knomn-Penzancetrains, 

managers and-700rafl 


His positive l ead ershi p style, 

srassaass 


paddingtou-Penzancetimns. 

For servicemen taking re¬ 
dundancy . Mr Johnson. ad¬ 
vised against “thinking yon 
fcnew ri alT: They should not 



Swindon leads new 
university race 


By John O’Leary, education correspondent 


A NEW wave of satellite 
universities is posed to fill toe 
gaps in the higher education 
map of Britain, in spite of the 
governments cutback in stu¬ 
dent numbers. 

Tomorrow. Swindon will 
become the latest town to 
launch a university plan. The 
Cranfieid Institute of Technol¬ 
ogy. which already has univer¬ 
sity status, will go into 
partnership with Swindon 
College to provide Wiltshire’s 
first lull ‘ higher education 
programme. 

Lincoln is also expected to 
receive Privy Council approval 
soon for a university. The 
county counal-has-committed 
£10 million to the project in 
response to an initiafiveby toe 
local business community. 

The campus, which will cost 
£32 miflian and is planned to 
open in 1996, wll'be an 
outpost of Nottingham Trent 
University initially. But the 
ultimate objective is to create 

_ an autonomous university for 

he said. : I toe region, which first tried to 

v": t- rr. 


create a university at Stamford 
in 1330. 

Similar ventures are already 
in operation, in Stockton-on- 
Tees. Cleveland, and Telford, 
Shropshire. Stockton’s univer¬ 
sity college is a joint initiative 
by Durham and Teesside 
universities, whDe Telford’s 
fledgling campus is pari of 
Wolverhampton University. 

Other universities have cre¬ 
ated a network of associated 
colleges. De Montfort Univer¬ 
sity. for example, although 
based in Leicester, offers 
courses in colleges throughout 
the Midlands, as well as 
running a-campus in Milton 
Keynes. 

The Higher Education 
Funding Council for England 
is encouraging such develop¬ 
ments with a £3.5 million fond 
for new courses in areas with 
little higher education provi¬ 
sion. Although universities 
wiU be limited to 100 students 
per project, toe council has a 
large number of bids to con¬ 
sider by May. 
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Bird stocks 
fall as food 
runs out 


Flocks of wading birds have 
been forced to abandon their 
traditional winter feeding 
grounds on the Wash because 
of a shortage of shellfish and 
are appearing in bade 
gardens. 

Many of the birds — 
oystercatchers — have died 
because of a shortage of cock¬ 
les and mussels in die tidal 
waters between Norfolk and 
Lincolnshire, according to a 
British Trust for Omitooli 
report • 

A spokesman said this year’s 
count of oystercatchers was 
down to 12,000 compared 
with 45,000 in 1988. The 
birds were having to travel 
long distances to hunt for 
alternative food such as 
earthworms. 



logy 


GP struck off 


Dr Meegahawanege De Silva, 
a GP in Milton Keynes, was 
ordered to be struck off by toe 
General Medical Council for 
offering “potentially danger¬ 
ous” pills and injections to 
overweight women as a slim¬ 
ming cure. 


Body found 


Police are questioning a 35- 
year-dd man after toe body of 
a 14-year-old girl was found 
dumped in a telephone kiosk 
near her home in Kirkby 
Woodhouse, Notting¬ 
hamshire. 


Train hits cars 



S A G E 


R L I 


+ 2 



A Revolution in Accoiwitng Software 

T 


rust Sage, tile world's No. 1 ill 
orcoiuiring software, to come up 
with something so t/ifferenl. it's nothing 
short of revolutionary. IX hat's so radical 
about Sterling +2 is the way it works. 
Real-life forms. such as cheques, invoices 
and VAT returns, are simulated on-screen 
- so even a complete beginner intnitirelv 
feels at home. 


1 his- flexibility to fir in with the wav 
work rliui makes Sterling +2 l In- 


tiuturul ehoice For beginners ami advanced 
users alike. For more informal ion and a 
free demonstration disk, call Sage /nv mi 
08011 -H7777 quoting reference TT-J. or 
send off tile coup'ill below. 


Two cars left on a railway line 
by joyriders were wrecked 
when a goods train ploughed 
into them in Saltourn-by-the- 
Sea, Cleveland. The train crew 
was unhurt. 


M-way delays 


Drivers on toe Ml can expea 
delays until the end of toe year 
after work widening toe north¬ 
bound carriageway starts be¬ 
tween junctions 9 and 10 in 
Bedfordshire and Hertford¬ 
shire on Monday. 


Spot the dog 


The editor of toe Uangeiiho 
Times in Dyfed is claiming 
that a spoHhe-sbeepdog con¬ 
test has boosted sales by 17 per 
cent in a rural area where 
readers are not interested in 
spotting footballs. 


Carried away 

Tourist chiefs in Hull are plan- 


li'i. sin'll a simple idea. Von s>ee. other 
urea 1111 ting software packages expect 
v on to think like a computer. Even if 
ymi'rr already familiar with manual 
bookkeeping, ynn’re expected 10 rc-leam 
routines and change vour watf of working. 
Bur with Sterling +2 you follow ljtc same 
procedures und logic as in iiuuiikiI book¬ 
keeping. (Except nf romse that all double- 
entry bookkeeping routine* are handled 
for you amoinaiicaiiv). 



Pfcwr -rod rar a fifr Sirrlaie -fl! ilcinoQr^raJiiX] dhA and Ml I 
mr MMralmui I hi* moliuiciun nn amiunilDj;|«riapi-. 
riMftlrir ami Man ihu raapaa to 
/fcr atUrrm i Mbit. TT4 


Xaur. 
Ill Ir.- 


Even though it * very easy-to-its-e. 
Sterling +2 perform*- nil the functions a 
growing company could want. Yet with 
four product? in the range to choor>e 
from.'yon pay only for the functions 
your rompanv needs. What's more, vuii 
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Yugoslav general in 
Iraq to negotiate 
‘arms for oil’ deal 


■ Serbs continue to delay supply convoys. 
Now the Yugoslav army chief has asked 
Saddam Hussein to beat UN sanctions 


From Tim Judah 
IN BELGRADE 

THE drama of eastern Bos¬ 
nia-Herzegovina continued 
yesterday as Serb leaders 
played for time in their cam¬ 
paign to crush the Muslim 
enclave of Srbrenica, overflow¬ 
ing with hungry and desper¬ 
ate refugees. 

It was disclosed that Yugo¬ 
slavia’s army chief. General 
Zivota Panic, visited Baghdad 
on Monday where he was 
reported to have talked about 
the "common destiny of the 
Iraqi and Yugoslav peoples". 
Sources in Belgrade believe 
that General Panic discussed 
arms-for-cil deals. 

According to Baghdad 
radio: “General Panic exposed 
the subversive role of US 
imperialism ... He also ex¬ 
posed the policy of those 
revolving in its orbit which 
aims to destroy Yugoslavia." 
General Panic met Iraq’s min¬ 
ister of defence. All Hassan al- 
Majid.' Officials at the 
Yugoslav ministry of defence 
declined to comment on the 


report Yugoslavia and Iraq 
are under international sanc¬ 
tions — even South Africa has 
now imposed UN-ordered 
sanctions against Yugoslavia 
— but Iraq has ofl. one of the 
main commodities Serbia 
needs to keep afloat 
Almost all Islamic countries 
turned against Yugoslavia 
after the war in Bosnia began 
and are now the loudest voices 
calling for military interven¬ 
tion in the country. Iraq and 
Libya backed Belgrade, al¬ 
though yesterday there were 
signs that even Libya was 
turning against the Serbs. The 
Yugoslav ambassador to Trip¬ 
oli was summoned to see 
Colonel Muammar Gaddafi, 
who is reported to have told 
him: "The world’s conscience 
cannot bear the continuous... 
killing of children, old people 
and women." 


Meanwhile, Radovan Ka¬ 
radzic, the Bosnian Serb lead¬ 
er. spoke to Sadako Ogata, the 
High Commissioner for Refu¬ 
gees. yesterday by telephone 
and assured her that not only 
would a blocked convoy for 
Srbrenica be allowed to leave 
but so would three others. 
However, local commanders 
were insisting yesterday that 
the Srbrenica convoy could 
not leave with its Canadian 
military escort or with its 
communications team. This 
was unacceptable to the UN 
and the convoy remained 
blocked. 

The UN and Bosnian Serbs 
have discussed a deal in which 
the Srbrenica convoy would 
take food to the town and 
evacuate the wounded to Bos¬ 
nian government-held Tuzla. 
then move Serbs from there to 
Serb-held territory. 



Breton barrage: farmers pelt police with some of the 3,000 tonnes of unsold 
potatoes dumped in Pontivy, Brittany, at a demonstration over falling sales 


Yeltsin presses for 
early aid summit 

From Amatol Leeven in Moscow 


PRESIDENT Yelt sin ye ster- 
day appealed for urgent eco¬ 
nomic aid from the West and 
giid that the July summit of 
the Gnmp of Seven leading 
industrialised countries might 
come too late to save Rus sia. 
Mr Yeltsin was spea king af ter 
meeting President Mitterrand 
of France in Moscow. 

M Mitterrand, whose one- 
dayvisit was intended to prop 
up the Russian leader’s au¬ 
thority, suggested that G7 
leaders should meet as soon as 
possible after next month's 
summit between Mr Yeltsin 
and President Clinton in Van¬ 
couver. In Paris earlier, a pres¬ 
idential spokesman said that 
M Mitterrand would "demon¬ 
strate his support for and 
confidence in Yeltsin during 
this period of constitutional 
deadlock... France series the 
success of democratic reforms 
and economic recovery." M 
Mitterrand and Mr Clinton 
agreed lad week in Washing¬ 
ton that the G7 countries 
should move to help Russia 
before the July summit; but 
G7 officials who met in Hong 
Kong last weekend to plan the 
summit pot forward no plans 
for extra aid or an emergency 

meetin g tr> riiwnss this . 


Anxiety in the West about 
die threat to Mr Yehsin is ra¬ 
pidly growing, but some of the 
other former Soviet republics 
are even more concerned. 
Even a government erf the pre¬ 
sent Russian "centrist" oppo¬ 
sition to Mr Yeltsin would be 
likely to take a much more 
strongly nationalist line, par¬ 
ticularly over issues such as the 
rights of Russians in the Baltic 
states and the status of the 
Crimea, currently a subject of 
dispute between Moscow and 
Kiev. If hardline Communists 
and extreme nationalists came 
to power, the entire region 
could face the risk of war. 

□ Popular support Mr 
Yeltsin’s office said yesterday 
that h was receiving more than 

3,000 letters a day urging the 
president to consult the 
people, to end his power 
struggle with parliament The 
letters gpack the decisions of 
last week’s emergency seesion 
of the Congress, of People’s 
Deputies, and called on the 
president to "defend democra¬ 
cy and reforms". The office 
raid these writing were partic¬ 
ularly, upset that the Congress 
had blocked Mr Yeltsin’s plan 
to consult the people with a 
referendum. (AFP) 


Millions of people find 
it more interesting 
than the average TV 

commercial. 


We Brits love our cuppas. 

And never more so than when 
sitting in front of the telly. 

The truth is for many of 
us ‘commercial break’ means 
‘tea break ’ the perfect time to 
make a dash for the kettle. 

Not to mention zap 
between channels, check on 
the kids, go to the loo, or 
read the paper (more about j/7; 
that later). 

After all, who 
wouldn’t rather miss a 
few adverts than a vital 
clue in Inspector Morse? 

Of course, those 
who spend a fortune¬ 
advertising their 
wares on />. 
telly would 
like to think we 
all sit glued to the com¬ 
mercials. Sorry, but we don’t. And unless 
there’s a secret formula for changing a habit of 
a lifetime, chances are we never will. 

Newspapers, however, are a different kettle 
of fish altogether. Leave the room for a minute. 


and they’re still there when you get back. 
Make tea, make love, make a macaroni 
cheese, and you can still read the 

*%?*£*" aftc r rds 


By the same 
token, you can 
still read 



^^#|^the ads. 

The 
T chance 
to excite, 
' . intrigue and 
infonn.isn’t lost 
if someone leaves 
the room between 
9.58 pm and 9.59 pm on a 
Thursday night. 

And when you consider 
how much cheaper it is to. 
*. advertise in the press... well, 
we won’t go into that 
here. After all, some poor 
soul reading this may just 
have signed away a couple of million quid on a 
sexy new television campaign. 

In which case, something quite a 
bit stronger than a cup of Rosy Lee 
may be in order. 



Chirac’s 
allies vow 
to scrap 
farm deals 

From Charles Bremner ‘ 
IN PARIS 


WHILE President Mitter¬ 
rand has been busywithvisits 
to Washington and Moscow 
over the past week the proba¬ 
ble leaders of the next French 
povernment have made prom¬ 
ises on foreign policy that 
could lead to confrontation 
with the allies.. 

Both Jacques Chirac, the 
Gauflist leader, and Valfiiy 
Giscaid d’Estaing, the leader 
of the. centreright UDF 
grouping have promised that 
once in power, their govern¬ 
ment will scrap both -ife 
accords on form bade be¬ 
tween the Enropean Cbm- 
numity and Washington and 
last year's reform of the 
common agricultural policy. 
EC and US officials are trying 
to gauge whether to dismiss 
these as campaign rhetoric or 
prepare for a new period of 
French obstructiveness. 

M Chirac says be will have 
no tiring of die form accord, 
reached last November with¬ 
in the Gatt “The Americans 




a 


FRENCH 



ELECTIONS 


wffl be outraged. There will be 
a battle of wills and we will 
have an agricultural crisis in 
Brussels. That is not very 
serious. Europe has. been 
buflt out of a series of crises 
overcome," he said. 

M Giscazd d’Estaing. 
whose pro-European creden¬ 
tials axe . for stronger, is also 
calling the Gatt accord com¬ 
pletely unacceptable and on 
Monday he promised to dis¬ 
mantle the CAP reform. 

For the past few months, 
Fiance's partners have ob¬ 
served something of a mora¬ 
torium on the trade issues, 
putting down, the rhetoric 
from both the Mitterrand' 
administration and the oppo¬ 
sition to the need to appease 
the. country’s mili tant form¬ 
ers. However, their patience 
is running out. Germany ha< 
signalled over the past week 
that French obstruction to a 
new Gatt accord, which Bonn 
sees as vital could endanger 
the Franco-German alliance 
and German support for the 
strong franc in particular. 

□ Post wanted: Faring the 
prospect of unemployment 
after the elections, Bernard 
Koudmer, the popular health 
minister,- has. applied for .a 
riling post at a Paris 
rifcaTschoaL (AFP) 


Georgia. 

accuses 

Moscow 

Moscow: Eduard Shevard¬ 
nadze yesterday accused Rus¬ 
sian troops of taking the side 
of Abkhazian 'separatists as 
fighting intensified in the 
Black Sea town of Sukhumi 
the Georgian leader, in a 
rail from Sukhumi, 
capital of Abkhazia, said 
that at least, 70 people had 
been tilled in an attack and 
100 houses had . beeh. de-; 
strayed in airraids.. 

-"After today's events I can 
say tiiat ive -are faring a 
conflict between Georgia arid 
Russia," local journalists 
quoted Mr Shevardnadze as 
idling parliament in-the capi- 
foLTbUKllReate^ 

Italian scandal 
claims leader 

Rome: Renato Altissimo, head 
of the JUboal Party, a junior 
partner in fee ruling coalition, 
resigned after coming under 
investigation in Italy’s corrup¬ 
tion scandal. 

Signor Altissimo said that 
he was going "in order to have 
a finer hand to defend my 
honour" and denied ever tak¬ 
ing bribes. (Reuter) 

Espinosa dies 

Panama City: Ricardo Arias 
Espinosa, die Panama presi¬ 
dent from 1955 to 1956, died 
on Monday after a long fight 
against cancer. He was SO. 
President Endara declared 
yesterday a day of national 
mourning. (AP) 

My Lai service 

Hanoi: More than 1.000 Viet¬ 
namese villagers, joined by 
officials and American visi¬ 
tors, gathered at a stone me¬ 
morial to mourn 504 villagers 
who were killed by American 
soldiers 25 years ago in My 
Lai. (Reuter) 

Pay protest 

Aden: A general strike para¬ 
lysed southern Yemen as 
angzy workers demonstrated 
against the government’s fail¬ 
ure .to pay public employees 
for the past three 
months. (Rented 

Naked rage 

Sydney: Australian women’s 
groups have called on Toyota, 
the Japanese car manufactur¬ 
er, to withdraw full-page 
newspaper advertisements us¬ 
ing a naked pregnant woman 
to launch a new wide-bodied 
car. (Reuterf 

Holy water 

Osaka: Fifteen Buddhist 
pnests have opened a bar in 
western Japan to try to meet 
people and halt the move 
away from religion, the daily 
newspaper Asahi Shimbun 
has reported. (Reuter) 
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ou can. 


British Midland’s new, 4-flights- 
every-weekday service between 
Heathrow and Frankfurt could hardly 
be launched on a more appropriate date* 
On the same day, British Midland 
also introduces Diamond EuroClass, 
a genuine watershed in European 
business travel. 

For the first time, Business Class 
passengers have a choice of fares for 
a choice of travel needs-a fully- 
flexible Executive Return, our 
innovative 3 Day Executive Return, 
and Eurobudget for trips with a 
flexible return time. 


All three give; Business Class 



separate cabin. 


All three entitle you to advanced 
seat assignment, priority check-in 
and priority disembarkation. 

And all three save you serious 
amounts of money. Even the most 
expensive Diamond EuroClass fare 
will be no more than other airlines’ 
normal Economy fares. 

For example, you can save over 
£138 on a return trip to Paris, more 
than £100 to Brussels, over £120 to 
Frankfurt. 

For years, Business Class 
travellers have demanded sensible 
prices and a choice of fares. 

British Midland is proud to be 
the first major European airline to 
meet that demand. 




Diamond 

EuroClass 


HEATHROW 
T O 

FRANKFURT 


EUROCLASS 
EXECUTIVE RETURN 
SAVE £3 6 

EUROCLASS 

3 DAY EXECUTIVE RETURN 
SAVE £100 

EUROCLASS 
EUROBUDGET RETURN 
SAVE £121 


Compared to other airlines' lull Business Class return feres. 



British Midland 


THE SERIOUS ALTERNATIVE 
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Extremists step up 
terror campaign as 
Cairo buses bombed 


From Christopher Walker 

IN CAIRO 

A BOMB exploded yesterday 
outside Cairo’s antiquities mu¬ 
seum. a favourite spot for 
foreign visitors which houses 
the world's finest collection of 
Pharaonic treasures. No one 
was hurt 

Five tourist buses were dam¬ 
aged in this latest attack inthe 
terrorist campaign against 
tourists to Egypt. 11 was widely 
assumed to be the work of 
Islamic militants determined 
to overthrow the government 
and replace it with an Islamic 
republic. 

The bomb exploded at J pm 
on the edge of the city's busy 
Tahrir Square, dose to the 
imposing Nile Hilton Hotel, 
causing panic among passers- 
by. The buses were empty at 
the rime. The attack followed a 
warning by the militant Islam¬ 
ic Group that ail foreigners 
should leave Egypt and liqui¬ 
date their investments. 

The bomb had been planted 
in or under the luggage com¬ 
partment of one of the buses. 


■ Islamic militants have cost Egypt £700 
million in lost tourism. Despite heightened 
security, they appear able to strike at will 


Police sources said it blew a 
hole ten inches deep in the 
asphalt of the car park. The 
government had in recent 
days heightened security 
around the museum — whose 
100.000 exhibits include the 
gold mask of King Tutankha- 
mun — and all other main 
tourist venues in the country. 

The blast occurred only a 
few hundred yards from the 
coffee house destroyed on 
February 26 in a bomb attack 
in which two tourists were 
killed and eight injured. Inves¬ 
tigators have been hying to 
find if there was any link 
between that explosion and 
the bomb which ripped 
through New York’s World 
Trade Centre on the same day. 
It has also been suggested that 
an Islamic group might have 
been behind last Friday's 
bomb attacks in Bombay. 


Although there was no im¬ 
mediate claim of responsibility 
for yesterday’s blast, it was 
widely assumed by security 
experts to have been the work 
of the Islamic Group. Forty 
three members of the group 
are on trial in a military court 
for various attacks on tourists. 

The Islamic campaign 
against tourism, designed to 
cause maximum economic 
damage to the government 
has led to losses of about £700 
million in revenues since last 
summer. Earnings from tour¬ 
ism provide the Egyptian ex¬ 
chequer with its largest supply 
of foreign currency. 

Yesterday’s blast was seen as 
a widely predicted backlash 
against tough police action. 
Last week police killed 16 
Islamic militarns and wound¬ 
ed 50 in gun battles in and 
around Cairo and Aswan. 




This is no ordinary notebook. 

With intelligent capabilities far in excess 
of the rest of their generation, the AST 
PawerEvec is an advanced range of i486SL and 
i386SL PCs. 

For a stare, the PowerExec can actually 
think for itself. 

Using heuristic algorithms, it regularly 
monitors the way you like to work, then 
adjusts its battery conservation and power 
management features accordingly (delivering 
up ro 6.S hours use from j use one battery 
pack). This leaves you free to concenrrate on 
more important matters. 

Clever, isn’t it? 

But a superior IQ hasn’t made it aloof 
from your other computers. 

The PowerExec is the only PC of its size 
to offer so many connectivity options. 

You have a choice of two industry 
standard PCMCIA slots and a range of cards 
(for modem and fax, network and SCSI 
adaptors). Then there’s the EasyPort which 


allows you to connect to a full size keyboard 
and monitor, plus the PowerStation which 
gives you two additional drive bays and 
expansion slots. 

The PowerExec is also uniquely 
upgradable. 

Upgradable not only with faster 
processors, but also with easily removable hard 
disks (up to 200Mb), snap-in memory modules 
(up to 32Mb), and sharp mono screens up to 
glorious colour (including the new high 
resolution active matrix). 

The point is, the PowerExec is blessed 
with an intelligent, modular design that gives 
you an unparalleled capability to upgrade and 
expand as your working or software needs 
demand, without sacrificing your initial 
investment. 

Finally, as with any serious desktop PC, 
you have a comprehensive choice of security 
features, even including a strong cable lock 

option. 

Which is just as well, since a 


comparer this smart will always be highly 
sought after. 


For further information 
call the AST Information 
Service on 081-568 4350. 


.18? 


1 Please forward a copy of rhe latest AST "" ' 
j video and details of the PowerExec range. j 

| (Mr/Ms/Dr)-1- ___j 

( Job Title .. -- 

I Organisation---:_1 

I Address----- I 


Postcode... 

INS/TtMI7/3 


Tel___ 


COMPUTER 

The intelligent choice. 

AST Intunoanon Service, AST Europe Ltd, 
FREEPOST (TK 427), Brentford, Middlesex, TW8 8BR. 


To call it a mere 
notebook would be 

an insult 

to its intelligence. 


Model tyrant a waxwork President Saddam gets final touches before being displayed at Madame Tussaud’s 
yesterday. Visitors have again voted him top m the hate and fear section of die annua! Tussaud’s peril 


Gangsters 

‘bombed’ 

Bombay 

From AFP 

IN BOMBAY 

MUSLIM members of Bom¬ 
bay’s underworld carried out 
the bombings here last week 
and the blasts may have been 
aimed at avenging die deaths 
of Muslims during communal 
riots, a senior police officer 
said yesterday. 

Additional Police Commis¬ 
sioner V.N. Deshmukh said 
police had concluded that the 
11 bombing were staged by 
members of a criminal syndi¬ 
cate linked to known Bombay 
crime boss Dawood Ibrahim, 
a Muslim who lives in Dubai. 
*The linkage has been conclu¬ 
sively established.’* he stud. 
“The involvement of the locals 
is very much there.” ' 

He said Muslim gangsters 
may have carried out Friday's 
bombings, which left nearly 
300 people dead arid 1.250 
injured, to avenge the large- 
scale killings of Mudims ty 
Hindu mobs (hiring sectarian 
violence in January. "There is 
certainly a religious factor." 

Nearfy 700 people died and 
many Muslim shops and busi¬ 
nesses were torched during 
ten days of rioting in Bombay 
in January after the December 
6 demolition of the ancient 
Babri mosque in the northern 
town of Ayodhya by Hindu 
extremists. 

Amarjft Singh Samra. the 
Bombay police chief, an¬ 
nounced that police were look¬ 
ing for several Muslim 
gangsters suspected of links 
with Mr Ibrahim, who is 
accused of running prostitu¬ 
tion, gambling and extortion 
rackets in Bombay. The sus¬ 
pects indude Philoo Khan. 
30, and Mangesh Pawar. 26. 
who are alleged to have 
booked rooms at the hotels 
where bombs exploded. 


Clashes 

prompt 

Israeli 

security 

alert 

From Richard Beesto\ 

IN JERUSALEM 

ISRAEL yesterday drafted in 
thousands of extra police and 
troops to help contain the 
spiralling violence between 
Arabs and Jews, which could 
threaten efforts to revive the 
Middle East peace process. 

Shimon Peres, the Israeli 
foreign minister, who is stand¬ 
ing in for the prime minister. 
Yitzhak Rabin, while the Is¬ 
raeli leader is in Washington, 
ordered the security damp- 
down in Israel and the occu¬ 
pied territories after a series of 
attacks by Palestinians against 
Israelis and retaliatory actions 
by Jews against Arabs. 

All leave for policemen has 
been cancelled until funher 
notice and officers have begun 
working 12-hour shifts in an 
effort to boost the force's 
manpower by 30 per cent In 
addition, extra troops have 
been sent to the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Yesterday Palestinians ac¬ 
cused settlers of murdering 
Nasser Aishe. 24, whose body 
was discovered near the Nur 
Sharris refugee camp in the 
West Bank town of Tulkarm 
In other incidents. one Pales¬ 
tinian teenager was shot dead 
by die army and 45 injured in 
the Khan Yunis refugee camp 
in the Gaza Strip. 

The heavy casualty rare has 
become almost routine over 
the past two weeks; six Israelis 
and eight Palestinians have 
died in the upsurge of vio¬ 
lence. which the government 
appears unable to halt 

The sense of impotence was 
most dearly illustrated when 
die police chief. Yaacov 
Terner, appealed to the coun¬ 
try’s 300,000 civilians with 
firearms licenses to carry their 
weapons at all times. Al¬ 
though the call was widely 
crititised by left-wing minis¬ 
ters as a prelude to vigOan- 
tisrn, it has led to a roaring 
business at the county's 
gunshops and shooting 
ranges, where there is a rush 
on semi-automatic pistols. 

Speaking to reporters in 
Washington, Mr Rabin has 
tried to calm the near-hysteri¬ 
cal .public response to the 
attacks by explaining that the 
authorities are hard-pressed to 
monitor the activities of aD 1.8 
million Palestinians. 

However, his comments 
that “stabbings do not threat¬ 
en Israel's existence" has 
caused anger in some quarters 
where it is felt he is insensitive 
to tiie country’s security needs 
and more interested in pursu¬ 
ing diplomatic efforts in 
Washington than safeguard¬ 
ing his people. 

The Israeli leader's low-key 
response is partly a result of his 
talks with President Clinton 
on Monday, when the two 
leadens agreed to pursue the 
stalled peace process in an 
effort to lure the partidpants 
bade to the negotiating table 
on April 20. Mr Rabin is 
aware that if he resorts to a 
brutal crackdown in the occu¬ 
pied territories now. the Pales¬ 
tinian delegation will almost 
certainly cany out its threat¬ 
ened boycott of the peace 
negotiations. 


Tehran opponent is 
shot dead in Rome 

From John Phillips in rome 
and Eve-Ann Prentice 

GUNMEN on a motor 
scooter shot and killed a 
senior opponent of the 
revolutionary Iranian gov¬ 
ernment in a Rome street 
yesterday, raising fears of a 
revival of Middle East ter¬ 
rorism in the capital. 

Two men said to be of 
Middle Eastern appear¬ 
ance rode up to a car 
carrying Muhammad Hus¬ 
sein. NagdiT the Rome rep¬ 
resentative of the Ira nian 
National Resistance Coun¬ 
cil. The pillion fired two 

rounds from a machinegim Nasdi; shot In the 
into the car, wounding Mr head and abdomen 
Nagdi, 42. in the head and aoaomen 

abdomen. He died shortly August 1991. Mr Bakhtiar 
? fter _ bem g taken » had his throat slit and an 
tK-ik a*de. Soroush Katibeh, was 

Tlie kflhng was me first stabbed to death, when two 
of an Iranian citizen in or three assassins visited 
Rome smee 1984. when a his home posing *as 
Jordanian man shot dead supporters. 

Noushme Montassen. the The killings bore chiffine 

similarity tentbe rouSS 
United Arab Emirates dip- the same year of Ahdul 
lomaL Muhammad aF Rahman SnSLidan 
Sawoldi, who was wounded banian dissSmtiki, to 
in tot attack. Dozens of Paris, and oftheja^SeS 
exited opponent of the translator of sfhS 
revolutionary Tehran gov- Rushdie's The 
eminent have been kEUedin IS 

Europe m the last two squads are also 
decades, mchidingjhe last havebUnresponstotefor a 
prune minister of the Shah, number of mSm in 
Shapour Bakhtiar, who was London. bLTfS 
murdered at Ins home on I ranian exile. tniuwt m 

tbe outskirts-of Paris in i9S6b “ m 
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THE BUDGET 

Lamont hints at further tax 
increases to contain deficit 


■ The Chancellor’s prediction of a £50 ’ 

public sector borrowing requirement, 
at the top end of City expectations, was. 

^ ^en as confirtnnig that Britain feices chronic 
financial problems for years to come i' 


By Janet Bush 

ECONOMICS CORRESPONDENT 

THE ChaoceDor of the Exche¬ 
quer confirmed yesterday that 
Britain faces dmanfc pro blems 
in its public finances for some 
years to come and implied that 
the tax increases, for the next 
two years will not be the last in 
the current Parliament if the 
government is to regain con¬ 
trol of the deficit. 

Hie Budget was welcomed 
by the financial marfcrtc 
because of the dose of realism 
it brought to forecasts for the 
economy, although there was 
also a sense of gloom because 
the outlook has been acknowl¬ 
edged to be extremely difficult 

Norman lament's-forecast 
of a £50 bflfion public sector 
borrowing requirement 
(PSBR) in the coming fiscal 


bilHon projected a few month?; 
ago in foe Autumn Statement 
was . regarded by foe 
markets as a fair estimate 
There was some satisfaction 
that foegovernment had been 
honest about foe cfepfa of the 
public - finance . problems. 
Mark CEffe, of Nomura. Re-. 
sean±usaid:“Ihe government 
has hurtled mto rrafityJ 1 ' 

Senior Treasury officials ac- - 
knowiedged foatrfoe Autumn : 
Statement figure should never 
have been regarded _as a, 
serious forecast They said that 
foe latest forecast had to be 
pitched higher because per¬ 
sonal incomes were expected 
to be lower than previously 
anticipated in the coming 
year, and corporate ; profits 
higher. Corporation tax re¬ 
ceipts are collected a year later. 

The government’s forecasts 
for the public sector deficit 
over the next few years make 
grim reading. Last year, Mr 
Lamont envisaged a near- 
balanced budget by foe end of 
foe current Parliament, using, 
dearly optimistic growth fore-, 
casts. It has now been ac¬ 
knowledged that growth will 
be much weaker and that foe 
PSBR will stfll be at 3.75 per 
cent of gross domestic product 
by 1997-8 and then only after 
a 1.7 per cent increase in foe 
tax burden as a percentage of 
gross domestic product. This 
remains above foe 3 per cent 
limit enshrined in the Maas¬ 
tricht treaty. . ; 

Gerard lyoins, economist at 
DKB International- said he 
was relieved foal the govern¬ 
ment had chosen not to raise 
taxes this year but rem ained 
gloomy about foe longer-term 
prospects for foe ■ economy. 
"Even on the government's 
asstm^xion that it can secure a 
sustainable recovery, it has 


admitted that we face a persis¬ 
tent, structural Budget defieft 
which is riot going- to go 
away." Mr LyrmsheHevesthat 
the government wifrhave to 
raisetaxes farther and that the 
Chancellor should have cut 
base fending rates 
. The Chancellorbas raised 
his forecast for growth tins 
year to 1.25 per cent from foe 
I per cent predicted in foe 
Autumn S tatemen t. Wj ac¬ 
cording to Mr Gtifie, the 
government appears to ac¬ 
knowledge the debilitating ef¬ 
fect of. ns fax increases by 
forecasting 3 per cent growth 
in foe year .to the middle of 
1994, tailing off towards foe 
end of the year. v 

Consumer spending' fa ex¬ 
pected ^to rise only by 1.25 per 
cent this year and 1.75 per 
cent in 1994. Investment fa 
ejqxxted to remain subdued. 
wifo growth of only O.5 per 
ce n t predicted for this year, 

The xoflation forecast fe^ 
mainsunchangedfromihe 
Autrimh Statement; with uri- 
deriying inflation still jHedict- 
ed to be 3.75 per cent ai fori - 
endoffofayear, at foe top end 
of foe govemmears target 
range. The CSty had been 
hoping for a aighfly. lower 
infiationr forecast, given sharp 
falls in labour costs. 

TheChancdforweritsome 
way towards.acknowledging 
persistent balance of payments 


for foe current account depot 
tins year to £17^ bflEon from 
foe £15.5 billion in the An- 
toomn Statement 
There was some relief that 
Mr Lamont had been able to 
strike a balanoe between insn- 
- fating foe fragile recovery ex¬ 
pected this year from tax 
increases and laying out a 
long-term strategy Iot tackling 
public finances. However, 
some felt that, by announcing 
swingeing tax increases in 
advance, tire Chancellor .was 
pursuing a high-risk strategy. 
John Shepperd, of Warburg 
Securities, sakk “The risk is 
that, if growth doesn’t 
materialise to the extent the 
government hopes, foe eco¬ 
nomic recovery will suddenly 
be knocked an foe head when 
the tax increases bite." : 

Roger Bootle, chiefecono¬ 
mist of Midland Bank, said: 
“The Chanodtor is running 
scared of the consumer and 
wiD not get the positive reac¬ 
tion from foe financial 'mar¬ 
kets that be needed to bolster 
confidence:" ... . 

Simon Jenkins 
and Peter Riddell page 22 
Leading artidc, page 23 


tm 




Home loan relief will be trimmed 


By Lindsay Cook ■ 
MONEY EDITOR 

MORTGAGE tax; relief wiD 
fall to 20 percent from 25 per 
cent, a change that wiD cost 
Iknitebuyers with' loans of 
£30.000 or more up to £10 a 
month from April next year. 

The stamp duty threshold 
will be doubled to £60.000 
now to help new buyers: 
Purchasers of homes worth 
less than £60,000 will not pay 
the transaction tax of I per 
-i cent, saving them up to E6p0. 

The government promised 
in-its section manifesto last 
year to maintain mortgage tax 
relief. At 25 per cent it was 
costing £5.2 When ayear. The 
move to 20 per cent saves over 


El billion at current interest 
Taxes. Scrap pin g higher rate 
tax relief in 1991 saved £420 
million a year. 

Lenders had not sought arty 
housing measures, feeling 
happy with base rates at 6 per 
cent and wishing not to draw 
attention to mortgage tax re¬ 
lief, lest it be scrapped alto¬ 
gether. A survey last week 
stowed that Conservative 
MPs favoured abolition of foe 
rdiet ■ About ten million 
households receive it through 
reduced mortgage payments. 
At current interest rates, it is 
worth £600 a year on a 
£30,000 loan and will be 
worth £480 when relief is 
given at 20 per cent 

Stamp duty is expected to 


raise_ El-5 billion in 1992-3, 
despite a seven-month mora¬ 
torium on it for properties 
under £250.000, which ended 
in August. That moratorium 
was meant to boost foe hous¬ 
ing market. It did cause a rush 
to complete deals before foe 
deadline, but was followed by 
sharp falls in prices. Lenders 
said the concession had dis¬ 
torted the market 

Apart from the concession 
period, the duty has stayed un¬ 
altered since 1984, when foe 
threshold rose from £25,000 
to £30,000. At foe time, most 
first-time buyers paid no duty. 
Now, the average property 
price is about £60,000. 

The duty is 1 per cent of a 
property’s total price if it sells 


for over £30,000. People who 
swap properties that are much 
more expensive can escape foe 
duty if the difference in price 
between foe properties is 
under £30.000. 

Last week, Andrew Long- 
hurst. chief executive of foe 
Cheltenham & 'Gloucester 
Building Society, said that the 
tax relief was the equivalent of 
a 1 per cent diknunt for 
buyers with a £60.000 mort¬ 
gage. He also argued that the 
Mxras (Mortgage Tax Relief 
At Source) system prevented 
lenders from making special 
offers, such as a mortgage with 
no payments for the first three 
or six months. Tax relief is 
only given if foe interest is 
expected to be paid. 


Taxpayers to dig Treasury out of its D1Y hole 


I t was bated as a Budget for 
Jobs, a Bralgrt for Jtecow 
and a Budget for Small Bush 
ness. But there was a far more 
accurate description of yesteroays 

effort a Budget to Pay forNot^ 

Lament’s Mistakes. To make mat¬ 
ters worse, the KH Mr Lamont 
profened to Britain’s taxpayers 
looked Hkcjustfoeb^toimg. 


>r was not, as be soggest- 
ter of a mere £10.5 bffiaon 
m 1995 onwards. To cover 
*s tax demand, the Trea- 

teabfcmkcbttjwi to pay 

. . .. il. ■ iinnt 


or foe cost« me 

bni also foe bketihood 

ter economic under- 
tee stretching as far 
heeyecansee.. 
no coincidence t hat jte 
fr»P> image in yestewT® ■ 


1 jVUTUUnuuL iwwv-- - 

sxtoL What Mr Lamont 
jJain was the reason 

anenTS astonishing 1 '' 


John Smith's before the last general 

ejection. 

la fact foe most significant 
. feature of yesterday’s fiscal plan 
was not even mentioned in foe 
Chancellor's speech. Far from pro- 
. viding a Budget to promote recov¬ 
ery, the Treasury: fa assuming 
Britain will nevtr recover fully from 
tto econo mi c catastrophe pro du ced 
foy John Major and Mr LamonL 

In previous budget projections, 
foe Treasury had-always assumed 
the economy would eventually en¬ 
joy a period of rdatrstJy rapid 
economic growth as in du stry .took 
advantage of spare' capacity and 
nnenqjteyment-was re duced. B ut 
yesterday this happy assu mp t ion 
was abandoned. Mr Lamont is 
aypmmng that -the economy wiD 
never grow by more *an 2. 75 per 

cent ayear.in the foreseeable future. 

Last year, even when the economy 
was stfll in foe dep th of re cession, 
the medium-term ass umpti o n s st¬ 
rays contained several years of 3.5 


fofafatniefOTfoeimenmfoyed.who 
wiD onty find jobs if the economy 
enjoys several years of above-trend 
growth. Yesterday’s economic 
plans, if fulfilled, wcmld permanent- 
fa consign them to foe social scrap 
heap. Equally remarkable is the 
impact of lower growth on the 
pnhfir finances — and hence on the 
tax burden that every working 
Briton will have to bear. 


A fter casually raising his esti¬ 
mate of next year’s public 
sector borrowing require¬ 
ment to an unprecedented £50 
bflfion. the Chancellor simply de¬ 
clared that foe British taxpayer 
would pay without limit, to dig the 
Treasury out of its DIY hole. 

Anybody who thought the tax 
increases of £10.5 bfllfoa annually 
proposed from 1995 onwards 
would be the end of Mr Lamonfs 
exactions, only had look at the kmg- 
tenn. projections in foe Budget red 
.book to be disabused of this naive 
hope. Even after aH the new tares, 


linravuui —Sfrrine 

- did be apologise for offering 

British PuSfc* d€n ^! 
ghjy foree times greater man 


The difference between 2.75 per 
cent and 3.5. per . cent growth .is 
enormous, for taxpayers, business¬ 
es and foe unemployed. Obviously 


the Treasury expects to be nowhere 
near its objective of "bringing the 
budget back towards balance" by 
1997. 

In fact if foe Treasury’s assump- 
tions are right, the PSBR would still 
be £34 bifoon or 4.5 per cent of 
GDP by 1996-7, the last year of foe 
present partament, and the govern¬ 
ment would be be required to 
announce further tax increases 
worth £11 billion in today's money 
to stay within the deficit limits laid 
down in the Maastricht Treaty that 
John Major so fervently wants 
Britain to sign. 

But it did not require any 
complex analysis of treaties or 
economics to realise that Mr 
lamont had even bigger tax in¬ 
creases in mind. His statement foal 
VAT in Britain was wefl below the 
level in most of Europe, was no 
casual aside. It was supposed to be 
a dear faint to foe financial specula¬ 
tors whom the Treasury used to 
dread but now seems almost to 
worship, that many more triffions 
would be available from taxpayers’ 
pockets whenever'the markets de¬ 
manded another shakedown. Ditto 
for the I per cent increase in 


national insurance con tribi dons, 
which still left the Treasury in the - 
“anomalous” position having to 
“subsidise" the totally mythical 
national insurance fond. Similarly, 
(to reductions in mortgage tax 
relief and named allowances to 
20p in the pound were a dear 
precursor to si milar treatment for 
the much more important personal 
allowance. 

Applying the same principle to 
this allowance would raise another 
£5 billion in taxes annually, if the 
Treasury felt so inclined. Putting all 
the Chancellor's faints together, one 
could easily come up with another 
fax increase of £10-£15 billion 
annually, simply by building on the 


The moral of yesterday’s extraor¬ 
dinary tax demand was dear. The 
Chancellor must be farced to aban¬ 
don the fiction that he can do 
nothing to promote a normal eco- 
nomic recovery with growth rates of 
3.5 per cent phis — by cutting 
interest rates dramatically further 
and letting sterling slide. If Mr 
Lamont fails to do this, foe taxpayer 
will pay bigger and bigger shake- 
downs, year after year. 


jjggg MATTH EW PARRIS 

Pmti POLITICAL SKETCH gfjJJjg 

Doleful Norman 
comers the market 

I n"' a -- performance of " '4pm we had' reacted T994, 
mind-boggling tedious- by 4 JO we were framing the 
ness that reduced most budget for 1995 and bv Sum 


A ness that reduced most 
of the House to stupefaction 
and rendered some MPs 
insensible. Norman Lamont 
yesterday wrote out a 
20,000-word job advertise¬ 
ment for the post of Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer 
(1993-6) designed to ensure 
that there could be only one 
applicant for foe position: 
himself. 

“WANTED: Tory tax- 
grabber: Senior minister to 
implement three years of 
shocking tax increases of a 
scope and intricacy calculat¬ 
ed to drive MPS to despair. 

"Applicants must com¬ 
bine a careful intelligence 
with an instinct for suicide. 
They must be prepared to 
■ defend and execute a harsh 
yet unexciting programme, 
already decided. The post 
offers little scope far glory: 
originality or personal ini¬ 
tiative. Command of dry tax- 
detail essential Massive 
paperwork required. 

“Hours long, subject mat¬ 
ter dull and no scope far 
originality. Willingness to 
disappo int a wide range of 
individuals and interest 
groups, break a variety of 
promises, and concoct plau¬ 
sible responses to shivering 
pensioners is essential 
“Rewards mil include 
being booed during three 
successive Budgets and 
blamed far every setback. 
Successful progress, howev¬ 
er, will be credited to the 
applicants predecessor. 
Hopes of further advance¬ 
ment must be shelved. 

“Applications should be 
addressed in triplicate to the 
Chief Whip, enclosing a 
draft publisher's contract 
far political memoirs, and 
endorsed with the words 
‘Honestly I’m not joking’. ” 
As foe shadows length¬ 
ened yesterday afternoon, so 
did the speech. So did the 
the Chancellor's reach into 
the future. It was far longer 
than recent Budgets. By 


'4pm we had'reacted'T994. 
by430 we were framing the 
budget for 1995 and by 5pm 
we were finalising plans for 
1996. Then 530 loomed. 
MPs prayed that extra Lime 
be replaced by a penalty 
shoot-out, before Lamont 
honed his attention to tax 
bands for the next mil¬ 
lennium. 

“Lord, make me virtuous, 
but not yet," St Augustine 
prayed. A similar thought 
has occurred to St Norman. 
He unveQed a fearsome 
catalogue of horrors to be 
implemented — one day — 
but it was so dull that he had 
lost foe House long before 
he reached his destination. 
Perhaps he meant to. 

Despairing of analysis, 
your sketchwriter fell to MP- 
watching. Opposite, in the 
“overflow” gallery above, sat 
Hugh Dykes (C. Harrow E). 
As the Chancellor described 
the “94-95 wedge" Mr 
Dykes dosed his eyes, the 
better to think. 


A s we readied the 
North Sea PRT re¬ 
gime, Dykes’s head 
fefl bade against the oak 
panel so intense was his 
concentration. The 20 per 
cent band for mortgage in¬ 
terest relief found Mr 
Dykes's mouth dropping 
open, no doubt with sur¬ 
prise. The special measures 
for VAT collection needed 
such careful study that Mr 
Dykes fdl a little sideways, 
to think about it from that 
angle. And, as the detail of 
the Chancellor’s reforms of 
advance corporation tax 
emerged. Dykes's head 
lolled forward in shock. Mo¬ 
ments later he walked, 
trance-like, from foe Cham¬ 
ber. I think he was dazed by 
the Chancellor's brilliance. 

“My next measure," 
droned foe Chancellor, “is a 
little less opaque.” It was too 
late. Dykes had left If 
Lamont can do that to the 
remaining 648 of them, be 
may be in with a chance. 
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Taxes to save 
energy raise 
cheers and 
suspicion 


Bv Michael Hornsby 

AGRICULTURE CORRESPONDENT 

THE Chancellor’s package of 

energy-saving taxes was greet¬ 
ed with two cheers fry green 
pressure groups. A third 
cheer was withheld because of 
suspicion that Norman 
Lamont was more interested 
in raising revenue than in 
protecting the environment. 

For the first time domestic 
fuel and power is to be liable 
for VAT. From April next year 
these items will be taxed at S 
per cent and from April 1995 
at 17.5 per cent Mr Lamont 
said that would raise £950 
million in 1994-5, £2.3 billion 
in 1995-6 and £3 billion ayear 
thereafter. 

He said the new taxes would 
“encourage people to consume 
less and conserve more" and 
take Britain two thirds of the 
way to meeting its target of 
stabilising carbon dioxide 
emissions at 1990 levels by the 
year 2000. a commitment 
accepted at the Earth Summit 
in Brazil last June. 

Mr Lamont increased the 
price of unleaded and four- 
star petrol immediately by 12p 
and 15p a gallon respectively 
and vehicle excise duty goes up 
by £15 to £125. The govern¬ 
ment aimed to increase road 
fuel prices in real terms by 3 
per cent a year in recognition 
of the big contribution made 
by transport to carbon dioxide 
build-up in the atmosphere. 

Fiona Weir, air pollution 
campaigner of Friends of the 
Earth, said; "The increases in 
road fuel prices and domestic 
fuel and power should encour¬ 
age more efficient use of 
energy and the purchase of 


more fuel-effident care.” 
Friends of the Earth said the 
government needed to spend 
more on public transport as an 
alternative to the private car 
and to offer householders in¬ 
centives to invest in insulation 
and other energy-saving 
measures. 

Andrew Warren, director of 
the Association for the Conser¬ 
vation of Energy, said: "Mr 
Lamont would have sent a 
stronger signal if he had also 
reduced the VAT rate levied 
on investment in energyrav¬ 
ing in the home. 

“It is undear how Mr 
Lamont imagines the rest of 
our Rio target will be 
achieved. We estimate that his 
tax meaures might reduce 
carbon dioxide emissions by 
about 2 million tonnes a year, 
whereas we need to reduce by 
10 million tonnes.” 

The Consumers* Associ¬ 
ation was worried that the rise 
in the cost of domestic fuel 
would hit less well-off house¬ 
holders who would not be 
poor enough to benefit from 
the changes in social security 
benefits promised by the 
Chancellor to offset the VAT 
charge. 

Simon Dyer, the director 
general of the Automobile 
Association, said: “We would 
have preferred to see fuel 
prices rise further rather than 
an increase in vehicle excise 
duty. The Chancellor should 
also have increased the differ¬ 
ential between leaded and 
unleaded petrol further if he 
was really interested in im¬ 
proving the environment” 


VAT on home fuel bills 
to boost energy saving 

By Our Industrial Correspondent 


THE imposition of value- 
added tax on domestic fuel 
and electricity will redouble 
pressure for cost savings in 
and give a powerful stimulus 
to energy efficiency measures. 

Customers will have to pay 
VAT on fuel at 8 per cent from 
April next year, rising to the 
full 17*2 per cent rate from 
April 1995. Unless house¬ 
holders make efficiency sav¬ 
ings, the measure will ultim¬ 
ately raise £1.17 billion from 
British Gas’s 18 million cus¬ 
tomers and add £74 a year to 
the annual £426 gas bill of a 
three bedroom semi-detached 
house in London. 

East Midlands Electricity 
said a typical household pay¬ 


ing about BOO a year for 
electricity would see its bfli rise 
by £24 a year bom April 1994. 
From April 1995, the bill 
would rise fry £52.50 a year 
because of the additional tax. 

The increases follow on 
lower energy prices. After in¬ 
tense pressure from Sir James 
McKinnon, the regulator, 
British gas cut household gas 
prices last year by 5 per cent, 
bringing the real fan in gas 
prices since privatisation in 
1986 to 20 per cent 

In the electricity industry, 
customers are just beginning 
to reap the first benefits of 
falling coal prices and effici¬ 
ency measures introduced 
since privatisation. 



On the frontier North Sea exploration for oil and gas might be undermined fay changes to the tax regime that oil companies say wQl quadruple costs 


Two-stage 
cut trims 
ACT by 5% 

AFTER years of lobbying, 
British multinationals have 
won their fight for reform of 
the rules governing advance 
corporation tax (ACT). Mr 
Lamont announced a two- 
stage cut in the rate and 
proposals which will reduce 
the build-up of surplus ACT. 
which arises Mien a compa¬ 
ny’s UK mainstream corpora¬ 
tion tax bill is insufficient to 
offeet ACT payments, which 
are a tax on dividends. 

The Chancellor said that the 
rate of ACT will be cut from 25 
per cent to 22.5 per cent in 
1993-94 and then to 20 per 
cent in 1994-95. This would 
give companies a cash flow 
benefit of about £2 billion over 


tire next two years and reduce 
the build up of surplus ACT by 
about000 million ayear. 

Mr Lamont also proposed 
establishing a special tax re¬ 
gime from 1994-95 to make 
the UK an attractive location 
forforeign-owned internation¬ 
al companies setting up opera¬ 
tions and head offices. He said 
it would help the UK to retain 
its position as die pre-eminent 
European financial centre. 

In a move to reduce the 
build up of surplus ACT 
further, a new scheme is being 
proposed which wiD enable 
companies to dass dividends 
paid out of overseas profits as a 
"foreign income dividend". 


Starting a successful business? 


j£200 worth 
of help-FREE! 
to make sure 
your accounts 
run smoothly. 

According to 1992 research by 
the University of Birmingham, small 
businesses are more likely to succeed 
if they keep full financial records and 
update them regularly. A computer 
can help. So can Barclays. 

‘Sage’ is the name behind Sterling, 
the UK's biggest-selling accounting 
software systems and it is offering an 
exclusive deal to all customers who 
open a Barclays Business Account. 

More than ,f200 worth of FREE 
on-site installation and training, 
including six monchs free stationery 
(based on typical usage) when you buy 
any ‘Sage’ Sterling+2 book-keeping 



program. The programs start from 
as little as .£149.00 

The offer closes on May 25th, 1993 
so phone or write now for details of 
the free ‘Sage’ package, plus our own 
free guide called "Setting Up and 
Running Your Business.’ In the last five 
years, we’ve helped 600,000 start-ups. 
How about you? 


PHONE FREE 0800 444 255 


Please send me details of the FREE ‘Sage’ package and a copy of your free guide ‘Setting 
Up and Running Your Business' 
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Abolition of North Sea levy raises extra cash 


ByRossTieman 

INDUSTRIAL CORRESPONDENT 

NORMAN Lament must 
have thought he had found 
the holy grail when he discov¬ 
ered he could abolish a tax 
and simultaneously increase 
revenue. 

However, his derision to 
end the 7 5 per cent Petroleum 
Revenue Tax (PRT) has al¬ 
ready provoked deep concern 
among oil and gas companies 
in the North Sea. They said 
last night that exploration 
companies may hand bade 
many of the 14th round 
exploration licences scheduled 
to be awarded after a recent 
competition, because the in¬ 
dustry would no longer find it 
economical to seek out and 


develop further North Sea 
reserves. 

The irony of PRT is that 
because of a generous regime 
of reliefs it had become a drain 
on the Treasury rather than a 
source of cash. At its peak, in 
1987-8. the industry paid the 
Treasury £2.3 bOlion in PRT. 
Last year, the Treasury was 
obliged to contribute a net 
£200 minion to the oil 
companies. 

PRT was introduced in 
1975 to cream off some of the 
profits engendered by large, 
economical oilfields and high 
ofl prices. However, weak oil 
prices since the mid 1980s 
have combined with the rising 


-cost of finding 
the smaller pockets of ofi 
gas. often located in deeper 
water, which remain to be 
tapped. The industry has also 
been obliged to rebuild some 
production platforms after the 
Piper Alpha disaster. Those 
costs were reclaimed from the 
Treasury through a system of 
reliefs covering 300 pages. 

In a wide package of re¬ 
forms, Mr Lamontwm-cut the 
PRT rate on existing fields 
from 75 per cent to 50 per 
cent New fields will escape 
PRT entirety. Exploration and 
appraisal contracts written, 
but not implemented, will 
continue to attract PRT relief 
for two years. 

Instead, the North Sea oQ 
industry will face the standard 


33 per cent corporation tax 
regime applied to industry. 
Mr Lamont said Britain 
would have "a competitive tax 
regime which strikes a reason¬ 
able balance between tire in¬ 
terests of the industry and 
those of the nation". 

. The United Kingdom Off¬ 
shore Operators’ Association 
said: “It is certainly not fiscally 
neutral in the current year. 
This will quadruple the costs 
of exploration activity and it 
will discourage people who are 
applying for new licences. Op¬ 
portunities outside the United 
Kingdom win probably look 
more attractive.” 

□ Pledge welcomed: Green¬ 
peace praised the increase in 
road fuel prices, but criticised 
the Chancellor for not doing 


Deficit forecast rises to £50bn 
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By Colin Narbrough 

THE medium term financial 
strategy (MTFS), introduced 
in 1980 under foe chancellor¬ 
ship of Geoffrey Howe, had a 
more realistic appearance in 
this year’s Budget, but its 
projections for the public sec¬ 
tor borrowing requirement 
(PSBR) give cause for concern. 

Norman Lamont, who only 
a year ago was charting an 
MTFS path that would climb 
to a peak of B2 billion in 
1993-4, yesterday came into 
line with City forecasters who 
have Jong considered £50 bil¬ 
lion a more likely outturn. At 
this level, the defirit would, 
represent an alarming S per 
cent .of the gross domestic 
product (GDP) in money 
terms. 

An even more worrying 
feature in the new MTFS is 
the Treasury's expectation that 
the PSBR win hold at much 
higher levels for the medium 
term. Instead of the fall steadi¬ 
ly from its peak to £6 billion, or 
0.75 per oem of GDP. in 

1996- 7, it is now forecast to 
come down to only B5 billion, 
or 4.5 per cent of GDP that 
year. In spite of the increased 
taxes announced by the Chan¬ 
cellor. the MTFS shows the 
PSBR still ai BO billion, or 
3.75 per cent of GDP. in 

1997- 8. The next general 
election must be held by April 
1997. 

Failure of the economic 


HOW GOVERNMENT 
MONEY IS RAISED 

Ptsnned revenue 199M4 
Total: £229-2bn 


Income aid 
corporation tax 
E72-lbn 


National 
Insurance 
£39.1 bn 


Council Tax. and 
Business Rates 
£21-5bn 



Capital Taxes 
BLOfah 


•Other 

£19-6bn 


Vat and 
excise duties 
£71.9bn 


recovery to appear, as had 
been imminently expected at 
the time of the last Budget 
forced Mr Lamont to adjust 
his PSBR for the outgoing 
year, too, as recession has 
eroded tax receipts and boost¬ 
ed public spending. Instead of 
the PSBR of £28 billion fore¬ 
seen last year, the 1992-3 
deficit is set £7 billion higher. 

The MTFS, described by 
one leading City economist as 
“quixotic, at best", was origi¬ 
nally drafted by Nigel Lawson 
while he was still financial 
secretary to the Treasury. The 
strategy is supposed to set out 
the fiscal and monetary frame¬ 
work within which the govern¬ 
ment aims to operate 
economic policy. 

Since the mid-seventies. 


successive governments have 
argued that that macro-eco¬ 
nomic policy should be solely 
targeted at controlling infla¬ 
tion over the medium terra. 
The argument is based on the 
assumption that there is a 
natural rate of unemployment 


consistent with stable 
inflation. 

The Financial Statement 
and Budget Report, or Red 
Book, is much terser in its 
introductoiy comment on the 
MTFS this year than it was 
la st It simply states that the 
MTFS sets out the “frame¬ 
work for achieving sustainable 
growth based in permanently 


low inflation”. The big differ¬ 
ence this year and last is that 
sterling's participation in the 
European exchange-rale 
mechanism has been suspend¬ 
ed since Black Wednesday, 
last September, when the 
Bank of England's defences 
for the pound were over¬ 
whelmed. This has freed the 
Chancellor’s to operate policy 
better attuned to the country's 
immediate economic needs. 

The government argue d last 
March that the MTFS reaf¬ 
firms its commitment to 
achieving the economic con¬ 
vergence criteria agreed with 
its EC partners in conjunction 
with the Maastrict treaty. But 
the new data points to the 
important PSBR criterion 
befog overshot. 


Loan guarantee scheme improved 


By Patricia Tehan 

BANKING CORRESPONDENT 

BANKS and small businesses 
were delighted with measures 
announced yesterday that will 
improve lending facilities for 
more risky start-up 
companies. 

The Chancellor announced 
improvements to the govern¬ 
ment’s loan guarantee 
scheme, which guarantees 
bank loans to small entrepre¬ 
neurial firms that might other¬ 
wise fail to convince banks of 
their credit worthiness. 

Mr Lamont has made loans 
under the scheme cheaper, 
particularly fixed-rare loans, 
and he has increased the limit 
on the size of loan available. 

In the next month or so. he 
said, the scheme will change 
so that instead of foe 1.75 per 
cent premium payable by 
small firms to die government 
through their banks on the 
total value of outstanding 

loans made under the scheme, 
premiums for guarantees on 
fixed-rate lending would fall to 
half a percentage point and 
premiums on variable-rate 
loans would reduce to I>a 
percentage points. In addi¬ 



tion, the limit on the size of 
loan allowed to such business¬ 
es would be raised from 
£100.000 to £250.000 and the 
proportion of the loan guaran¬ 
teed increased from 70 per 
cent to 85 percent 
The measures echo calls 
from Brian Pearse, Midland 
Bank's chief executive, who 
last month called for an end to 
the “sterile slanging match 
about who is to blame for the 
problems of smaller com¬ 


panies” and the introduction' 
of loan support. He called for a 
reduction in premiums and an 
increase in the proportion of 
loan guaranteed. 

Mr Pearse said yesterday 
that he was delighted with the 
news. He said: "The extra 
support available through the 
loan guarantee scheme will 
further help banks to support 
the economic recovery and 
create jobs in industiy." 

David McMeekm. corpo¬ 
rate finance director at Mid¬ 
land. said the measures were 
“designed to reduce the over- 
dependence of the Small com¬ 


pany on short-term facilities 
such as the overdraft which, if 
abused, lead to a vulnerable 
stale of affairs and is un¬ 
healthy for the bank and its 
customers”. Midland has pro¬ 
vided £150 million through 
the scheme since 1981 to 
7.000 customers. 

. Derek Wan] ess, group chief 
executive of National West¬ 
minster. the market leader in 
loans to small firms, said that 
by increasing the maximum 
loans available under the 
scheme “the Chancellor has 
substantially enhanced the im¬ 
pact of the scheme".. 


SMALL businesses welcomed 
the third of the Chancellor's 
deregulation proposals to cut 
out red tape, and which could 
lead to the abolition of the 
statutory audit (Cohn Camp¬ 
bell writes). 

- The statutory audit for 
small private firms, winch 
can cost at least £1.000, has 
been a controversial subject 
within the accountancy pro¬ 
fession,- some of whose mem¬ 
bers 'support its abolition. 


WHfiam Poetoo. de puty chair¬ 
man of the Small Business 
Bureau. representing 
250.000 individuals, and also 
presdent of- the Union of 


the annual audit' was an 
uneven cost bunten on small 
firms and that there had been 
lobbying for its reform for at 
least five years; s - 

“At last' the government 
appears to have accepted the 
validity of the argument,” be. 


said. The Department of 
Trade and Industry will shoit- 
ly issue a consultative docu¬ 
ment setting out the options 
for reducing the burden of an 

annual audit 

inlahd Revenue and other 
users should have the assur¬ 
ance that accounts have been 
drawn up properly, Norman 
Lamont saM, bur ife conceded 
that present re quireme nts im¬ 
posed a disproportionaiecost 
on small businesses. 


New deal 
on insurers’ 
reserves 

LLOYD’S names and insur¬ 
ance companies have wet- 
coined proposed changes to 
tax treatment of reserves set 
aside to meet future losses. 

Mr Lamont acknowledged 
imbalance between the UK 
and other countries on treat¬ 
ment of reserves held by 
insurance companies and said 
that there may be a case for 
allowing tax relief on certain 
types of company equalisation 
reserves for occasional and 
exceptional losses. A consulta¬ 
tive document is to be issued 
this spring. 

Lloyd's names are to benefit 
from the setting up of a tax 
deductible reserve, which will 
allow profits to be put aside, 
tax-free, to meet future losses. 

The reserve, which will be 
effective for any profits from 
the 1992 year of account 
replaces the limited special 
reserve, into which annual 
payments have been restricted 
to £7,000. The new reserve's 
upper limit on payments is 50 
per cent of a year’s profits, if 
the maximum value of the 
reserve does not exceed 50 per 
cent of the name's overall 
premium limit 

Export cover 
premiums cut 

Mr Lamonfs decision to give 
British exporters more support 
with increased credit insur¬ 
ance. cover, and lower premi¬ 
ums, is a response to claims 
that government polity has 
been penalising British firms. 

M r Lamont said that minis¬ 
ters had reviewed services of 
the Export Credits Guarantee 
Department (ECGD). After 
reducing ECGD premiums 
on average by 20 per cent last 
yiMr. the government has de¬ 
cided to make a further aver¬ 
age reduction of 7.5 per cent 

UBR tamed 


*- 




more to discourage the use of 
company cars (Michael 
Hornsby writes). The group 
said it was disappointed that 
Mr Lamont had not backed 
proposals for a European 
Community-wide carbon- 
cum-energy tax, which would 
penalise fuels with a high 
carbon content 
Mr Lamont told M Ps: “Tax 
polity should continue to be 
decided here in the Commons 
— not in Brussels.” Another 
reason for rejecting such a 
measure, left unsaid, is the U- 
tnm on coal-pit closures. 
Burning coal in power stations 
to generate electricity emits 
twice as much carbon dioxide 
as using gas. A carbon tax 
would thus further reduce the 
economic viability of coal. 



I-.’. 


V, 


U.V.:- 


c-: 


r_ 


¥ 


Cosiness Rate, thanks to Mr 
L^mont’s decision to freeze the 
rate of increase in real terms. 
Busmessspace occupiers will 
jS-SSft a . rates rise at the 
levfel of inflation. 3.6 per cent 
rPrae. particularly in the 
North, may have reduced 

Payment delay ^ 

Scorned 

Proposal to defer payment of 
capital -gains tax for entre¬ 
preneurs who take their 
“oney out of one private com- 

SSL? nd reinvest ** ; " 
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or 8‘ aiusatl ons 
^ ^d.hwlage companies 

'rained industry fast night 

by-more 

man £600 million a year 

bf^use of the iWased price 
of petrol ;i|7 p 

The Chancellor said yester¬ 
day's announcement of a 10 
per cent increase in,'fuel rintfaq 
was just the start orf a govern¬ 
ment campaign toi cut paHu- 
tlon by forcing the?, 1 motorist to 
pay more. J; 

The cost of a i gallon of 
unleaded petrol .goes, up by 
I2p to an average 230.7p 
(50.7Sp a litre), whfile fburstar 
mcreases by 15p-/to .253 2 p 
(55.7p a tilie). Diksd wfll go 
up by about 12.6d a gallon to 
an industry average o?227.5p - 
(50p a litre). Thei road fund 
licence forcaEsiisijesby£i 5 ,to 
£125 a year. ■. .j 
The fuel hflas; widen the 
differential betaken leaded 
four-star petrol arid 
Mr Lament rriade it dear 
that the increases! are immed- 


By Kevin Eason, motoring correspondent 



sury last year__ 

abolition of the. : 10 per asm 
special car tax. The net gain to 
the Treasury from the fuel and 
tax mcreases will be about 
E400 million, he- sakL 

He also outlined plans to 
increase the coik of motoring 
by 3 pier cent a year in future to 
help curb urban pollution in 
the most radical action yet" 

Luxury cars 
,y worst hit by 
tax change 

EXECUTIVES who drive lux¬ 
ury cars providied as a perk will 
be hardest hit by a radical 
revision of th«e way-company 
car taxes are calculated (Kevin 
Eason writes)* 

The Chanasfloir is scrapping 
the current Systran of cakukfr 
ing the beneffi to an employee 
of a company car against en- 
ine sizes m favour ota scheme 
based on the. price of the tar 
from the 1994-5 taxyear.As 
many as 70p.000 of Britain's 
four mHlian Company car driv- 
ersface tax trill increasesof up 
to40percqat 
Lease Plain UK Ltd said that 
a typical codnpany chairman < 
with a conjipanjKJwried Jag¬ 
uar XI12 jfortii£46,000... 
would see Ihis tax bill jump 
from £5,58;0 in 1992-3 -ip 
£6,440 in .1994-5. However; 
the sales representativeusing a 
family-sized saloon could save - 
about £100' a year.-... 


taken by the government to 
fight the. threat of global 
warming. ' 

; Motoring organisations are 
sceptical that the measures will 
limit vehicle use and say the 
only short-term effect will be to 
raise costs substantially- - 

Lex Vehicle Leasing said the 
tax increases would cost firms 
about £400 milLion extra an¬ 
nually for company car users. 
The Freight Transport Associ¬ 
ation said haulage costs would. 
increase fay about £230 
minion. 

The Royal Automobile Club 
said: “it seems to us. that Mr 
Lamont has taken the- soft 
option once again , and used 
the captive audience of motor¬ 
ists as the easiest way of 
raising revalue;” 

Neil Marshall chief econo¬ 
mist for foe Retail Motor 
Industry. Federation, said: 
"Tfais, could be a worrying 
trend. To commit the govern¬ 
ment to increases in motoring 
costs of 3 per cent a year is the 
promise of a big burden to 
come. We recognise what Mr 
Lamont is trying to do but this 
is an economy driven by the 
car. The motor industry is the 
biggest manufacturing sector 
and we are surprised there was 
no consultation with the in¬ 
dustry about this move.” 

Although the industry was 
braced far a series of increases, 
tiie scale of rises — well above 
inflation — on fuel and con> 


parry car scale charges an¬ 

gered motoring organisations. 

Simon Dyer, chief executive 
of the Automobile Association. 
sai<h "With one hand, the 
Chancellor has taken more 
from the motorist in excise 
duty than be needs to replace 
new car tax; with the other he 
lias made all motorists subsi¬ 
dise the buying of new cars 
.and done lrttle to benefit the 
environment or industry.” 

According. to the Road 
Haulage Federation, British 
haulage companies are al¬ 
ready paying some of the 
highest costs in Europe. 

■ Sydney Balgamie. tire 
RHFs spokesman, sakt “The 
new fuel costs will mean an 
overall rise of 1.6 per cent in 
haulage costs. This will be 
passed on to customers 
because , the margins in the 
haulage business are very low. 
There has been alot of talk of a 
level playing field for haulage 
firms but that is still not the 
case. Britain slagging behind 
the rest of Europe.” 

- The Society of Motor Man¬ 
ufacturers and Traders also 
criticised the Chancellor. Sir 
Hal Miller, its chief executive, 
said: "We support the princi¬ 
ple that use rather than owner¬ 
ship of the vehicle should be 
taxed but we believe the mea¬ 
sures announced go beyond 
the amount necessary to recov¬ 
er tiie special car tax 
abolition." 



Only spirits escape rises 



By Obrek Harms 

IBACCO manufacturers 
nplairaed - that, yet a ga i n , 
itish smokers were being 
fay tax increases greater 
in inflation. 

3ut t heir concern about 
es de (dines and the effect 

jobs was eased by the news 

Lt the tax increase cm aga¬ 
tes fell short of the 15p or 
ire suggested in some pre- 
dget-speculation. 

V fresh surge in cross- 
rder shopping as Britons 
ckujp on cheaper alcoholic 
nks abroad was predicted 
er t!he Chancellor raised 
:es om beer and wine. There 
re srnOes in Scotland, how¬ 
s', when duty on the more 
ivity» taxed whisky and oth- 
spirlts was not changed. 
'Jorvnan Lamont added 

p to a packet of 20 aga¬ 
tes,' ■ riving them a necom- 
ndedretak price of £2-37. 
e rise was almost three 

ies the rate of inflation. The 

: 6'h a pack of five small 
arsi. previously sold at 
ant £1.76, mavises -tty 
ip. A 25 gram pack of pipe, 
will now se0 at about 

fli e industry had also retied 

iv fly on the impact of tte 

rrjpean single market ai¬ 
ring smokers to bring , m 
ee numbers of cheap a&r 
ties from other EC c0 J? h 
ss* in argtzing. .for the 
auKdlor not to increase 
saao taxes. A. pack of 

nson and Hedges king^m 

;tts £1,79 in JFranee.and m 
gun is £1-51- . 

[he Tobacco Advisory 

Hanoi trade-b°dyj«^ e 

i mifacturers, warned: "Tnw 

hike will only encourage 

mle to buy in Spain and 
See, where taxes and 
erefore pria* 
juer. The incentives 
inkers. and jgS 
jnvhjfily tobacco «nug- 
haixfly be more 

’n^MsmviHiedicted that 



fypicat price 
rasa In duty 
New price 


Beer (bfttsr)* 

Win*** 

Whtaky** 


£1.46 

£3 

£1060 


- -ifcP- 

stop 

No change 


£1.48 > 

£3j06 

No change ' 


jNVffivSnnRETTES^ _ 




flic advent of the sfrigfe mar-' 
iet was Kkety to result ina UK 
revenue loss from tobacco 
and alcohol of £250 ntiflum 
during 1993: .... 

Mr Lamonfs increase of 
I.5papintforbeerand5.5p 
on a bottle of table wine is 

expected to be at least round¬ 
ed up by the trade. There. 
: conidabo be more price rises 
oh the way as manufacturers 
and retail chains start count¬ 
ing the cost of tax rises on 
fuel 


with inflation would haw 
added about lp on a pint ttf 
beer of averagestrengthand 

3p<ma75 centilitre bottle of 

table wine. - . j, 

. Brewers are afarmeu at tne 

growth of cros^boito shop- 

• me-for beer; especially m 
Ranee- British drinkers have 

iwx-n n&vine 35P a pint more 


in taxes than their French 
counterparts, which .reduces 
to'32p a pint as _the French 
: impl ement minimum EC 
rales of duty. 

Robin Simpson, director of 
tire Brewers’ Society, said: 
““This increase takes no ac- 
. count of the realworid.lt wiD 
have serious consequences for 
UK business and jobs. French 
retailers wiD be laughing all 
the way.to the bank. It is also 
- a wktobqys’ charter which 
wiH mean an increasing Hack 
market in beer.” . 

James Bruxner, chairman 
of the Scotdi WHsVyAssod- 
atioa said the freeze on spirit 
duty was “at las t a move in 
the right direction. We look 
upon this as a first step 
^awards the eventual removal 
of afl arise duty differentials 
between tiie categories of 
alcoholic drinks.” 
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Lloyd Webber helped racing win VAT change 


By Richard Evans 

RACING CORRESPONDENT - 

SIR Andrew Lloyd Webber played an 
important role in persuading the 
government to help horse racing's 
value added tax difficulties, it emerged 

last night 

The composer, who has horses in 
training and a growing interest in 


breeding, commissitmed a report from 
Coopers & Lybrand which highlighted 
the disadvantages faced by British 
racing, with its 17.5 per cent VAT rate 
on Woodstock compared to 2.7 per 
cent in Ireland and 5.5 per cent in 
France. Sir Andrew handed a copy of 
the findings to the prime minister and 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

Yesterday Norman Lamont deckled 


that racehorse owners should be 
allowed to register for VAT. The tax 
change will be worth up to GO million. 

Owners will be able to reclaim VAT 
on all racing expenditure, including 
the purchase of horses, and training 
fees. They wW have to sign a form 
saying that they are looking for 
sponsorship for their horses. 

The Marquess of Harrington, senior 


steward of the Jockey Club, welcomed 
the decision last night saying: "I 
believe this is a tremendous boost of 
confidence for racing and the breed¬ 
ing industry and something of which 
we should be very proud, lt is exactly 
the sort of vital encouragement own¬ 
ers needed at this very difficult time.” 


Raring, pages 49.52 


The new BJ-200 



room on an 
executive's desk. 



The Canon BJ-200 is nothing less than 
a highly efficient, high performance, office 
standard printer. 

Yet it's smaller than a brief case. With its 
high speed and high resolution it produces 
output you’d swear came off a laser. 

It can print 360 dpi at an incredible 170 
cps* In high speed mode, it prints at an even 
more incredible 240 cps* or nearly three pages 


per minute. The BJ-200 places a range of 
8 different typefaces at your disposal and 
can even print onto envelopes and OHP 
transparencies. 

Of course it’s compatible with most major 
software packages. . 

Not to mention its IBM* and Epson** 
emulations. As a bonus, it includes a sturdy 
80-sheet feeder yet the whole printer takes 


up about as much desk space as your 
PC's keyboard. What's more, you can take 
it home and with its all-in-one replaceable 
print head and ink cartridge, it's practically 
maintenance-free. 

If you think there's room for a Canon 
BJ-200 in your life call us on 
Canon Freephone 0800 252223 
or clip the coupon. BUBBLE JET 



I'd love to hear more about the Canon BJ-200. Please send me a brochure. 



Position. 


Canon 

t/mvw Canon (UK) Ltd, RO. Box 1567 
Birmingham B11PE 
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Married allowance 
will halve for 
higher-rate payers 


By Lindsay Cook, money editor 


PERSONAL tax allowances 
have been frozen for this year 
and the 20p tax band widened 
by E500 to £2,500, giving a 
benefit of 50p a week to most 
taxpayers. 

From April next year, the 
standard rate national insur¬ 
ance contributions will rise by 
one percentage point to 10 per 
cent for employees and 7.3 per 
cent for the seif-employed. 

The married couple's allow¬ 
ance will be limited to the 20p 
rate, cutting its value by half 
for higher rate taxpayers and 
by a fifth for basic rate 
taxpayers. It is currently worth 
£688 a year to higher rate 
taxpayers and E344 to those 
paying at 20 per cent. 

The married couple’s allow¬ 
ance has not been increased 
for the third consecutive year. 
From April 6. it can be shared 
by couples or credited wholly 


to die wife. UntO then it is 
awarded automatically to the 
husband and the wife can use 
part or all of the allowance 
only if her husband has insuf¬ 
ficient earnings to use up all 
his personal allowances. 

When the allowance is re¬ 
stricted to the 20 per cent 
band, it will be increased by 


£200 for those over 65 to 
compensate. The restriction to 
the lower tax band will raise 
El.2 billion a year. 

Personal allowances should 
have been raised this year in 
line with the December infla¬ 
tion rate of 2.6 per cent, 
allowing taxpayers to earn at 
least an extra £90 a year before 
tax. However, the ament 
inflation rate is 1.7 per cent 


Inheritance tax now 
outpaced by inflation 


THE inheritance tax thresh¬ 
old, which remains un¬ 
changed at £150,000, 
needed to have been in¬ 
creased by E4.000 if it was to 
have kept pace with infla¬ 
tion. Last year it was in¬ 
creased by £10,000 (Lindsay 
Cook writes). 

The time allowed for sale 
of a property after death, in 
which the price received can 
be substituted For the value 
when the owner died, has 
been extended from three to 
four years. This wiD help 
families who are unable to 
sell properties in the current 
market and have seen house 
values fall 

Leaving the threshold un¬ 
changed wfll yield an extra 
£10 million next year and 


£25 million in 1994-5. The 
tax is expected to contribute 
£13 billion this year from 
25,000 estates. 

The decision not to 
change the threshold has 
halted progress on the poli¬ 
cy of taking ordinary fam¬ 
ilies out of this tax, which is 
charged at 40 per cent on 
estates above the threshold 
level. last year most family 
businesses, including own¬ 
er-occupied farms and farm 
tenancies, were taken out of 
inheritance tax. 

Inheritance tax replaced 
capital transfer tax in 1986. 
It allows people to make 
potentially exempt transfers 
which are free of the tax 
provided they live for seven 
years after making the gift 


and expected to come down 
further on Friday. 

The widening of the 20p tax 
band from the first £2.000 of 
taxable income means that 
4.9 million people — an extra 
million — wfll pay at the lower 
rate only. The band was 
introduced last year as a first 
step towards a basic rate tax at 
20p- It wfll be increased by a 
further £500 in April 1994. 

This second extension of the 
2 Op band will coincide with 
higher mortgage payments, as 
tax relief wmbe limited to 20p 
instead of 25p from April 
1994. This wfll save more 
than £1 billion for die Exche¬ 
quer. 

The 20 percent tax band is 
of greatest use to the low paid, 
as long as they earn enough to 
cover their personal allow¬ 
ances and the lower rate band. 

In 1992-3, the first E2.000 
of taxable income is paid at 
20p, which was worth £100 a 
year, if the band had been 
indexed to inflation, it would 
have risen to only £2.100. 
Each £i .000 extra charged at 
the lower rate costs the Exche¬ 
quer £900 million. 

The threshold for higher 
rate tax was unaltered at 
£23,700 for the second consec¬ 
utive year. The income limit 
for the age allowance remains 
at £14.200. Above this, the 
higher allowance is reduced 
by £1 for every £2 of income 
until it reaches the standard 
personal allowances of people 
under 65. 

If personal allowances had 
been increased in line with 
inflation, the standard allow¬ 
ance would have risen id 
£3.535. The age allowance for 
65- to 74-year-olds would have 
increased by £110 to £4.310 
and for those over 75 would 
have risen £120 to £4,490. The 
married allowances for older 
people would have increased 
from £2.465 to £2.535 for 65- 
to 74-year-olds. 
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Relocation capping 
hits multinationals 


. FOREIGN companies oper¬ 
ating in Britain wfll'be hit 
hardest by proposals to strip 
tax relief from the cost of 
moving house. The decision 
to cap relocation allowances 
at £8.000 will hit foreign 
multinationals, in particular 
American and Japanese 
firms, which may be taxed at 
67 per cent on the excess if 
they assist their employees 
with the cost of relocating to 
the UK. 

People moving to a more 
expensive location within the 
UK will no longer be eligible 
for tax-free living allowances 
from their employers. The 
Chancellor said companies 
often helped with the cost of 
moving boose, even paying 
for removal costs and higher 
living costs if employees 
moved to a more expensive 
area. .... 

Forty years ago. an extra- 
statutory concession deemed 
such relocation expenses tax- 
deductible provided they 
were “reasonable and prop¬ 
erly controlled” The provi¬ 
sion was that the employee 
had to move house, but not 
necessarily sefl it 

The system ran very 
smoothly until 1989, when 
the inland Revenue reinter¬ 
preted what moving house 


By Jon Ashworth 

ies oper- actually meant- It decided 
U be hit employeesicouldnotrentout 
s to strip their old homes but bad to 
i cost of sen them to qualify, and this 
decision became tbe subject of a bitter 
[owances dispute. 

foreign The Chancellor has 
•articular dropped the requirement for 
Japanese the home to be sold, tat a 
i ta xed at number of cl aims re m a in 
if outstanding for the interim 
npkjyees period. From April 6. the tax- 
mrina rfcxfiirtible amount allowable 


period. From April o. roc rax- 
deductible amount allowable 
on relocation expenses will 
be capped at £8.000. This 
level is adequate for moves 
within the UK but wffl hit 

overseas firms relocating 
staff across vast distances to 
Britain. 

The changes will raise 
about £200 nriflion in both 
1994-5 and 1995-6. Michael 
Kaltz. a partner of Ernst & 
Young, the accountants, said 
the measures would act as a 
disincentive to large foreign 
companies that create a great 
deal of inward investment m 
Britain. 

John Batteirsby of KPMG 
Peal Marwick said the pro¬ 
posals would hit firms relo¬ 
cating highly-paid directors 
to Britain. 


Tax ploy will rile EC 




Moving house: American and Japanese companies will face the biggest bills 


ATTEMPTS to woo foreign 
firms to Britain with tax 
breaks and a package of in¬ 
centives wfll increase the 
charges of “serial dumping” 
levelled at the government by 
EC members (Tom Walker 
writes from Brussels). 

Since Hoover, the electri¬ 
cal goods maker transferred 
jobs from Dijon, France, to 
Cambuslang, Strathclyde, 
die government has been 
accused of competitive deval¬ 
uation. With the French elec¬ 
tion campaign in full swing, 
Mr Lament's move will fori 
suspicion among French vot¬ 
ers that their traditional ri¬ 
vals outre Manche are 
playing dirty on the suppos¬ 


edly level playiing field of the 
EC single mariket 

In reality, the charges are 
unfair. Most governments 
offer incentives to foreign 
firms to locate their head¬ 
quarters on their countries. 
Belgium, for example, is not¬ 
ed for offering tax breaks to 
companies wanting to set up 
"distribution centres” there. 

What most riles politicians 
in Europe is Jitihn Major's 
obvious glee tha t the weaker 
pound and Jonrer costs of 
social benefits in Britan are 
proving attractive However, 
Britan won an opt-out from 
the Maastricht treaty’s social 
chapter and these politicians 
are crying over spilt milk. 








30,000 MORTGAGE 
GROSS ANNUAL INCOME 

- Personal allowance 

- Net mortgage interest 
Taxable income 

Tax thereon 
NJ contributions 
ChBd benefit 


NET INCOME 
JOINT NET INCOME 
(% tax reduction) 


60,000 MORTGAGE 
GROSS ANNUAL INCOME 

- Personal allowance 

- Net mortgage interest 
Taxable income 

Tax thereon 
Nl cor hi buttons 
Child benefit 


NET INCOME 
JOINT NET INCOME 
(% tax reduction) 


1993/94 

Husband Wife 

12.000 8,000 

5,165 3.445 

OQQ AOO 

6.835 4.555 

1.584 1,014 

876 516 

520 


9,540 6£90 

16430 
(1-8) 


Husband Wife 
40,000 20,000 
5,165 3,445 

2,097 2,097 

34,835 16555 
<0,254 4,014 

1,762 1,590 

520 


27584 14,910 

42594 

(-0.03) 


1992/93 

Husband Wife 
12500 8,000 
5.165 3.445 

1538 1538 

6.835 4,555 

1,609 1,039 

883 523 

502 


9506 6540 

16^48 


Husband Wife 
40,000 20,000 
5,165 3.445 

25% 2,888 

34.835 16555 
10579 4,039 

1,699 1,603 

502 


28522 14560 
42582 


1993/94 

Husband Wife 
15500 10500 
5.165 3.445 

899 899 

9,835 8555 

2,334 1514 

1,146 696 

520 


11520 85<0 

19530 

f«H) 


Husband Wife 
60.000 40,000 
5,165 3.445 

2,007 2.097 

54,835 36555 
18554 10542 
1,762 1,762 

520 


39584 27516 

67500 

(-023) 


1992/93 

Husband Wife 
15,000 10.000 
5.165 3.445 

1538 1,238 

9.635 6555 
2558 1,539 

1,153 703 

502 


11588 8560 

19,748 


Husband Wife 
60.000 40,000 
5,165 3,445 

2588 2,888 
54.835 36555 
<8579 10,967 
1,699 1,899 

502 


40,022 27536 
67558 


1993/94 

Husband Wife 

20.000 15.000 
5.165 3,445 

899 899 

14,635 11,555 
3584 2,784 

1596 1,146 

520 


14520 11510 
26,430 
(0-70) 


Husband Wife 

80,000 60.000 
5.165 3,445 

2,007 2,007 

74,835 50555 
26,254 18,942 
1,762 1,762 

520 


51584 39516 
91500 
(-0.16) 


1992/93 

Husband Wife 
20,000 15,000 
5,185 3.445 

1538 1538 

14535 11,555 
3,609 2.789 

1,603 1,153 

502 


14,788 11560 
26548 


Husband Wife 
80,000 60.000 
5,165 3,445 

2568 2,888 

74535 56,555 

26579 18587 

1,699 1,699 

502 


52,022 39536 
91558 


' 1993/94 
Husband Wife 
30,000 15,000 
5,165 3.445 

869 899 

24,835 11,555 
6554 2,764 

1,782 1,146 

520 


21564 11,610 

33594 

(-0-05) 


Husband Wife 
100400 80,000 
5.165 3,445 

2,097 2,097 

94535 78555 
34554 26542 
1.762 1,762 

520 


63584 51516 
115500 
(-0.12) 


1992/93 

Husband Wife 

30400 15,000 

5,165 3,445 

1538 1538 

24535 11555 

6,279 2,789 


22522 11,580 

33582 


Husband Wife 

100,000 80.000 
5,165 3*45 

2.888 2488 

94,835 76555 

34.279 26567 


64,022 51536 

1154® 



30,000 MORTGAGE 
GROSS ANNUAL INCOME 

- Personal allowance 

- Net mortgage Interest 
Taxable income 

Tax thereon 
Nl contributions 
Child benefit 


NET INCOME 
(% tax reduction) 


60,000 MORTGAGE 

GROSS ANNUAL INCOME 
-Personal allowance 
- Nat mortgage interest 
Taxable income 
Tax thereon 
Nl contributions 
Child benefit 


NET INCOME 
tax reduction) 


1992/3 

1991/2 

1992/3 

1991/2 

1992/3 

1991/2 

1992/3 

1991/2 

1992/3 

1991/2 

15,000 

15.000 

20.000 

20,000 

25400 

25,000 

30,000 

30,000 

35.000 

35,000 

5,165 

5,165 

5,165 

5,165 

5,165 

5,165 

5,165 

5.165 

5,165 

5,165 

1,798 

2,475 

1,798 

2,475 

1,798 

2,475 

1,798 

2,475 

1.798 

2,475 

9435 

9435 

14,835 

14435 

18,835 

19435 

24435 

24435 

29435 

29,835 

2434 

2459 

3,584 

3.609 

4434 

4,850 

6454 

6479 

8454 

8479 

1,146 

1.153 

1496 

1,603 

1,762 

1,699 

1,762 

1,699 

1,762 

1,699 

942 

908 

942 

908 

942 

908 

942 

908 

942 

908 

12^462 

12496 

15,762 

15486 

19445 

19450 

22426 

22430 | 

25426 

25,930 , 

(041) 


(041) 


(-048) 


(-0.48) 


(-048) 


1992/3 

1991/2 

1992/3 

1991/2 

1992/3 

1991/2 

1992/3 

1991/2 

• 1992/3 

1991/2 

45,000 

4ft 000 

60,000 

60.000 

100400 

100400 

140,000 

140400 

180,000 

180,000 , 

5,165 

5,165 

5,165 

6.165 

5,165 

5.165 

5,165 

5,165 

5,165 

5.165 , 

4,195 

5.775 

4.195 

5,775 

4,195 

5,775 

4.195 

5,775 

4,195 

5,775 

39,835 

39435 

54435 

54,835 

94435 

94435 

134.835 

134,835 

174,835 

174,8% 

12454 

12479 

18454 

18479 

34454 

34479 

50454 

50479 

66454 

68479 

1,762 

1.699 

1.782 

1,699 

7,782 

1,099 

1,762 

1.699 

1.782 

1,699 

942 

908 

942 

908 

942 

908 

942 

908 

942 

908 

31,926 

31,930 

40426 

40430 

6ft926 

64430 


88430 

112426 

112430 

(-047) 


(-0.19) 


(-0.11) 


(-047) 


(-0-06) 




NO MORTGAGE 
INCOME (PENSIONS) 
- Personal allowance 
Taxable income 
Tax thereon_ 


NET INCOME 
JOINT NET INCOME 
flfc tax reduction) 


NO MORTGAGE 
INCOME (PENSIONS) 
+ Investment Income 
- Personal allowance 
Taxable in come 
Tax thereon_ 


NET INCOME 
JOINT NET INCOME 
f% tax reduction) 


1993/94 

Husband Wife 
8548 1,752 


7531 1,752 


Husband Wife 
18548 1.752 

6,000 4,000 

5.165 4,200 

19483 1452 

4.646 310 


19,602 ft442 

25,044 
(0-S8) 


1992/93 

Husband Wife 

6,307 1.693 

6,665 4500 

1.642 0 

328 0 


7.979 1,693 

9,672 


Husband Wife 
18,307 1.693 

6,000 4400 

5.165 4,200 

19.142 1,493 

4,686 299 


19421 5594 

25,015 


I 1993/94 

1992/93 

1993/94 

1992/93 

1993/94 

1992/93 

Husband 

"US 

Husband 

Wife 

Husband 

Wife 

Husband 

Wife 

Husband 

Wife 

Husband 

Wife 

13448 

1,752 

13407 

1,683 

18448 

1,752 

18407 

1.683 

23448 

1,752 

4,200 

23407 

1493 

64% 

4400 

6,665 

4400 

5,165 

4400 

5,165 

4400 

5,165 

5,1® 

4400 

6.583 

0 

6442 

0 

13463 

0 

13,142 

0 

18.083 

0 

18,142 

0 

1,521 

0 

1461 

0 

3.146 

0 

3,186 

0 

4496 

0 

4A36 

0 

11,727 

1,752 

11,746 

1483 

15,102 

1,752 

15,121 

1,693 

18452 

1,762 

16471 

1493 

13479 


1ft439 


16453 


16414 


20404 


20464 


(2*3) 



(1-27) 




(041) 




Husband 

Wife 

Husband 

Wife 

Husband 

Wife 

Husband 

Wife 

Husband 

Wife 

Husband 

wife 

23448 

1.752 

23407 

1,693 

23446 

1,752 

28407 

1,693 

43448 

1,752 

43407 

1,693 

6,000 

4,000 

6400 

4,000 

6400 

4,000 

6400 

4.000 

9400 

6,000 

9400 

6.000 

5,165 

4400 

5.165 

4400 

5.185 

4400 

5,1® 

4400 

5.165 

4400 

5.1® 

4400 

24.083 

1452 

24,142 

1.493 

29,083 

1452 

29,142 

1,493 

47,083 

3452 

47,142 

3,493 

S453 

310 

6402 

299 

7J953 

310 

8402 

296 

15,153 

7® 

15402 

748 

23,295 

ft442 

73 , 3 ns 

5494 

26495 

5442 

26405 

5494 

37,095 

6489 

37,105 

6445 

28,737 


28,699 


31,737 


31499 


44484 


44450 


(0-60) 




(046) 



(021) 






NO MORTGAGE 
INCOME (PENSIONS) 
• Person* allowance 
Taxable Income 
Tax thereon 


NET INCOME 
JOINT NET INCOME 
(% tax reduction) 


NO MORTGAGE 
INCOME (PENSIONS) 
+ Investment Income 

-Persona) allowance 
Taxable Income 
Tax thereon_ 


NET INCOME. 
JOINT NET INCOME 
(% tax reduction) 


1993/94 

Husband Wife 

8,248 1,752 

6,875 4,370 

1473 0 

275 0 


7573 1,752 

9.725 

(440) 


Husband Wife 
13548 1.7S2 

6,000 4.000 

5,165 4470 

14,083 1582 

3498 276 


15452 £476 

21428 

( 0 . 79 ) 


1992/33 

Husband Wife 
8407 1493 

6,375 457D 

1,432 0 

266 0 


8521 1493 

9,714 


Husband Wife 
13407 1.893 

. 6,000 4.000 

5,165 4,370 

14,142 1423 

3,436 265 


15JJ71 5*428 

21499 


1 1993/94 

1992/93 

1993/94 

1992/93 

198494 

1992/93 

Husband 

Wife 

Husband 

Wife 

Husband 

Wife 

Husband 

Wife 

Husband 

Wife 

Husband 

Wife 

10,248 

1,752 

10407 

1.693 

13448 

1,752 

13407 

1,693 

18446 

1,752 

18407 ■ 

1,683 

0475 

4470 

6.873 

4470 

6,875 

4470 

8475 

4470 

5.1® 

4470 

5.1® 

4470 

3.373 

0 

3,432 

0 

6473 

0 

8.432 

0 

13483 

0 

13,142 

0 

718 

0 

758 

0 

1.468 

0 

1408 

0 

3,146 

0 

3.186 

0 . 

9430 

1,752 

9449 

1493 

11.780 

1,752 

11,799 

1493 

15,102 

1,782 

15,121 

1493 • 

11,282 


11442 


13432 


13,492 


1ft8S4 


18414 


(5-67) 




(2.72) 



(1-27) 




Husband 

WHO 

Husband 

Wife 

Husband 

Wife 

Husband 

Wife 

Husband 

Wife 

Husband 

Wife ' 

18448 

1,752 

18407 

1,093 

4,000 

23448 

1.752 

23407 

1493 

23448 

1.752 

23407 

1.693 

6,000 

4.000 

6400 

6400 

4,000 

8400 

4400 

9400 

6,000 • 

9400 

6.000 

5,1® 

4470 

5.1® 

4,370 

5.1® 

4470 

5.1® 

4470 

5.1® 

4470 

5.1® 

4470- 

19,083 

1.382 

19,142 

1423 

24,083 

1482 

24,142 

1423 

27483 

3482 

27.142 

3423 

4,648 

276 

4468 

265 

54S3 

276 

6,002 

2® 

7,153 

721 

7402 

731 

19402 

5/176 

19)621 

5428 

23495 

ft47B 

234 ® 

5^28 

25495 

7431 

25,105 

6462 

25,078 


25,049 


28,771 


28,733 


32,126 


32457 • 


(OSS) 




(061) 



(0.74) 

=- 




30,000 MORTGAGE . 
GROSS ANNUAL INCOME 

- Personal atawance 

- Net mortgage Interest 
Taxable income 

Tax thereon 
Nl contributions . 


NET INCOME 

Net mortgage payments 

(% tax reduction) 


60,000 MORTGAGE - 
GROSS ANNUAL INCOME 

- Personal allowance . 

- Net mortgage Merest 
Taxable income 

Tax thereon 

Nl contributions 


NET INCOME 

Nat mortgage p aym ent s 

(% tax reduction) 


19-93/4 

20,-000 

3,445 

1,788 

16.365 

4,014 

1 , 4»6 


39 « 2«?6 

3,1*16 

(-0.7)0) 


mmz 




I44 r 




60400 MORTGAGE ■ 
GROSS ANNUAL INCOME 
-Personalallowance •' . 

- Net mortgage interest 
Taxable Income 
Tax thereon 
Nl contributions 
ChBd benefit 


NET INCOME . 
f% tax reduction) 


NO MORTGAGE 
GROSS ANNUAL INCOME 
- Personal altaarance 

Tnuihln IniTn ui 

i BXHDtd income 

Tax thereon 


NO MORTGAGE 
GROSS ANNUAL INCOME 
+ Investment Income 
- Personal aflowance 
Taxable Income. 

Tax thereon 


t% tax reduction) 




NO MORTGAGE 

GROSS ANNUAL INCOME 
- Personal allowance 

1990*4 

10400 

4,370 

1992/3 

10,000 

4470 

1993/4 

15,000 

1992/3 

15400 

1983/4 
2),000 

Taxable Income • - 

Tax thereon 

5,030 

1483 

5430 

1.308 

11430 

11.030 

18455 


8,698 12442 15.986 


30,000 MORTGAGE . 

1993/4 

1992/3 

1993/4 

1992/3 

1993/* 

1992/3 


GROSS ANNUAL INCOME 

12,000 

12,000 

15,000 

15,000 

20,000 

20400 

-Personal allowance 

5,1® 

5,1® 

5.1® 

5,1® 

5,165 

5,1® 


- Net mortgage interest 

1,798 

2,475 

1,798 

2.475 

1.79R 

2,475 


Taxable Inoome 

6435 

64® 

9,8® 

9,8® 

14.833 

14,8® 


Tax thereon 

1484 

1,609 

2434 

2459 

3.584- 

3,609 


N! contributions 

878 

883 

1,146 

1,1® 

1,596 

1403 


Ch3d benefit 

942 

908 

942 

908 

942 

908 



40£30 


Figures compiled by KPMG Peat Marwick 
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BUDGET: PARLIAMENT 15 


The Chancellor’s Budget speech 
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Wealth of the nation depends on skills of its people 


Ilv . ^Our ParliamentaryStaff ,. 

announced 1 ? 86 * ^ ^ 1 ~~ r " - : — : — : --1— . . . ; Y. . 

was supjSS^ 1 ^ ? ,T^ e Chancellor of ifte Exchequer 

of the deKyeml his Budget to a packed House 


form 
believe. 


on ail side 


. Hmicp VT “ U1 Lnc -VMTUXLU Ilia DUUKCl LU a. Da 

: year. i public 115 ? f Ctommoiis yesterday. He was on his 

^ brt) «ibt to- feet for 1 hour 52 iniiiutes. The following 
is the edited text of his speech. 


: IS 10-111 °ne annualBiidget 

statement. ^ 

The advantages of the new 
system are dear. Ensuring 
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that tax and spending dea- 
sons are taken at the same 
tune wiD allow better control 
. over government borrowing. 
And with tax, spending and 
. Borrowing decisions presented 
in a single statement the 
relationship between them 
be much easier to 
undemand. 

But for now our existing 
procedures remain in place. 
• And I shall, therefore, concen- 
. ; ^ today largely on the tax 

nae of the accounts. My 
■ Budget should none the less 
be considered alongside the 
: Autumn Statement I delivered 
just four months ago. 

' In that statement I set a firm 

limit on public sector wage 
$ increases. This was essential 
and we shall stick to it And I 
established tight overall 
. spending ceilings for the next 
- -: three years. But 1 also gave 
: priority to programmes that 
would help to promote growth 
, and the long-term perfor¬ 
mance of the economy. In this 
way. the Autumn Statement 
played a key role in putting 
Britain on course for recovery. 

My Budget is designed to 
ensure that recovery wifi be 
sustained. Above all. this Bud¬ 
get has two objectives: to 
support the recovery in the 
; year ahead; to set out a dear 
medium-term strategy for 
bringing the borrowing re¬ 
quirement back towards bal¬ 
ance. 

Many people talk as if 
Britain’s economic problems 
were unique; as if we can 
somehow insulate ourselves 
> from the economic tides that 
sweep across the world. The 


age to job prospects, notjust in 
Britain, but across Europe; 
than the imposition of farther 
tax or regulatory burdens on 
employers. That is why this 
government will never sign 
the social chapter. 


UK economy 


While activity has b eert fallin g 
in many parts of the world. 
GDP in Britamroseslightiyin 
the second half of last year. 
And with interest rates down 
by4 percentage points in just 
six months, Britain enters tire 
year ahead in a .'more 
favourable position than most 
of our major competitors.... 
The substantial interest'.rate 
cuts 1 have made provide a sol¬ 
id foundation forrecovery this 
year. And thqy come alongside 
the measures in 'my Autumn 
Statement to revive business 
confidence. We are already be¬ 
ginning to see their effects. 
Lower interest rates have con¬ 
tributed to a pick-up in the 
growth of narrow money, 
while retail sales have been on 
a steady upward trend for al¬ 
most a year. The abolition of 
car tax has p ro mp ted a surge 
in activity in foe motor trade 


more slowly than ar any time 
for 25 years. Labour produc¬ 
tivity has been rising rapidly, 
and while unit wage costs in 
manufacturing have been ris¬ 
ing in Japan and Germany, 
. here they shoved no- increase 
- at all during 1992. British 
. business now has a great .op¬ 
portunity to expand into over¬ 
seas markets and to replace 
imports at home.'.But costs 
must be kept under control. 

• The governments task is to 
provide a dear and predict¬ 
able framework for policy—to 
ensure, that business has the 
freedom and the support it 
needs to get on with the job. 
Our strategy for sustained 
growth rests on three key 
principles. * ' ? . 

. First growth comes from 
the private sector, riot'from 
Whitehall; second, a contin¬ 
uing commitment to low infla¬ 
tion is vital if competitiveness 
is to be maintained; third, the 
only way to increase die coun¬ 
try’s long-term growth rate is 
by improving the supply per¬ 
formance of the economy. 


Supply side 


"i V 
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truth is quite different As an 
open economy which exporta a 
third q£-its output.' develop¬ 
ments abroad have a pro¬ 
found impact on Britain. 

The one ray of light on the 
world scene has been the 
recovery in North America. 
The US econqmygrew by over 
2 per cent last year, with 
growth in the final quarter 
revised up to an annual rate of 
4^ percent . 

But the success of the United 
States stands in marked con¬ 
trast to developments else¬ 
where. Industrial production 
has been faffing in many of the 
world’s largest economies . - - 
And the recent indicators of 
gross domestic product (GDP) 
confirm this gloomy world 
picture. Even Japan has now 
been visited by the prospect of 
recession, with GDP dedining 
by 0.75 percent in the second 
half of 1992. France and Italy 
have also had to rope with 
faffing output arid Germany 
has now suffered. j th- ree 
successive quarters of declin¬ 
ing GDP -. - , . . 

Last year unemployment m 
the Community rose by 1.25 
million and is projected to nse 
further this year to U per omt 

of the workforce. France, luce 
Britain, has three million un- 
emploved; in Ireland and 
Spain more than one m s tx are 
out of work. Even in western 
Germany unemployment 
rising mice again. 


By the end 6f this month the 
additional money I provided 
in the Autumn Statement will 
have taken about 20,000 
properties off the housing 
market Although house prices 
remain weak, building society 
commitments and advances 
are stronger and both 
housebuilders-and estate 
agents are now reporting in¬ 
creased activity: 

The-extra support I an¬ 
nounced for British exporters 
wifi rein fo rce the competitive¬ 
ness of cur companies trading 
overseas ... and the tempo¬ 
rary increase I announced in 
- capital allowances will provide 
a continuing boost to business 
investment over the next six', 
rnonfe. According to the CBI, 
manufacturers are more opti¬ 
mistic now than at any time 
fbrrafmpst five.yeais- 
Thereaway we have seen 
in confidence rests, above aH, : 
on one cxudal foundation — 
tire dramatic progress we have . 
made in reducing inflation. 

. [The two years in the ex¬ 
change-rate mechanism 
(BUM) had been tough, but 
inflation had to beJbeaten.] 

Inflation is now at its lowest 
level for over 25 years... Even 
more significant is die fall in 
underlying inflation — down 
In the last year from 5.5 per 
cent to 3.75 per cent.' .- 


We have transferred to private 
ownership some two-tmrds of 
die state sector we inherited, 
and our labour market re¬ 
forms have given back to man¬ 
agement the power to 
manage, so that last year the 
number of days lost to strikes 
was die lowest for a century. 
But we still have a long agen¬ 
da of unfinished business. 

[There vms still a long way to 
go. Steady improvements in 
education and training were 
vital for the longer-term per¬ 
formance of the economy .] 

The government's objective 
is to keep the-underlying rate 
of retaihprice inflation within 
the range of 1-4 per cent and 
to bring it down to the lower 
half of that range by the end of 
diis parliament 1 expect un¬ 
derlying inflation to be 3.75 
per cent at the end of this year, 
dose to die top of its target 
range. But inflation should 
fall further over die medium- 
term. Monetary policy is set to 
meet that objective... 

~ I believe thaf interest rates at 
their current level are consis¬ 
tent with the achievement of 
the government's inflation ob¬ 
jectives. And at the lowest level 
in die European Community, 
they are also fully consistent 
with die prospects for recovery 
this year. 


Funding 


The short term 


The panel [of independent 
forecasters] recognise that the 
substantial relaxation of mon¬ 
etary policy has greatly im¬ 
proved the- prospects for 
recovery in 1993. Their fore¬ 
casts for growth tins yearvaiy 
between 0.25 and 2 per cent, 
with an average of just over 1 
per cent Tbe Treasury fore¬ 
cast is very similar. We expect 
GDP to grow by 1.25 per cent 
this year, with the recovery 
gathering pace through the 
year. Growth to tbe second 
half of 1993 might reach 1.75 


The government's foil fond 
policy ensures that its borrow¬ 
ing does not add to inflation¬ 
ary pressures. I am dear that 


per cent, rising to 3 per cent in 
the first half of 


is 


the first half of 1994. 

It is possible that growlh this 
year may exceed the 1.25 per 
cent forecast that I have made. 
But there are significant 
downside risks too. It is very 
difficult to be sure when con¬ 
sumers will feel that their fi¬ 
nances are sound enoug h to 
support a stronger growth of 
spending. And there are con¬ 
siderable doubts about the 
prospects for our major export 

This wifi inevitably affect the 
prospects for tbe current ac¬ 
count The deficit in 1992 was 
about £12 billion. And as the 
economy recovers and the 
unfavourable short-term ef- 
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rate feed through. I expect i 

deficit to widen this year to 
£17.5 billion. But the roear 
suras I shall be putting in 
place today should help to 
strengthen our trade position 
over die years ahead; and I ex¬ 
pect the deficit in the ratan- 
w be readily financeable. 


this polity remains appropri¬ 
ate. But from time to time it 
has been right to reconsider its 
detailed application. I have 
therefore decided that transac¬ 
tions by banks and building 
societies in gills will be includ¬ 
ed in the fending definition. 
In periods when banks and 
building soceities reduce their 
holdings of gilts extra sales to 
other sectors will be needed- 
But in current conditions the 
change 1 am making will help 
to ease die pressures on liquid¬ 
ity and avoid complicating 
money market manage¬ 
ment .. 


Fiscal policy 
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performance lies in the com¬ 
petitiveness of our products, 
gainings are now growing 


I expect a public sector bor¬ 
rowing requirement (PSBR) 
in the current financial year of 
£35 billion, slightly lower than 
projected at the time of my Au¬ 
tumn Statement But because 

unemployment tends to in¬ 
crease for a while even after 
growth has resumed and 
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Nothing would do more 


The one ray of light 
on the wodd scene 
has been the recovery 
in North America’ 



Warning to Europe: the government would never sign the so dal chapter, which would damage job prospects, Norman Lamont told MPs 


because some taxes, particu¬ 
larly corporation tax. are col¬ 
lected a year in arrears. I 
expect borrowing next year to 
rise further. The PSBR for 
1993-4 has therefore been set 
at £50 billion, some 8 per cent 
of GDP. 

Unless action is taken, large 
deficits will continue over the 
medium term. The PSBR 
could still be around 6 per cent 
of GDP in 1996-7, the last 
year of this parliament 1 do 
not believe that borrowing on 
that scale is acceptable and I 
shall be announcing measures 
today to reduce it progressively 
over tire years ahead. 

[77re rise in PSBR the eight¬ 
ies was caused largely by the 
recession. But the government 
could not keep on running up 
debt in the hope that recovery 
would solve its problems.] 

Even if the higher debt we 
riowface was largely caused by 
the recession, the extra bor¬ 
rowing still has to be financed. 
And as debt mounts up, so too 
do the debt interest payments. 
In this way what might have 
started off as a cydical deficit 
will soon become a structural 
deficit unless action is taken to 
bring borrowing down... 

Those who argue that there 
is no need for action should 
confront the consequences of 
such a course, the conse¬ 
quences not just for tire public 
finances but also for the level 
of interest rates. For ah those 
reasons 1 believe that the 
greatest threat to sustained re¬ 
covery in Britain would come 
not from a lack of demand, 
but from excessive govern¬ 
ment borrowing over the me¬ 
dium term. We have to 
address that problem now. 

Action to bring the fiscal 
deficit down dearly has to start 
with the amount the govern¬ 
ment spends. The new control 
arrangements I have put in 
place last year were an impor¬ 
tant first step, and we now 
have firm ceilings for expendi¬ 
ture over the next three years 
that will keep the growth of 
spending below that of the 
economy as a whole. 

Proper control of public ex¬ 
penditure cannot be achieved 
amply by setting targets. It re¬ 
quires continuous examina¬ 
tion of each and every depart¬ 
ment and of all the functions 
of government. What was 
once a desirable role for the 
public sector may no longer be 
appropriate. Thai is why the 
fundamental reviews of public 
spending programmes are so 
important. 

These reviews will inevitably 
take time, so I have also had to 
look to the revenue side of the 
account 


broadly neutral My objective 
has been to strengthen the re¬ 
covery by giving help to busi¬ 
ness. But to pay for this I have 
had to raise revenue from oth¬ 
er sectors of the economy. 


Allowances 


age-related allowances. The 
threshold for inheritance tax. 
the capital gains tax exempt 
amount and tire earnings limit 
for tax relief on pension contri¬ 
butions will also remain un¬ 
changed. This will save some 
£670 million this year. 


1 propose for the year ahead to 
freeze the personal allowances, 
the married couples’ and relat¬ 
ed allowances, the basic rate 
limit and the income limit for 


Excise duties 


The removal of customs con¬ 
trols at the Channel has been 
welcomed by many thousands 


of travellers who are now see¬ 
ing the benefits of the single 
market at first hand. And. it 
has also brought many bene¬ 
fits to British business, includ¬ 
ing some ten million fewer 
forms this year. 

But there is natural concern 
too about the impact an in¬ 
crease in cross-bonier shop¬ 
ping might have on British 
businesses, particularly in the 
South East in considering 
what changes to make to ex¬ 


cise duties 1 have had to bal¬ 
ance this against the need to 
raise revenue. I have therefore 
decided to raise the duties on 
most alcoholic drinks by only 
5 per cent this year. From 6pm 
today, the total tax on a pint of 
beer will rise by about 1 *=p 
and that on a bottle of wine by 
about 5^. 

1 have also received many 
representations this year about 
the taxation of spirits, and in 
Continued on page 16 


Tax objectives 


The proposals 1 shall be an¬ 
nouncing today are part of a 
continuing programme of tax 
reform. A programme which 
has sharpened incentives and 
efficiency of the economy, fn 
deciding where to look for ad¬ 
ditional revenue. I have been 
guided by a number of princi¬ 
ples: that where possible 
money should be raised in a 
way that will not damage the 
economy: that in general this 
means reducing the value of 
allowances and broadening 
the tax base rather than in¬ 
creasing marginal tax rates; 
and that taxation should sup¬ 
port social, health and envi¬ 
ronmental objectives. 

For die year immediately 
ahead my proposals are 
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Contained from page 15 
particular the taxation on 
whisky. This is one of Britain’s 
most successful exporting in¬ 
dustries. I promised In my 
Budget speech last year to 
resist proposals from Brussels 
to introduce tax rules which 
would hit whislcy sales in 
European markets. But hav¬ 
ing succeeded there, it is 
important that our own tax 
regime does not further disad¬ 
vantage this industry. 1 have 
therefore decided to make no 
change in the duty on spirits 
this year. 

Next, tobacco. Last July, the 
secretary of state for health 
published a white paper con¬ 
taining our commitment to 
maintain the real value of the 
taxation on tobacco products. 
But again 1 have also had to 
take into account the impact of 
the single market f propose 
therefore to increase the over¬ 
all burden of duty by 6.5 per 
cent 4 per cent above the rate 
of inflation. This will add I Op 
to a typical pack of 20 ciga¬ 
rettes — and 4'ap to a pack of 
five small cigars. 

~ But I also propose to make 
this increase in a different way 
from usual. As the House will 
recall, cigarettes are subject to 
two different excise dudes: a 
“specific” duty, which is a flat- 
rate charge per cigarette, and 
an "ad valorem" duty, on their 
price. Given that the health 
objective is to tax the harm 
cigarettes do. it is better to tax 
the cigarettes themselves rath¬ 
er than their price. I therefore 
propose to increase the specific 
duty on cigarettes by 10 per 
cent while cutting the ad 
valorem duly from 21 per cent 
to 20 per cent This will mean 
a proportionately bigger tax 
increase for cheap cigarettes 
many of which are imported. 

I also propose this year to 
increase foe duty on most 
gaming machines by 20 per 
oent Taken together, these 
changes will raise £290 mil¬ 
lion in 1993-4 and £365 
million in 1994-5. 

I turn now to motoring 
taxes. When I abolished car 
tax in my Autumn Statement 
l said that I would recoup the 
cost from, other motoring tax¬ 
es. 1 therefore propose to raise 
all fuel duties by 10 per cent 
from 6pm today putting 12p 
on a gallon of unleaded petrol 
and I5p on a gallon of four- 
star. From midnight tonight 
vehide exdse duty for cars — 
the tax disc —will also rise, by 
£15 to £125. 

Taken together with the 
abolition of car tax these 
measures wfll raise a net £400 
million in 1993-4. The overall 
impact will be to shift foe tax 
burden from car buyers to car 
users, and to help both the 
environment and foe industry. 
Together with the increases 1 
have announced on alcohol 
and tobacco duties, it will add 
0.25 percentage point to the 
RPI in April, compared with 
indexation. 

Fuel scales 

Alongside-the increase in fuel 
duties. I propose to increase by 
20 per cent foe scale charges 
for free fuel supplied to com¬ 
pany car drivers for private 
use. I also propose to abolish 
foe'50 per cent discount cur¬ 
rently available to drivers do¬ 
ing more than 18,000 busin¬ 
ess miles in a year. 

Employees can avoid this 
tax altogether by paying for 
the full cost of all fuel provided 
for private journeys them¬ 
selves. The environmental im¬ 
pact of my proposals on fuel 
duties will be strengthened by 
reducing foe number of mo¬ 
torists who use fuel at no direct 
cost to themselves. This mea¬ 
sure will raise £65 million in 
the year ahead and £70 mil¬ 
lion in 1994-5. 

Company cam 

From its introduction in 1976 
until 1988. foe income tax 
charge on company cars sig¬ 
nificantly underestimated 


their true value. Since then 
charges have been steadily 
raised to more appropriate lev¬ 
els. i propose this year to com¬ 
plete that process by bringing 
foe car scales up to a level 
which fully reflects the true val¬ 
ue of the benefit of a company 
car. This requires an increase 
in the car scales of 8 per cent, 
bringing additional revenue 
of £100 million in 1993-4. 

But the structure of the cur¬ 
rent regime remains unsatis¬ 
factory. in most cases the value 
put an the benefit, and the tax 
that is payable, are deter¬ 
mined not by foe Price of the 
car, but by foe size of its en¬ 
gine. This might have 
mattered less when scale 
charges were very low. but it 
now gives rise to serious 
distortions. 

I propose from 1994-5 to re¬ 
place the current car scales 
with a simple system based on 
the price of the car. The annu¬ 
al benefit of a company car 
wifl be valued for income tax 
purposes at a fixed percentage 
of the manufacturer's list 
price. To make foe reform rev¬ 
enue neutral. I propose to set 
their percentage at 35 per 
cent. Company car users will 
then pay income tax at their 
marginal rate on that amount 

However, 1 do not believe 
that it would be right to apply 
the full rigour of the charge to 
those who use foe company 
car largely for business pur¬ 
poses. I therefore propose that 
there should be a discount of 
one third for those company 
car users who drive more than 
2,500 miles a year on busi¬ 
ness. and a discount of two- 
thirds for those who do more 
than 18.000 business miles. 

In future, the tax on com¬ 
pany cars will rise or fall auto¬ 
matically with the price of 
those cars. It follows that there 
wfll no longer be any need to 
set the tax charge each year in 
the Budget 

My reform will reduce tax 
distortions in the car market 
and enable manufacturers 
and fleet managers to plan 
production and purchasing in 
a more rational and stable sys¬ 
tem. 

I also propose to replace the 
existing complex arrange¬ 
ments for taxing employees' 
private use of company vans 
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with a simple scale charge, 
covering both foe van and any 
fuel provided, set at the mod¬ 
est level of £500. This will raise 
£10 million in the year ahead 
and £35 million in 1994-5. 

Tax avoidance 

I intend to dose a number of 
loopholes which have been ex¬ 
ploited to avoid tax. From 
midnight last night I propose 
to exdude from the Business 
Expansion Scheme all 
schemes which involve the 
provision of loans to BES in¬ 
vestors. The BES was set up to 
encourage investment in small 
business — not to provide 
highly subsidised loans for top 
rate taxpayers. 

I intend to end the practice 
whereby group companies buy 
up other companies with their 
capital losses simply to set 
those losses against their own 
capital gains. 1 intend to re¬ 
strict foe situations in which 
changes in company owner¬ 



ship can create scope to avoid 
advance corporation tax. Fir 
nalfy. 1 propose to tighten the 
rules for foreign companies 
under UK control. 

These and other measures 
... should raise some £70 mil¬ 
lion in 1993-4. rising to over 
£460 million in the following 
year. 

Taurus 

Following foe decision by the 
Stock Exchange last week to 
abandon Taurus, stamp duty 

will remain in place at least for 

1993-4. raising £1 billion dur¬ 
ing the coining year, f will re¬ 
view the position further in the 
light of foe cond Listons of foe 
securities settlement task force 
set up by the Bank of England. 

The measures I have pro¬ 
posed so far will raise £2.4 tril¬ 
lion in 1993-4. not including 
stamp duty. Of this. £750 mfl- 
tion is required to finance the 
abolition of car tax. I will be 
using a large part of the rest to 
reduce taxes on business. 

The future 

Before 1 turn to business taxes, 
I intend to set out my tax pro¬ 
posals for 1994-5 and the 
years thereafter. National In¬ 
surance contributions:in my 
Autumn Statement 1 took 
some tough decisions on cur¬ 
rent spending to maintain 
capital programmes. But. to 
protect foe poorest and most 
vulnerable members of soci¬ 
ety. we also decided to uprate 
social security benefits in full. 

Bui had no further action 
been taken foe effect of that 
decision, combined with the 
rise in unemployment, would 
have been to push the Nat¬ 
ional Insurance fund Into defi¬ 
cit To prevent this. I intro¬ 
duced a new Treasury grant 

This makes sense at a time 
when ensuring economic re¬ 
covery is our priority. But it is 
dearly not a fair, or reasonable 
basis for financing the Nat¬ 
ional Insurance fund over the 
medium terra. A Treasury 
grant is paid for by the general 
body of taxpayers, induding 
millions of pensioners who 
have already made a full con¬ 
tribution to the fund through¬ 
out their working lives. 

I do not propose to increase 
National Insurance contribu¬ 
tions in the coming year. 
However, from April 1994, 
Mr Lilley [social security secre¬ 
tary] and I propose to increase 
the Class i main rate of em¬ 
ployee National Insurance 
contributions by 1 per cent to 
10 per cent and the Class 4 
rate for the self-employed by 1 
per cent to 7.3 per cent The 
arrangements for employees 
earning below the lower earn¬ 
ings limit and the self-em¬ 
ployed with profits below the 
lower profits limit wifl be un¬ 
changed by these measures. 

Taken together, these in¬ 
creases will raise about £1.8 
billion in 1994-5 and £2.2 bil¬ 
lion in a full year. 

But that wfll still leave a defi¬ 
cit in the National Insurance 
fund of £2.8 billion in 1994-5 
and a similar sum foe follow¬ 
ing year. National Insurance 
contributions ate, of course, 
paid not just by employees and 
foe self-employed, but also by 
employers. And when a deficit 
of this size emerges in the fund 
it is natural to look to all con¬ 
tributors to make up foe bal¬ 
ance. The remaining defidt is 
roughly equivalent to an in¬ 
crease in the employer Nat¬ 
ional Insurance contribution 
rare of 1 2 per cent from 10.4 
per cent to 11.5 percent But I 
do not believe that it would be 
appropriate to increase the 
burden on employers. I there¬ 
fore propose to retain a small¬ 
er Treasury grant to make up 
the continuing shortfall in the 
fond. 

Relocation 

When a company asks its em¬ 
ployees to move house, it may 
offer help with relocation ex¬ 
penses. Usually, that involves 
paying for foe cost of the re¬ 
movals, but sometimes, if foe 
move is to a more expensive 
area, the employer will pay al¬ 
lowances towards foe employ¬ 
ee’s higher living costs. 

For foe past 40 years we 
have allowed employees to re¬ 
ceive most of this hdp tax free, 
provided the employee has 
sold his existing home, a con¬ 
dition which has attracted 
some criticism. This means 
that someone whose employer 
gives them as much as 
£25,000 might pay no taxon it 
at all. On foe other hand, 

a le who dedde to move to 
work and pay their own 
costs get no help from the tax 
system whatsoever... 

I am asking the Inland Rev¬ 
enue to withdraw the present 
extra-statutory concession 
which helps people moving to 
a mote expensive area. And I 
propose to restrict relief on re¬ 
moval expenses to payments of 
up to E8.000 for people whose 
employers require them to re¬ 
locate after April 6 this year. 
Under the new system, foe ex¬ 
isting home need no longer be 
sold to qualify for relief. 



Budget views: Norman lament at the despatch box yesterday, when he announced an increase in all fuel duties 


Although these changes 
come into effect immediately, 
they wfll not start to raise reve¬ 
nue until the year after — 
about £200 million in both 
1994-5 and 1995-6. 

Mortgage relief 

I have no plans to change foe 
existing ceiling for mortgage 
interest relief of £30,000. But 
in foe laset few Budgets, we 
have taken steps to improve 
the focus of mortgage interest 
relid and to contain its costs, 
most recently In my 1991 
Budget, by restricting the re¬ 
lief to the basic rate. 

Even so. mortgage interest 
relief is expected to cost the Ex¬ 
chequer £4.3 billion next year 
alone. I propose therefore, to 
reduce the rate at which relief 
is given from 25 to 20 per 
cent But I propose to deferfoe 
implementation of this 
change until April 1994. In 
all this change will yield £900 
million m 1994-5 and £960 
million in foe following year. 

At current mortgage rates, 
no borrower wfll be more than 
£10 a month wo ire off from 
foe reduced rate of relief, and 
for many with mortgages be¬ 
low £30,000 the increase in 
payments will be even smaller. 

I brow that there are some 
elderly people with life annuity 
home income plans, which al¬ 
low them to draw down some 
of the savings they have invest¬ 
ed in their houses. Such 
schemes will continue to at¬ 
tract relief at 25 per cent. 

Stamp duty 

I am fully aware that the 
housing market remains frag¬ 
ile. That is why the changes I 
have described will not come 
into effect until next year. And 
that is also why 1 have one fur¬ 
ther proposal which wfll affect 
people buying houses. Where¬ 
as my proposals on mortgage 
interest relief do not apply un¬ 
til April 1994, this measure 
comes into effect immediately. 
1 propose to double foe stamp 
duty threshold to £60,000 for 
documents executed from to¬ 
day and not stamped before 
March 23 when the required 
Budget resolution has been 
considered by this House. 

This means that foe cost of 
buying homes priced at be¬ 
tween £30.000 and £60.000 
will be reduced by up to £600. 
From today, the number of 
transactions in the housing 
market liable to stamp duty 
wfll be halved. 

With mortgage interest 
rales at their lowest level for 
decades, this reduction in 
stamp duty should provide a 
further stimulus to the hous¬ 
ing market The change will 
oast £220 million in 1993-4 
and about £270 million in the 
following year. 

Married couples 

At present the married cou¬ 
ple's allowance reduces a tax¬ 
payer’s liability at his or her 
marginal rate. A taxpayer on 
the 20 per cent lower rate 
benefits by £344 but a high 
rate taxpayer gets £688 — 
twice as much. There is no 
good reason why an allowance 
intended to recognise the re¬ 
sponsibilities of marriage 
should give least to those on 
low incomes and most to those 
right at the top of foe income 
scale. 

From April 6,1994.1 there¬ 
fore propose to restrict relief 
for foe married couple’s allow¬ 
ance to the lower rate of 20 per 
cent It will then be worth foe 
same amount ro taxpayers at 
all levels of income. The allow¬ 
ances which are linked to the 
married couple's allowance for 
those aged under 65 win be 
similariy restricted. 

Because of the higher level 


of MCA to which they are enti¬ 
tled. this change wfll bear 
harder on elderly married cou¬ 
ples. So also from 1994-5, 1 
propose to increase by £200 
the married couple's allow¬ 
ance for those aged 65 and 
over. This will ensure that pen¬ 
sioners paying tax at the basic 
rate are affected in the same 
way as any other basic rate tax¬ 
payer by the change: And el¬ 
derly married couples in the 
lower rate band will actually 
gain slightly. 

These changes will raise 
about £900 million in 1994- 
95 and £1.2 billion in 1995- 
96. 

Green measures 

Last June, the prime minister 
signed the UN Convention on 
Climate Change at Rio. This 
was a milestone in interna¬ 
tional efforts to halt global 
warming. 

When Britain and other 
countries have ratified foe con¬ 
vention, foe government wfll 
be committed to bring for¬ 
ward measures aimed at re¬ 
turning greenhouse gas 
emissions from tins country to 
1990 levels by the year 2000. 

The largest contribution in 
foe growth in UK carbon diox¬ 
ide emissions in the coming 
years is expected to come from 
the transport sector. J, there¬ 
fore propose to make dear to¬ 
day tihe government’s long¬ 
term intention on road-fuel 
duty. We intend to raise road- 
feel duties on average by at 
least 3 per cent a year to real 
terms in future Budgets, in ad¬ 
dition to tile increase 1 have al¬ 
ready announced for this year. 

My announcement today 
wfll help manufacturers and 
consumers to plan ahead. It 
should provide a strong incen¬ 
tive for motorists to buy mote 
fad-efficient vehides. And it 
wfll raise at least a further 
£520 million in 1994-5 and 
£950 million in 1995-6. 

But in order to meet the 
commitment we entered into 
at Rio, action will be required 
not just in foe transport sector, 
but across the whole economy. 
And in deciding how best to 
meet our carbon emissions tar¬ 
get we wfll need to ensure that 
the right incentives are in 
place throughout the economy 
— encouraging people to con¬ 
sume less and conserve more. 

Against this background 1 
have one further measure to 
propose that will not only en¬ 
courage greater energy effici¬ 
ency in every household in the 
country, but will also raise a 
considerable amount of reve¬ 
nue. 

Energy tax 

Fuel and energy supplies ro 
industry pay VAT in Britain. 
Those to the home do not In 
this respect, we are unique in 
the European Community. 

I therefore propose, over the 
next two years, to end the zero 
rate of VAT on domestic fuel 
and power. Again, this change 
will not come into effect imm¬ 
ediately, but in 1994. VAT will 
be charged at 8 per cent from 
April l 1994 and at 17*a per 
cent from April I 1995. 

This measure will raise 
some E950 billion in 1994-5, 
£2.3 billion in 1995-6 and 
around E3 billion a year there¬ 
after. For foe first time foe rale 
of VAT on domestic feel and 
power will be the same as that 
charged on goods like loft in¬ 
sulation material, which im¬ 
prove energy efficiency. This 
wfll bring an end to the cur¬ 
rent anomaly which makes a 
nonsense of any attempt to use 
the tax system to improve foe 
environment.. 

Together with measures 
which have already been' an¬ 
nounced. these tax proposal 1 ; 
should take Britain two-thirds 


of the way to meeting the Rio 
target And they-wfll do so in a 
way that does the least possible 
damage to the competitiveness 
of British industry... * 

Deregulation 

For die eight million taxpay¬ 
ers who have to fill in a tax re¬ 
turn each year, the current 
arrangements are very far 
from simple. I propose to offer 
these people, induding 4 mil¬ 
lion self-employed, the option 
of self-assessment Legislation 
will be brought forward in 
next year's Finance Bill to im¬ 
plement the proposal from foe 
earliest practicable date, which 
is 1996-7. For those who 
choose to take it up, self-assess¬ 
ment should proride a signifi¬ 
cant reduction in bureaucracy 
and paperwork... 

ffhe success of self-assess¬ 
ment depended on it being 
simple enough for taxpayers to 
complete their own tax re¬ 
turns. Since 1926 self-em¬ 
ployed people with different 
sources of income faced sev¬ 
eral tax bills arid payment 
dates.] 

Under my new proposals, 
people will have just one tax 
bill each year, covering all 
their income. And the sell-em¬ 
ployed will pay tax on the prof¬ 
its they make in the current 
year, not the preceding yeah 
This should be a major simpli¬ 
fication. 

My third announcement 
wfll be of particular interest to 
smaller businesses. At present 
all incorporated businesses 
must have their accounts au¬ 
dited. While it is clearly impor¬ 
tant that accounts should be 
reliable and indeed, foal the 
Inland Revenue and other us¬ 
ers should have the assurance 
they need that the accounts 



have been drawn up properly, 
tire current statutory audit re¬ 
quirement imposes a dispro¬ 
portionate cost on smaller 
businesses. Hie President of 
foe Board of Trade wiH there¬ 
fore shortly be issuing a con¬ 
sultative document setting out 
options for reducing this bur¬ 
den, at least for the very small¬ 
est incorporated businesses. 

Business taxes 

Britain already has foe low¬ 
est rate of tax on business prof¬ 
its in foe industrialised world 
and we have a person al ta x 
system which makes it attrac¬ 
tive for entrepreneurs and 
managers to live and work in 
Britain. We intend to see that 
continue. 

Britain has had an out¬ 
standing record oye r rec ent 
years in attracting investment 
from overseas. Indeed we have 
attracted no less than a third of 
all foreign investment into the 
EC over the last few years. 

But we cannot be too com¬ 
placent With the advent of foe 
single market .foe competition 
in Europe to secure inward in- 
vesrment has become ever 
more, intense.. So my Budget 
sets out to ensurethat our busi¬ 
ness tax regime retains its 


dear competitive edge. 

Surplus act 

In talking to business organ¬ 
isations over the last few 
months, one issue has come 
up again and again — the 
problem of surplus advance 
corporation tax, or ACT. 
Many believe that this feature 
of our lax system botb 
penalises successful British- 
owned international com¬ 
panies and distorts investment 
decisions. 

I am afraid that my propos¬ 
als are complex. But they do 
attack the problem of surplus 
ACT, they are central to the 
strategy of tins Budget, and 
they , raise a significant 
amount of revenue. 

At present, ACT is paid on 
dividends at 25 per cent This 
funds a tax credft which covers 
the basic rate income tax bifl of 
the shareholder. But as its 
name implies, it is also an ad¬ 
vance payment of the compa¬ 
ny’s corporation tax bOL 

In normal circumstances, 
foe tystem works very wdL But 
sometimes It does bring prob¬ 
lems, particularly for com¬ 
panies which earn a large 
proportgiori of their profits 
overseas. These companies of¬ 
ten end up paying an ACT bffl 
on their dividends that is 
greater than their entire UK 
corporation tax liab ility. The 
so-called “surplus ACT" that 
results cannot be daimed back 
— in effect, it becomes an extra 
tax on profits. And this can 
have damaging econmic 
effects. 

First. I shall establish a spe¬ 
cial tax regime from 1994-5 to, 
help foreign-owned interna¬ 
tional companies which are 
considering setting up their 
headquarters in the UK. This 
will make it mote attractive for 
international companies to 
base their operations in Brit¬ 
ain. 

Second, I am today issuing 
a consultation document pro¬ 
posing a scheme under which 
British companies may choose 
to das? any dividend paid out 
of overseas profits as a “For¬ 
eign Income Dividend". Un¬ 
like normal UK dividends, 
this will not cany any tax cred¬ 
it and although.ACT would 
initially be payable in the usu¬ 
al way, the company will be 
entitled to a refund if it gives 
rise to surplus ACT. Once fully 
operational, this scheme could 
reduce the build-up of surplus 
ACT by some E250 million a 
year.. 

Finally I propose to reduce 
foe raie of ACT in two stages, 
from 25 .per cent to 22h per 
oenrm 1993-4 and then, to 20 
per cent in 1994-5. This will 
give companies which pay div¬ 
idends a cash flow benefit of 
about £2 billion over foe next 
two.yeaa. And it veil reduce 
the build-up of surplus ACT by 
about £300 millioa ayear. 

1 also propose to reduce 
from 25 percent to 20 per cent 
in 1993-4 the tax credit that 
shareholders get when they re- 
crive a dividend. :. 

Finally, in order to ensure " 
that most ordinary sharehold¬ 
ers are not affected by this 
change; I .also propose to re¬ 
duce the rate of tax on divi¬ 
dends from the current basic 
rate of 25 percent to the lower 
rate of 20 per cent The effect 
of this, combined: wzfo the. 
change to tax credits,..is to 
leavemost basic rate taxpayers 
neither better off nor worse off 
than, thqjr.are now..• 

Export credit 

: in the Autumn Statement, j 
announced a substantial in¬ 
crease in export credits to help 
British businesses win major 
contracts abroad. But the met 
remains thalexporr credit in¬ 
surance has proved expensive 


for foe taxpayer. For that rea¬ 
son the government has nego¬ 
tiated hard over foe years to 
secure a reduction in thesubsi- 
dies offered by other countries. 

Butin foe meantime; British 
firms are sometimes at a com¬ 
petitive disadvantage in seek¬ 
ing business overseas. 

The President of the Board 
of Trade and I have therefore 
looked again at the whole 
range of ECGD services and — : 
have decided to make some W 1 
important changes. 

We have foerefbe decided to 
make a further reduction of 
7 1 * percent in foe average lev¬ 
el of ECGD premiums. This 
means that, while premiums 
for individual export markets 
wfll always differ, the average 
level of premiums paid by Brit¬ 
ish exporters next year wfll be 
down to around the average 
paid by their G7 competitors. 

Second, export credit cover. 

Over foe next three years, I 
propose that additional cover 
of £ 1.3 bfllfon should be made 
available for those exporting 
into some of the fastest grow¬ 
ing and most important mar¬ 
kets around the world. Taken 
together with my Autumn . 
Statement announcement, ™ 
this means that foe annual 
cover far these markets wfll 
have increased by more than 
75 per cent in just four years- 

As a result British firms will 
now be 3ble to go out into ex¬ 
port markets, with greater 
confidence that they can com¬ 
pete on a more equal basis 
with their overseas 
competitors. 

Insurance 

- For some years now, the in¬ 
dustry has argued that foe tax 
rebels available to some of 
their European counterparts 0 ; 
put them at a competitive dis- : i 
advantage. In fact, that is not 
the whole story — in other re¬ 
spects, our own tax system is 
very favourable. Nevertheless, 
having reviewed the position'- 
again, I believe that there may 
indeed be a case for allowing 
tax refief on certain types of 
equalisation reserves covering 
occasional, exceptional losses. 

A consultation document will 
be issued later this spring. 


Lloyd’s 


I also propose to introduce a 
significant reform of the tax 
regime for Lloyd's. I propose 
to tax the gains on the disposal 
of assets which form the pre¬ 
miums funds of Lloyd's 
Names in the same way as 
those of corporate. insurers. 

And I intend to replace foe 
current reserve arrangements 
with a better targeted reserve, 
which should enhance Lloyd's 
ability to deal with foe particu¬ 
larly volatile type of risk which 
makes up most of their 
business. 

My proposals will greatly 
simplify the taxation of 
Lloyd's. Lloyd's has had a dif¬ 
ficult time recently; but it re¬ 
mains vital if London is to 
retain its preeminent position . 
in the world insurance mar- W 
ket Taken togethp the re¬ 
forms I am proposing will be 
revenue neutral 

Small business 

Following heavy kisses in re¬ 
cent years, the banks are 
bound to be more cautious in 
their lending. As the recovery 
progresses small firms may 
therefore find that their pros¬ 
pects for expansion are in¬ 
creasingly threatened... 

I believe that many small 
businesses would benefit from 
making more use of fixed-rate.At 
finance which would give • 
them more stability and would 
enable them to plan ahead. I 
propose therefore to make a 
substantial reduction in the 


t- 


um for guarantees on fixed- 
rate lending. This will fall to 
0.5 per cent and w£D. I hope, 
encourage more fixed rate 
lending. I also intend to ie-. 
duce foe premium on-variable 
loan rates to 1.5 per cent The 
premiums will henceforth 
apply to the whole loan, -not 
just the guaranteed portion. 
This change should take effort 
in the next month or so. 

I abo propose that the limit 
oo the- size of loan allowed to 
such businesses should be 
raised from £100,000 to 
£250.000 and the proportm 
foe lo an guaranteed Increased 
from 70 per cent to 85 per 
cent. The President of foe 
Board of Trade and I-Wfll be 
taking this forward urgently 
with the hanks. 

CGT reform-. 

My second measure relates 
specifically to entrepreneurs^ 
wro have btrift up successful 
businesses and now wish- to 
sell them in order to start up a 
new one... . • T 

I propose in future to defer 
psjrttertf of capital gains 
any entrepreneur" 1 
wtose gains from the sale of 
his own company arereinvest- 
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The Chancellor’s Budget speech 



Continued from page |g 
ed in another qualifying un¬ 
quoted trading company, or 
companies. I know tftis-will be 
widely welcomed by Lhe ven¬ 
ture capital industry. 

I also propose to relax the 
for CGT retirement 
relief, by reducing the qualify 
ing shareholding from 25 per 
cent to 5 per cent; and to 
extend this relief to cover fuBr 
tune employees, as well as 
directors. These changes win 
cost £50 million in a full year. 


make progress towards a 20p basic rate tax’ 


VAT 


I turn now to the VAT regime, 
which for many small busi¬ 
nesses takes up a great deal of 
time and can be a particular 
source of worry. The best way 
to help is to keep them out of 
the VAT system altogether. 1 
am therefore- raising the VAT 
threshold to the maximum ex¬ 
tent possible. The new thresh¬ 
old will be £37,600. 

Over the last couple of years 
I have also announced 
mesures to allow traders to re¬ 
claim VAT on debts which re¬ 
main unpaid after 12 months; 
and to encourage firms to take 
advantage of the cash account¬ 
ing scheme under which trad¬ 
ers only have to pay VAT to 
customs when they themselves 
have been paid by their cus¬ 
tomers... - 

I propose to increase the 
ceiling on turnover below 
which firms may join the cash 
accounting scheme by 
£50,000 to £350,000. This 
wifi allow an extra 15,000 
businesses to benefit ... I also 
intend to help businesses 
which are too big to- take ad¬ 
vantage of the scheme. At 
present VAT can be reclaimed 
on any invoice which remains - 
unpaid after 12 months. I pro¬ 
pose to halve that qualifying, 
period to six months. 

In addition, I have a further 
series of reformsDo propose to 
the current system of VAT 
penalties. First I intend to fo¬ 
cus the rules better so that only 
larger errors and the most per¬ 
sistent offenders will incur the 
“misdedaration penalty" ... 
Second. 1 propose to place a 
three year limit on the number 
of year? interest that can be 
charged when tax has been 
underpaid. Third, I have de-. 
rided to reform the VAT'de¬ 
fault surcharge so that traders 
will be notified'sooner of de¬ 
fault and surcharged at a low¬ 
er rate arid orijy on larger 
defaults..: •- 

... Following lord.Keith's._ 
1983 review, the government 
concluded that h.wouto be 
wrong to give customs discre¬ 
tion over the level of VAT pen¬ 
alties ... But the controversy 
has continued ever since... 

1 have considered this mat¬ 
ter afresh, and concluded that 
the time has come to make;a’., 
change. 1 propose therefore 
that customs should be given 
some discretion to mitigate the 
penalties for some circum¬ 
stances of the trader. If neces¬ 
sary, of course, the trader wifi 
still be able to appeal to a VAT 
tribunal, which will also have 
greater scope for discretion. 

1 have already announced 
my intention to extend value- 
added tax to' domestic fuel and 
power from April 1 next year. I 
now have one further an¬ 
nouncement to make on 
VAT... . . , , 

1 have inevitably had to look 
very carefully at the whole 
structure of our current VAT 
regime and particularly at 
whether all of our existing zero 
rates should be maintained. 
Some of these.... for example 
food and water, are dearly 
among the most basic necessi¬ 
ties of life. Others, for example 
sewerage and newsp apers. 
perhaps fall into a difierent 
category. Having reflected 


carefully [ have decided not to 
extend, the VAT base beyond 
foe and power.-- • ■ 

For some time the hlood- 
Stock industry has^feeen con¬ 
cerned about competition 
from other' EC cduntries 
which levy a“ towr.ratE of VAT 
on horses* The single market 
has exacerbated; this problem 
arid created a major incentive 
to . move bloodstock business 
abroad, threatening 30,1)00 
jobs... _/ 

' As a. result of.proposed 
changes in the Jodoey Chib’s 
rules owners who .wish to do so' 
wifi..now be able to. organise 
their ratting jacmfities in a 
more commercial way. This in 
turn will enable them ttr meet 
the- normal business, test for 
VAT registration and to claim 
cretfit for VAT on purchases, 
subject to the usual rules, .. .. 


UBR 


My last Budget helped many 
firms byal 


thousands of firms by alterin 
toe business rates transitional 
arrangements to accelerate the 
gains of those who gained, 
most from toe-change in the 
system, while'freezing- real 
rates bills which would'other¬ 
wise have risen substantially. 
The freeze applied for oneyear 
-onfy,» many businesses rifcw 
face a substantial increase in 
their rates bills...' ' 

It would, 1 believe, be wrong 
to impose such , increases in 
present anbrnstames. I there¬ 
fore propose'; for a further year 
to freeze in real toms top rates 
bill of those losing from toe. 
new systemIn .cash terms, 
that means that no bill will rise 
by more than 3.6 per cent, .the 
increasein the RFTm the year 
. to last September. ;. : 

Subject to Parliament's 
approval, the government will 
again pay extra sums, into the 
business rates pool to ensure 
that the income of focal au¬ 
thorities is not reduced-The 
new measure wifi reduce toe 
total business rales bill in Eng¬ 
land and Wales next year by 
2.6 per cent Bills in Scotland 
arid Northern Ireland will 
likewise be reduced by 2*6 per 
cent in aggregate... Hie reve¬ 
nue ooft is estimated to be 
some £370 million in 1993-4 
toad some- £260 million In 
. 1994-5. ; The measures I have; 
announced wfflL reduce the 
burden on business by about 
U bnfiqn in ffie year ahead. '. 


National lottery 


For. toe first year of its .opera¬ 
tion I propose , that national 
lottery tickets should .be taxed 
at a rate of 72 per cent Exit¬ 
ing society and local authority 
lotteries'will be exempt.' 
Winnings will, incur no tax 
whatsoever... ’ 

■ I intend to raise the annual 
limit for income tax. relief 
under the-payroll giving 
scheme from £60fr to £900 
wito effect from April 6. Sec¬ 
ond: I propose that toe mini¬ 
mum gift attracting tax relief 
for single donatioiis'underthe 
gift aid scheme should be re¬ 
duced from £4 00-to £250 from 

today... Taken together, they 
will boost tax relief on dona¬ 
tions to ^hiureties by some DO 
million in a full year. 


Employment 


In the Autumn Statement, toe 
government announced a 
number of measures to help 
toe unemployed. And in my 
Budget, I have setoot my fur¬ 
ther proposals to help business 
and sustain recovery — the 
best way to promote eraplcy- 
’ment... 


The secretary of state for em- 
ient [Gillian 


"plqynient [GQlian Shephard] 
and Hifore decided to take fur¬ 
ther 'special measures to hop 
an extra 100,000 unemployed 





people.:F6st we have decided 
to provide more help for those 
who wish to. set up their own 
. businesses under the business 
start-up scheme .:. We pro¬ 
pose to offer an additional 

JO.OOOplaces in. 1993-4. <*•: 

Second, the secretary of slate 
for employment proposes to 
introduce a new initiative to al¬ 
low the long-term unem¬ 
ployed to leara the. practical 
- skills they need to find work. 
Resources will be madeavail¬ 
able to allow 30,000 tong- 
term unemployed people to 
take up fuittiine Taxational 
. causes, - 

v Third,- it is widely agreed 
“that in eway community there 
are plenty of jobs needing to 
be done, and plenty of people 
who want to do them ... We 
are therefore launching a new 
community action pro¬ 
gramme to allow 60,000 of 
the long-term unemployed to 
do part-time work in their 
local communities, organised 
by voluntary groups. Those in¬ 
volved wifi be pakl an allow¬ 
ance based on their previous 
benefit rates plus a small pre¬ 
mium ... 

. We propose to test in pilot 
schemes toe feasibility and ef¬ 
fectiveness of a new approach 


where rattier than pay benefits 
to toe longterm unemployed 
to do nothing, payment will 
instead be made, fora limited 
period, to an employer who re¬ 
cruits them ... PQot schemes 
using different approaches 
will be launched this summer 
in four parts of the country. If 
they can be made iowork, this 
could lead to permanent jobs 
for the long-term unemployed 
as the economy recovers. 

Finally... 1 now propose to 
offer the [Training and Enter¬ 
prise Councils (Tecs) ] a new 
£25 million fond. 

. These measures will cost 
£230 million and wifi give spe- 
-tial help to those who need it 
most. Including disabled 
people. The disabled wifi be 
given priorifyintoevocafional 
education initiative and in 
community action, helping us 
to build on our achievements 
in helping the disabled back to 
work... 


Private finance 


In my Autumn Statement I 
announced significant 
changes to toe rules Tor the pri¬ 
vate financing of major infra¬ 
structure projects. This 
initiative has met with an en¬ 


thusiastic reponse: and today 1 
have a number of specific de¬ 
velopments to announce... 

BAA pic and British Rail 
have agreed to proceed wito 
the Heathrow’ Express 
[project]. This is a major new 
joint venture, involving private 
sector investment of nearly 
£300 million. 

Second. Crossrail. a public 
sector project first proposed in 
1989 to reduce congestion in 
central London ... we now 
believe ft would be preferable 
to take this project forward as 
a joint venture with the private 
sector. The present proposals 
for Crossrail will therefore be 
reexamined. Our aims will be 
to maximise the participation 
and financial involvement of 
the private sector... 

[The Channel tunnel] wifi 
provide a fast link between 
Britain and Paris, cutting 
journey times dramatically. 
But those times could be cut 
still further by red urine the 
time taken for journeys within 
Britain itself. For that to hap¬ 
pen a new rail link wifi be re¬ 
quired — from London down 
to the Channel tunnel itself... 
] can announce today that the 
Channel tunnel rail link will 
go ahead. 


Tne secretary of state for 
transport [John MacGregor] 
will be inviting the private sec- 
lor to come forward with bids 
so that toe project can be taken 
forward as a joint venture as 
soon as possible ... We hope 
to be able to introduce a bill as 
soon as the legislative timeta¬ 
ble permits, and to see the new' 
line fully completed around 
toe end of toe decade. The 
government wifi make its own 
financial contribution ... Full 
responsibility for the project, 
its management and comple¬ 
tion will be transferred to the 
private sector. 

Subject to the results of de¬ 
tailed work by British Rail 
over the next few months, the 
London terminus of the new' 
rail link will be located at St 
Pan eras. This will provide a 
new' lease of life for this mag¬ 
nificent Victorian building, 
which will become the gate¬ 
way io London for interna¬ 
tional passengers... 


Income tax 


My priority in this Budger has 
been to set out a dear strategy 
for reducing public sector bor¬ 
rowing over the medium term, 
i am therefore unable this year 


to reduce the basic rate of in¬ 
come tax. I also propose to 
leave the higher rate of tax un¬ 
changed at 40 per cent 

But in my Bud get Iasi year I 
opened up an alternative' route 
for moving over time to our ul¬ 
timate objective — a 20p basic 
rate of income tax for every¬ 
one. The new lower rate band 
I announced last year at a 
stroke took four million tax¬ 
payers on low incomes down 
to the 20 percent rate, cutting 
their marginal rate of tax by a 
fith. 

In this Budget J have taken 
my reform a step further. The 
government's 20 pence pledge 
not only involves a reduction 
in marginal tax rates for 19 
million basic rate taxpayers. 
But also, when the basic rate 
is eventually brought down to 
20 pence, tax reliefs for basic 
rate taxpayers will, of course, 
be worth 20 pence in toe 
pound too. In this Budget, I 
am bringing toward that 
change by restricting three 
specific tax reliefs to 20 per 
cent Not just for basic rate tax¬ 
payer , but for all taxpayers. 

First, I have reduced the tax 
credit on dividends to 20 per 
cent, to cut toe rate of advance 
corporation tax which com¬ 


panies pay on dividends. Sec¬ 
ond, I will be reducing the rate 
of relief on mortgage interest 
payments io 20 per cent, to cut 
lhe subsidy on borrowing and 
to pay for a reduction in the 
tax on housing transactions. 
Third. 1 will be restricting toe 
tax relief for married couples 
to 20 per cent, to make it 
worth the same for all taxpay¬ 
ers... 

I propose to increase the 
width of the new 20p band in 
1993-4 by £500 lo £2.500. 
This wifi help ail taxpayers 
currently paying tax ar 25 per 
cent- And it means that in the 
coming year nearly five mil¬ 
lion taxpayers will face a mar¬ 
ginal rate of income tax of only 
20 per cent... 

The measures I have an¬ 
nounced today will also allow 
me to make a further exten¬ 
sion of the 20p rate in 1994-5. 
From April next year I pro¬ 
pose that the 20p band should 
cover the first D.000 of tax¬ 
able income. £500 more than 
in toe year ahead. And we 
shall continue to widen toe 
20p band in toe years to come 
— year by year we will make 
further progress towards our 
objective. A 20p basic rate of 
tax for everyone. 


Got 


You know how it is. You’re just settling 
in nicely to the big movie on TV when all 
of a sudden the hero freezes in mid-action. 
Oh no, it’s the adverts again. 

.. Yes, here they come for the n’th time: 
those unbearably dull folk with their lives 
ruled by coffee and washing powder and 
dogfood. Quick, where’s the remote control? 
Flip channels for something - anything 
- to watch instead. 

In this panic to escape the 
adverts, some of us have even been 
known to sit through two minutes 

of opera on BBC2. 

‘Thanks to high tech, it’s 
getting easier and easier to avoid 
the ads. It’s called zapping. 

Well soon have VCRs 
which automatically cut out 
the commercial breaks. 

The very latest one 
records programmes and 
zaps adverts, and is .oper¬ 
ated just by talking to it. 

. All this is bad news 
for the advertisers who can pay millions of 



pounds; for a few seconds of our attention | 



on TV. To make matters worse, there are now 
so many commercial TV stations that it’s hard 
for advertisers to know where best to place 
their adverts nowadays. 

If they are serious about talking to us, 
they really should find a better way. 

There’s no better way than the way we’re 
communicating right now, via the pages of our 
newspaper. 

The same high-technology that’s 
killing commercials is giving a new lease of 
life to newspaper advertising. 

The colour’s a lot better than it used to 


be. Reproduction is excellent, and newspaper 
>,ads are still much cheaper and faster to 
% produce than TV commercials. 

Some newspapers are set up to 
receive advertisements, complete with 
photography and typesetting, beamed in 
over a phone line. 

Best of all, from the advertiser's 
point of view, is that ads in newspapers 
get noticed. Take this one, for example. 
You’ve just spent a couple of 
minutes with it. Who knows? 

You may even be reading it 
during a commercial break. 



Tins advmunnmt placed by lhe Ncvrtfuprr hiMnhm AMCHUllOfi. 
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By James Landale 

THE Budget was one of 
“swings and roundabouts”, 
according to Nick Faiibum. 
36. a director of Target Adver¬ 
tising Ltd in Cheltenham. He 
said the Chancellor was "chip¬ 
ping away at disposable in¬ 
come”. 

Mr Faiibum earns between 
£25,000 and £35.000 a year, 
putting him in the 40 per cent 
tax bracket He and his wife 
Nicola, 35. have two children: 
Matthew. 7, and Grace, 5. 
They spend £90 a week on 
food, DO a week on children's 
dothes and about £4 on news¬ 
papers. They have no savings. 

Mr Fairbum said that VAT 
on domestic fuel was “a heU of 
a hike” and would add “at 
least £200 a year more" to 
bills. He said: “It is a back¬ 
door tax. a way of getting 
money off everybody without 
changing income tax.” 

Mr Fairbum’s house is 
worth £110.000 and his mort¬ 
gage is £82.000. He said that 
the cut in mortgage interest 
relief from 25p to 20p in the 
pound would cost him about 
£100 a year. “It's cutting away 
at one's disposable income,” 
he said. However, “it could 
have been a lot worse”. 

He said the increase on 
petrol was no surprise but 
“with my green hat on. he 
could have left unleaded 
alone”. Mr Fairbum has a 
company car. a BMW 320 
estate, and his wife has a Ford 
Fiesta. Petrol for both cars is 
paid for by the company. 

He said that because his 
company's 18 cars were all 
second-hand, he did not mind 
that company cars were now 
going to be taxed according to 
their value and not by the size 
of the engine. "We win sit 
around the boardroom and 
say how dever we were,” he 
said. 

Mr Fairbum said that, as a 
director of a company, he 
wanted to recruit the best 
managers. Unfortunately, he 
said, there were lots of incen¬ 
tives. such as company care, 
that were being lost 

Although the family drinks 
four bottles of wine and eight 
cans of lager a week, Mr 


■ More indirect tax and less mortgage 
relief will chip away at families’ incomes but 
VAT on domestic fuel will hit hardest 


Fairbum said that the tax 
increase on tobacco and alco¬ 
hol was “fair game”. “They 
are all vices.” he said, “and 
one has come to expect an 
increase in taxes. That doesn’t 
worry me.” 

□ Monica Jones, 72, a former 
dvO servant who worked for 
the Department of Health and 
Soda! Security, said the bud¬ 
get was a “curate’s egg — but 
with not very many nice 
parts”. She said: “It was a 
Budget for business but not for 
pensioners. The lower die 
income, the more it affects 
you.” 

Mrs Jones's husband, Ray, 
also 72. a former maintenance 
officer with Northampton¬ 
shire County Council, receives 
a state pension of £58, includ¬ 
ing Seips. and an occupation¬ 
al pension of £20 a week. Mrs 
Jones gets £62 from the state 
and £20 from her occupation¬ 
al pension. This gives them an 
income of £160 a week. 

They have savings of £ 1,600 
in an interest-bearing account 
“You find that by and large 
any savings under £2.000 are 
for funerals and emergencies 
and not for expenditure.” said 
Mrs Jones. She said that any 
reduction in interest rates 
might help people with mort- 



Fairbum: income is 
being chipped away 


gages, but that it hurt pension¬ 
ers, who rely on a few pounds 
extra each week from interest 
off their savings. “It has al¬ 
ready hit us and it could hit 
even more.” 

They spend £12 a week on 
petrol and £6 on public trans¬ 
port “Thai would make quite 
a difference. We do not do a 
large milage bur a tax on 
petrol is going to affect every¬ 
body because it automatically 
affects everything that is trans¬ 
ported by road. This will hit 
the lowest paid completely." 

Mrs Jones said that the 8 
per cent VAT that is to be put 
on domestic fuel and power 
nett year, rising to 17.5 per 
cent in 1995, “was a heavy 
burden for pensioners and 
those on low incomes”. She 
said: “Pensioners have to pay 
a larger proportion of their 
income on keeping warm 
than people who are at work 
all day. It is a great proportion 
of their income. This new tax 
hits them very hard.” 

However, she said she was 
glad that VAT had not been 
put on food and newspapers. 
“We are glad of the dungs 
which did not happen,” she 
said. “We were very lucky not 
to get it on food.” 

Although she and her hus¬ 
band neither smoke nor drink, 
she said that she did not agree 
with more tax on beer and 
gambling. “People should he 
allowed their little pleasures,” 
die said. “I don’t know how it 
will affect the bingo.” 

They eat out only every six 
weeks, and had one week’s 
self-catering holiday last year. 
They make their own clothes 
and have paid off the mort¬ 
gage on their house in 
Wellingborough, North¬ 
amptonshire. 

“We have to live on a very 
tight budget” said Mr Jones. 
“And although we have had to 
work very hard, it is stiff 
difficult. We have to shop at 
the same shops as everybody 
else. We do not get any 


From company director to single mother, who wins on the swings and who is left feeling dizzy? 

It could have been 
worse - unless you 
are already poor 


‘How can 
they tax 
heating?’ 

By James Landale 
and Nicholas Watt 

PUTTING VAT on home 
heating was described as 
disgraceful last night by a 
middle-income family which 
expects it wiH need to make 
drastic savings. 

Linda Nazarko, 37, of Pur- 
fey, Surrey, said: “it is an 
infuriating idea. How can 
they put a tax on keeping 
warm, which is part of being 
healthy? The government is 
treating heating as a luxury. 
They may as well return to 
die 18th century and tax 
light-” 

Mrs Nazarko, matron of a 
nursing home, and her hus¬ 
band Edward, a self-em¬ 
ployed builder, who have a 
four-year-old daughter, are 
repaying a £30.000 mort¬ 
gage. They expect “horren¬ 
dous” beating biffs from next 
year. They pay E40 a month 
for electricity and up to £300 
a quarter for gas by 1995 
these will rise to £47 and 
£352 respectively, excluding 
price rises. 

Mr Nazarko, who drives a 
Land Rover, was dismayed by 
the rise in petrol and vehicle 
excise duty. “The roads are 
getting worse. They're trying 
to push us on to public 
transport but that is in a 
terrible state. This money 
won’t go to improve facilities, 
it will just go to pay for the 
government’s mistakes.” 

The Nazarkos receive £38 
child benefit each week and 
spend £90 on food and drink. 
Mr Nazarko. giving up smofc- 
mg, was pleased by die lOp 
increase on 20 cigarettes. 

Mrs Nazaiko was unim¬ 
pressed fay next year’s in¬ 
crease in national insurance. 
“It reaffy is crazy. They're 
bitting the workers.” 



Cold comfort Linda Nazarko at home with dangler Rachael 


reductions. It is difficult to 
understand unless you have 
gone through the experience.” 
□ A single mother said last 
night that yesterday’s Budget 
changes would make her £200 
a year worse off, and the 
government had consistently 
let her down during the past 
five years. 

Kerin Green. 35, who lives 
with her two children in 
Dagenham, Essex, said she 
would have to make savings to 
cover increased petrol and 


heating biffs from next year. 
At the moment, Mrs Green’s 
domestic fuel bills are E210 a 
quarter, but they will rise to 
£246.75 in 1995, excluding 
normal price increases. 

Mrs Green earns £57.25 a 
week as a part-time packer in a 
factory. She receives £68.65 a 
week in family credit and 
£23-30 family allowance; a 
total weekly income of 
£149.20. 

Mrs Green spends £25 a 
week on food and die puts 


aside about £7 each week to 
pay for new dothes for the 

children. 

She pays a council mort¬ 
gage of about £180 a month 
and spends a further £5 a week 
on petrol for her Mini. 

“I will have to be extra 
careful with xqy spending 
from now an.” Mis Green 
said. “I suppose l win have to 
put on my shoes and walk to 
work, and to the shops. The 
children will have to make do 
with less pocket money and ill 


have to cut down on the 
shopping list. That will mean 
the end ofbaf? of crisps fbrthe 
children.” 

Mrs Green has not had a 
holiday for four years and the 
Budget did little to improve 
her chances of a break tins 
year, she said. The chlkhen 
go away with my single par¬ 
ents' (Aib. I could go away 
with the dub as a helper, but 
that would mean looking after 
.60 other children as wen,” she 
said- ' 


‘It hasn’t 
given much 
but has 
taken lots’ 

by James Landale 

“VERY bating with nothing 
very spectacular” was the 
verdict on the Budget of Steve 
Rnsga. 32. a personal finan¬ 
cial nia " a g pr for the Bristol * 
and West Building Society. 
He said: Tt hasn’t &ven very 
much but has takenquite a lot 
away." 

VAT on domestic fuel was 
“die th i n g that is going to tax 
me most” but “is not reaffy a 
problem” He added: Tt will 
affect pensioners mare than 
people like me.” He thought 
that they should get a cold 
weather all owance to counter¬ 
act the tax. 

He and his wife, Denise, 33, 
five in Bristol and. have a 21- 
roontb-okl daughter. Effem he 
earns £34,000 a year and is in 
the 40% tax brake! He has a 
mortgage of £90,000, but the 
value of his flat owdookxng 
toe docks has fallen from, 
£100,000 to£80,000. He said' 
toe reduction of mortgage 
relief was going to put £10 a 
month on hxs payments. 

Mr Rnsga said that toe 
decrease in mortgage tax re¬ 
fief was "unexpected”. He 
said: “I thought he would 
leave it as it was.” He said 
that the Chancellor should 
have left it for first time 
buyers. T would have Eked 
him to have encouraged 
people to get into the market 
to stimulate prices.” 

Mr Rosga is currently tty- 
bra to sefl his flat even though 
it has been valued at £10.000 
less than Ins mortgage. • 

Mr Rnsga and his wife 
drink four Dottles of wine a 
week. “We can five with toe 
increase,” he said. “We might 
just be a bit more fussy about 
what we buy, like looking for 
bargains.” He said he wel¬ 
comed the increase in cigar¬ 
ette prices T am giving op 
smoking and do not buy mem 
any more.” he said. This wiff 
enco ur age me even more.” 

The increase in petrol fax, 
he said, would add £3 to his 
£30 a month petrol biff and 
was “no real problem”. He 
has a company car.aVauxhaff 
Cavafier 1.8L. and said that 
because of the change in the 
way it will be taxed he might 
fake a company allowance 
instead whkfr“wmld give me 
toe choice of what 1 drive;” 


Return of 

FIRST Option Bonds 

Applications for purchase of FIRST Option Bonds will be accepted from Monday 22 March. 
The guaranteed rate for the first twelve months the bonds are held will be 6.34% gross, 
equivalent to 4.75% net after deduction of tax. A Bond to the value of£20,000 or more will earn 
a guaranteed bonus of 0.4% gross (0.3% net) over the first twelve months. The holding limit 
remains unchanged at £250,000. 

Advertisements containing application forms for FIRST Option Bonds will appear in 
national newspapers from 20 March- Prospectuses and application forms will be available at 
post offices from 29 March. 

(The net rates mentioned above assume a basic rate of tax of 25%.) 

Increases in Holding Limits 

With effect from 18 March With effect from 13 April 


SAVINGS CERTIFICATES 


40th Issue — from £5,000 to £10,000 
6th Index-linked Issue — from £5,000 
to £10,000. 

Reinvestment Certificates — from £10,000 
to £20,000 for each Issue 


CAPITAL BONDS 


From £100,000 to £250,000 
(maximum for all holdings after Series A) 


INCOME BONDS 


From £50,000 (£100,000 for joint holdings) 
to £250,000 (sole or joint holdings) 


PREMIUM BONDS 


From £10,000 to £20,000* 


With effect from 10 May 


INVESTMENT ACCOUNT 


From £25,000 to £100,000* 


♦Subject to Parliamentary procedures. 



N A T I O N A l 

SAVINGS 


Issued by die Department for National Savings on behalf oTtbc Treasury 


Raising of stamp duty level 
helps first-time buyers 

By Rachel Kelly, property correspondent 


BUILDERS, estate agents 
and lenders said toe budget 
would provide the boost the 
bousing market needed to 
sustain the signs of recovery. 

David Holland, chief execu¬ 
tive of Wimpey Homes, said 
that while toe restriction of 
mortgage interest tax relief 
from 25 to 20 per cent would 
not damage the market, the 
doubting of the stamp duty 
threshold from £30,000 to 
£60,000 was very good news 
for the market 

“A stumbling block for first- 
time buyers has been high 
start-up costs.” Mr Holland 
said. “The change to Miras 
[mortgage interest relief at 
source} will not affect the 
market Much lower interest 
rates are far more important 
than any such minor adjust¬ 
ments in repayment costs.” 

Harry Hill, managing di¬ 
rector of Hambro Country¬ 
wide, one of the country's 
largest chains of estate agents, 
said the stamp duty measure 
would greatly help toe market 
by aiding first-time buyers, the 
engine of recovey- “The 
money which would have 
been absorbed in stamp duty 
tax can now be spent on 


solictors’ fees or building soci¬ 
ety deposits as lenders are 
becoming ever more demand¬ 
ing in the deposits they re¬ 
quire. ” 

The housing market could 
have wished for nothing more 
from tiie budget Mr Hffl said. 
“The market is already doing 
wed There is no need for the 
Chancellor to overheat the 
market ! flunk his measures 
are spot on.” 

Michael Jones, president of 


the National Association of 
Estate Agents, said: “We are 
very pleased The raising of 
the stamp doty threshold is 
something we have been bat- 
fling for some time. It is good 
news for firrt-time buyers espe¬ 
cially. It is an extra bonus 
which should help stimulate 
the housing market” 

Adrian Coles, from the 
Council of Mortgage Larders, 
said: “The budget is helpful in 
toe short term and sot: _ 
candy damaging in die' 
term. Giving people a year's 
notice about toe changes to 
Miras is helpful so they can 


make adjustments. At current 
interest rates on a £30.000 
mortgage, it wiD. cost only an 
extra £10 a-month, or the 
equivalent of inaeaang rates 
from 6 to 6.4 percent” 

The changing in the stamp 
duty threshold was in tine with 
inflation since 1984, when the 
threshold was fixed at £30.000 
and more in line with average 
house prices, Mr Coles said 
The Halifax building society 
said that the stamp duty 
threshold had been increased 
to a level which was high 
enough to help first-time buy¬ 
ers in the South-East, where 
the average first-time buyer's 
house costs £51,500. That 
compares with an average for 
the country of all houses of 
£60,196. according to Halifax 
figures. The housing market 
in the. South-East has been 
worst hit by the slump, with 
house price falls of about 30 
per cent since the boom. 

“There are now the first 
signs of recovery, in terms of 
the levels of interest and 
enquiries, in the South-East,” 
a Halifax spo 
The stamp du_ 
welcome and should 
bdp tire market” 


Big boost 
expected 
in Gift Aid 

CHARITIES predicted a £30 
minion a year boast after 
Norman Lament's annotmee- 
ment that the minimum chari¬ 
table contribution that can be 
made under the Gift Aid 
scheme is bra® cut from £400 
to £250 net of tax immediately 
(Sara McConnell writes). 

Raising the limit imdertoe 
Give As You Earn scheme to 


million more ayear, the’Chari- 
ties Aid Foundation said 
This is the second time in 


two years that the m i nimum 
donation under Gift Aid has 
been cut. Last year. Mr 
Lamont reduced it from the 1 
original £600 to £400. Chari- 1 
ties argued this year that £400 
was still too high for a mini¬ 
mum donation, saying that it 
prevented people giving. 
When the scheme was intro¬ 
duced. there was an upper 
limit of £5 million by any one 
donor in any tax year, bat this 
was abolished in 199 1 . 

In its firsttwo years. Gift Aid 
has rafaed £307 mflfion, with 
the Inland Revenue paying 
£107 mfffihn in tax reiiet 


12% levy on tickets 
satisfies Brooke 


ByShhoaGunn 

POTJT7CAI. CORRESPONDENT 

THE 12 per cent tax on' 
national lottery tickets marks 
a partial victory for Peter 
Brooke; tiie national heritage 
s ecreta r y. 

He wanted Treasury minis- 
ters that too high a rate would 
deter punters from buying 
tickets for a scheme intended 
to raise £1 bUGon a year for 
sports and arts 
the Millennium 
and charities. 

Mr Brooke sail yesterday: 
The tax rate has been set ar a 
very reasonable leveL This win 
provide for healthy sums to be 
returned for good causes — 
around 25 per cent of turn¬ 
over — bringing in hundreds 
of minions of pounds. It w5H 
also allow about half of the 
turnover to be returned as 


prizes. This can only be good 
news all round.” About 13 per 
cent is spent on administra¬ 
tion. 

The Treasury said that the 
lottery most be taxed because 
the Excheqaer would kxse if 
people spent money on tickets 
instead of taxed items. 


With betting duty set at 

37.5 per cent football pod 
companies had argued that a 
similar rate should be im¬ 
posed on die lottery, doe to 
startup next year. .. 

The Treasury toyed, with a 

17.5 per cent tax in line with 
VAT. In the final weeks of 
negotiation. Mr Brooke and 
the Treasury narrowed the 
gap to between 10 and 15 per 
cent 


Budgetbuster. 



The economical new Nlicra. 
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Seoul may seek US help as North declares ‘semi-war’ 
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IN A move that would infuri- 
ate *he North, South Korea 
may ask America to leave 
°ehind some of the military 
forces now holding joint exer- 
pses with its own troops. “If it 
becomes necessary, (W are! 
seriously considering keeping 
on some of the US force 
currently taking part in the 
Team Spirit exercise," a de¬ 
fence ministry statement said 
m Seoul, the South Korean 
capital. 

North Korea has already 
declared itself to be in a state 
of “semi-war. It did so last 
week at the same time that it 
reneged on the Nudear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty. The 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA} had given 
Pyongyang, the North Kore¬ 
an capital, until March 25 to 
allow access to two secret sites 
to investigate suspicions that 
they housed enriched plutoni¬ 
um, the vital ingredient for 
nudear weapons. The North 
Koreans refused, saying the 
demand by the Vienna-based 
agency was an American- 
inspired attempt to spy on its 
military facilities. 

US Marines normally 
based on the Japanese island 
of Okinawa could be asimd to 


stay behind, along with the 



F117A stealth and BIB 
bombers currently deployed 
in South Korea would al so be 
asked to remain to boost the 
permanent garrison" of 
36,000 US troops, reports 
' from Seoul said. 

The only optimistic, sign in 
a day of rising tensions on the 
Korean peninsula .was .an. 
agreement between:.-“Send' 
and Pyongyang to repatriate 
a 77-year-old veteran of the 
Korean war to the North, 
ending his four decades, of 
imprisonment and exile hi 
the South. . 

The IAEA will meet'tomor¬ 
row to discuss the ; .North 
Korean move add. may refer ‘ 
the case to the United!Nations 
Security Council, which could 
impose economic sanctions. 

■The Team Spirit exercises, 
involving more than 120.000 
troops from South'Korea and 
America, are ending tomor¬ 
row, although it win take until 
the end of April jfor the last 
visiting US forces to leave. 
North Korea wants the annu¬ 
al war games to be scrapped 
for good, saying they are a 
rehearsal for Invasion. 

There was very real concern 
in Seoul yesterday that,: while 
the ominous rumblings of 
war from the North have the 
usual ring of propaganda/the 
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_ ... —-—_ J in the jointTeam Spirit military exercise with American troops, crossing the shallow Namhan river south of Seoul 

yesterday. Tbe a nn ua l exercise was reinstatedTtms year after being called off a year ago as a gesture to North Korea, which describes it as a preparation for invasion 


Pyongyang regime may in 
fact be more desperate than 


previously. The communist 
government of President Kim 
is thought to have painted 
itself into a corner by refusing 
to drop -its nudear weapons. 
programme and may react. 
unpredictably as a result 
- North Korea’s abrupt with¬ 
drawal horn the nonprolifer¬ 
ation treaty bas done little to 


allay these fears. Jo Yung 
Hwaru a political sdentist in 
Seoul, says North Korea may 
be playing its nudear card to 
draw economic assistance 
and credits horn Japan and 
America. Nevertheless, it may 
be baid to broker a peaceful 
settlement 

“There is a 50-50 chance 
that die United Stales, with 
UN backing, could take ac¬ 
tion/ 1 he said “In response. 
North Korea could fire off a 
missile towards Seoul” 

President Kim of South 
Korea yesterday urged die 
North to reconsider its deci¬ 


sion. 'Team Spirit is all the 
more important this time, 
and the allied forces of Korea 
and die United States should 
prepare to cope with any state 
of emergency,” be said. 

- North Korea signed the 
non-proliferation treaty sev¬ 
eral years ago, but did not 
allow inspectors from the 
IAEA to view its nudear sites 
until last summer. Pyong¬ 
yang was disappointed when 
trade and investment links 
with America. Japan and 
South Korea did not follow. 
Faced with further North 
Korean stonewalling on 


nudear inspections, Wash¬ 
ington and Seoul reactivted 
Team Spirit which was sus¬ 
pended last year as a gesture 
of reconciliation to the North. 

This month North Korea 
was faced with a bitter blow 
when China, its only signifi¬ 
cant ally, refused to endorse 
the takeover of President 
Kim's son, Kim Jong 11. The 
son immediately cancelled a 
long-standing trip to Peking. 

While many people in 
Seoul appear indifferent to 
the warmongering in die 
North, the South Korean 
president showed dear con¬ 


cern about Pyongyang's in¬ 
tentions. “We never want the 
North to be internationally 
isolated.” he said. The Seoul 
administration now hopes 
that China can persuade 
North Korea to be frank 
about its nudear armaments 
and so solve the issue 
peacefully. 

□ Japan chided: Japan needs 
to reform its asylum policy to 
bring tbe country into line 
with its international obliga¬ 
tions, Amnesty International 
said in a report yesterday 
(David Watts writes). 

“Japan has a responsibility 


to protect political refugees 
fleeing threats to their life or 
freedom,” said Amnesty. “In¬ 
stead. officials often fail to act 
on asylum applications and 
even put pressure on individ¬ 
uals to return to countries 
where they may be tortured, 
arbitrarily detained or killed. 
This has got to stop." 

Chinese asylum-seekers, es- 
pedally, have fallen foul of 
Japan's procedures. After the 
Tiananmen Square killings, 
many Chinese students in 
Japan who had played a 
prominent part in the pro- 
democracy movement were 


told to rerum home, despite 
being at clear risk of serious 
human rights violations. 

One such case involved Lin 
Guizhen who arrived in Ja¬ 
pan in September 1989. Hu¬ 
man rights lawyers were 
refused permission to meet 
Miss Lin for several weeks. 
When they were finally per¬ 
mitted to do so. she said that 
she had informed officials on 
several occasions during her 
detention that she wished to 
apply for asylum but had 
been told that she “had no 
right to be in Japan” and 
would be deported. 


China chided for ‘excessive language’ 







From James Pringle in hong kong and Catherine Sampson in Peking 


CHRIS Patten; the Hong. 
Kong governor, yesterday 
chided China for using “exces¬ 
sive language" in attacking his 
blueprint for political reform. 

Speaking a .day after a 
ferocious attack on the gover¬ 
nor by Li Peng, the Chinese 
prime minister, Mr Patten- 
said that no decision had been 
made on when-to introduce 
his proposals for consideration 
by foe Hong Kong Legislative 
Council. 

Members of Horig Kong's 
executive council which is, m 
effect, the governor’s cabinet, 
met yesterday to discuss devel¬ 
opments since last week's ga¬ 
zetting oflegislation to expand 
the franchise here. Speaking 
after the meeting. Mr Patten 
said he still hoped there would 
be discussion with China even 
after, as he put it, the “disap¬ 
pointing turn of events”. 

When asked about Mr La's 
accusation that be had “per¬ 
fidiously and unilaterally” 
crafted proposals to alter 
Hong Kong's politfcal system 
in violation of previous Sino- 
British agreements, Mr Pat¬ 
ten said: “Whatever the words 
used about Hong Kong and 
the Hong Kong government, 
we will continue to discuss the 
future of Hong Kong positive 
1y and constructively, and 1 
don’t intend to use the sort of 
language which has very often 
been used about Hong Kong 
by others; 

“I want to work hard lor 
Hong Kong, the Hong Kong 
government wants to work 
hard for the ordinary people of 

Hong Kong - it is their 


' interests we have in mind — ; 
. arid l am not sure whyanypne ; 
would think their interests are 
serired by excessive language;" 

- ‘ Mr Patten * -alsd disclosed 
.that no^ decision had been 
taken, on. When to 7 table his. 
blueprint to the legislative 
council, thus leaving me .door 
openfor further talks. Analysts 
said’ the earliest date for tar. 

to be in two 
time afterlife council's 
debate on the'budgei v-. .- 

“We discussed thati"said 
Mr Patten, “told concluded, 
which I think is Sensible, that 
we should take that derision 
having made a judgment on 
the measures that are before 
Legco [the legislative council] 
and having taken account of 
other developments as weft” 

In Peking, the official media 
prominently quoted senior 
leader Den'g Xiaoping’s: 
daughter. Deng Rong, as 
blaming the British for the 
breakdown of co-operation 
over Hong Kong..-This was 
widely interpreted as a mess¬ 
age farm her S8-year-old 
father, who rarely appears in 
public but is believed to have 
the ultimate say on China's 
Hong Kong policy. Ms Deng, 
a parliamentary, deputy, also 
emphasised that her father 

rermuned in good health. 

A further 32 deputies to the 
National People’s Congress, 
which opened yesterday in. 
■Peking, jfoblished a statement 
raffin g on the Chinese govern¬ 
ment to “take all necessary 
contingent measures” on 
Hong Kong. According to 
sources, paruamentaiy depu- 


m 


ties are pushing hard 
closed-door meetings for Pe¬ 
king to set up an alternative 
Hong Kong government on 
the! mainland, in an effort to 
destabilise and weaken ' the 1 
British administration in the 
colony.. • 

Tbe Peking-run Wen Wei 
Po newspaper, published in 
"Hong Kona, reported that 
Chinese officials were now 
meeting in Peking to deride 
what measures to take in 
retaliation for Mr Patten’s 
gazetting of his political re¬ 
form bfll last Friday.' 

“Although the meetings are 
top secret "one thing is cer¬ 
tain.” the newspaper said. 
“They are not about how to get 
Britain back to tire negotiating 
table; they are abort what 
practical raeasrrcs should 
now be taken." 

■* The papa: suggested that 
British business should be 
excluded from big investment 
projects in China. It added 
that Mr Li's attack on Mr 
Patten “was sufficient to show 
that Sirio-British co-operation 
over Hong Kong has reached 
the danger point where it may 
break down completely". 

□ Stockholm: Fan U Chen, 
the Chinese consul-general in 
St Petersburg, and bis wife 
have asked for political asylum 
in Sweden, according to the 
foreign ministry. 

“He went to the police 
yesterday to ask forpermanent 
residency. The police will carry 
out an investigation and then 
it wiD be handed over to the 
immigration board," a spokes¬ 
man said, tReuter) 
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In custody: tbe Rev Jesse Jackson being arrested in New 
York daring a street protest against the detention of HIV¬ 
positive ^Haitians at the US Guantftnamo base in Cuba 


Haitian leader tests 
Clinton’s poll pledge 


From Martin Fletcher in Washington 


PRESIDENT Clinton was 
meeting Jean Bertrand- 
Aristide at the White House 
last night but was expe ct ed to 
rgect the exiled Haitian presi¬ 
dent’s can for him to set a 
deadline for restoring democ¬ 
racy in his country. 

Writing in yesterday's New 
York Times. Father Aristide 
said a US deadline was the 
only way left to convince the 
mMtaiy regime which ousted 
him in 1991 that “the interna¬ 
tional community will not tol¬ 
erate its unlawful and violent 
usurpation of power”. Haiti’s 
first freely elected leader also 
urged Washington to freeze 
the international assets of the 
coup’s lead os and backers, to 


annul their US visas and to 
use the US Navy to tighten the 
economic embargo on Haiti. 

Mr Clinton agreed to the 
meeting to show support for 
Father Aristide, but it also 
served as an awkward remind¬ 
er of his campaign pledges to 
support Haitian democracy 
and end the Bush administra¬ 
tion’s policy of forcibly return¬ 
ing Haitian refugees. He has 
yet to deliver on the first, and 
reneged on the second to avert 
an exodus of boat people. 

Despite the support of 
Washington, the United Na¬ 
tions and the Organisation of 
American States for Father 
Aristide, there is no end in 
sight to his exile. 


Siege outlasts the Alamo 


From Ben Maontvre in waco 


THE continuing siege of the 
Branch Davidian cult in cen¬ 
tral Texas has already lasted 
longer than die siege of the 
Alamo, the 1836 battle which 
is fast becoming the second 
most famous stand-off in Tex¬ 
an history. 

Cult leader David Koresh 
and his followers have now 
withstood attempts to dislodge 
them from their fortified com¬ 
pound for 17 days; by compar¬ 
ison Davy Crodcett and the 
defenders of the Alamo herd 
out for just 13 days before they 
were overrun by Mexican 
forces. 

Some 184 volunteers de¬ 
fended the Alamo against at 
least 4,000 Mexican troops 
under General Antonio L6pez 
de Santa Anna. The odds are 
roughly the same for Mr 
Koresh, whose force of 105 
people, while heavily armed, is 
dwarfed by the surrounding 
federal agents in armoured 
carriers and battle tanks. 

The FBI’s tactics and those 
of General Santa Anna, how¬ 
ever, are markedly different 
The FBI is now attempting 
psychological warfare tech¬ 
niques. by cutting off electric¬ 
ity and shining searchlights 
into the compound at night, in 
its efforts to force the cult 
followers to surrender. The 
Mexican genera), by contrast 
had only one purpose in mind: 
the massacre of the Alamo's 
defenders, a feat which he 
duly accomplished on March 
6, 1836. sparing only a hand- 
fill of women and children. 

But as the Mount Carmel 
siege drags on. the federal 
authorities—bored, frustrated 
and irritated to distraction by 
Mr Koresh's interminable 
preaching — may be leaning 
towards a “Santa Anna sol¬ 
ution"- “We’re not here to be 
converted,” FBI Special Agent 
Dick Swensen muttered at a 
recent press conference. 


The FBI has repeatedly 
emphasised, for Mr Koresh’s 
benefit, that it has enough 
firepower to flatten the com¬ 
pound. but insists that while at 
least 17 children remain in¬ 
side no assault is contemplat¬ 
ed. But pressure is mounting 
on the FBI to prove that it is 
still in control. 

Mr Koresh has taken to 
using morse code and banners 
to send messages to those 
beyond the compound, accus¬ 
ing the FBI of breaking off 
negotiations and demanding 
access to the press. The FBI 
has responded that negotia¬ 
tions are continuing, but the 
endless Bible study sessions 
with Mr Koresh are not. 

What began as a botched 


attempt to arrest Mr Koresh, 
in which four federal agents 
died, is turning into a public 
relations nightmare for the 
authorities as the days pass 
with little evidence that the 
religious zeal of the Davidians. 
or Koreshians as they prefer to 
be known, is wavering. 

Back in 1836 it was the 
single-minded fanaticism of 
the Texan defenders of the 
Alamo dial drove General 
Santa Anna to distraction and 
mass slaughter. Davy Crock¬ 
ett. it might be noted, while 
not quite as unhinged as Mr 
Koresh. was nonetheless thor¬ 
oughly eccentric. If Mr Koresh 
regards America's most cele¬ 
brated frontiersman as a role 
model, he has not said so yet 


Protests mount as Natal wetlands come under mining threat 


From Michael Hamlyn 

IN JOHANNESBURG 


SOUTH Africa’s biggest envi¬ 
ronmental protest campaign 
comes to a dimax tomorrow 
when an assessment is pub¬ 
lished of the effect of titanium 

mining on one of the ntoSt 
lowly and biologically diverse 
stretches of the Natal coast 
At stake, according to pro- 
testere,.is die future of the 5t 
Lucia wetland park, a wildlife 
reserve roughly 60 miles long 
and 15 miles wide, The wet¬ 
lands owe their eaisence *°. a 
stretch of dunes, 600ft taD 
places, buBt and shaped by me 
mind'and Indian Ocean ouv 
rents over 25,000 years. Tney 
are. said to be the taDest 
vegetated dimes m .the wond- 
They prated a freshwater 


lake and beyond thirt marshes, 
and because of their height 
they deflect moist,, onshore 
winds upwards, causing an 
unusual amount of rain in die 
area. In front of them is a 
marine reserve, warmed by a 
tropical current flowing from 
Mozambique. Behind is diy 
thomvdd . 

Richards Bay Minerals, a 
company 50 per cent owned 
by Britain’s Rio Tm*° Zinc but 
which also has a South Afri¬ 
can government stake, wants 
to dig out'the dunes .for the 
heavy meal the sand contains . 
The company promises to 
restore the dunes to their 
former glory in 17_ years when 
the last titanium is extracted. 
The protesters scoff. How, 
they" ask, can tt- restore the 
dunes which, haw taken that* 



sands of yeais to shap& and 
have a particular structure of 
dense-packed and loose layers 
which allows the : water to 
leach through in many differ¬ 
ent ways and- channels? "We 
don’t say we can put back the 


dunes exactly as they were,” 
Barry Clements, the company 
spokesman in Richards Bay. 
said. “But sand dunes are in a 
constant state of chan* 
Where we have restored 
dunes further down the coast. 


the hydrology works the same 
as it did before, the vegetation 
pattern is the same as before.” 

Dr NoDy Zakrumis, a Dur¬ 
ban dentist, formerly on the 
boairi of the Natal Parks, is 
heading the campaign to pre¬ 
vent tbe mining. He and the 
country’s leading naturalist, 
Ian Player ■ (brother of the 
golfer, Gary), were dropped 
from die Natal Parks board 
last year. Dr Zaioumis is 
certain that the rape of St 
Lucia is neither necessary nor 
desirable. 

Publication this week of the 
environmental assessment, 
which has involved 54 scien¬ 
tists under the auspices of the 
government’s Council for Sci¬ 
entific and Industrial Re¬ 
search. will be the start of the' 
final debate on the park's 


future. The final derision will 
be made by George Bartlett, 
the mineral and energy minis¬ 
ter. who is Natal provincial 
leader of the National Party. 

Tens of thousands of post¬ 
cards protesting at the pro¬ 
posed mining plans are being 
gathered at campaign head¬ 
quarters around the country. 
Already one petition contain¬ 
ing 360.000 signatures has 
been prepared, presented and 
virtually ignored. 

They wfll urge President de 
Klerk to pass legislation pro¬ 
tecting the wetland park, 
which the government has 
been sitting on for eight years 
since h signed the Ramsar 
convention (named after the 
Iranian town where it was 
drawn up) listing St Lucia as a 
protected wetland. 


Tell John Major 
what you 
think about 
Britain today 



BRITAIN - WHAT'S WRONG? WHATS RIGHT? 
WHATS NEXT? This is the subject of the current Channel 4 
series Opinions. The series will end with a televised public 
forum, held in association with The Times, at Central Hall, 
Westminster, on Wednesday March 24. starting at 7.30pm. 
The meeting will be broadcast on Channel 4 on Sunday March 
28, the eve of John Major's 50th birthday. 

Chaired by Vincent Hanna, speakers will indude Alan 
Clark, the historian, former Defence Minister and first 
contributor to the series. Other participants will indude the 
radical lawyer Michael Mansfield QC, Sheila McKechnie, of 
Shelter, Michael Winner, the film director. Professor Paul 
Kennedy, the author of Preparing for the Twenty-First 
Century, the Chief Rabbi. Dr Jonathan Sacks, and John 
Burrow, the Chief Constable of Essex. 

If you would like to attend, please phone the 24-hour credit 
card hotline 071-344 4444, or complete and return the 
coupon below with your remittance. Tickets cost £10 (conces¬ 
sions £5) plus £1 postage. 
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Please send me.tickets) at EI0 each (concessions £5) 

televi 


plus Ei postage for the televised Opinions Forum 


to be hdd on March 

NAME..... 

ADDRESS.. 

- POSTCODE.. 

/ enclose my cheque made payable to Ticket Master 
Value E. Cheque number. 

(Please wriir your name and address on ihc back of ihc cheque) 

Or, phone the 24-hour credit card hotline 071-344 4444 
Print name..Signature... 


Post coupon and remittance to: Channel 4/77je Times 
Public Forum. PO Box 43, London WC2H 7LD 


Please allow four days for despatch erf ticket(5) 
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Life’s a struggle, luwies, when you find you’re a part of the trend instead of ahead of it. But how do you get off the conveyor belt? 


T here's nothing quite so an¬ 
noying as thinking you're 
ahead of a trend, and then 
discovering you’re actually right in 
the middle of it This has hap¬ 
pened to us vis-d-vis the country. 
Just when we thought we were 
making an escape from all that, 
the cottage, the car. the dothes, the 
hobbies, the accessories we've hap¬ 
pily accumulated since we bought 
our small plot of Derbyshire two 
years ago — alL all are turned to 
fashion. 

For about five minutes, we 
thought we’d been extraordinarily 
original when my husband 
swapped his black BMW for a 
navy blue Rover Discovery. Oh. 
how symbolic it seemed to have 
traded in the sleek, mean German 
machine for the high-up. spacey 
experience of riding in the Discov¬ 
ery -- so useful for seeing over the 
hedges and rolling fields of Shep¬ 
herd's Bush. er. I mean the Peak 
D ism cl It was a necessity, after all: 


Consumerism that says 



the new pastel-coloured Mother- 
care baby seat did look somehow 
comic stuck in the back of the 
executive status symbol in the 
company car-park. And besides, 
the status symbol wasn’t really 
working any more: I'd heard 
people were callin g it a salesman's 
car. No, it had to go. 

Then came the awful moment 
when we were watching the news, 
and Princess Anne's wedding 
came on — and there was the 
rump of the royal family disgorg¬ 
ing itself from a fleet of Discover¬ 
ies. We shrank into the sofa — oh, 
God, the teasing! Then, when we 
were listening to the radio driving 
back down the M1 to London last 
weekend, another piece of bad 
news hit us: Rover is increasing its 


production of Discoveries to 700 a 
week! Churlish, 1 know, to be 
uncharitable about such a rare 
success in the British motor indus¬ 
try — but surely this can’t mean 
that Discoveries are on the verge of 
becoming common, hire the 
BMW? We're comforting our¬ 
selves with the hope that most of 
them must be going abroadL 
Another thorn in the side: a few 
weeks ago. I went to a talk by the 
American marketing guru Faith 
Popcorn, who was over here 
addressing the Burton Group. 
She's the woman who coined the 
word “cocooning", the staying- 
home instinct that has created all 
kinds of new market opportunities 
for video, TV dinners, door-to-door 
deliveries, at-home fashion, and so 



SARAH MOWER 


on. Now sbe’s spotted a new trend, 
and given it the toecurfing name: 
“wfldering”. In America, she says, 
there are all kinds of townies 
cruising round in four-wheel 
drives and dreaming of Big Goon 
try while they do their weekend 
shopping chores. I read, too, that 


the Japanese are also crazed by 
L.L Bean, which is odd since, 
culturally, they prefer their nature 
in small, exquisitely ordered pack¬ 
ages. such as bonsai and rode 
gardens, rather than wide-open, 
chaotic spaces. 

StflL who am 1 to sneer? Cultur¬ 
ally, 1 am forced to admit that Fm 
an undignified hybrid between an 
eighties yuppie cocooner and a 
nineties wflderer, which I suppose 
is an ideal condition to be in. for 
people who want to sell me things. 
After afl. if we all went a-wikiering 
for real, we’d cast aside the crutch 
of consumerism altogether — 
which is not what Faith Popcorn 
and her ilk have in mind, f think. 
No. the thins about me is. I do 
find I quite tike the country, so 


long as I can see it framed horn a 
centrally heated cottage window, 
and always provided that I've got 
die right dothes, .so as not to look 
siOjr, and assuming that the fix¬ 
tures and furnishings that sur¬ 
round os are just so, according to 
mytaste. 

id I say my taste? Another: 
horrible experience* 
which I can scarcely bring 
myself to admit to. happened to 
me last week in Marks & Spencer: 
You see, LVe always liked blue and 
white — fabric, dhina, wallpaper, 
everything — and £ didn’t mind so . 
nnteb when it became the height of 
simple rustic fashion in The World 
of Interiors — but suddenly its all 
over the new M&S famishing 


catalogue. So wfiaf am l go ing h> 
do now? I "must get down to the 
Conran Shop for inspiration. 

As I write this, I ant help 
thinking of my only friend who 
'qualifies as a bom-and-bred coun¬ 
try girt I’D never forest the look on 

her face when I turned up on the 
train, to stay with her wearing a 
Jean-Paul Gaultier jacket and 
: white Katharine Hamnett skirt in 
1985. - ^ . 

■Without saying a word, she 
drove me to the local general store 
and; forced me, against my will, to 
buy. a pair of gumboots, thus 
ruining my carefully cultivated 
fashion editor’s image. ' 

five years later, the first week¬ 
end we had her to stay at 001 
Derbyshire cottage, she dragged 
us outside to take a photo. She was 
laughing so much she could 
hardly hold the camera- “Green 
wellies, l can’t believe it!" she was 
cackling. Frances, this column is 
lor you. 


Smouldering allure 
of the cigarette girl 

Sir Terence Conran decided that his new restaurant needed some 
old-fashioned glamour. Alice Thomson reports on his novel solution 


S he shimmies through 
the crowded restau¬ 
rant precariously bal¬ 
ancing her tray on her 
delicate stomach. As you call 
her over to your table, her hips 
sway slightly from side to side 
(nothing too provocative). You 
notice that her nails are lac¬ 
quered red to match her 
lipstick. She stops and smiles 
politely. And then with the 
efficiency of a croupier she 
whisks out your choice of 
cigarette from her tray, flicks 
back the seal and with those 
red talons taps the bottom so 
that two or three stand on end. 

Or maybe it’s a cigar you 
hanker after, in which case she 
will pick one out. roll it next to 
her ear to ensure it has not 
dried out, then bring it across 
the tip of her rvtmussi nose to 
smell its freshness, before slic¬ 
ing off the top and, from 
nowhere, producing a silver 
lighter. 

After 30 years in the wilder¬ 
ness the cigarette girl is back.. 
The cigarette girl, if you re¬ 
member, was a classy version 
of the usherette or the hat- 
check giri. She never looked 
confused or embarrassed, nev¬ 
er stumbled or dipped up. She 
hung out in gangster movies, 
cutting huge, ego-inflating ci¬ 
gars for the likes of A1 Capone, 
frequented all the best Holly¬ 
wood parties and could be 
seen in her black frock at 
Annabel’s until the 1960s. 

The youthful cigarette giri 
ensured that you never had to 
go scrounging for change for 
the cigarette machine or ask 
your neighbour for a light 
And most of all she epitomised 
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Early model- Audrey Hepburn in Laughter in Paradise 


the ultra-glamorous inter-war 
years, when being surrounded 
by a pale blue haze of cigarette 
smoke was sexy. 

Which is why the cigarette 
girl has returned to London. 
She has been resurrected by 
Sir Terence Conran for his 
new restaurant Quaglino’s 
which aims to bring glamour 


back to the city. In the thirties 
and forties everyone took 
glamour for granted. There 
was always one restaurant 
swish enough, big enough 
and, well, glamorous enough 
to provide a showcase for 
London society. 

But ever since the cigarette 
girls disappeared from Ann- 


A Spraybond 

roof restoration 
saves you money 

"I was delighted, Spraybond restored my original roof for 
about half itje price of a new one. f jb t yse, Sutton couyieM 

The Spraybond underspray system is the tedmologfcaHy advanced answer to restoring old 
and leaky roofs, hailed as a breakthrough in roofing technology on "Tni o nwrt W or ld". 
For typically half the cost of traditional re-roofing, Spraybond is applied by a trained team 
of professionals in a matter of days, not weeks - no mess, no fuss, no inconvenience. 
Spraybond only needs to be applied once to restore, protect insulate, fireproof and even 
eradicate woodworm in your existing roof. It te wi rir u oawtally friendly and suitable for 
ali roof-types, including listed or period buildings. 

As part of Liquid Polymers Group pic who have achieved British 
Standard approval, we ensure your total peace of mind by 
offering a 25 jfoar nurauue h ocked jnarnriton. 

Find out how Spraybond restores and protects your roof at a 
price that won’t go through h. 

For a free colour brochure without obligation, complete and 
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abel’s. glamour has been out 
of fashion and would-be 
glitterati have had to take their 
mother-of-peari compacts to 
Paris or New York in order to 
sbfrie: In die eighties we might 
have had a workmanlike, 
glitzy glamour, bur it was all 
behind closed doors and in the 
nineties glamourhas definite¬ 
ly been out 

Kaethe Chemey, one of (he 
three cigarette gills at 
Quaglino’s explains “I was 
expecting to find another 
stuffy dub but when I came 
into Quaglino's it was so 
beautiful I knew I wanted to 
work here. It’s like being 
aboard an old transatlantic 
liner. You’re completely cutoff 
from tire rest of the world, 
wrapped up in glamour, and 
tiie guests all make an effort. 1 
just love walking down that 
staircase and round those 
beautiful pillars knowing that 
everyone is watching me.” 

A nd it is easy to see 
what she means. 
When you walk into 
Quaglino’s you can 
forget ihe recession and pre¬ 
tend that you are sipping 
cocktails with Lauren Bacall 
and letting Humphrey Bogart 
light your cigarette. Everyone 
is pan of its escapist theatre. 

The cast working an your. 
fantasy is vast There are 100 
people front of house and 90 
' behind the scenes. Miss 
Chemey (all cigarette girls are 
Miss) was one of400 giriswho 
applied for the job. She comes 
from Manhattan and is an 
actress. “They were looking for 
someone with a direct person¬ 
ality who wasn’t going to be 
tarty. The tridt is to flirt a little 
but not let >ouxsdf be compro¬ 
mised. I talk about anything 
from architecture to dries ana 
my costume,” she says. 

like all the staff. Miss 
Chaney's outfit was designed 
by Jasper Conran, “It’s very 
low-cut black velvet with a bed 
of tulle underneath whidi 
makes your bottom tilt up and 
is meant to reflect the piled up 
Crustacea bar. I wear it with 
fishnets and my engagement 
ring." 

But aren’t cigarette girls just 
a little outdated and sexist for 
the nineties? “One woman 
said. ‘How can you degrade 
yourself soT. Another asked. 
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Smooth operator Kaethe Chemey, cigarette giri at Quagtirio’s. "The whole idea is for it to be a little camp” 


‘Does your mother know what 
you’re doing?*. But I just smile. 
The whole idea is for it to be a 
tittle camp and it is sad when 
people don’t get the irony," 
says Miss Chemey. “I always 
make a point of making eye 
contact with the woman first" 
It is difficult to make Miss 
Chemey feel uncomfortable. 
“I’ve had a few rude com¬ 
ments from men which are 
unpublishable, but you just 
feel sony for them. Some 
people joke that maybe con¬ 


doms and chocolate would be 
more appropriate for the nine¬ 
ties — most of it is lightheart¬ 
ed." However she does not roll 
men’s cigars between her 
fingers. “That does seem a 
bit obscene in this day mid 
age." 

She is also a little concerned 

smok^“People cal^m^over 
for the novelty and then feel 
they should buy a packet" 

And what of the rest of the 
cast — the managers, head 


waiters, junior wafteis, bear¬ 
ers, chefs andsous-chefe *- afl 
of whom are extrerady decora¬ 
tive and most of whom are 
under 30? 

Dettb Mefli, a head waiter 
dressed in ablKkArinaoisuit, 
says “The atmosphere here is 
different This isn't just abend 
eating food, although the food 
is very good. It’s about per¬ 
forming and everyone getting 
the best out of everyone. It’s 
nice to know that the guests 
bother to dean their 


nails and dress up, and we do 
the’same.” 

The lavatory attendant, 
Kathy Jones is also in on the 
conspiracy. She watches the 
tikes of Joan Collins powder¬ 
ing their noses every day and 
says. "I love checking out their 
wrinkles, admiring their 
dothes. I’m saving up enough 
money to bring my parents 
and I'd tike.to run the place 
one day." As they say, any¬ 
thing can happen in 
Hollywood. 


Joys of wearing dead men’s clothes 


THE fashion industry has finally 
caught up with those of us who wear 
second-hand dothes on principle. The 
smart new look for the young this year 
is called Grunge. This week’s Italian 
fashion shows were full of a style called 
Superimmp. Some of us trend-setters 
have been wearing these gases for 
years, without exciting the attention of 
the rag trade hacks. 

I used to argue with a Tfmes fashion 
editrice about the insubstantiality of 
her mystery, and she would shut me 
up by saying: "Nonsense. Philip. 
Whatever you choose to wear is 
making a statement of some kind.” 
She then got her own bade by 
designing a new evening-dress for me, 
with frills and tights, and publishing a 
photograph. I thought that her argu¬ 
ment ignored the lade of choke in the 
lucky-dip process of groping for some¬ 
thing to -wear before dawn, if possible 
without waking the rest of the house¬ 
hold to infant wails and puppy yelps. If 
it fits and feels dean, don’t fuss about 
whether it matches. 

Pan of the reason for preferring 
second-hand may be thrift, Horatio, 
thrift. Why throw away p erfec t ly good 
dothes from a previous generation, 
which still have years of wear fa them? 

If you are as big as I sun, sneb 
garments do not grow on racks at 
Blessed StMidiad’s. So I havea smart 
dark-blue overcoat inherited from my 
father, and a magnificent Harm 


Philip Howard explains how he finds himself 
in the height of fashion during a recession 


Tweed overcoat lovingly patched with 
leather at aifis and elbows, named 
after its former keeper. General Gibb. 

My dinner-jacket was manufactured 
for my grandfather at the turn of the 
century. When its fadhgs became so 
green and tattered with age that they 
were attracting pitying looks 
instead of merely compelling 
attention, I took it bade in its 
original makers. Hall Bras, 
in Oxford High Street They 
were excited to. find the 
original order to make it in 
their account books, three- 
quarters of a century before. 

My smartest gent's suits ■ 
and shoes haw come from 
the old Moss Bros Dead Man’s 
Department at Covent Garden, now 
tamed into a Tesco’s. “You mean the. 
Special Offers Department," the door¬ 
keeper used to say, reproachfully. Fear 
not tiie dutch of an alien crutch or the 
bootof a dead foot They have all been 
desired. 

. Nobody really needs a tafl coat 
unless he has a bote in the seat of his 
trousers {an accident that can happen. 
to the best of us}. But I went to a school 
where this uniform was compufaory# 
and King'S Scholars, rightly deemed 


too poor to. buy the fancy dress new 
from the smart taflofs in Eton High 
Street, had a college pound where we~ 
could scavenge for them second-hand, 
like gufls at the municipal tip. Mine 
records that it was made by Carr, Son 
and Wood of Cambridge in the last 
centaiy. It is- patched in as 

S different shades, of 

_ as ever Van, Dyck 

. caught on canvas, and its. 
the dutch . seams gape across my shool- 
, ders. But I still wear it when I 

Of an alien get a chance to for weddings,. 

to comfbrt.the old friend that 
crutch:.- .. ft is still valued. Charlie- 
Douglas Home, ray former 


; -. -. editor, developed his fashion 
for second-hand at the same plaice. He 
-.. used toanripy the sstoblrier members of. 
.the Heythrop Hunt (a tricky compara¬ 
tive) by tinning out in dothes that 
knked lfite foe gardeners and an <dd . 
yrilow cardigan. 

. My fall evening dress (tails with 
tntaway lapels, as'worn instead of. 
morning .dress: by,Americans•. and 
contincntals) is more than 50 years old, ‘ 
but pristine stiD. because it gets so few 
outings. It is called out onfy when * 
; Miles- Kmgtoh (vdtoLbas acquired- a 
part share in fa and looks as ridiculous' 


as a fought at the lists as he bkydes to 
fancolns’ Inn) or 1 have been too short¬ 
sighted to escape from a grand dinner- 
I am not sure what statement we 
second-hand dressers are making. 
Probably several messages at once. 
One of them is horror of shopping and 
having one’s inside leg measured. A 
dressier tnend was having tweed 
tamed in to a suit the other day, and the 
tafior said to him, lugubriously but 
wfo a. sens e of the longevity of his 
vrortc i our terminal suit, sir?" 

ANOTHER reason is the one that 
Bertrand Russell gave to Alistair 

the turae d out 

Anthony Eden, when he became 
p nme mmmer “Not a gentleman; 
“9 We are ®ng thai 
feathers arid mote 
jEST 8 * **"■ ■ OUr ^ber. Sam 
iSPfS , J^. n ®S°" ou sfy second-hand 
mS^^ D !S*? Iiess ^ r * Save us our 

-“otto: Fine dothes are aood onhr as 
agpty die want of other means of 
procuring respect” 

** crow m the fable 
^ ^ better 

'■*&£3££rss?Z2S£ 
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Never has the 
presidential 
home seen such 
informality, 
Martin Fletcher 
reports 


Relax, it’s only the White House 


o 


n their first morn¬ 
ing in the White 
House. Bill and 
Hillary Clinton 
were shocked to be woken by a 
steward as they lay in their 
double bed. The president and 
First Lady sent the hapless 
fellow packing. 

When Annie Leibovitz, the 
celebrated photographer, arri¬ 
ved to take portraits of Mr 
Clinton in the Oval Office for 
Vanity Fair . she bought a 
boom box with her because 
she likes to work to m usic. 
“We*ve never had music in the 
Oval Office," a functionary 
told her as she tried to plug it 
in. No problem, inteijected the 
new president. He happily 
' posed to the sound of Eric 
Clapton. 

Mr Clinton was elected on a 
promise of change, and in his 
first two months he has cer¬ 
tainly brought it to die White 
House. Gone are the grey- 
suited sleepwalkers of the 
Bush administration's final 
year. The place buzzes with the 
energy, exuberance and infor¬ 
mality of a college campus, 
and die president sets the lone. 

In public Mr Clinton likes to 
appear presidential, but in 
private he pads around the 
Oval Office in a tracksuit; 
while Chelsea, his daughter, 
does her homework in the 
adjacent study. He has yet to 
appoint a chief of protocol He 
is late for meetings. Where he 
can hug instead of shaking 
hands, he will Socks, the 
Clintons' cat. has taken up 
residence in a corridor and 
Chelsea has friends back after 
school. 

On his first trip to Camp 
David Mr Clinton took all his 
cabinet and senior aides with 
him. and. to encourage “bond¬ 
ing” got each to disdose a 
revealing episode hum their 
lives (he himself recalled how 
as a six-year-old he was 
mocked for being fat). He 
wanted to tear down some of 
the west wing’s internal walls 
to encourage openness and 
accessibility, but was toid that 
was impossible. However, he 
has opened up the White 
House mess, once the exclu¬ 
sive preserve of senior staffers, 
to the army of hip young 
idealists that have followed 
their leader to Washington. 

Two thirds of the White 
House staff are in their twen¬ 
ties or thirties. The ban on 
girls wearing trousers has 
been lifted. Some of the men 
go tieless, wear sweaters and 
sport the odd earring. George 
Stephanopoulos, the 32-year- 



Kick off your shoes: B31 Clinton with his daughter, Chelsea (and Socks, the cat) at his feet, watch this year's Super Bowl with the governor of New York. Mario Cuomo, and his wife Matflda 0ar right) 


old communications director, 
has been known to blow 
bubble gum during inter¬ 
views. 

In the old executive building 
next to the White House, office 
doors are left open and large, 
egalitarian free-form meetings 
proliferate. The “children", as 
they are known, are not just 
issues freaks but hi-tech junk¬ 
ies with a particularly fine line 
in derision for the antiquated 
computer and communica¬ 
tions systems they inherited. 
Old Washington hands sud¬ 
denly feel exactly that — relics. 

The openness does have 
limits. The White House press 
corps are the enemy within, 
and their cramped quarters 
are hermetically sealed. 

Mr Clinton evidently adores 
his new job. He is fond of 
recalling how this time last 
year the media were writing 
off his presidential hopes. He 
has brought John Kennedy’s 


desk bade to the Oval Office 
where he loves to work till late 
at night His head is so 
churning with ideas he has 
trouble sleeping. It is the policy 
wonkery. not the ceremony 
and deference, which gives 
him such pleasure, nevermore 
so than during the develop¬ 
ment of his economic plan 
when, in six-hour meetings, he 
minutely dissected a $1,500 
billion federal budget right 
down to grazing fees on gov¬ 
ernment land. No one has yet 
found a policy issue, however 
arcane, that bores him. 


M 


r Clinton is 

tough and de¬ 

manding on his 
officials, but oc¬ 
casionally the mask slips. 
When during die budget dis¬ 
cussions Leon Panetta, his 

budget director, proposed a 
coast guard fee for sea rescues, 
the president and otheis 


around the table became con¬ 
vulsed with laughter at the 
thought of a drowning man 
being asked for his Visa card. 

M r Clinton’s self-confidence 
appears unshakable, even 
when his infant presidency 
was consumed by furores over 
his attorney-general nomina¬ 
tions and homosexuals in the 
military. “It might be distract¬ 
ing you, but it's not distracting 
me." he calmly told reporters. 

If the young president feels 
the pressure of his job. he 
rarely shows it His poise when 
unveiling the economic plan 
in his first address to Congress 
last month was astonishing. 
The text of the most important 
speech of firs life was soli being 
written as his motorcade drove 
to Capitol HQJ. and he ad- 
libbed whole chunks. It was 
“the oratorical equivalent of 
bungee-jumping", said one of 
the 30 aides who later that 
night were invited to celebrate 


with cherry pie in the White 
House solarium. 

Insiders claim that com¬ 
pared to the campaign, when 
his mood fluctuated daily. Mr 
Clinton is now almost serene. 
When a nurse at Chelsea's 
school wanted permission to 
give her an aspirin, the First 
Daughter replied: "Call my 
dad, my mom's too busy." The 
nurse did, and spent several 
minutes chatting to the 
president 

But being the free world’s 


leader does have drawbacks, 
lack of freedom being themost 
conspicuous. Mr Clinton had 
pizzas delivered from outside 
during one of the intennina T 
We economic meetings, but 
the Secret Service stopped 
"Eagle", as he is codenamed, 
from eating any. On Valen¬ 
tine’s day. when he and his 
wife dipped into a trendy 
Washington restaurant called 
Red Sage, all the other diners 
stood and cheered. The dis¬ 
ruption caused by the presi¬ 


dent’s eariy morning runs on. 
the -Mall so infuriated com¬ 
muters ifaata $30.000jogging 
track is . now bang built 
around the south lawn. 

Mr Clinton ' sometimes 


dud of staff, .said, afterwards, 
“but,it wasnt qurte the same." 
' And how -about , this for a 
wistful story, as fokL by the 
president himself? In a White 
House corrfcfor the other day 


pines . for Arkansas. He. _ he met a goup going to meet 
yearned to watdi a littie Rock Hillary. "I justwalked out into 


basketball team play a recent- 
game, but had to: settle for 
watching it in the White 
House theatre with about 20 
Arkansan members of his 
administration. “It was pice,”. 
Mack McLany. Mr Clinton’s 


.this crowd and started shaking 
! their hands. And the. guy who 
was with me_smd *Oh. Mr 
President, rtn' so soriv that 
you had to deal with all those 
people’. I said: That's aO right 
I used to be one.’" 


Don’t believe the gloomsters 


VJ 


H istory has spoken; 
Britain is in decline. 
So. at least says 
Linda Colley, emigre English 
historian at Yale, in a Chan¬ 
nel 4 lecture and published 
in The Times on March S. 
Great forces have produced a 
"deep despondency and divi¬ 
sion”. Our national illusions 
abon Protestant destiny, mil¬ 
itary might and irresistible 
success were created by a 
false history that still traps us 
in a syndrome of national 
decline, fearful of the EC 
because of a “deep uncertain¬ 
ty" about “who we are". 

True history offers the rem¬ 
edy. she suggests: strip away 
the myths and embrace those 
sure recipes for national sal¬ 
vation — a written constitu¬ 
tion, devolution, proportion¬ 
al representation, the 
abolition of the House of 
Lands, the reform of the 
monarchy, a bill of rights. 

It is all so appealingly 
simple. So simple that it was 
the leitmotif of dial litany of 
complaint intoned since 
1979 through the columns of 
the less independently-mind¬ 
ed press. Only now we are 
assured that history vouches 
for the truth of this scenario. 

According to the Yale ver¬ 
sion. “So much of what gave 
us identity and purpose in the 
past has simply ceased to 
operate" Partly this is a 
truism, for it was always thus. 
The English have long been 
convinced that their country 
was in dedine. and looked 
for scapegoats rather than 
question this major premise. 
The scenario of doom is at 
least as old as die toss of 
France in the Hundred 
, Years’ War (conquering 
i ■ Wales never quite made up 
f 0r this). Sic transit glona 
rnundi. thought Catholics at 
die Reformation. Seven- 
teentlKKnhuy Englishmen 
ladled the triumphs of 
Gloriana with despair. No 
good weather since toe Revo- 


Jonathan Clark answers the 
historian Linda Colley's view, in 
The Times last week, that Britain 
has slipped into decline 
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lution," said the Jacobites, 
defining 1688 as a sacrile¬ 
gious national betrayal, "it is 
all over.” agreed George III 
and Edward Gibbon after 
the loss of the American 
colonies. 

The population was in 
steep decline, insisted the 
radical Richard Price at the 
end of the baby-booming 
18th century. According to 
Gray’s Elegy 
and Cobbetfs 
editorials, the 
enclosure move¬ 
ment did for the 
rural idyll that 
was Old Eng¬ 
land. Or did it? 

One aristocrat 
waited until the 
1832 Reform Bill to cut off 
his pigtail, exclaiming 
“Ichabod. for the glory is 
departed." 

Yet it was Victorians on 
Dover Beach who gave 
Doubt its capital, and wor¬ 
ried about economic decline 
and the weakening of the 
race. Kipling and Elgar 
caught the mood of a world 
empire in elegies which 
spoke to national guilt over 
power and exploitation. 

The most famous English 
novel of the second world war 
was an over-the-lop lament 
for prewar Oxford, "obliterat¬ 
ed. irrecoverable as Lyon- 
nesse. so quickly hare the 
waters come flooding in". 
Since the J890s, economic 
commentators have remind¬ 
ed us with gloomy relish how 
economy after economy has 
knocked us off the top-nation 
perch- With unconscious ba¬ 
thos. Linda Colley gives us 
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the last variation on an old 
tune after 1979, the univer¬ 
sities hare never been the 
same. 

Nostalgia was always En¬ 
gland's reigning mood, un¬ 
derpinned by unexamined 
assumptions of national de¬ 
cline: simplistic reform has 
always been the beneficiary. 
Yet these laments seem hard¬ 
ly to join up with historical 
outcomes: how¬ 
ever much we 
deny religion or 
disparage eth¬ 
nicity. homo¬ 
genise culture or 
flatten accents, 
the English, 
Scots. Irish and 
Welsh remain 
stubbornly different — they 
wish to say, remain them¬ 
selves. 

If nations are partly invent¬ 
ed by their historiographies, 
we can take satisfaction in 
being the legatees of Brady 
and Hume. Stubbs and Gar¬ 
diner. Acton and Butterfield, 
Maitland and Namier: better 
that than live in the societies 
shaped by the collective illu¬ 
sions that historians wore 
around the events of 1776. 
1789. 1917 and 1933. Eng¬ 
lish scholarship at its best 
found respectful ways of 
demythologising the nat¬ 
ional past; American. French 
and German scholarship at 
its most aniaimed (Bancroft 
Michelet. Treitseftke? rel¬ 
ished the task of building up 
those myths. 

History is a jealous god¬ 
dess. and historians take her 
name in vain who print her 
endorsement on the latest 


packet of political soapflakes. 
Are the Welsh and Scots 
unhappy? Give them self- 
government! The United 
Kingdom is a composite state 
built by the political union of 
disparate components; Does 
it hare problems? Divide it 
back into its component 
parts! Has a single party won 
three general elections in a 
row*? Break its power by 
proportional representation! 
The value of history to such 
readers is evidently to present 
a catalogue of cases rich¬ 
ly deserving the reforms 
to which they are pre- 
commined. 

They hold up these cases as 
“anachronisms", and here, 
perhaps, is the flaw. In a 
strictly historical sense, no 
institution or country is ever 
old or young, never before or 
after its time: all equally exist 
in Our Age. But they hold 
their place in our wholly 
modern present for reasons 
which are wholly ancient So 
history demands awe before 
it licenses derision. The fear 
of ancestral gods is the begin¬ 
ning of hard-nosed, present- 
minded wisdom. 

L inda Colley shows how 
new unhappiness takes 
old nostrums for the 
latest cures. But this state of 
mind is strangely unhistori- 
cal The vintage of its vision 
of humanity is revealed in its 
culmination: give immense 
sums of money to the univer¬ 
sities, and wv win hare a 
highly skilled workforce. 
WdL perhaps. 

if didi£s are in order, 
another might better apply to 
worried Britain: a nation that 
forges its past is condemned 
to relive it Bui a nation that 
reduces its remembered past 
to a series of platitudes will 
not escape: it will only 
make the myth of decline a 
reality. 

• The author is a fella*' <4 All 
Souls College. Oxford. 
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■ The modem child should 
not have been forced to give 
up cigarette cards 

A day or so ago, 1 bought a pack of SQk 
Cot, peeled its Cellophane, flipped its 
lid. plucked its foil off. and gasped. 
Doesn't surprise me, the smug will cry. 
smoking seriously damages health, die poor 
sod cannot even open a pack these days 
without the effort of putting a major drain on 
his guttering constitution; but you are 
wrong, at least in the matter of the gam. It 
proceeded not from exhaustion, but from 
bliss: for there, nestled flat against the fags, 
one thin edge peeping over the packet’s rim 
with all the heady titillation of yore, was a 
cigarette card I drew it out It showed a 
carving-knife addressing a taut purple 
thread, but instead of the former bisecting 
the latter, it was the thread which cut deep 
into the blade. 

Oh joy. I thought 1 know what this is. this 
is a conjuring trick, this will amaze my family 
and amuse my friends. I had a series of these 
once, an aeon ago. how to take an egg from 
your ear, how to push a pencil through a 
brick wall — well. I say series, 1 had 47. 
David Collin gwood had the other three, but 
he wanted six “Kings of Speed” for them, 
including Rudolf Caracdola and Raymond 
Mays, nobody else in the world had those, 
they had cost me half a set of luminous 
dinosaur skeletons, shine a beddothed torch 
on them, then switch it off. and you were 
back in the Mesozoic era. more or less—so I 
turned over the new cigarette card to find out 
how tile trick was done. 

It was a different kind of trick. The 
instructions said: “There are 20 different 
SQk Cut advertisements in these specially 
marked packs. Collect all 20 and claim £5." 
Aren't you glad you live in 1993? Who’d 
want to know how to take an egg from his 
ear, when he could have a fiver instead? 

Anyone who had ever savoured the 
Golden Age of Pasteboard is who. Forget 
nostalgia: education is the issue here. Care to 
test me? Ask me to draw Tyrannosaurus rex-, 

\ see him now. shimmering against the 
upper bedsheet. and I could jot him to the 
life, or at any rate the bones. Invite me to 
rattle off the kings and queens of England in 
sequence, and 1 shall throw in 200 words on 
each for good measure. Beg me for the RAC- 
raring of the chain-driven Frazer-Nash; or 
the top speed of the Isotta Fraschini 
Monte rosa, and you will not see an eyelid 
bat Need Wally Hammond's Test average, 
W. E. Gladstone’s dates, the Dragon 
Rapide’s wing-span, the Mauretania's dis¬ 
placement? Just ask. Alternatively, why not 
slide up to any contemporary ten-year-old. 
enquire of him the height of New Zealand's 
tallest mountain, and see how dose he gets? 


N or was my education at the hands of 
Capstan and Woodbine purely aca¬ 
demic. Cigarette cards were the set 
text in the University of Life. A whole genera¬ 
tion learned to dance from a few square 
inches of Victor Sylvester, and when, today, 
besotted women press their bps against my 
foxtrotting ear arid ask how it is that I haw 
the reverse telemark off to such perfection. I 
tell them it is all because my old man was a 
smoker. Similarly, when opponents stand 
flatfooted as my cross-court backhand volley 
rockets past them, and cry: “My God. that is 
just how Fred Perry used to play id", I simply 
smile and murmur, “I know. 1 know". 

Family values? Nothing encouraged par¬ 
ental respect like fag-cards: the father or 
mother who was in a position to withhold Joe 
Louis from a child who already had 49 
"Giants of the Ring" could get a lawn mown, 
a deaf relative visited a room tidied, with no 
more than a nod As for making our own 
entertainment, dear God. we made our own 
books ! Somewhere I have the albums still, 
umpteen titchy encyclopaedias containing a 
sizeable whack of all 1 nave ever learnt. 

Pity the modem infant his notorious 
ignorance and unruliness is down to nothing 
more than the disappearance of the cigarette 
card. Since schools are no longer places 
where pupils can convene to swap and pore, 
no wonder illiteracy and truancy are rife. 
Thar is what infuriates me about the chance 
Silk Cut have thrown away; what astonishes 
me is that they did not appreciate what a 
trump the card could be. With the govern¬ 
ment under the cosh to both ban cigarette 
advertising and improve education stan¬ 
dards, here, surely, was a deal waiting to be 
done. Here was the swap of swaps, and SQk 
Cut have blown it. 
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Make war, not forecasts 


A calm, sensible Budget Nor¬ 
man Lamont “got it about 
right". The aggregates duly 
aggregate. Yet I am intrigued 
that all budgets these days “get it about 
right”. That master of spin-doctoring 
Lord Howe even got it about right in 
1981. The reason is a tribute to open 
government Chancellors and their ad¬ 
visers discuss budgets in advance with 
all and sundry, friend and foe alike. 

Without the theatre of Parliament 
budgets would be virtually depoliticised. 
A budget is one of the few decisions of 
government that is not taken on the hoof 
in response to events. It is considered, 
planned, packaged and presold. “Come 
into the Temple of Doom.” says Indiana 
Jones to selected analysts. “Look at my 
choice: a pit of puff adders, a corridor of 
razors or a roller coaster with explo¬ 
sives.” The analysts are flattered. They 
reel out of the temple with their “pre¬ 
dictions”. When these are gratifyingly 
confirmed they pal each other on the 
back and gasp. “He's got it about right”. 

Admittedly yesterday’s Budget carried 
heavy personal baggage: the much-dis¬ 
cussed future of the Chancellor and the 
prime minister. The resulting conun¬ 
drums are fearsome. Was the Budget 
good enough to save the Chancellor? 
Was it good enough to bolster the prime 
minister? Or was it so good at bolstering 
him that he now feels strong enough to 
remove the Chancellor? Can the Chan¬ 
cellor now go with dignity? Or is he 
strong enough to stay but the prime 
minister not yet strong enough to 
remove him? Such is the talk on the 
Rialto, with the ducats falling rather on 
the last proposition. But this hardy 
concerns the nation. 

The Budget was the last of its line, to 
be usurped by a unified statement of 
public income and expenditure in the 
autumn. This is widely seen as a long 
overdue reform, mark of Mr Lament’s 
rightful status as a radical. But we must 
fear for any reform that fails so dearly 
into Francis Corn ford’s category of one 
“not done until everybody is oonvinoed it 
ought to be done, and been convinced 
for so long that it is now time to do 
something else". 

I sense there was virtue in the 
Treasury adopting two distinct modes, 
autumn and spring. In autumn it 
donned Mr Scrooge's top hat and 
fanatically refused another coal on the 
fire. In spring it put on its tweeds, sniffed 
the air and played family doctor. These 
are institutionally different personalities. 
Mix them and there is risk of confusion. 
Downing Street hopes that te cabinet 


Budget-day loses much of its glamour if it 
is just a display of calculating power. 
What is needed is a new interventionism 

wQl be deterred from breaching spend- . economy as an aid to local enterprise. 


mg targets when it knows that means 
instantly higher taxes. It may also hope 
that pigs w31 fly. Each minister wQl 
surely collude in higher taxes rather 
than sacrifice a pet spending project. 
Look at spendthrift Washington. I will 
take bets on the Treasury reseparating 
its spending and revenue statements 
before the decade is out 
But is economic policy really so tedi¬ 
ous as to have become long lists of fore¬ 
casts, imposts and cash limits, all going 
up and down like lights on a music 
console? Where is the “post-Thatcherite 
paradigm shift” about which we hear so 

much lately? The an- _ 

swer, as so often, is to —^ m 

be seen on the other I * 
ride of the Atlantic A % 74^ 
deluge of advice is 1/ ft i 
descending on die — 

Clinton administra- f 

tion, after the failure of | £) / yJ 

the Reagan-Thatcher ix/fi/i 

consensus to deliver its / 

central promises in the */. 

1980s. It failed to de¬ 
liver smaller public sectors — “a wedge 
of gently rising revenue” Mr Lamont 
now calls that sector. It failed to obviate 
the need for “stop-go” monetary policies. 
It failed to make the Western economies 
competitive with die Pacific rim. It failed 
to yield freer trade. Economic theory 
takes no prisoners. When last autumn 
Britain left die ERM and BiQ Clinton 
won his election, “neo-cap halism” was 
taken out and shot. 

American policy (and not just Ameri¬ 
can) is in thrall to a new platoon of 
aggressive advisers, nationalists, inter¬ 
veners, micro-economists. They say they 
believe in free trade, competitive mar¬ 
kets and private capital, as Augustine be¬ 
lieved in chastity, “but not yetT. Laura 
Tyson, the chairwoman of Mr Clinton’s 
council of economic advisers, preaches 
aggressive “market-opening” industrial 
interventionism, if necessary using tar¬ 
iffs and quotas. Alice Rivlin of his Office 
of Management and Budget wants to 
devolve far more economic policy down 
to states and cities. She wants in effect to 
dis-integrate much of the Maastricht- 
style federalism of the United States 


Simon 
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The economist Michael Porter’s na¬ 
tionalistic but impeccable free-market 
Competitive Advantage of Nations ar¬ 
gues that “national differences are at the 
heart of competitive success: nations 
prosper in industries that draw most 
heavily on unique elements in their 
histories and characters.” He may not 
draw an interventionist moral but 
others da This month comes the latest 
essay trom America's most perceptive 
post-war guru, Peter Dtucker. His 
“Post-Capitalist Society” dismisses free- 
market capitalism as a useless descrip¬ 
tion of a modem trading economy. To 
_ him, last month’s de¬ 
bate in Britain about 
the status of manufac- 
flWf luring industry would 

V seem 'archaic. Mr 

w m Dracker’s economic 

_ challenge is to raise the 

9/47 P productivity of the 

k if f I/O owners of “know- 

X5 ledge”. But he realises 

— — - the other side of that 

coin; the desperate 
need to raise the dignity of those left 
outside, who will increasingly be over¬ 
educated service workers. 

This all means a new activism for 
government Old-fashioned, even new¬ 
fangled, British budgets are merely for 
housekeeping. They are concerned with 
how government collects and spends 
public money and twiddles the mone¬ 
tary knobs. As Lord Howe has said, 
“nine-tenths of it is settled in advance”. 
Given the informed state of macro- 
economic debate, discretion is tinkering 
at -margins. Once certain policies are 
fixed, this could be delegated to an 
agency under the "seven wise men”. 
They would index certain taxes to 
achieve a given revenue, adjust interest 
rales to market conditions and issue . 
whatever embarrassing forecasts gov¬ 
ernment statisticians feel moved to issue. 

To the new economics, the Chancel¬ 
lor’s “Budget” speech would not be 
about government accounts but about 
fighting an economic war. It would set 
out his policies for relentless reform of 
the “supply side". The simple bold .aim 
would be to boost the international com¬ 


petitiveness -of Britain’s visible and' 
invisible trade. As Mr Lamont hinted in 
passing yesterday, this raeans more than . 
just crushing trade unions and cutting 
top-rate taxes. It means studying the 
enemy: learning the lessons; good and 
bad, of industrial policies in Britain’s 
principal rivals, in Japan and Korea, 
France and Germany, America and 
Scandinavia. What makes their industry 
successful? Why is their labour pool so 
skilled? Why do they beat us at contracts? 
What do they protect from com p etition? 
Who gets subsidy and to what end? 

These questions imply what was 
anathema to. Thatcherism, which 
preached a commerce that could “stand 
on its own feet”. In the event there was 
not less government: its share of gross 
domestic product remained much the 
same throughout the 1980s. Thetewas 
merely less active government, its custo¬ 
dians preoccupied with public spending. 
British industry was left a monument to 
ideological virtue in a woriri where vice 
prevailed. The new geo-economics is the 
economics of that vice. 


T his argument, says Mr 
Drucker. marks an end to the 
great simplicities of. commu¬ 
nism and capitalism. A nation 
state, he says, must retain its sovereignty 
and make it “bite” in world markets. Ms 
Tyson caBs on governments to choose 
battlefields on which they can fight and 
win. Mr Porter points out that winning 
needs troops batde-faardened by fierce 
domestic rivalry. This in turn means 
constant government intervention, as 
impresario, purchaser, regulator, mo¬ 
nopoly-buster. trade negotiator. 

To borrow a phrase from Michael. 
Hesdtine, such government intervenes 
“before breakfast, before Jurich and 
before dinner**. Butcradaltyildoessoin 
ways mostly unfamiliar to subsidy- 
fixated governments past Its time is 
spent breaking up cartels and monopo¬ 
lies, rewarding line managers , rather 
than - tycoons, backing 1 “knowledge" 
industries rather than smokestack ones, 
showing confidence in local government 
and local enterprise. Budgets, new and 
old, are games Westminster, politirians 
play with Whitehall pundits. They are 
the unattainable in pursuit of the 
unreliable. They enjoy, colossal prestige 
but prestige directed at old-fashioned 
issues of taxation and public spending. 

This is the paradigm shift. The best 
way to signal it would be to abandon the 
old budget conventions even more dras¬ 
tically, and put die Treasury and its 
budgets on a war footing: 


Tax round, whip round 


TRUE BLUE Tories in John 
Major's constituency have more 
than yesterday’s tax increases to 
worry about Having survived the 
poQ tax. come to terms with the 
council tax and adapted to yet 
more VAT. the loyal members of 
Huntingdon Conservative Associ¬ 
ation now face a new fiscal burden 
— the birthday tax. 

Huntingdon Conservatives are 
being invited to contribute £IO 
each to make sure that the prime 
minister's 50th birthday on 
March 29 does not go unmarked. 
It's an invitation, one suspects, 
that carries a three-line whip. 

The fund-raising exercise dem¬ 
onstrates the association’s contin¬ 
uing devotion to its MP. Four 
years ago, to mark the tenth anni¬ 
versary of Major’s ejection, the 
association excelled itself by rais¬ 
ing enough money to pay for a 
collection of silverware for John 
and Norma and a party for 300 
people. This time it is hoping to 
raise enough to send its golden 
couple on a long get-away-from-it- 
ali weekend trip — and possibly to 
bring them back again. The 
destination is a secret 

Peter Brown, who has been 
Major's agent for 12 years, is coy 


about the arrangements. “It is true 
to say that we are not going to let 
the event pass without a celebra¬ 
tion.” says Brown, who does not 
anticipate any groans from mem¬ 
bers about being asked to dig deep 
into their pockets. “I have no 
doubt his colleagues will suppprt 
it. He really is very popular here.” 

• It wasn’t only Norman Lamont 
who was displaying signs of nerves 
yesterday afternoon. John Major, 
during prime ministers question 
time, was also feeling the pressure. 
Teresa Gorman, the Tory MP for 
Billericay. raised the question of 
food shortages in Kiev. Major 
expressed his concern and went to 
great lengths to stress his concern 
at other developments in Russia. 
Trouble is Kiev is in Ukraine. 

Diplomacy needed 

IF Marmaduke Hussey does step 
down from his post as chairman of 
the BBC who will replace him? It 
is. as one former senior corpora¬ 
tion figure puts it, a “pretty diffi¬ 
cult” position to fill, and not an op¬ 
portunity eveiyone would jump at. 

Hussey’s mistake, say insiders, 
has been to see himself as “the 
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chief executive of a big business 
rather than a constitutional sover¬ 
eign”. For an example of the per¬ 
fect chairman, they say. look no 
further than J. H. Whitley, who as 
chairman from 1930 to 1935. be¬ 
haved like a “wise old monarch”. 
But then they would, wouldn't 
they? 

If this patrician style is pre¬ 
ferred. Lord Owen, as reward for 
his endeavours in Yugoslavia, 
might be a popular choice. So too 
might Douglas Hurd, if he ever 
decades he has had enough of 
being foreign secretary, or Lord 
Howe, who already has. Two 
Liberal Democrats — Sir David 
Steel and Sir William Goodhart— 
could also be in the frame. How¬ 
ever. if a more active style is 
deemed desirable, that could fa¬ 
vour Lord Palumbo, who is due to 
leave the Arts Council next year. 


Jeremy Isaacs, currently director of 
the Royal Opera House and a for¬ 
mer chief executive of Channel 4. 
or Baroness O’Cathain. manag¬ 
ing director of the Barbican arts 
centre in London. Butthe early in¬ 
side money is on Sir Kenneth 
Bloomfield, the BBC national gov¬ 
ernor for Northern Ireland. A 
corporation source says: “He is 
tough, shrewd and humorous. He 
is liked by both the board of man¬ 
agement and the governors. He is 
nu fait with the issues and he has 
seen how not to do it" 

• Presumably because of a lack of 
gate to lean on, John Birt duty 
made his orchestrated return to 
Broadcasting House yesterday 
morning, under the watchful eye 
of an army of journalists, photog¬ 
raphers and camera-crews. Mean¬ 
while round at the back door, 
quite unnoticed by the world’s me¬ 
dia, another entrance was being 
rhdde.lt was Marmaduke Hussey. 
You don’t get to be chairman with¬ 
out learning a trick or two. 

Blanket coverage 

WHEN it comes to guaranteeing 
a place in the chamber far the 
Budget speech. Dame Elaine Kd- 
leff-Bowman does not take any 
chances. For the second year run¬ 
ning, the Tory MP for Lancaster 


bedded down outside the chamber 
door, under a blanket, on Monday 
night, so ensuring her usual seat 
in die chamber: in thesecond row 
behind Sir Edward Heath. 

“Age doesn’t come into it I 
don't need much sleep." she says. 
“Haven’t done since I was work¬ 
ing on the farm in the. day and . 
studying for the Bar at night" 

Thoughtsfor Penny 

AS Norman Lamont worried over 
his Budget at the weekend, John 
Major was at Chequers booking 
his place in history by confiding in. 
his biographer. Penny Junor. It 
was Junort fourth interview with 
the prime minister and she “cover¬ 
ed Maastricht, the ERM,.his 
childhood and his marriage". 

Major’s willingness to be inter-; 
viewed repeatedly, and the vety 
length of the interviews (the first, 
an New Years Eve, took three • 
bouts) has forced Junor to delay - 
publication of the book from April 
until September. “With all the new 
material. I did not havea hope in 
hell of finishing it by April.” 

Junor regards Major as ^enoar- • 
mousty likeable” and “very hon- .. 
esc”, and. says his- libel action 
against - the New Statesman has 
corne as an “enormous relief Ev¬ 
eryone I talked to before men-, 
honed the alleged affair—not oaty 


journalists but a lot of MPs too. I 
wouldn’t have been able to ignore 
it. His issuing the writ has done 
me an enormous favour. Now J do 
not even have to mention it” 

• One ofLord Heale/s most trea¬ 
sured possessions from his days as 
Chancellor is the Budget speech 
from spring 1979 — which, of 
course, he never had the chance to 
deliver. He was thwarted by the 
fall of the Callaghan government 
and Mrs Thatchers victory, “ft 
has never seen the light of the 
day," he moans, “whichisashame 
' as Is really was rather good iff say 
so myself.” Healey, however, is still 
reluctant to reveal its contents. “It 
might come in ustfuL But f might ' 
reveal all ...if the price is right” 

. 1 Raised a 
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Hie shape * 
of budgets 
to come 

No more surprises 
this parliament 
says Peter Riddell .. 

I t now scarcely matters who is-* 
Chancellor for die test of thev* 
Parliament Norman Lamont yes-i : 
terday tied the hands of himself or his 
successor up to the next election. r . 

Mr Lamont and John Major believe it.. 
is better to get the bad news out of the _ 
way as eaity as possible in the parlia- 
merit Economic recoveiy may be on the" 
way, possibly at a slightly faster pace- ” 
than expected in theAuturhn Statement,*: 
but toe main message of yesterdays 
sombre Budget was that the overall level- 
of taxes is going to rise until after the; 
next election. - _ \j 

The obvious parallel is with the. . 
•March 1981 Budget when sharp tax” 

increases were announced in the depths.’ ; 

of a recession. That action has entered- 
.Tory .mythology — reinforced by the' 1 
comments in the last few days of 
Geoffrey Howe and Nigel Lawson—as if 
marking a turning-point - •:«*. 

This tune, tax increases are largely for / 
the future rather than the presentr 
yesterday’s measures are intended to be. 
largdyrevenue neutral this year. But the 
political hope is the same: by getting the 
announcement of the pain out of the]/ 
way now, the Conservatives intend 
leave scope for a lower burden of income ■ ’ 
tax. tf not indirect taxes, nearer the .'.. 
election. • .7' 

Yesterday's Budget was certainty not :, 
one to spark an early revival in the Tory> 
paxty’s fortunes, in spite of the conces-. 
sion on VAT for racehorse owners.^ 
aimed — probably fruitlessly — at the ;/ 
Newbury by-election. Tory MPs were 
last nightbemused-There was praise for"*/ 
individual measures — for instance. ' / 
reducing tire burden on small business r _ 
and .bearing the unemployed — buti-- 
apprehenaon about the overall impact r _ 
Conservatives do not like higher taxes.' 
So tire talk was about a “bold” package,',, 
fry which they mean it is likely to be ’ J 
unpopular with voters in the short term. 


feared: £50 bfflkm in the coming :* 
financial year. Most of that is because of. ; ;: 
the recession, but possibly a third is not, J- 
and is the result of tire government’s- 
decisions to increase spending before the 
election. The price of that relaxation will 
be paid for the rest of the parliament 
Even after yesterday’s announcements 
on tax increases; borrowing will dedine 
only gradually. 

The other implication is that the 
coming public spending rounds will be 
very tight The km&term reviews being 
undertaken by Michael Portillo wfl]> ’ 
.have to affect some core programmes, 
notably social security, if total spending v 
is to be held within overall targets. 

' Mr Lamont was blunt enough, but as 
usual, the real pain is revealed by the,. 
Red Book. To achieve the planned 
improvement in public finances, the. 
share of taxes and social security 
contributions in national inoome will 
rise until the late 1990s. In the likely:• 
eteefidn year of 1996-97, the share wffl. ; ; 
be nearly 37 per cent This compares,.- 
with less than 35 per cent when the., 
Tories came to power in 1979. ,.T 

In the process. Mr Lamont has had to,:, 
bend or break — depending on your, 
viewpoint — a number of promises ' 
made fry ministers during die election" - 
campaign a year ago. John Smith last 
night highlighted Mr Major’s specific' 
pledge that be had no plans to extend ; 
the scope of VAT or to increase the.- . 
burden of taxation. The extension of,;- 
VAT to domestic fuel and power will be ," 
the most da m aging dectorafiy, however ’ 
much it is given a green gloss in terms of 
fitififfing Britain's pledges at last June's*': 
Rio summit on dimatp change. More- 1 ■ - 
over, the proposed increase in employee *: : 
national insurance contributions is a.r. 
backdoor increase in tax rates of 1 pehfe 
cent, however it is dressed up: 

. Mr Smith last night talked about ^ 
betrayal and a cynical exercise fry Mr j y 
Lamont It certainly shows—what some'' 
of us argued at the time — that the 
election debate about taxes was largely a 
sham. The real choice was not between 
higher or lower tax burdens but who 
would raise them most and upon which 
groups. Mr Lamont was ingenious in 
his detailed proposals, notably in ex¬ 
panding the 20 per cent income tax 
band, but overall taxes win stfD rise. T* 

A ll these proposals; and the-length 
of the speech, overshadowed titev, 
bttter news about the economic'-,. 
ounooK. Not that the Budget itself waTl- 
make much difference compared with ' 
the withdrawal from the ERM six f? 
months ago, and the consequent fall in - 
the value of the pound and drop in ; -^ 
mierest rases. There are. as Mr Smith.--' 
^ still plenty °f questions: about. 
whether there will now be sustainable?:;: 
growth and when unemployment wDlj/ 
fan. But the recession now definitely-;- 
appears to be ending. J 
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A TAXING DAY 


The cost of the govenunent's mistakes has proved high 


If “the Budget is the message", as aa Amer¬ 
ican commentator once said, Norman La- 
mont was a powerful messenger-forthe gov¬ 
ernment yesterday. He succeeded in re^or- 
4 ng some sense of determination to a cabinet ; 
•’^.iat for months has seemed to be drifting 
purposelessly from drama,to drama; With a 
rigour not seen since the early days of 
Margaret Thatchers medium-term finan¬ 
cial strategy, the OianceUor ^af the Ex¬ 
chequer set out a rolling programme that 
stretched further than Conservative' min¬ 
isters have grown used to raising their eyes. 
He found tax increases for the future that - 
ought not to threaten recovery now. He gave.- 
strong hints that if these were not enough, he 
would find others. _ 

Dissatisfaction will be distributed widely. 
The prices on the coming tax hills reflect a 
recession whose length and depth is a 
continuing reproach to past governmental *• 
failures. But at least the direction ahead & 
now clearer. It as frequently predicted, this 
is to be Mr Lament's last budget, his legatty 
■’'Jll be one of both deep pits and credible,'-, 
escape routes. That is better than seemed 1 
likely last September. .v ; _ j 

There will stfll be awkward : ipplitical - 
questions to answer. In his approadi,:he has . 1 
borrowed heavily from the example of an . 
America in which Bill Ofoton h^s diiow ■ 
ered an unexpected preparedness for sac- ‘ 
rifices. In Britain the response may not-he 
the same. Last year the electorate, voted for a •' 
party that promised lower taxes than the- 
Opposition. With Other aspects of economic 
policy then constrained by' membership of 
the exchange-rate mechanism, tax provided 
the main point of difference between the 
parties. Promises have now been broken like 


a timebomb with the slogan “Labour’s tax 
bombshell" and replace the Labour name 
with that of the Tories. - 

John Smith did not seem like so imagina¬ 
tive a fighter yesterday. The prime minister, 
by contrast looked hli a man who has seen 
the depth of the hole he is in and has decided 
to kick his way out Before Mr Lamonl 
began his Budget, Mr Major had already 
given the House of Co mm ons a good sense 
at question time of who. was in charge. His 
smile was almost one to bestow security. It is 
some months since that could be said. : 

The battles ahead will belong* and their 


starting from next year... . 

It is logical and lucrative to impose VAT 
on domestic fuels; The ; social security 
secretary must, however, act to mitigate its 
effects on the poor. The only irrational 
measure was to increase employees’ national 
insurance contributions. Apart from the 
simple need for revenue, the Chancellor 
provided no good reason for this move. 
National insurance must still eventually be 
consolidated with income tax. 

Mr Lamont sounded yesterday as if he 
believed the recovery was securely under 
way. He cannot take this for granted. There 
was no interest rate cut to accompany the 
Budget He must be prepared to loosen 
monetary policy further if consumer con¬ 
fidence fetters. As for his.qwn job, by setting 
his strategy out so fer into the future, he has 
at least made the chancellorship a little bit 
less exciting for potential successors. 


TRAINING FOR RECOVERY 


The unemployed shouid iise their time more productively 


As well as “a Budget forsustained recovery’, . 
said Norman Lamont in his peroration.'. 
yesterday, this was “a Budgetfor jobs”:Witb . 
Gillian Shephard, the empfaymatCsed 1 ; 
retary, sitting at his side, ^■Ghanccfflor. 
announced plans to hielp lOO^OOft currently 
unemployed people to come off the register... 

The business start-up scheme wiff plrovide ' 
10,000 more places. Another 30.0001ong- 
term unemployed will be paid - to educate 
themselves. A community action pro¬ 
gramme will take on 60,000 long-term ~ 
unemployed. The government will expert 
ment with temporary subsidies to employers 
who hire people who haverbeen cut of work 
for at least two years. And training and. 
enterprise councils will be able to bid for an 
extra £25 million. 

The danger of all such schemes, is the law 
of unintended consequences. Community 
action programmes, for instance, must not 
displace people already in jobs by substitut¬ 
ing them for cheaper labour. That would 
reduce spending power in the economy 
without cutting die number of unemployed. 
Employers who take on the fongterm 
unemployed for a subsidy must be increas¬ 
ing their workforce, not merely laying off 
iiher, more expensive, workers. 

As long as such abuse is prevented, the 
principles behind these efforts are sound. 
The problem for most people who have been 


-outaf work for more.than a few months is 
that they lose self-esteem, they become disen¬ 
gaged from the labour market and they 
forget foe disciplines of work. The communi¬ 
ty action programme, which sensibly relies 
onasmafliricentiveTatherthancorapubion, 
will help-to address foese corrosive effects by 
reintroducing foe unemployed to the world 
of work and instilling a sense of structure, 
motivation and achievement 

But these schemes will help just 3 per cent 
, of the jobless. More needs to be done, main¬ 
ly by integrating the work of foe depart¬ 
ments pf ’educauofi and employment While 
demand for labour is low, those who are out 
of wink should spend the time productively, 
learning skills that wfll be needed when the 
economy picks up. At the moment most 
; unemployed people are penalised by the 
withdrawal of benefit if they choose to 
educate or train themselves while they wait 
for a fob. In an economy that increasingly 
~ relies on human capital, this is absurd. 

More unemployed people should be 
helped, to acquire skills, either by subsidising 
‘ employers or by allowing them to attend 
vocational courses in foe further education 
system, this will inevitably require some 
extra public spending. But it should be seen 
as investment As the economy grows, it will 
bear fruit in faster growth, increased 
competitiveness and higher tax revenues. 


VALUABLE VOICES OF LIBERTY 

Now is the time for a new era of microphone diplomacy 


here were many causes of commumsms 
oHapse in the east One was certainty foe 
rork of the US broadcasting stetions Radio 
ree Europe and Radio Uberty. whi^ 
-ansmitied into Eastern Europe and the 
oviet Union, breaking; the communist 
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monopoly on daily information. Thaisnouio oe resawn cnuueu iui acting --- - " — . 

Now that foe Cold War alive foe Munich stations with their running Correspondent 

een fought and wm, Bm Oiptcm s^ns ^ ofo , £160million . m**%... 


such valuable political assets. Objective radio 
transmissions, funded from abroad, can 
quickly gain new listeners in such a climate. 
' In foe communist days, RFE and Radio 
Liberty won their Spurs in times of fast 
moving drama. Coups and crises are still on 
foe agenda of the post-communist world. 
That should be reason enough for keeping 
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political cost to the Conservative party is as 
yet incalculable.-The “party of low taxation" 

. risks losing much of its appeal unless foe 
chief Secretary’s coming assault on. public 
spending^ even more radical than prom¬ 
ised. The damage done by foe recession to 
public finances seems to worsen wife every 
ofifcfal forecast If the estimate of a £50 
billion public-sector borrowing requirement 
for next year- turns out to be true, then the 
lingering damage to the public purse has 
beenworse than anyone realised. As recently 
as four months ago foe Chancellor was 
talking of £44 billion. ' -- * 

Theite was insufficient contrition in Mr 
Lament's speech. His praise for foe defla¬ 
tionary effects of ERM membership rang 
very hoITciw. Butthe Chancellor did produce 
some mainly sensible methods of cutting the 
. deficit while keeping foe recovery alive. He 
. managed to .find large sums of revenue for 
futureyearsfromawide disparity of sources, 

. most.of which deserve their fete. Even-more 
important he set out these tax increases in a 
.way that should avoid scaring' consumers 
- from spending money now. • 
vMr -Lamont was right to restrict , the 
--married couples allowance to the 20 per cent 
rafe,tiiere.is no reason why the rich should 
.ga^mhre' from marriage than' the poor. 
-Equally, it was a good idea, if somewhat 
timid, to restrict mortgage interest tax relief 
to^O per cent He would have done better to 
announce that he would abolish it on new . 


Questions raised 
by Birt issue 


Obstacles in the path of leaseholders 


From Mr Tudor Lomas 


From Mr Nick Raynsford, 
MP for Greenwich {Labour) 


Sir, I am not “too cowardly'’ (letter 
from John Simpson and. others. 
March 15) to voice in public some of 
the questions about John Birt that are 
concerning many of us who-work for 
the BBC and care passionately about 
its future. I am a staff TV producer, 
and have been a BBC journalist since 
the early 1970s (for much of that time 
as a freelance). 

Why are we being told, mainly by 
those whoVe done well under Mr 
Bixt, that he is the only man for the 
job? What does he offer that would not 
be provided by such apparently more- 
qualified candidates as John Tusa, 
Michael Grade or Jeremy Isaacs? 

How -should deeply committed, 
professional staff react to the news 
foal the man deriding their futures, 

: and making many of them redun- 
’■ dant, was tar less committed to the 
BBC than they have been? 

For 18 months after Mr Birt was 
created director-general designate m 
summer 1991, he failed to arrange 
how and when he would join the BBC 
.staff. Why? In his letter to The Times 
on March 9 he stares that 
in the late autumn qf last year, when the 
Rist discussons about the terms of my 
contract as director general began, the 
BBC? staled preference was that I should 
become a member of staff. 

When Sir M jehad Checkland derided to 
leave at Christmas — before the end of his 
term — the handover was accelerated. And 
because of the intense pressure of business, 
these contractual discussions had not been 
concluded. 


This fails to address the point. 

The BBC has a privileged position 
in-Britain because h is committed to 
providing the highest standards of 
broadcasting. It is vital, therefore, that 
the BBC should be led by a man or 
woman who is driven by that particu¬ 
lar vision. John Birfs financial deal¬ 
ings have darkened the shadow 
already cast over his credentials by the 
circumstances surrounding his ap¬ 
pointment and his track record. 


Yours faithfully, 

TUDOR LOMAS, 

Heldre Cottage. Collards Lane, 
Haslemere, Surrey. 

March 16. 


Yours sincerely, 

NICK RAYNSFORD, 
House of Commons. 
March II. 


From Mrs Fay Weldon and others 


Sir. The BBC is the face of the nation 
abroad and the mouthpiece of its 
aspirations at home. It is therefore 
important feat we address fee larger 
questions. 

John Birfs tax arrangements were 
legal and apparently deared by 
Inland Revenue, but he has conceded 
that on becoming director-general he 
ought to have joined the staff. 

Change in public institutions is 
always difficult, as jobs are threatened 
and familiar structures disappear. 

. The director-general is not paid to be 
. popular, but to be effective. He has 
already proved himself dear-headed, 
honourable and decisive at a difficult 
time for the BBC, when its income is 
falling in real terms and its future 
uncertain. 

In such circumstances it is up to the 
board of governors to stand by their 
initial judgment and not encourage 
or allow John Birt to resign. 


Religious education 

From Dr Stephen Orchard 


Yours faithfully, 

FAY WELDON. ANNAN, 

HARRY ENFIELD. 

ELIZABETH ESTEVE-COLL, 
RICHARD EYRE, 

GERMAINE GREER. 

BOB HOSKINS, PETER JONAS. 
ADRIAN NOBLE, DAVID PUTTNAM. 
NICHOLAS 5EROTA. 

JOHN WOODWARD. 

As from: 24 Ryland Road. NW5. 

: March 16. 


. Sir. When one of your correspondents 
of March 4, Mr Chowdharay-Best, 
chides the Archbishop of York for not 
saying something definite and pos¬ 
itive about morality I suppose it is only 
fair for two others. Dr Cafverd and Mr 
Hines, to dte, respectively, “pale 
Christian demagoguery" and re¬ 
ligious worship in schools as the cause 
of prejudice and hatred in chidren. 

However, for Mr Hines to ask 
schools to teach “a moral viewpoint 
based on the human values which 
dvflired people share", is rather 
begging one of the questions which 
good religious education addresses, 
that is. the relationship between what 
people believe, whether it be a 
religious faith or not and their 
behaviour. “Civilised people" often 
turn out to be “me and some people 
like me". 

The real problem in religious edu¬ 
cation is the lack of timetable space 
and teacher expertise, leading in turn 
to the lack of esteem for the subject, 
matters which have been well 
documented in official and private 
research. 


Yours sincerely. 
STEPHEN ORCHARD 
(Director. Christian 
Education Movement), 
Royal Buildings, 

Victoria Street, Derby- 
March 4. 


BBC pensioners 

From Mr Reginald Tumill 


From Mr A. Watkinson-Trim 


Sir, The BBC pensioners, of whom 
there are about 12 , 000 . not40,000 as 
stated in your report (March 9). will 
want to know more details about the 


three loss-making farms owned in 
their name. 

Since it was formed five years ago 
the BBC Pensioners’ Association has 
been seeking to be represented on the 
pension trust fend. 

After four years and Maxwell, the 
BBC conceded the principle feat the 
pensioners ought to be represented 
but continues to find all sorts of 
procedural reasons to prevent it 
actually happening. 


Sir, DrCaJwrd’s spirited epistle seems 
to ignore the distinction between 
“religious instruction" and “religious 
education" — and thus to confuse the 
enforcement of religious practices in 
schools with the academic study of 
religion. 

May 1 assure him that there is no 
place in the modem teaching pro¬ 
fession for “pale Christian dema¬ 
goguery” but plenty of room for the 


Access to legal aid 

From Mr Richard Southern 


Yours etc, 

REGINALD TURNILL 
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advance is not practicable, surely cast 
lists could be displayed outside the 
theatre booking office? I have always 
felt that the price of the ticket should 
indude, at least, a knowledge of the 
cast Some theatres already do this 
(e.g. the Theatre Rqyal in Glasgow). 
What about the rest? 


'Yours faithfully, 

VALLOGAN. 

1990 Maryhill Road. 
. Glasgow. 

March 12. 
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From Sir Andrew Lloyd Webber 


Sir. Lord Rees-Mogg's tirade (March 
11) aboui the Housing and Urban 
Development Bill is a convenient 
smokescreen to conceal whai is in 
effect a last-ditch defence of ancient 
privilege and vested interest. 

The landed interests have tried to 
emasculate fee bill wife onerous 
qualifying conditions and wide cate¬ 
gories of exemption so as 10 create 
daunting obstacles in fee path of 
would-be enfranchise rs. 

The amendments which Lord Rees- 
Mogg supported In the House of 
Lords would, if passed, have created 
even more obstacles. The exemption 
of charities may appear a reasonable 
and altruistic cause, but only by 
confusing fee charity's source of 
income wife its charitable objectives. 

Charities like Smith’s, died by Lord 
Rees-Mogg. which draw their income 
from residential leaseholds, are no 
differem in feat respect from commer- 
dal landlords. They are obliged by 
charity law to maximise their income 
from their leaseholds and do so. Far 
from using their lettings to assist 
people in necessitous circumstances. 
Smith's Charities have been granting 
leases to companies, many of them 
based overseas. 

Exdudmg such leases from entitle¬ 
ment to enfranchisement as Lord 
Rees-Mogg suggests would create 
ever greater obstades in the path of 
the remaining residential leasehold¬ 
ers. In many cases this exclusion 
would make it impossible for them to 
obtain the support of two thirds of the 
leaseholders required before enfran¬ 
chisement is permitted. 

Leaseholders who enfranchise will 
have to pay the market value for 
acquiring fee freehold, often on 
properties whose value has already 
been paid many times over to the 
freeholder. 

I fear that further legislation will be 
essential before Britain finally gets rid 
of this particular relic of feudalism. 


Sir. Mr Michael Watson (letter. 
March 10) fears feat if leaseholders 
are able to buy their freeholds the 
appearance of central London squares 
could be ruined. 

Happily, his fears should be 
groundless. Under the 1967 Lease¬ 
hold Reform Act many properties on 
the Grosvenor Estate were able to be 
bought by their leaseholders. I once 
owned the freehold of such a property 
and a condition was that I had to sign 
an intelligent agreement with fee 
Grosvenor Estate feat fee property 
would be maintained in a similar 
manner to the neighbouring prop¬ 
erties under an administrative scheme 
run by fee estate. 

Such a scheme could surely operate 
in all cases where leaseholders buy 
their freeholds under fee govern¬ 
ment's proposed legislation. 


Yours faithfully, 

ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER. 
The Really Useful Group. 

22 Tower Street WC2. 


From Lord Fins berg 


Sir, 1 am surprised feat fee usually 
well briefed Lord Rees-Mogg based 
much of his article upon his view that 
fee Housing and Urban Develop¬ 
ment Bill, which was promised in fee 
Conservative manifesto, was a social¬ 
ist measure. 

He overlooks fee fact feat there was 
a well attended debale — in which I 
took part — in fee House of Com¬ 
mons in the March before the general 
election. Virtually all who took part 
were in favour not only of enfranchise¬ 
ment but also of commonhold. It was 
therefore in no way an election bribe 
because both major parties were 
pledged to acL 

Lord Rees-Mogg tells us feat he has 
not been a good attender in recent 
months because he is, he says, often 
defeated. It might be fairer, ifhe could 
bring himself to admit it, to acknowl¬ 
edge that force of argument often 
prevails against minority reasoning. 


Yours etc. 
FINSBERG, 
House of Lords. 


rational study of the ethical inher¬ 
itance and philosophical assumptions 
derived from our nation's Christian 
history. 

Recent tragic events have shown 
how far the Christian ethos of our' 
society has been rejected by feeyoung. 
Attacks on the place of religious 
studies in our schools serve merely’ to 
deprive our children of their one 
opportunity to understand the issues 
involved. 


Yours faithfully, 

ANDREW WATKINSON-TRIM 
(Head, Department of 
Religious Studies), 

King Edward VII School. 

Lyiham. Lancashire. 

March 4. 


From Mr Eric Stock!on 


Sir. It is hard to fault fee views 
expressed by Dr Cal vend and Mr 
Hines feat religious observance be 
banished from publicly funded 
schools. Observance is property the 
province of the churches and kindred 
bodies and, of course, where desired, 
fee family. 

But it is surely undeniable feat all 
sorts of religions are part of our world, 
and education on fee subject of relig¬ 
ions is a necessary part of general 
education. Only a denominationally 
neutral school can be expected to do 
this fairly and also 10 pay due 
attention to non-religious perspectives 
(which are also just as much part of 
our wo rid]. 

Moral education is about fee shared 
values feat make a plural society 
feasible and it should be taught, in 
school and elsewhere, with doctrinal 
impartiality. It is important feat 
morality should survive the possible 
disengagement from religion which 
many people naturally experience as 
they grow up. 


Yours faithfully. 

ERIC STOCKTON. 

West Con. Sanday. Orkney. 
March S. 


Sir, Lord Donaldson of Lymington 
(letter, March 3) rightly suggests fear 
the Lord Chancellor should consider 
ways of giving greater advisory assis¬ 
tance to fee litigant in person as one 
way of increasing access to fee courts 
for anyone not eligible for legal aid 
and unable to afford recourse to the 
legal profession. 

It is not generally known feat an 
individual litigant may sue or defend 
in person in the H igh Court, and may 
conduct his or her own case, but that 
under 0.5 r.6(2) of fee Supreme 
Court rales a corporate litigant must 
use a solicitor and therefore also only 
has a right of audience through 
counsel 

This is in contrast to fee county 
court, where a corporate litigant is 
able to sue or defend "in person", and 
wife fee leave of fee court (almost 
invariably given these days) an officer 
of the company, such as a director or 
the manager or company secretary, 
ma y appear in court on behalf of his 
company. 

In these recessionary times many 
•small businesses involved in substan¬ 
tial disputes are denied recourse to fee 
courts because their dispute has to be 


litigated in fee High Court rather 
than the county court 

In the case of a business ran by an 
individual or partners who cannot 
afford legal fees and do not quality for 
legal aid, one of those individuals can 
conduct fee case in the High Court 
bui if it is run by a company which 
cannot afford legal fees, it is ineligible 
for legal aid and has no choice in the 
High Court bui to throw in the towel. 

Access to fee courts should not 
depend on whether a business is 
owned by a company or by an 
individual or partners. The High 
Court oould, by a stroke of the pen. 
increase access to fee courts by 
revoking 0.5 r .6 (2). 

Yours sincerely, 

RICHARD SOUTHERN, ' 
Manor Cottage, 

Low Road, 

North Tuddenham. 

Dereham, Norfolk. 

March 8 . 


Business letters, page 31 


Letters to fee editor should cany a 
daytime telephone number. They 
may be sent to a fax number — 
071-782 5046. 


Small businesses 
and bureaucracy 


From MrS. Alper 


Sir. I run a conference and banquet¬ 
ing centre together wife a vineyard, so 
perhaps my experience is nor typical 
However, 1 list below fee departments 
and offices we have to deal with (most 
of them reasonable and helpful) 
divided inro two categories, time 
consumers and cash consumers: 


Time: Customs & Excise (VAT). 
Customs & Excise (excise duty). Wine 
Standards Board, health & safety 
officer, fire officer. Ministry of Agri¬ 
culture (returns for fee vineyard). 
FAYE, annual return for enter¬ 
tainment earnings — not to mention a 
constant flow of enquiries about the 
affairs of employees from fee benefits 
office, fee unemployment office, the 
national insurance contributions of¬ 
fice, fee PAYE office and even the 
legal aid office. 

Cash: Cambridgeshire County Coun¬ 
cil rates, entertainment licence, al¬ 
cohol licence, fee Performing Right 
Society. Phonographic Performance 
Ltd. 

Individually, these demands are 
not arduous: but collectively they are a 
burden. Could not fee government 
simplify them? 


Yours faith foil v. 

S. ALPER. 

Chilford HaJJ. Linton. Cambridge. 
March 15. 


'Mad cow disease’ 


From DrJ. T. Done 


Sir. Despite fee recent bout of press 
excitement, supported by pseudo¬ 
epidemiology, about “mad cow dis¬ 
ease" (report. March 12) all the latest 
relevant information, including fee 
minister of agriculture's note put in 
the House of Commons library (and 
available to fee press) last December, 
indicates that BSE is under control in 
Britain. 

This is not to imply feat BSE is 
about to be eradicated, in the stria 
scientific sense, or that nothing more 
could be done to accelerate the decline 
of fee epidemic. But we should not 
rush to throw more money ar “re¬ 
search" without some real idea of 
what we need to know, and what we 
might do when we know it 

Instead we should set up proper 
independent authoritative sodal- 
risk/cost-benefit studies on strategies 
for dealing wife BSE and scrapie (in 
sheep) and put these in the public 
domain. 


Yours faithfully, 

JACK DONE, 

3 The Oaks. West Byfleet Surrey. 
March 13. 


From the President of the 
British Veterinary Association 


Sir. Suggestions of a link between 
BSE in cattle and CJD (Creutzfeldt- 
Jakob Disease) in man, forecasting 
impending catastrophe, are invalid. 
Since cows do not infect other cows 
with BSE and as shepherds do not 
catch scrapie from sheep 1 prefer to 
believe that BSE is a cattle disease. 
That it is extensive is not in doubL 
May I, on behalf of the many 
members of the profession who are 
currently much occupied with BSE. 
say feat we are far more productively 
deployed on the farm, and especially 
now at fee abanoir, monitoring 
animal health, safeguarding animal 
welfare and ensuring feat quality 
meat passes into the food chain rather 
than having to respond to fictitious, 
damaging and cosily statements 
made by non-veierinaty experts. 


Yours faithfully. 

F. ANTHONY, 

President. 

British Veterinary Association, 
7 Mansfield Street. Wl. 


Famine in Sudan 


From MrShadrack E. Munisi 


Sir. 1 watched wife the gravest 
concern on television this week the 
emaciated pictures of human suffer¬ 
ing and starving to death in southern 
Sudan. It is a pity feat humanity has 
left these people to perish. 

It is not that food is not available in 
other areas of Sudan. But fee short¬ 
age of food in southern Sudan is 
mainly to be attributed to the incom¬ 
petence of the Sudanese government, 
unable to transport and distribute 
food from one area to another where it 
is needed most 


Yours faithfully. 

S. E. MUNISI 
(Chairman), 

Pan-African Book Foundation. 
25 Sunbuiy Lane, SW11. 
March 9. 


Hedging ahead 

From Mr Michael Robinson 


Sir, Mr Robin Tilley (letter, March 
J 5) writes that, after the training of 14 
people from fee villages of Clapham 
and Patching wife a grant from West 
Sussex County CoundTs '‘innovation 
fond”, 100 yards of hedge-laying 
were completed this season, and feat 
300-400 yards may be accomplished 
next If this speed were able to be 
maintained, almost all fee hedgerows 
of Sussex should be completed by fee 
year 2093. 


Youis faithfully, 

M. H. ROBINSON, 

2 Foundry Close, B rid port, Dorset- 
March 15. 
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COURT CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
March 16: The Queen hdd an 
Investiture at Buckingham Palace 
this morning. 

Captain Lachhimiparsad 
Curung. 2nd Battalion 2nd King 
Edward VTrs Own Gurkha Rifles, 
and Captain SflajU Gurang. 
Queen’s Gurkha Signals, (The 
Queen's Gurkha Orderly Officers) 
were received by The Queen when 
Her Majesty invested them with 
the Insignia of Members of the 
Royal Victorian Order. 

The Rt Hon John Major (Prime 
Minister and First Lord of the 
Treasury) had an audience of The 
Queen this morning. 

The Duke of Edinburgh was 
represented by Sir David Pfastow 
at the Memorial Service for Sir 
George Turnbull which was held 
in St George's Church. Hanover 
Square. London Wl, today. 

The Lady Elton has succeeded 
the Hon Maty Morrison as Lady 
in Waiting to The Queen. 
BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
March 16: The Princess Royal this 
afternoon attended the Council 
Meeting and Annual Genera) 
Meeting of the Royal Cornwall 
Agricultural Association, the Royal 
Cornwall Showground. 
Wadebridge. and was received by 
Her Majesty's Lord-Lieutenant far 
Cornwall (the Viscount Falmouth). 

Her Royal Highness. Patron. 
Gloucestershire Rugby Football 
Union, this evening attended the 


Gloucestershire County Senior 
Cup Final at Kingsholm and was 
received by Her Majesty’s Lorri- 
Ueutenatn far Gloucestershire 
(Mr Hairy Elms). 

Mrs Andrew Feflden was in 
attendance. 

KENSINGTON PALACE 
March 16: The Princess 
Margeorec. Countess of Snowdon, 
President, the National Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Child¬ 
ren, gave a Reception far Mem- 
bets of the Society's Management 
Board and Regional Directors at 
Kensington Palace this evening. 

The Lady Glenconner. The Hon 
Mis Whitehead and Major The 
Lord Napier and Ettricfc were in 
attendance. 

March 16: Princess Alice. Duchess 
of Gloucester, Patron. East Africa 
Women's League (United King¬ 
dom), was present this afternoon at 
the Fiftieth Anniversary Annual 
General Meeting at Holy Trinity 
Church House. Brampton Road. 
London SW7. 

Mb Michael Haney was in 
attendance. 

YORK HOUSE 
ST JAMES’S PALACE 
March 16: The Duke of Kent. 
Trustee the Science Museum, tins 
evening attended a Dinner at the 
Science Museum. Exhibition 
Road. London SW7. 

Commander Roger Walker, 
RN. was in attendance. 


Memorial service 


Sir George TarnboD 
The Duke of Edinburgh was 
represented by Sir David Piastow, 
Chairman of I nchcape, and Prince 
Michael of Kent by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Roy Ward, Director- Gen¬ 
eral of the Institute of the Motor 
Indusby, at a service of thanks¬ 
giving for the life of Sir George 
Turnbull hdd yesterday at St 
George’s. Hanover Square The 
Rev W.M. Atkins officiated and 
Mr Charfes Matikay. Chief Exec¬ 
utive of Lnchcape, read the lesson. 
Mr Robert TfcmbuQ, son. read 
How Homtius kept the bridge, by 
Lord Macaulay and Sir David Orr 
gare an address. 

The Ambassadors far Japan. 
China, Korea and Bahrain and the 
Commissioner of the Hong Kong 
Government in London and Mrs 
Yaxley attended. Among others 
present were: 

Lady Turnbull (widow). Mss Penny 
Turn ban (daughter]. Mr and Mrs 
John Turnbull (brother and sister- 
in-law); ' viscountess Glenapp 
(representing the life president, 
lnchcape) With Lord Armstrong of 
nminster (main board director, 
tncbcape) and Lady Armstrong. Mr 
Andrew Cummins. Mr A J S Marsh, 
Mrs CO'Donogbue. M and MmeJ-J* 
Psuayre. Mr Peter Baring. Sir Perer 
and lady BaxendeU. Mr David John. 
Mr and Mrs D J Whittaker and past 
and present mere here of staff, 

Lord Montagu of Be aul ieu. Lord 
and Lathi Tanlaw. lord Roll of 
ipsden. Lord Archer of Weston- 
super-Mare. Lord King of Wartnaby, 
the Hon Nigel Boardmaru Lady Ore. 
Lady Piastow, Sir Michael Pontons, 
sir John Swire, sir Leslie Fletcher. 
Sir Godfrey Messervy. sir Geoffrey 
Owen, Sir Ronald Grierson. Sir Eric 
Norris, Sir Peter Carey. Sir John 
Collyear, Admiral Sir Rae McKalg. 
Sir John whitehead, sir Trevor 
Chinn, sir Patrick Lowry, sir Derek 
Hornby. Sir Terence Burns. Sir Hal 
Miller, Sir Anthony GDI (chairman 
and chief executive, Lucas 
industries), sir David GlDmore. Sir 
Derek BfrWn (Chairman. RTZ), Sir 
Peter Graham. Sir Ian Morrow, sir 
Anthony Tennant. 

Mr peter Cazalet (S G Warburg 
Securities). Mr John Kemp-wdch 
(Cazenove and Company}. Mr r d 
C alptn (Standard Chartered Bank}, 
Mr David Peake (Xieinwori season 
Group). Mr Mike Smith (Robert 
Fleming Securities). Mr John Emiy 
(Robert Fleming Holdings}. Mr T J 
Hopes (Touche Ross and Company). 
Mr Andrew Turkey (Baring 
Brothers). Mr John Batnbrldge 
(Schroders). Mr Michael Butcher 
(Wedlake Bell). Mr N D Cadbury 
(Cadbury Schweppes). Mrs R 


Chapman (industrial Society). Mr 
Frank name (HSBC Holdings). Mr 
Peter R Stevens (G T Management 
and Bank In Liechtenstein). Mr 
Geoffrey Tucker (International 
Triangle). Mr John Owen (Rubeiy 
Owen). Mr David Kirn bell (Spencer 
Stuart), Mr David Holland [Bain 
Clarkson}. MrRobert walker (Walker 
Hamlin. Mr EUlott Bemerd 
ICheisfreld). Mr Keith Hopkins 
[representing the chairman. KBH 
Communications). 

Mr Peter Ward (Roils Royoe) Mr 
Tom Purves (BMW). Mr M Mlnoura 
(Toyota UK). Mr J Numaa (Toyota. 
Japan), Dr p J Alhanasopoulos 
(Tpyota. Hellas). Mr J A Gilroy 
(Perkins Group). Mr Jeffrey Rose 
(RAO. Mr Colin Hope (Society of 
Motor Manufacturers and Traders). 
Mr David Prescott (Motor and Allied 
Trades Benevolent Fund). Mr Patrick 
Mennem (Fleet Street Motoring 
Group), Mr Richard Bate 
{international chamber of 
Commerce). Mr KhaUd Almoayed 
(Bahrain Maritime and Mercantile 
international). Mr S ichloka (Ricoh. 
UK), Professor Peter Jorratt 
(Birmingham University). Mr 
Jerenur Brown (Matbeson and 
insead). Mr Simon wakdy (Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award world 
Fellowship). 

Mr Cameron Boyle (England 
Scottish Rugby Football Club), Mr 
Richard 
Ru 
(Loi 

Chib). Mr Tom Neville (Royal and 
Ancient Golf dub. St Andrews). Mr E 
K Blackburn (Coventry Rugby 
Football dub], Mr M Goodway me 
Observer). Mrian Griffiths and Miss 
P Knox LErenlng standard). Mr John 
a Cutler (British Association of 
industrial Editors. Midland region). 
Mr John Lawrence (committee of 
Home unions). Mr Paddy Vincent 
(Hospital far Sick Children. Great 
Ormond Street). 

Mrs Charles Mackay. Mr and Mrs 
Arthur Heins. Mr Rupert 
Christiansen. Mr and Mix John 
Dodd, Ms Kate PerctvaL Mr Peter 
Turnbull. Mr lan Remington, Mrs 
Jeanne Remington. Mr and Mrs 
Kenneth Fraser, Mr and Mis N 
Westbrook. Mr and Mis Martin 
Rourke. Mr and Mrs John Pston. Mr 
Peter Marshall, Mr and Mrs P 
Dempsey, Mr and Mrs w j Stewart, 
Mr and Mrs Newman Balcocfc, Mr 
and Mis Jim Stewart Mr and. Mrs 
Alan smith. Mr John Garnett Mr 
John Bullock, commander Michael 
watt. Mr J M Katsman. Mr Colin St 
Johnston. Mr and Mrs Brian Organ, 
Mrs Edward Sutro. Mr Geoffrey 
Whalen, Mr Roy Hughes, MP. Mr W 
J Hayden. Mr and Mrs Geoffrey 
Taylor. Mr David Astor, Mr Roy 
Foster, Mr Roy Harris. Mr David 
Benson, Mr John Reardon. Mr John 
BeswlcK Mr Ian S Steers. Mr Arthur 
WILL Mr John Duncan and Mrs R 
Maw. 


maid Chapman (Harlequins* 
gby Football Club). Mr J LLlmrie 
tndon Scottish Rugby Football 


Today’s royal 
engagements 

The Queen Mother wfll present 
shamrock to the Irish Guards at 
Ifatitight at 11.IS to mark St 
Patricks day. 

The Princess of Wales will visa 
Bolton Hospice. Queens Fade 
Street. Bofton, at 11.35; will open 
the genHo-urinaiy raedirioe dinic 
at Hope Hospital Eodes Old 
Road. Salfatd. at I.JO: as Patron 

of Centrepoint Soho, will open the 
Ptaerioo Housing Association 
Returning Home project ai 1? 
Birch Lane. Longsight Man¬ 
chester. at 2.05: and. as Patron of 
Tkmring Point, will visit Douglas 
House. 54 Bartow Moor Road, 
Didsbtuy. at 2.50. 

The Princess Royal as President of 
the Royal Yachting Assodaoaa 


will attend the Conunodases 
tfan and annua) meeting at 
Four Seasons Inn mi the Park 
hold at 3 JO. 

Princess Margaret will preside at 
the annual council meeting erf the 
NSPCC at the Barbican Centre at 
11.15. 

Princess Alice Duchess of Glouces¬ 
ter wfll present the London in 
Bloom certificates of eaceflenoe 


1992 for the London Tower of 
Toner Hamlets at Globe Town 
Neighbourhood Centre, Roman 
Road. E2. atIL55. 

The Duke of Kent win visit the 
Ixonbridge Gorge Museum at 
11.5; and;will open an extension a 
the Nuffield Hospital. Shrews¬ 
bury, at 1.50. 

The Duchess of Kent wfll visit 
Walsingham Community Home, 
Turnbull Close. Dartfoid. at 
10.20; will vial Family Matters, 
Manor Road. Gravesend, at 
11.15; as Patron of the Friends of 
Rochester Cathedral, wfll visit the 
cathedral at noon: and wfll attend 
the Kent Rum! Initiative launch 
reception at Godmenham Park at 
33 0. 


Professor Eric 
Mascall 

A service of thanksgiving for the 
life of die Rev Professor Eric 
MascaU, DD, FBA, will be hdd in 
the chapel of King’s College 
London on Tuesday, May 4. 
1993. ar 530pm. Enquiries: 071- 
873 2339. 


Luncheon 

German ffam h wrflm lwby awl 

fftninw rrr 

Sir Christopher Harding was the 
guest of honour and speaker at a 
luncheon of the German Chamber 
of Industry and Commerce in the 
United Kingdom held yesterday at 
tile Hyatt Carlton Tower Hold-Sir 
Oliver Wright, vice-president of the 
chamber, presided. 


Reception 


British Safety Comcil 
The Rev Martin Smyth. MP. was 
host yesterday at a reception held 
at the House of Commons for the 
British Safety Council’s presenta¬ 
tion of diplomas in safety manage¬ 
ment 


latest wills 

John Ckxmrfhy Talbot Foster 
Wbyte-Mdvflle Sheffington. 13th 
Viscount Massoneeae and 6th 
Viscount Frataid. Baron erf 
Longftneagb and Baron Oriel of 
Chflham Castle. Kent, left estate 
valued at £294,657 net 
Sir Charles Edward Mott* 
Radcfyffe. of Madadre. Norfolk. 
Conservative MP for Windsor 
1942-70, left estate valued at 
£4,086,474 net 

He left EIJXX) each to Cratums School. 
HolL for JdwolalttEL end Norfolk Otnnuy 
CricJca Chib, end EtOO etch w St Mery* 
Qunxh. Bemlnghnm winter, and Si 
M etwlra Church. wk±ham. Herts, nd 
a OO to St John me sapttn dunes. 
Shcdfletd. Rams, far the upkeep of Ok 
gwvyanu, CunOy grata and memorials. 


Appointment 

Mr Robert Douglas Gordon, 
Ambassador to Yemen, to be also 
Ambassador (tion-residenfi to 
Djibouti- 
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Rote playing: after being made a CBE the actor John Thaw showsoff his insignia outside Bu ckingham Palace 
with a smile that owes more to the sun in Provence than die irascibility of InspectorMorse. He said the Queen 
commented on how different bis role was as a genial Englishman abroad after playing the dour detective 


Horticulture 

Birthday bonus brightens the show 

By Alan Toogood, hokticolture correspondent- 


A HIGHLIGHT of the Royal 
Horticultural Society's early 
spring show, which opened 
yesterday in Westminster, is a 
display of divias raised at 
Bodnant Garden, Cohvyn 
Bay, Cfwyd. 

The exhibit is in honour of 
the forthcoming 80th birth¬ 
day of Lord Aberamway, Pres¬ 
ident Emeritus of the RHS. 
Qivias are evergreen riuzoma- 
tous perennials for the healed 
conservatory or greenhouse, 
and the Bodnant hybrids are 
the result of breeding and 
selection over many yeans to 
improve flower odour and 
size. 

The centrepiece of the dis~ 
play is Olivia 'Bodnant 
Yellow*. with light ye&w flow¬ 
ers contrasting beautifully 
with the dark green shiny 
strap-shaped leaves. This is 
flanked by hybrids in shades 
of orange: 

The show abounds with 
camellias. Bumooose and 
South Down Nurseries, of 
Redruth, Cornwall. is showing 
a large collection of mainly 
japonica and x wiUiamsU 
cuftrvars, including their own 
introduction, Cametlia x 
vriUiamsu 'Bumooose Apple 
Blossom’ which freely pro¬ 
duces palest pink single 
flowers. 

James Trehane and Sons, of 


Hampreston, Dorset, have a 
similar display of camellias, 
induding a new low-growing 
compact cultivar of C.x 
wiUiamsii named ‘Contribu¬ 
tion ’. Attaining only about 
30in in height over 12 years, ft 
is vety hardy and has semi- 
double coral-pink flowers. 

Alpines and small wood¬ 
land plants are further attrac¬ 
tions at this show and. 
Potterton and Martin, of. 
Nettieton. lincdnshire, have 
several collections of both, 
including the currently popu¬ 
lar cwydalis, woodland plants 
with ferny greyish foliage and 
spurred flowers. The collection 
ranges from white Cogydalis 
caucasica alba, through C. 
transsil vanica ‘Lahovice 
Strain' with large heads of 
deep pink floweis. to the 
ydtow C schanbinii arrui 

Hepaticas are also wood¬ 
land plants, and Michael My¬ 
ers, of Harrogate. Norm 
Yorkshire, is showing part of 
the National Collection in his 
educational exhibit The 


Irie-flowered kinds like Hepcu- 
ica nobilis rubra plena, to the 
single skybtue sterile hybrid 
H. x media 'BaUaidif. He is 
also showing pari of the 
National Collection of Primu¬ 
la marginata, for alpine- 
house i 


W. E. Th. Ingwersen. of 
Gravetye, East Grinstead, 
Sussex, is also showing alpine- 
house primulas — cultivars of 
Primula aUioniL These range 
horn palest pink, like the 
blush ‘Anna Griffith’, to deep 
pink such as ‘Crowstey*. as weH 
as tiie white 'Alba*. 

Tfte RHS ca.ru camellia 
competition is wen supported, 
despue the recent bard Ousts. The 
■ Duke or . Devonshire of Ora tewuit h. 

Derbys hire, '.is a_leadlag' 

prizEwlnner. baring won many of 
the classes for blooms. His Japonica 
colttvais Include the luge light red 
'Drama Old' . deep red double 
"Grand slam* and deep red ‘Sana's 
Robe-. Mr and Mis N T Holman, of 
Truro, Cornwall have won the class 
for three atogte-Oowered coJtfva a of 
■Japonica. 

la the RHS early rfiottodeodran. 
competition, Edmund de 
Rothschild, of Exbmy, Hampshire.: 
has won the class for lour species 
with R. caloptopum (pink}, S. 
macabeanam iyeaow).il inoratum 
ToUa Dor (pink, speckled 
crimson), and X. mb o niu n rosenm 
(bright pink). He has also won the 
class for three hybrids, with 
'Andrader (rich pink), 'Robin 
Hood* (pale pink) and Tire Prince? 
(bloodied). . 

The RHS daffodil competition Is 
also well supported. MtJla Scamp, 
of Falmomn, Cornwall, has won the 
classes for six and three culttvara. 
ms bloom of pink-copped 
‘PetUdveT is particularly not able. 
Mr 1 MLS. Bradtmry. of Esses, has 
wonthedassfoi 
daffKMs. with ‘jetflre* (orange and 
yellow). -"Dove wings’ (yellow add 
White) and 'Rapture' (yellow). 

The shew. In the New 
Horticultural Hall Greycoat Street) 
Wes tminste r, is open today from 
10 tospm. 


Dinners 

European AMOdadon of 

Professional Secretaries 

. The European Association of Pn>- 
fesaonal Secretaries held its UK 
Annual Dinner at ite Four Sea¬ 
sons iim cn foe Park last night, 
which was attended by 165 mem¬ 
bers. and guests. The Right Han 
Lord Hesketh, Gcnrmmeni Chief 
Whip, the House of Lords, was-the 
guest of honour and speaker^ Miss. 
Barbara Smith, Mr Christopher 
Rodrigues and.Mrs Janis Nowak 

also spoke. 

Inrtihrtfr rf XVarntm Mamfiamt 

Mr Kedb Boxy, Pmodeot of die 
Institute erf Wastes Management, 
presided at the hanguol annual 
presidential dinner held last night 
at the im-timtion of Cml En 

grocers. The girests mrinderi: - 

inte Bart and Countess or Anan. the 
Bui of Uratsay. Laid.' Incas of 
Chliratlw Lord oremun. Lon! Ezra. 
Baroness Dxvio, Banmess Blifc. 
Baroness - Gantner- of takes : and 
Baroness. Hlltori of Eggardon. 

Queen Maty and Westfield 
Ctrfk^e 

Mr Martin R.^ Hams. Chairman 
of the Council of QueotMary and 
Westf^CtoDe^IimdtmUniver- 
sfty. and ! Professor Graham 
Zeflkk. prinopal were 'hosts at a 
(firmer Md lastn^ht at theoofl^e 
in honour of die new fdlows. Sir 
Thomas Bingham, a new feflew. 
also spoke, profesor C.V. Bods, 
Prafesscc JS. C3ark&-Lead CEn- 
ton-Qavis and Professor M_I^. 
Denar were also admftted as 
felfow. ■; 

scO 

Sir Graham HiDs, President erf 
SCI-{Satiety/ of Cbemictd' In¬ 
dustrie,- pr ese nted . the centenary 
nuedal ki Sir JCtenys Heodason 
and the presrdeora medal to 
Professor Maitm-Fleiscfamann at 
die award dinner hdd last night at 
the Hotel irite^tontinentaL 


marriages 

MrEAConpopy _ 

•nd Miss EJV_ Gmw» 

The engawment is arawuKed 
between Edward, son of fee tote 
Surgeon Major KJ.OmnofijVTta: 
Life Guards, and of Mis Z.M. 
ConnoBy. of Chdsw, London, and 

Aurea, daughter of 

Ms J-B. Gurdon. of Wfattfcsforti. 
Cambridgeshire. 

MrGN. Davies 
and Miss SJLPBlmer 
The engagement s annourarea 
between Guy. son of Mr a nd Ms 
Gerald Davies, of Wiggmton. 
Hm&midure, and Sai^v dau^ 
ter erf Mr and Mis Rea Palmer, eP 
i into Baddow, Essex- ** ■ 

Mr D.WJK. Harrington 
and Miss LA. Palmer 
The engagement is announced 
between David, son of Mr ana 
Ms Ranald Harrington, of 
Shatwefl Cottage, Yadington. 
Somerset, and Isabella, daughter 
of Sir Geoffrey and Lady Palmer, 
of Carlton Curlieu HalL 
Lekestmshire. 

Mr G^. MacGregor 
and Mi® J.E. Orffinge 
The engagement is unnoonced 
between Graeme Sutherland, son 
(rf Mr and Mts W.MJ. 
MacGregor, of Inverness, and 
Jane daughter of Mr 

and Mis RA. CoDir^e, of Fence. 
Burntoy- 

MrWXJ.C Parker 
and Miss H.G Snook 
The engagement is announced 
becneaWmaaLdderstmoflrf 6 ; 
and Mo Anthony Parker, bi 
Reigate Heath. Surrey, and Hden. 
daughter of Captain and Mts 
Bernard Snook, of Copdiome. 
Sussex. 

MrJJPJ. Pleass 
and Miss CM-C Dkk 
The engagement is announced 
between James, eldest son erf Mr 
and Mis John Pleass. of 
Smallwood House, little Saxham, 
Bury St Edmunds, and Canrfyn. 
tidest dau ghter of Mr Dougal 
Dick, of Deronsbaw, Doflar, and 
Mrs Katherine Nicholas, of 
Broonrieknowe, Laswade. 

Mr MA Weddatam 
and Miss SC-Greene 
The engagement is announced 
between Michael son erf Mr and 
Mis Samud Wedderbum. of £/ 
PhflipL Barbados, and Sarah, 
daughter erf Mr and Mis Michael 
Greene, of Bariow. Derbyshire. 
MrMJHL Whetier 
and Miss MX. HoBmiok . 

The engagement is announced 
between Mark sun of Mr and Mrs 
George Wheeler, of Lamphey, 
Pembrokeshire, and Mbauds, 
dandner of foe fete Mr Philip 
Hoflxoakandof Mrs Holbrook, of 
WeS. Hampshire. 


Birtiidays today 

Mr Justice Abfous, 57: Sir Donald 
Barron, fanner chan- man. Mid¬ 
land Bank, 72; Viscounr Bridport. 
45: Lady (Megan) Boll former 
governor; Hollowly Prison. 71; 
Dr Sir Barry Cross, framer presj- 
denL Corpus Quisti Cofle^, Cam¬ 
bridge; 68; Professor David Dflks, 
vke-dianccflor, Hull Univeiaty, 
55; Vice-Admiral Sir Donald Gib¬ 
son, 77; Sir Arthur Hododay. 
fanner director-general Common¬ 
wealth War Graves Commission. 
67; Professor GJVf. Hughes; 
zoologist. 68; Iieutenant-Qjiond 


Sir Edmond Johr de Lotb&Dire, 
90; Mr Robin KrfaatJohttttofi, 
yaditsman. 54: the Eail of Lauder¬ 
dale. 82: Profe»or Jtrfm : IflL 
pianist. 49; Mrs. 


writer, 60; Sir Michael; 
diplomat, fiU the Most 'Rcr 
KJVLP. OTBiien, ■ Anfebishtjp.of St 
Andrews and Edinburgh. 55; 5ir 
Patrick JReiDy. diploraaL 84; Sir. 
Rwmraid Rkkat. 

Council for National 
Awards, 66; Mia. 

Samsova. balterina, 56; Sr Pitiricfc 
■geant founder. E tor ra n oacy 
Mfcalions. 69; Dr David Stal-' 
fo*ri43ark. psychfetri^ .7^ : Mr 
Max Sfiaffbiri<3aric. artfetfc cSw- 
fat Rpyal Court Theatre. 52; Mr 
Michael Whitaker, showjomper, 
33. 


TEL: 071 481 4000 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


FAX: 071 481 9313 


For this b the covenant I sttaB 
mate wtm fanwl after Bum 
days, says Cbe Lent: 1 1 *—” 
set my laws la (tar under¬ 
standing and write them on 
liter basis: 1 sbaB be liter 
Gad end Bay Shan be my 


H e br ews 8:10 (BOB 


BIRTHS 


BOWEN-DAVIES - On in 
March- to Joanna uric 
Bafley) and peter. a 
daughter. Imogen. 

DYSON - On 7tti March, to 
Terry usee McCann) and 
Mark, e son, Henry EdwarcL 

GODMAN - On 8th March, to 
Sal (tote WtflansJ and Hugh, a 
daughter. Sophie, a sister for 
Elizabeth and Freddie. 

HARPER - On March 9th 
1993. to Kale Me Ooooeyi 
ana David, a daughter, 
Stephanie Marla. 

HORNE . on March 14th. to 
KINtette Uric Symington} 
and Nicholas, a son. Robert 
Edward Symtngton- 

HUNTER - On March 14th. to 
Unrise (jrfe Bishop) and 
Jotm. asm, Rory lan James, 
a brother for Freddie. 

•JACOBS - On March I3th at 
The Portland HospUaL to 
Karan and John, a bvauurm 
draghter. Frances EBxabeth. 
a sister lor Joel Lewis. 

MALOME - on 4t& March, to 
Jane Me WDanf) and 
Michael a daughter. 
Georgia, a sister foe Lucy. 
Eleanor and Rosie. 

POST - On 91b March. M 
Carotin? <n*e Geary) and 
Geoffrey, a daughter. OUvia 


PRBtanEN - To Anne ini* 
WhOetwadJ ant Preban. a 
son. Henry, a brother for 
Charl otte and Ntootoi. 

STEPHEN - On March 8th. to 
Loutsc and Mark. «r Panel 
Cottage. Artbertey, West 
Sussex, a daugnter. MDr 
ROW. 

TBEMLHT - On March Tin. 
to Catherine (nfie Stewart) 
and Nkhaias. a m 
Ajaxander ftOdste John. 

WORTHINGTON - To Sarah 
(nie Dixon) and Euan on 
lEtti March a dauti«sr. 
Victoria VetwUa Oatre, a 
steter for Georgte and Harry. 


DEATHS 


Aumer - On Tlturttlw 
March urn 199S. peacefully 

at canon Nursing Home. 

■Jersey, victoria Alexandra 

Marianne, aped 88 yean. 

W m be wily rained Oy nit 

who knew her. The ftmerai 

service win be held at Holy 

Trtntty Church. Trtnfly. 
Jersey, on Friday Mansi 

19th 1993 ai 2 pm. foitowed 

by hurtal alseo- DcawOans to 

Uea of flowers may. If 
dtrtred. be sen! to her 
memory to The Victoria 
Aubrey Memorial Fund, tor 

The Victoria College Prep 

School c/o Mr J-H- Htota. 

Headmaster. Vktorta Oooege 

Prep. Pleasant Street, si 
Metier. Jersey. JE2 4ftR 


BAKER - victor Thomas 
James, on March 13th at St 
Peter's Nantes Home. 
Northffeet, Funeral ai 
Medwar oenatuta on 

Tuesday March 23rd at 12 

noon. No flowers please 
Dcbums to toe Lions 
HosMoe. OotdhartMtu- Road. 
Noniuteet 


CUfftod. CB. 
MA. On Satuntay (March 
l 3 ”*- Ms 92nd year. 
Porraeriy Solicitor and Legal 


Qrt ftTCTte 1 968-9. Service 

of Thanka^vlng al The Drive 

Lancs., an Monday March 

22nd at 3-50 pm. 


raWSS - on isth March at 
■John ftadcfflte HoeMtaL 
Oxford. Geoffrey ML Briggs 

et Garden House. Kiuen 

WtodrisL 



Margarers Omrch. 

Fridw 

March i9thtoSnn.EiM>iit- 

riea to E. Taylor & son. 

Carterton. Ctan. tet 0993 

S4S42Z 


DEATHS 


COOKE - Douglas WBfrad 
Cooke, husband of the late 
Yvonne snii 

suddenly and unexpectedly 
on 10th March after a 
routine operation in 
Somerset West. South 
Africa. The Anted took 
place an 16th March. He win 
be greeny missed by his 
BbUT-to-Jaw Nancy Cooke 
by Ms brother Lawrence, by 
Iris many rrisnds to England, 
and by Ms Mecca and 
nephews in England and 
AustraHe 


CUT1 BELL - On I4tn March 
1993. David John, of St 
John’s HospttaL UcbSeM 
and forraerty of 


years. Former husband of 

nd much loved 


without the bans. LfchOeU. 

an Saturday 20th March al 

12 noon. foOowed by Inter¬ 

ment at Abbots Brcmtey. No 
flowe r s out dOnaffoos V 

desired to St John’s Church. 

c/o F-M. « J. Whft. Funeral 


KCKmStM - On lHth 
March, peacefully at St 
Meats Dr. Sydney 
Dfca tlnsun . tote of 
Cambridge, to tils 96th year. 


ELMODOE - Suddenly on 

28th February, at borne in 

Oxfordshire, wnuam Sammy 

(BSD. aged 70. husband of 

Ul iftthar of Mle and 

Christopher. Formerly of the 

BSC. the Australian Brand- 

aaons GuuqqMto a nd the 

UWversty of Manchester. 


FEUWm- - CM March lEBt, 

peacefully tn bosMtal Eimtyn 

“Kay" aged 73 yeara. Wife 

of Pmo. mother of Lance. 

nana to Evelyn- Sendee at 

Croydon Crematorium on 

Tuesday March 23rd at 2pm. 

No flower* but donations tor 
thdwKh Kidney Patterns 
Anodatfon. may M pent to 
JA Shakespeare ul. 67 
Georite SmwL Craytkm. 


DEATHS 


OOULD - On 13th March 
1993 maidenly at borne, 
Peter John or Trwtefaid. 
Ltanlood. Cardigan, much 
knred husband of Phflfppa. 
tother or catttefne and 
9nmdpa of Clare and Jtan. 
Funeral Thursday 18th 
March, public service at 
Ltanlood Church at 2 pm. 
FtonBy flowers ratty please, 
but donations IT so desired to 
The Peter Gould Concert 
Plano Fund, c/o Mr Anthony 
Steven. Theatr MwMan. 
Cardigan. SA43 UY. 

MADWBI - Peacefully- on 
March 14th I99&. aged as. 
Vera HaBBe. widow of 
Frederick Guy Hod wen and 
IteovM mother or Veronica. 
Pri m rose esul Tootle. 
Ftmerai al Putney Vide 
Crematorium at 1130 ran on 

Flowers to me crematorium 

or donations U Partdnsonh 

Disease Society. 22 Upper 

Wobum Place. London WCl. 

MANmmy - On March 23to 

1993. suddenly, peacefully 



on Friday 19th March, (to- 

lowed by Private cremafloo. 

Sendee of Thanksgiving to 



tsed «X Funeral at Nazareth 

House. Hammersmith, on 
Friday 19th March at 2 pm. 


Mary's Cemetery. Kernel 
Green. Family flowers only. 
Donations. U desteed, to 
charity of your choice. 


Jcnr - on i3th March. 
pcoeentBy at Mandaafe. 

Michael Gerard Laurie, aged 
76- Much loved husband of 
Ann and devoted rather and 
grandfather. Private 

cresnaflon- Service of 
Thanksgtvtav at St MuVa 
Church. Bentley, on Monday 
29B» Marat «t ZJO urn. 


DEATHS 


McGK&GM - On 18th March 

1993. ton aged 67. alter a 

Sobdl House. Oxford. Deany 

loved husband nr Barbras. 

taring rather of Sophie and 

Crtriona (Prune) and 
grandpa to Hairy. Charge. 




DEATHS 


SCOTT - On March 16 th. In 

boadiaL Betty, aged 74 
years, the very ranch loved 

wife or LesBe Scott FJLGA. 

o t to Cm Road. SBverdrte. 

Carararth. Lancashire, very 

dear mother or Jiflltm. 
Stephen and the tote Peter. 

motber-totew of Judy. Jan 

and Jan and a deuriy town 

nana. The service win take 


on Friday 
March 19th at UJSO am. 
Ale* WHUs Funeral Home. 2 

Mkhfleton Road. Heysham. 

tot 10624) 681696. 



-- SW7 — 

ORegfatered Charity Number 
211944X 


PQ UIfe l | r . Hugh George. 

husband or Ewa and rather 

or M arla and Magda, passed 

awayon ISCi March 1993 In 

Aukland Hospttrt. New 


SAT7BSTNWAITE - On 
Sunday MaiQi 14th. IX. OoL 
Kkimu C«orM 

SattttinwrttoJLV.O.. OAL. 
W* iTth/2tet Lancers, 
by his 


Thanksgiving tor Ms ffl a on 

Awfl 2 nd at The 

Krtttna at 230 pm. NO 
flowers Mease - donattons ir 

ynoMrarNarttogchurch 

Fund or Hug Edward VO 
W. Sussex GU29 90a 


TATUM - Ob 16th March 
Incas 
The 

_ Marguerite 

V. Wife or The Reverend 



Nazareth House c/o Maine St 

Son UL 19 Sooth Street. 


WEfiKS - On March ism 
. 1993. peacefully. Edward 
John Kenneth. Surgeon 
Com ma nder rjn. reared. 
Dcartr lowed husband or 
KwhtePn and rather of 
Bryan. John and Mlchatf. 
Private cremation. no 

Bowen by ngm. Dam 
floss if detteed for McMman 

Nurses Fund, c/o J. Sturnev 

FUneral Directors. Pikes HBl. 

LyndbwK. 


- On March ism. 

94. peacefully alter a 

Eric, doariy 

loved toother of Ehzabeth. 

vale 
iSStoat 

asa-tott 



DEATHS 


WBJLMMS-JtMEti - Lynette 

Amy. 47. Moved write of 

Michael and daariy hrced 

nmha- of Allan and Cttve, 

sister of Bavesiey. dM 
. peacenmy at home loth 
March 1995. FUneral will 

take peace on Thursday ISA 

March 1993 at St GBas 

" Church, Church Lane, suttee 

Poges at 2.i5pra. Fan 

. flowers only, d ota tions in 

The Fiona DKKma Atemortat 

Chape] 


INMEMORIAM — 
PRIVATE . 


ATMHTTOH - Claudia to** 

WOBamaL On March ITDi 

19B9. Always Mrsed. saiBy 

mtaedL-by Eric. Mary and 

Am 

S H M tB -m taring mew uay tit 
Str John Chte (Onhh 
Pashto who dted on 17th 

March 1906 . The strafe at 

the rtgbfeoos are m (he hand 

or God and there star no 


wisdom or Sofemcsk. ChJ 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 



_ [muSIm/M_ 

sssa-r FJxsrsoS 

Totira. France. 


Kidney 
Research 
Saves tiros 


raw and atogacy fear 

NATIONAL 


K! NEYj 


RESEARCH 

MmamLnDMBr- - 


apLix-a Utafeta. mkjej nra 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Uta te ndl Bax No .1448. 

. trw* oner. •i- 


AMYQU1RKE 

"Iwffl be« LondooApdJ 6di- 
Aadl life And eatdd low to 
. vfe to jMorJssr adk to pra. 
■JFkta phase ete caBca nr - 
write tear is the USA or 
Fierce Rcpfrto Ba* ffa MSI 

GRANDPA B. 


flatshAre 


■srstasar' 

Ct Mteitaa - feai 





ra/r 


mnw i vtew. rt u >tJ gI-a«i 




^tapwrtetow 72746*7 

MAtPA VAU Now rotatrauto 


MW* VAU Prof n or 1 to 

Ena * 

CHWpw. 071 


MM - ptftoltai 

an two w in w/a. A 

flit BW. MMtflB ( 

atoontnatg 



KATSHARE 


SW1 Own room In ante s flat. 

i f ta itfl c ent aaUsq Breosp, m- 
... M fcg/brote mom. tan cefl- 

uas. msu. tv. ah tuns met 

nao pw. m gap ratio. 


awx vaar *«*sa room in 

Ddenoy. «’ * — 

boom. Aft 

■ eteaaur. N/S i _ 

tori, xm arm moo 



n/s. Own i 

lc/bl . 

. DOow. 071 

mi sTosPBa an. 



FLIGHTS 



PORSALE 



TICKETS 

- FOR SALE 

responding to . 
^IwUmosus readm 

are advised 

ate race value and tioi 
before 

Hilo toy 


FOR SALE 


BtBST TICKETS. Fiusf 
If® Mis. Seaton, la. fbofHa 
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• • Harold Soref, right-wing 

potiticaj activist and 

Conservative MP for Ormsknfc 
1970-74, died in London on 
March 14 aged 76. He was born 
m Hampstead on December IS, 
1916. 

A S ELF-STYLED latter-day imperi¬ 
al Harold Soref was always in die 
v - thick of the ideological battle between 
left and right, whether as a standard- 
bearer for the Junior. Imperial 
' Le a gue al Oswald Mosley's riotous 
meetings in the 1930s or fleeing 
from an Oxford Union meeting to 
. avoid the angry attentions of amob 
of left-wing students in the 1970s. 

In between those two particular 
dramas he was a vice-chairman of the 
right-wing Monday Chib, chairman 
for 20 yeais of its Africa Group (its 

• most active arm), an ardent cam¬ 
paigner against Harold Macmillan's 

' “wind of change" in Africa and an 
. indefatigable spokesman in the tab¬ 
loid press and in letters to The Daily 
Telegraph against all manner of 
affronts to public sensibilities. Had 
he had the strength, he would have 
■.. been participating vigorously in-to- 
,“i day’s controversies over the rising 
tide of violence and pornography, 
against which he had so often 
warned. 

In the pre-Thatcher period, when 
such talk was less than fashionable, 
Harold Soref spoke out — at times 
. eloquently — against what he saw as 
a regrettable tendency to provide 
public platforms for organisations 
supporting terrorism, theriosed shop 
imposed by trade-unionists and what 
he considered the sympathetic treat¬ 
ment given by broadcasters to revolu¬ 
tionaries, squatters and other left- 
wing activists. Drugs, anarchy and 
filth, he said, were no substitute for 
national pride, faith and bard work, 
which alone could provide a healthy 
y and prosperous co mmunity . 

Such sentiments were a good deal 
less acceptable in the 1970s than they 
might be today. Indeed, so extreme 
were some of his views, particularly 
on Britain's responsibilities in south¬ 
ern Africa, that his influence on 


HAROLD SOREF 


pubhe debate was marginal at best. 
His viewpoints , en masse seemed 
almost a caricature of reactionary 
thought' Predictabfy, he favoured the 
repatriation of coloured immigrants 
and apposed allowing into Britain 
the Asians expelled from Uganda. 
He lambasted the BBC for what he 
regarded asftsleft-wingbtasand for 
the way he believed it slanted the 
news in favour of revolutionaries, 
demonstrators and unofficial 

- strikers. 

Harold Soref was the son of a 
. pioneer in Rhodesia and was educat- - 
ed at St PauTS ScbboLand Queen’s" 
Collage, Oxford. He served with The 
Royal Scots-and;the Intelligence 
. Ccnps in the second world war arid 
from 1955 to 1988 was managing 
director of Soref Brothers, the famil y 
merchant shipping business. In be¬ 
tween these- activities he was - a 
journalist and author, editing, a 
prewar public school magazine and, 
in 1947, founding . foe Jewish : 
MwirWp which he edited until 1951. 

- -He travelled frequently and exten¬ 
sively in Africa- In 1961, at the 
height of the troubles in the Congo, 
he escaped from- Katanga to give a 
graphic account of what he described 
as the hatred between blacks and 

- whites which, he said, was being 
exacerbated by the United Nations 
troops there. - s . 

- After contesting 'Dudley in 1951 . 
and'Rugby in 1 955 .he was elected 
Qmservative ; .MP foe Omudriik in .. 
19.70. He was adivem Ahgfo-Jewish ; 
affairs and was a. founder member of * 
the Conservative QumnonweaWi 
. CoundL the AngkbRhcxtesian Soci¬ 
ety and theAngfo-Zatrabar Society. - 
The decolonisation process in Afri¬ 
ca was of particular concern to Soref. 
He expounded the conventional 
right-wing argument that neither 
whites nor moderate blacks wanted 
to see what bad taken 70 years to 
build from the jungle destroyed 
overnight by a policy of too much' 
haste^in political’advancement He 
thus opposed sanctions against Rho¬ 
desia and was a vociferous supporter 
of the Ian Smith government In 
South. Africa, he said, alternative 



government would inevitably be a 
Marxist revolutionary regime, and 
he condemned the government and 
charities for funding African Nation¬ 
alist guerrillas. 

Britain, he d eclare d on one occa¬ 
sion. was becoming a “Tom Tiddler’s 
ground for expatriate revolutionaries 
and trouble-makers” and he called 
for the accelerated deportation of 
foreign agitators and the barring of 
such potential viators as American 


black power advocates, foe "Yippie" 
Jerry Rubin, and the German-bom 
student activist. Rudi Dutschke. 

Soref s reactionary views were as 
comprehensive as they were consis¬ 
tent He spoke out about the poor 
quality of service on British Rail, the 
Post Office and foe National Health 
Service and foe overmanning and 
over-paying in foe newspaper 
industry. 

In 1971. when liberal sympathies 


were in the ascendancy, he was one of 
a minority of Conservative MPs who 
believed the Heath government 
should give a stronger lead in 
opposing liberal trends of morality. 
He took issue in the House of 
Commons with the then home 
secretary. Reginald Maud ling. who. 
in answer to MPs* concerns, said he 
detected a change away from the 
growth oT pornography, and believed 
people were beginning to turn away 
from violence and degrading sex and 
to rediscover the joys of love and 
human emotion. 

Harold Soref was nor convinced. 
With foe “permissive effusions” of 

foe BBC and sex education films, he 
said, ix was “hardly surprising that 
!1-year-old girls needed abortions 
and that there was an alarming 
spread of venereal disease". The 
country was in danger of “subsidis¬ 
ing blasphemy and obscenity' 
through foe Arts CounriL" 

Marginal though his views may 
have been, in the tense political 
temperature of foe time he was a ripe 
target for left-wing anger when he 
was invited to speak on foe subject of 
immigration ai a meeting of foe 
Oxford University Monday Club in 
May 1974. The National Union of 
Students had decided earlier to break 
up right-wing Conservative meetings 
and 40 minutes into his speech Soref 
was forced to flee out of foe meeting- 
room and across a wall when a mob 
of about 20 gate-crashers disrupted 
the gathering. 

A few months earlier he had lost 
his parliamentary seat, at least partly 
due to the effects of boundary 
changes, and he never found a 
constituency to fight again. One 
further drama befell Soref. When one 
of his neighbours, a businessman, 
was shot and killed in November 
] 974 Scotland Yard detectives derid¬ 
ed ft was a case of mistaken identity 
by IRA gunmen and that Soref had 
been the real target 

Seven years later he resigned from 
foe Monday Chrb, having lost confi¬ 
dence in what he considered foe 
graceless style of is political leader¬ 
ship. Soref was a bachelor. 



HANS BAUR 


Hans Banr, Hitler's - 
personal pflot from 1932 
until foe Fuhrei's death. 

; died on February 17 aged 
; 95. He was born in 
r MnnidJ in Jane 1897. 

HANS BAUR was probably 
the final survivor of those who 
saw Hitler in his last days: He 
was also a key_witness after foe 
war t insisting, at a time of 
widespread confusion, that 
both Hitter, and Eva Braun 
killed themsdves in the burn¬ 
ing ruins of the Berlin chan¬ 
cellery, although he himself 
did not see their bodies. He 
' said Hitler bad toTd him as he 
took his leave that he intended 
to commit suicide because the 
situation was hopeless. 

T Hans Baurwas a loyal and 
higWjKiecoiated servant of 
file FQhrer. He had been a 
. fighter ace iri foe first world 
. war and shot down, nine allied 
aircraft before becoming a 
pilot for the Erst German post 
- office air mail service. In 
1926, he became a flight 
' captain for the civil airline, 
Lufthansa, and regularly flew 
the Munich-Mil an-Rome 
route. In 1921' he joined the 
fledgling Nazi, party and was 
one of Hitler’s earliest support¬ 


ers as he rose to the leadership 
of the NSDAP (National So¬ 
cialist German Workers 
Party). 

In 1932, a year before the 
Nazi seizure of power, Baur 
became Hitler's personal pflot, 
flying him to party meetings 
and rallies all over the country 
in a special version of that 
indefatigable Luftwaffe work¬ 
horse, foe' three-engined 
Junkers Ju52 transport air¬ 
craft. Later, after-Hitler had 
become chancellor, foe air¬ 
craft Baur piloted became 
more splendid, as befitted his 
boss's enhanced status. Even¬ 
tually Baur graduated to the 
four-engined, long-range re¬ 
connaissance bomber, the 
Focke-Wulf Fw200 Kondon 
besides being the bane of 
Atlantic convoys it was. much 
prized by Hitler as an impres¬ 
sive example of German air¬ 
craft technology which he 
could brandish before his opp¬ 
osite number, Mussolini, on 
his visit to the Duce in Italy in 
1943. Barn's privileged pos¬ 
ition carried with itthe rank of 
general. 

In foe final days of the war 
Baurwas with the Nazi hierar¬ 
chy in Berlin as the Russians 
dosed in. and flew a number 
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of difficult missions out of the 
tily. taking out papers and 
bringing in some of the last 
people to see Hitler alive. His 
last order was to take Martin 
Bormann to safely, but with 
the Russians then virtually in 
full control of the dty he was 
unable to take off. He always 
maintained that Bormann 
was killed in his attempt to flee 
from foe bunker, and consis¬ 
tently refuted assertions that 
the Reichsminister had es¬ 
caped to safety in South 
America. 

Captured by the advancing 
Russians, Baur spent ten years 
as a Soviet prisoner-of-war. He 
had been severely wounded in 
the final days of fighting and 
later had to have part of one 
leg amputated by the Rus¬ 
sians. He was to have been 
brought back to Berlin under 
armed guard by the Russians 
foraweekin 1946 to testify to 
the death of Hitler but, before 
he set out. the order was 
countermanded, and he 
found himself sentenced to 25 
years’ hard labour. 

The ten years he actually 
spent in foe Soviet Union were 
punctuated fry regular and 
brutal interviews with foe 
MGB (predecessor of foe 
KGB) whose officers, perhaps 
understandably, simply could 
not believe that such a dose 
associate of the FQhrer could 
have so little knowledge of the 
workings of foe party and 
government machines of the 
Third Reich. Throughout this 
gruelling experience Bauer 
stuck to his story that he had 
been nothing more than Hit¬ 
ler's aerial chauffeur. 

Baur finally returned to 
Germany in October 1955, 
settling in Hensching am 
Ammersee in upper Bavaria, 
where he lived until his death. 


In his autobiography. Hit¬ 
ler's Pilot, published in Eng¬ 
lish in 1958, he asserted 
afresh that his job had been 
merely to ferry Hitler and that 
he knew nothing of the atroc¬ 
ities of his master's regime. 
The book gave insights into 
Hitler's character in other 
respects: his fascination for 
women, his sentimentality 
about animals, his ability to 
bend foe wills of others to his 
own. However, on total revela¬ 
tion it feU short Given Bain's 
disciplined. Teutonic manner 
it had dearly never occurred to 
him to gossip with Hiller and 
thereby gainer a store of 
potentially marketable 
information. 

During foe investigations 
into the forged Hitler diaries 
in April 1983 considerable 
attention focused again on 
Baur, as the forgers insisted 
that he knew that a number of 
key documents had been 
flown out of the chancellery in 
the final days. However, at 
though he daimed he remem¬ 
bered Hitler's distress at 
hearing of foe crash of a plane 
which had taken his personal 
papers out of Berlin, his 
testimony (by then he was 86) 
was dearly flawed and threw 
doubt on some of his other 
wartime recollections. 

Baur was a holder of many 
awards inducting the Bavar¬ 
ian medal of courage: he 
remained a defender of Hitler 
and foe Nazi party until his 
death. His family did not 
announce it immediately, in¬ 
serting a notice in foe 
Suddeutsche Zeiturg after foe 
private family funeral had 
already taken place. The no¬ 
tice said that Baur had been 
“called to his last take-off". 

His wife predeceased him; 
he leaves four children. 


Ricardo Arias 
Espinosa 

A FORMER president of 
Panama, Ricardo Arias 
Espinosa, died on March 15 
aged 80. 

The country's third presi¬ 


dent in a fortnight Arias 
Espinosa succeeded President 
Camera Who was assassinated 
at ffie races in Panama City in 
January 1955. A newcomer to 
politics, his tenure was undis¬ 
tinguished and he was re¬ 
placed in the 1956 elections by 
Ernesto de la Guardia. 


ANTHONY 

BOWLES 


Anthony Bowles, 
composer and musical 
director, died in London 
on March 16 of an Aids- 
related illness aged 61. 

He was born on 

September IS, 1931. 

AS THE original musical 
director of some of Andrew 
Lloyd Webber's early hit musi¬ 
cals: Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolour Dreamcocu, Je¬ 
ms Christ Superstar and 
Evita. Anthony Bowles is cred¬ 
ited with an influential role in 
foe initial success of the 
Webber-Rice style of show 
which, in foe view of many, 
saved the British musical as a 
form of popular entertain¬ 
ment. Bowles also had a career 
as a composer in his own right 
with such musicals as Man¬ 
drake and Love in the Coun¬ 
try. and he orchestrated a 
number of other works. 

After leaving Amersham 
Grammar School at 16 
Bowles was briefly hired as a 
pit pianist for variety shows at 
foe Royal Hippodrome, East¬ 
bourne, before studying at the 
Royal Academy of Music 
(1948-53). He then spent 
three years as a schoolmaster 
in London before getting a 
series of jobs as pianist or 
repetiteur in small shows. He 
got his first real break in 1956 
when he was appointed musi¬ 
cal director for John Cranko's 
Cranks (featuring among oth¬ 
ers. Anthony Newfey). which 
ran in London and on Broad¬ 
way. 

Thereafter he was much in 
demand both for stage and 
film productions and Ids 
range as a musical director 
was extended when he became 
associated with the early 


shows from the Lloyd- 
Webber-Rice team. He was 
musical director for Joseph 
and the Amazing TechnicoJ- 
our Dreamcoat, the pop can¬ 
tata which took British 
audiences by storm in 1968. 
long before its apotheosis as a 
full blown stage musical: Jesus 
Christ Superstar (1971): and 
Eviia (1978). 

His own work as a compos¬ 
er was on a smaller scale, and 
was. on foe whole, confined to 
smaller audiences: Shut up 
and Sing was produced by 
RADA in 1960 and Excuse 
Me for Living by LAM DA 
(where Bowles was music di¬ 
rector. 1963-73) in 1964. 
Mandrake (Criterion, 1970} 
was a combination of medi¬ 
eval jongleur-style humour 
and foe giggles of risque 
Victorian revue. Love in the 
Country, originally written for 
his LAM DA students, was a 
Guildhall School of Music 
production in 1974 while 
among other shows which 
Bowles orchestrated was Fire 
Angel (Her Majesty’s. 
London. 1976) — a version of 
Shakespeare's Merchant of 
Venice set in foe New York 
underworld. 

Bowles also taught at the 
Guildhall School of Music 
and had had periods as musi¬ 
cal director for many major 
houses, including the Nat¬ 
ional Theatre, London (1966- 
7). and the Stungart Ballet 
Theatre (1973-4). Among his 
film work was the musical 
direction for Isadora, directed 
by Karel Reisz and starring 
Vanessa Redgrave. 

As a tribute to Bowles, his 
musical Love in the Country 
will be staged at the Almeida 
Theatre. London, next month. 


THE REV ROBERT 
WICKHAM 


The Rev Robert (Bob) 
Wickham, headmaster of 
Twyford School (1937- 
1963) and influential 
figure in foe preparatory 
school world, died on 
March 7 aged 87. He was 
born on June 14,1905. 

THE fourth Wickham to be¬ 
come headmaster of Twyford 
School, Bob Wickham was 
both an innovator and a 
traditionalist who believed in 
the importance of teaching 
science as much as the classics 
to his prepschool pupils. 

Robert George Wickham 
started his own education at 
Twyford, where he was a 
contemporary of Richard 
Crossman, before going on to 
Winchester where he became 
dose friends with Hugh Gaii- 
skell. He later read history, as 
an exhibitioner at Hertford 
College, Oxford, and then 
theology at Wyclifie Hall, be¬ 
fore being ordained in 1929. 

After eight years on the staff 
at Marlborough, during 
which he was part-time chap¬ 
lain to some nearby racing 
stables and also to foe local 
Toe H, he became headmaster 
of Twyford. The school, whose 
probable origins date back to 
1680, has been attended over 
the years by Alexander Pope 
and Hubert Parry. 

Much modernisation was 
needed. There were only 37 
boys in foe school when 
Wickham arrived and virtual¬ 
ly no future bookings. When 
he retired in 1963 it was 
necessary to enter a child’s 
name before his first birthday 
for a place to be assured. Brian 
Trubshaw of Concorde fame 
spent two terms with foe new 
headmaster and vividly re¬ 
members Fred, the one-legged 
lamplighter (there was no 
electricity), while Douglas 
Hurd, an early entrant in 
Wickham’s time, has the 
warmest recollections of his 
youthful humanity and of the 
kindness of his wife Betty. 

After years spent overcom¬ 
ing first foe wartime problems 
of rationing and air-raid 
warnings — the school is only 
12 miles from Southampton 



— and then the normal peace¬ 
time problems, humdrum and 
fascinating, of a headmaster's 
life, teaming classics and 
scripture. Wickham was cata¬ 
pulted to prominence on a 
wider stage. Following a pro¬ 
vocative speech he made at the 
1957 Conference of foe Incor¬ 
porated Association of Prepa¬ 
ratory Schools, he was elected 
to foe association’s councfl. He 
was fully involved in the first 
curriculum document. “Foun¬ 
dations”. in which a science 
syllabus was recommended, 
and was to later play an 
important part in foe intro¬ 
duction of science teaching to 
preparatory schools. Chair¬ 
man of foe council of LAPS in 
1963 and 1964. he went on to 
serve as its vice-president from 
1976 onwards. 

Wickham was forward- 
thinking on education and 
saw foe way that things should 
necessarily go. He had foe gift 
of malting himself an expert in 
spheres in which he had had 
no formal training. But he was 
also a modest man and always 
glad to listen to what others 
had to say. He set high 
standards without insisting on 
them but those around him 
found it natural to fotlow his 
example. 

He married, in 1932. Betty 
Porter who died in 1972. 
Theirson David survives them 
and served as headmaster of 
Twyford himself from 1963 
until 1983. the fifth of his 
name to hold that position. 


TERROR DURING 
LAST YEARS OF 
STALIN 

REPORTED SPEECH OF 
MR. KHRUSHCHEV 

BONN. March 16 

According to reports from Communist 
sources which reached here today, a bitter 
attack on Stalin was made by Mr. Khru¬ 
shchev In a three-and-a-half hour speech to 
the security session of the recera congress of 
the Communist Party' of the Soviet Union in 
Moscow on February 25, the day before the 
congress ended. 

During the session, which is reported to 
have lasted until 4 a.nu Mr. Khrushchev is 
said to have painted a vivid picture of foe 
regime of “ suspicion, fear and terror’’ which 
prevailed under Stalin, especially in his last 
years. The decision to throw open the terrible 
secrets of the Stalin era is stated to have been 
readied because it was felt to be the only way 
of breaking the magic of the “ Stalin cuh” 
which had gripped Soviet dozens for 30 
years. 

An edited anc slightly shortened vroicn of 

the speech is said to have been produced for 
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March 17 1956 


Three years after the death of Stalin (1879- 
1953) began rhe debunking of his achieve¬ 
ments and leadership, culminating in 1961 
with the removal of his embalmed body from 
Lenin’s mausoleum and its reburial outride 
the Kremlin. 

the instruction of the public. Al the same time 
a secret document is reported to have been 
prepared from Stalin's archives for members 
of foe central committee of foe Communist 
Pany. 

Mr. Khrushchev is reported to have said in 
his speech that Stalin decimated foe Com¬ 
munist Party by purges, especially in the years 
1936-38. Fiw thousand of Russia's best 
officers were “ murdered ” during foe blood 

baths which followed the secret trial for 
treason of Marshal Tukhacbevsky in 1937. 

In 1936, when Stalin and Zhdanov were on 
holiday in foe Crimea, Stalin had sent a 


telegram to Mr. Molotov. Mr. Malenkov, and 
others saying that Stalin and Zhdanov had 
decided that Yagoda was not coping properly 
with his work as Chief of the N.K.V.D. and 
should be displaced by Yezhov. A coded 
telegram followed from Stalin shortly after¬ 
wards, ordering that foe opposition should be 
“ physically annihilated,'’ which was a favour¬ 
ite expression of his, and thus the great purges 
had begun. Mr. Krushchev is reported also to 
have said that there was suspicion that Stalin 
was implicated in the murder of Kirov... 

Even the members of the Politburo lived in 
fear when they were summoned by Stalin. 
They never knew whether they would return. 
Once Marshal Bulganin is stated to have told 
Mr. Kruchschev that he had been called to 
Stalin's dacha (villa] and did not know 
whether he would end up at a reception or in 
prison. Stalin dealt with his subordinates by 
shouting at them- 

Towards the end of his life Stalin had 
considered Marshal Voroshilov a British spy 
and had refused to let him take parr in foe 
work of the Politburo. In foe same period Mr. 
Molotov had been placed under house arrest 
and displaced as Foreign M mister by Vyshin¬ 
sky, though he retained the tide of deputy 
Prime Minister, Mrs. Molotov was under 
arrest for a considerable rime... 




IT 




























































































































































THE TIMES TODAY 


WEDNESDAY MARCH 17 1993* 



Lamont puts tax on the future 

■ Norman Lament presented Britain with the prospect of 

three years of sharply rising taxes as he delivered a make-or- 
break Budget that startled MPs by its boldness and 
toughness. Within minutes of sitting down, he had received a 
strong endorsement from John Major. He appeared to have 
strengthened his immediate position-Page 1 

Fuel anger and transport delight 

■ The Chancellor was under fire from Labour and from 

some of his own supporters over his swingeing new tax on 
domestic gas and electricity bills. But two of the country’s 
largest transport projects were given the green light — the 
£2.5 billion Channel tunnel high-speed link to London and 
the £300 million rail link between Heathrow and the 
capital.Page 1 


Policeman’s tears 

A policeman broke down in tears 
at the Old Bailey as he described 
the seconds in which Special 
Constable Glenn Goodman was 
shot dead by an Irish gunman 
who then fired four bullets into 
him__Page 3 

Bin thanks 

John Bin. facing calls for his 
resignation as director-general 
of the BBC for avoiding tax on 
his salary, said: “I have been 
enormously heartened by the 
strong support I have had in 
recent days from dose colleagues 
and from many others”.. Page 3 

Fishermen’s lament 

Britain's 16.800 fishermen are 
chafing against what they see as 
unreasonably restrictive catch 
quotas imposed by the European 
Commission to conserve dwin¬ 
dling stocks in foe North Sea 
and say they are being forced out 
of business_Page 5 

Rail memories 

A forgotten cavern, almost cathe- 
dral-like in scale, which was built 
by Robert Stephenson to enable 


Chancellor’s speech 

Mr Lamont spoke for an hour 
and 52 minutes. An edited text is 
on__Pages 15-17 

Market welcome 

The budget was welcomed by the 
markets because of the dose of 
realism which it brought to fore¬ 
casts for the economy- Page 11 

Green cheer 

The energy taxes were greeted 
with two cheers by green groups. 
A third cheer was withheld 
because of suspicion that Nor¬ 
man Lamont was more interest¬ 
ed in raising revenue.... Page 22 


Euston station to become Lon¬ 
don's first rail passenger termi¬ 
nus. could soon be publicly 
revealed for foe first time in 150 
years_Page 7 

General’s deal 

Yugoslavia's army chief. General 
Zivota Panic, has visited Bagh¬ 
dad to talk about the “common 
destiny of foe Iraqi and Yugoslav 
peoples" and discuss arms-for-oil 
deals_...Page 8 

Tourist attack 

A bomb exploded outside Cairo’s 
antiquities museum, a favourite 
spot for foreign visitors which 
houses foe world's finest collec¬ 
tion of Pharaonic treasures. No 
one was hurt but five buses were 
damaged in this latest attack in 
foe terrorist campaign.. Page 10 

Korean plea 

In a move that would infuriate 
the North. South Korea may ask 
America to leave behind some of 
the miUtary forces now holding 
joint exercises with its own 
troops. North Korea has already 
declared itself to be in a state of 
“semi-war”...Page 19 


Road complaint 

Motoring organisations said 
that costs will jump by more than 
£600 million a year—Page 13 

50p benefit 

AD personal tax allowances were 
frozen and the 20p tax band 
widened by £500 to £2,500, giv¬ 
ing a benefit of 50 pence a week 
to most taxpayers - Page 14 

Families hit 

More indirect tax and less mort¬ 
gage relief will chip away at fam¬ 
ilies' incomes but VAT on 
domestic fuel will hit the 
hardest-Page 18 


THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 19,180 


mmm 


ACROSS 

1 Run through composition with¬ 
out introduction of reeds (6). 

4 Loaded volatile new fuel in rear 

( 8 ). 

10 Better prepared for study? That’s 

right (7)- 

12 Abide by notice (7). 

12 Diamonds worn by celebrity well 
in evidence (10). 

13 Animal bade in the long grass 
(4). 

15 High level transport by iaQ, fit 
for commuting (7). 

17 Excd in public work (7). 

19 Long time hero put in shade (7). 

21 Join passengers in Orient ex¬ 
press. say about noon (7). 

23 Humid environment needed for 
fine threads (4). 

24 Cryptic due associated with a 
sport for a gambler (10). 

Solution to Puzzle No 19,179 
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27 Left on the board victorious, 
though losing bishop (7). 

28 Wounded eagle in descent (7). 

29 Farm workerspcssfoly leaving us 
in the lurch (8). 

30 Take command to cut off capital 
(61- 

DOWN 

1 A breach in a leaf of the family 
tree (9). 

2 He’s left foe company and de- 


3 Cockney friend catches cold — 
wrap him in this warm coveting? 
( 10 ). 

5 Unrestrained infantry suffer de¬ 
feat. securing nothing (9). 

5 A record tip (4). 

7 Serious money in deposit (7). 

8 Some light reading in the flight 
(5). 

9 Girl losing bead in song (4). 

14 Heartless potentate sent lice to 
spread plague (10). 

14 Tool for getting in can undo 
entrances to every room (3-6). 

18 Correspondent in enclosure 
accompanied by Society member 
(3-6). 

20 Find fault with student entry and 
turn away (7). 

22 Motivate one getting uptight 
inside (7). 

23 Rolled around, being hurt (5). 

25 Youngster left in bed (4). 

26 Bring follow — going to eat out 
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Frontline prince: the Prince of Wales in Split yesterday meeting British sohders serving with the TIN forces. Pages 3,8 



Takeover faBe: The bid by Airtours 
for Owners Abroad failed with 
Airtours controlling only 43.5 per 
cent. The Thomas Cook stake 
tipped the scales-Page 27 

Budding toss; George Wfmpey. 
Britain's biggest builder, has 
plunged to a £112 million loss after 
a “realistic review” wiped El 14 mil¬ 
lion ofthevaiueofits properties. All 
its divisions saw lower operating 
profits-Page 29 

Markets: A sharp fall in shares in 
the early stages of foe budget 
speech was reversed towards foe 
dose to leave die FT-SE 100 share 
index 3.1 points down at 2919.3. 
The pound gained to $1.4450 and 
DM2.3985 .Page 30 


Racing: Granville Again, riddenby 
Peter Scudamore, held off a late 
surge by 50-1 outsider Royal Derbi 
to win the Champion Hurdle by a 
length at Cheltenham—Page 52 

Ba d minton: Five nriQkm people 
play badminton in England yet 
Darren Hall, sax times the national 
champion and former European 
champkm, is more likely to be rec¬ 
ognised on the streets of Jakarta 
than in his home town of 
Chingford-Page 50 


Cricket: England's cricketers, who 
enjqyed a rest day yesterday, win be 
under pressure to score runs quick¬ 
ly in their second inning if they are 
to stand a chance of winning the 
Sri Lanka Test_Page 48 


Setting tho tone: On their first 
morning in the White House, foe 
Clintons were shocked to be woken 
by a ste war d as they lay in their 
double bed. The president and 
First Lady sent foe hapless follow 
packing. Martin Fletcher on White 

House changed---Page 21 

Lucky dip: “The fashion, industry 
has finally caught up with those of 
us who wear second-hand doftes 
on principle'’ Philip Howard on 
dead men’s ckrthes_Page 20 


ArmanJgate: Tomorrow foe BBC 
governors confront a leadership cri¬ 
sis. Peter Fiddick traces the 
story.-1_Page 36 | 


Observatory restored: After a £2m 
restoration, the Old Royal Observa¬ 
tory in Greenwich opens to the 
public again. Wren’s magnificent 
Octagon Roam and 16 other gal¬ 
leries have been returned to their 
original splendour.-._l Page 41 

Bench plays Shaffer Dame Judi 
Dench's describes her role in Peter 
Shafieris “terrorist" play. The Gift 
of the Gorgon, as “the hardest part 
I bane ever played'* _Page 42 

Princess analysed: Last night 
Channel 4 broadcast a documenta¬ 
ry about tiie Princess of Wales 
made by the American academic 
Camille Paglia. Princess Diana is 

"the ultimate feminis t of the end of 

the century" ..—Page 41 



Carol White will be 
seen again in Cathy 
Come Home when 
Channel 4 screens the 
drama about the 
homeless for the first 
time in 17 years 
Page 5 


Jacques Chirac, the 
Gauuist leader, is 
promising that if the 
right wins the French 
election next week¬ 
end, CAP reforms wiD 
be dismantled 
Pages 


The siege erf David 
Koreshandhis 
followers in Waco has 
now lasted longer 
than the other famous 
Texan stand-off—at 
the Alamo 
Page 19 


THE TIMES TOMORROW 


Inside the torturer’s mind 

■ Sousa Jamba's new novel is a horrifying account,., 
told with black humour, of the gradual corruption of 
a young Angolan who becomes a mixture of Mr 
Pooter and Mr Kurtz 

Heathrow at a standstill 

■ The race is on for Europe’s transport centre but 
the new express rail link between Paddingtofi and 
Heathrow will do little for London’s chances agaipst 
Paris unless the airport is developed. 

Hollywood gets it wrong 

■ Great star performance; great subject—so Mtere 
did Hoffa, the latest Hollywood political biopic, go so 
disastrouslywrong? 


There have been 21 murders in 
three years, gun banks are com¬ 
monplace and Law-abiding citizens 
fear foeir lives. And it s happening 
in a British city. Dispatches (Chan¬ 
nel 4.9pm)..— Plage 51 




A taxing day 

If “the budget is the message", as ^ 
an Ameri can commentator once 
said, Norman Lamont was a pow¬ 
erful messenger for the govern¬ 
ment yesterday. He succeeded in 
restoring some sense of determ¬ 
ination to a front bench of minis¬ 
ters who for months have seemed to 
be drifting purposelessly from dra¬ 
ma to drama —_—.—Page 23 

Training for recovery 

While demand for labour is low. 
those who are out of work should 
spend the time productively, learn¬ 
ing skills that MU be needed when 
the economy picks up-Page 23 


SIMON JENKINS 

Downing Street hopes that foe cab¬ 
inet will be deterred from breach¬ 
ing spending targets when it knows 
that means instantly higher taxes. 
J r may also hope that pigs wiD fly. 
Each minister will surety collude in 
higher taxes rather than sacrifice a 
pet spending project Lode at 
spendthrift Washington. Twill take 
bets on the Treasury re-separat¬ 
ing its spending and revenue 
statements before foe decade is 


ALAN COREN 

A day or so ago, I bought a pack of . 
Snk Cut, peeled ns Cellophane, M 
flipped its lid, plucked its foil off, 
and gasped. Doesn't surprise me, 
foe smug will cry, smoking serious¬ 
ly damages health, the poor sod 
cannot even open a pack these days 
without tiie effort of putting a ma¬ 
jor drain on his guttering constitu¬ 
tion: but you are wrong, at least in 
the matter of the gasp-—Page 22 


The owner ofasmall business be¬ 
moans tire amount of time and 
money involved in dealing with the 
demands of bureaucracy-Page 23 


The underlying reality of foe situa¬ 
tion is that foe second Russian 
revolution, will not be complete un¬ 
til the constitution and the parlia¬ 
mentarians from theanden regime 
ate replaced. New elections wfli not 
endconflirt between the president 
and his opposition. — The Wall 
1 ‘ ’ Street Journal 


For tho latest region by rag 
hours a day, <SaTo89i 900 
appropriate coda. 

Greater London- 

Kon^Sumiy .Susan- 

DonetHams&lOW- 

Dawn & Cornwall- 

Wl B.«OucaAH>qSoms- 

Berta .Bocks. Chon- 

Bad&Hnts & Eases—-- 

Norio>r > Su1ft)I^Camb9~- 

West kM & Sft Gtan & Gwent 

Shrope>iereftl8&Wares- 

Central MMndk- 

ButMfcteKfs- 


NWEngtand- 

W&S1fate& Dates- 

NE England- 

Cumbria & taka District- 

SW Scotland---- 

W Central Scotend--— 

EcSn SFHalLoMan & Borders. 

E Central Scotland_ 

Grampian & Ellwands_ 

NW Scotland_ 

CMhMMXMnw & Shetland. 
N Intend- 

Westhercall is charged at i 
(cheap rale) and 48p par mi 
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followed by the 
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38p per minute 
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For the latest AA traffic and road¬ 
works information, 24 hours a day, 
dial 0336 401 followed by the 
appropriate code. 

London & SE (raffle, roadworks 

C. London {Wtttiin N & S Circs.)-731 

M-ways/roads M4-M1_ 732 

M-waysftoads Ml-Darttarti T-733 

W-waysM)acteDffllfonlT-M23-734 

M-WBW/badS M23-M4-735 

M25 London Orbital arty.._736 

National traffic and roadworics 
National motorways-737 

West Country_738 

Wales-739 

Midlands--740 

East Angia-—-7<l 

North-west England_742 

North-east England_743 

Scotland ---744 

Northern Ireland- 745 

AA Roadwaich Is charged at 38p per 
minute (cheap rate) and 48p per minute 
at ail other times. 


Northwest England, North 
Wales and Scotland wffl be 
doudy with outbreaks of rain. The rain will be more patchy and 
light over Wales and central England. The rest of England and 
Wales will be mainly dry. The best of any sunny intervals w3l be 
east of the Pennines and in the southeast It wffl remain warm in 
the smith, but cooler and windy in the north. Outlook;, rain 
dealing south, then brighter with scattered showers. 
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RENT OR BUY? 37-40 


find a 
market coming 
to life again 



ARTS 4143 


Restoring the 
glory of Wren’s 
Observatory 



SPORT 48-52 


Darren Hall 
primed for 
centre stage 


HOWJV1R MOP 
CLEANED UP " 
£4 BILLION 

Page 35 
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[ BUSUIE3! 
| TODAY 


HOPING 




George Wimpey. the 
builder, plunged to a 
£] 12.4 million pre-tax 
loss in 1992 after write¬ 
offs but insists the worst 
is now over . 

Page 29 
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PASSING 


Simon Engineering 


. dividend.after 
incurring attributable 
losses of £7.8 nuflkm 
lasfyear 
Page 28 

—--—4- 


WARNING 




over advance in 


borrowing target to £50bn 


■ Oil companies, stores, construction 
groups and distillers were seen fay the stock 
market as most likely to benefit from tbs 
Budget and car dealers are optimistic 


By George Stvejll, Martin Waller and Michael Clark 


THE City last night wel¬ 
comed ftte Budget as being 
good for the medium-term 
outlook but while traders 
welcomed the proposed rev¬ 
enue increases, some big 
investors were unsettled by 
the Chancellor’s public 
borrowingcalculations. 

Mart.CKffe.duef econo¬ 
mist at Nomura, said: “The 
Chancellor's tax-raising mea¬ 
sures are' dearly aimed at 
soothing concerns about the 
burden of g3t funding in the 
medium term. The ride in the 
pre-axmounced tax increases is 
that they will adversely affect 
consumer sentiment and jeo¬ 
pardise the hopes for recovery. 

~ r'TliiSbudget is a massive 
e x per im ent ;.*irr. pre-announc¬ 
ing substantial tax increases - 
axxLtheremn'be considerable 


Sir Denys Hepdenshn; 
chairman oHCLgrtes 
-• warning that the . . 

chemicals industry •■-V 
must deanup its act to . 
survive in die 1990s- 
'■ Page27. 
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of the economy and the i 
dal markets" 

Botortegilt fotnresahdthe 
cart market felLfagr about one 
point after Mr Lambrit fore- : 
cast that public borrowing 
would reach £50 bflKnn in , 
19Q34,. against expectations 
Of £44 baBon. With foe FT-SE 
UK) index dosing down 3.1 
jpoittts : at 2,9193,;- after - an 


THE POUND 


US*. 


.1.4450 (+0.0120) 


German martc_23985 (+0.01W) 
Exchengeindex-—.77.7 {+05} 
Bank of England official dose 
(4pm) 


STOCK MARKET 

FT-SE 100 -—__ 2919.3 (■S-l} 
Dow Jones -3443.78 (+1.35)* 
Mfckei Avg _.1798850 (-11758) 


INTEREST RATES 

London Bank Bass-896 

3-month Interbank... S l0 «»-5 ,s »^& 

US Federal Funds-3%* 


3 -month Trea® Ms 258-297%* 
Long Bend-— 690%* 


CURRENCIES 

Mew York: - London: 

£$'_1A453* £$-1.4450 

$£M .15830* £DM -24030 
$.-SWIr. 15225* £SVWr_i2008 
£Rr —5.8530* CFfr —8.1895 
$;Yen .116.82* £Yen-.168.88 
CSOR -1.0451 EECU ..15360 
London Fanax market ciose • 


GOLD 


London Fixing 
AM 329.00. 


PM 329.00 


Close _32851+328.70 

New York: 

Comer32&85-329-3S* 


RETAIL PRICES 

API Ii37fl January (1-7%) 


Shares are Kkriy to fall when.. 
themartet opens dm mom- 
irig^The pound heldsteady at 
■a fraction under DM2.40- 
• Oil shares rose sharply on 
the abolition of petroleum 
revenue lax (PRTI^ on new 
NorthSeafields and a reduc¬ 
tion in' the rate on existing 
fidds from 75 to 50 per cent 
Britirt Petniidim rose 9p to 
295p, Shfifl Transport and 
Trading 2p to 580p' and 
Enteprite vflrose 5pto492p ; 
By the official doSe. ' 

Fergus Mac&eod. an ana- 
fystat NatWest Markets, said: , 
“ It lookslike a windfall for the 
big old [North Seal fiddsL** To 
co mpCTs ate for the' abolition. 
of PRT, a range of tax allow-. 
ances on new fields will also 
go. BP was the biggest payer 
of PRT last year but was last 
night still, recalculating the 
chan gel Analysis reckon on a 
rough cash flow benefit of 
£ 130 . million a year to BP. 

While brewers were urihap^- 
py at beer and wine duty 
increases of 5 per cent shares 
in distillers rose after the 
decision not to raise taxes on 
whisky. Guinness earns, two 
thirds of its profits from spirits 
and the shares rose 1.5p to 
495p--Tbe company reports 
fall-year , results tomorrow. 
Among the independent dis¬ 
tilleries, Invergordon Distill¬ 
ers was^p ahead at 275p- 


Building and construction 
issues advanced in anticipa¬ 
tion of increased spending on 
infrastructure. Stores im¬ 
proved with companies like 
WH Smith, recently de¬ 
pressed by the threat of a 
widening in the VAT net to 
take in books and newspapers, 
recovering lOp to 445p Car 
dealers and motor component 
issues were unmoved by the 
expected increases in petrol 
and vehicle exrise duty. 

International conglomer¬ 
ates'and oil and gas com¬ 
panies will benefit the most 
from the changing advance 
corporation tax (ACT). The 
new regime allows dividends 
to be paid out of foreign 
earnings. This will reduce the 
burden on foreign-earning 
companies as it win entail no 
ACT payment However, it 
will leave shareholders with 
their own tax liability on the 
dividend, as the dividend will 
come with no tax credit 
Companies with toe largest 
unrecoverable ACT problems 
ar present are Hanson, BAT. 
Trafalgar House and Lornhb. 

.. Imposition of VAT on do¬ 
mestic fad bills is unlikely to 
affect gas consumption in a 
big way, analysts said. .Plans to 
impose VAT on domestic pow¬ 
er bills should have lxtde 
impact cm profits of regional 
electricity companies, analysts 
said, while consumption pat¬ 
terns were unlikely to change 
in face of the new levy. “In any 
, event they [dedridty com¬ 
panies] will be passing on the 
charge in fan,” one analyst 
said. 
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Airtours 
loses 
fight for 
Owners 


By Martin Waller 

DEPUTY CITY EDITOR 


AIRTOURS has suffered a 
humiliating rebuff in its hos¬ 
tile £290 million bid for Own¬ 
ers Abroad, its rival holiday 
tour operator, after a last- 
minute sale of shares by an 
institutional shareholder. 

Airtours had gained accep¬ 
tances from 43 per cent of 
Owners’ shares as toe bid 
dosed yesterday afternoon 
and was left with a holding of 
about 8 per cent of its quarry, 
built up during the bid, which 
has now formally lapsed. 

A dose result had been 
expected but most City com¬ 
mentators had been forecast¬ 
ing an Airtours win. Those 
expectations were frustrated 
by Monday's market raid on 
Owners shares by Thomas 
Cook, which had already 
made its own tender offer for 
12.5 per cent of the company 
as part of a proposed link 
between toe two businesses. 

Part of the 8.4 per cent of 
Owners that Cook gained 
from the raid came from 
Gartmore, toe fund manager 
with a 7 percent holding that 
had been widely expected to 
accept Airtours’ offer. 
Gartmore informed the stock 
exchange yesterday it had sold 
a third of its stake on Monday. 

Those shares went Into the 
Cook holding and appear to 
have been sufficient to frus¬ 
trate Airtours* ambitions to 
control as much as a third of 
the Britirt holiday industry. 

Owners shares fell as the 
result became knowhTehding 
12p lower at 126p,-. while 
Airtours dropped N p to' 
327p. David Crossland, chair¬ 
man of Airtours. said he was 
disappointed by toe success of 
the "spoiling action” by Cook 
and its German partner. LTU. 

He added that, given the 
last moment share sales, 
“more than half toe share¬ 
holders in Owners Abroad, 
have effectively shown their 
unwillingness to support toe 
company's future direction.” 

Howard Klein, the chair¬ 
man of Owners, said his board 
greatly appreciated toe vote of 
confidence received from 
shareholders. 


Relief at funding change 


By Janet Bush, economics correspondent 


THE change in toe govem- 
ment's funding rule was greet¬ 
ed with relief in the gilts 
martd -but there was disap¬ 
pointment that the Chancellor 
did not give the rule changes 
more teeth. 

The fall funding rule, intro¬ 
duced in the 1980s, has 
meant that the government 
finances its deficit solely by 
selling gilt-edged stock to pen¬ 
sion funds, insurance com¬ 
panies and private investors. 

■ Under the new arrange¬ 
ments, purchases of gills by 
banks and bull ding societies 


wifi be counted as funding, 
opening up a large potential 
source of new buyers. This will 
help toe government to fi¬ 
nance toe PSBR without 
pushing up its borrowing costs 
and those of industry. 

Some of the £5.5 billion of 
gilts bought by banks this year 
will be counted retrospectively 
as funding. 

However, the monetary au¬ 
thorities made dear yesterday 
that the government still in¬ 
tended to fund the PSBR fully 
and that only the definition of 
toe “funding sector” had been 


changed. Purchases of gilts 
will be s t rictly voluntary and 
many operators in the gilts 
market see no reason why 
banks and building societies 
should buy more gflts now 
than before the funding rule 
was changed. 

The gilts market has rallied 
strongly in recent weeks, an¬ 
ticipating the abandonment of 
fall funding, and the news 
went some way towards miti¬ 
gating the shock of a much 
greater official forecast for the 
PSBR in the coming fiscal 
year. 


•- -i-' 


In a cul-de-sac without a road map 



■ fier the feral abacus - W 


* A opponent - meet the Re¬ 
trained a b 80 * 5 - Norman Lamont ts 
not the first Chancellor to defiver a 
long, dull speech; and this was not in 
any case the longest on record, even.if 
it must haws been, at just t®®**®*? 
oyer an- hour and a halt the duflest 

But Chancellors always need wtoeb- 
. . i_:i_i ii.mfiimmnnP 


We, so its _ 
was tsdeen by very 
narrow -money 
and. after some 
• years of nagging, 
by an exchange- 
rate target Fiscal 
policy still aimed 
at broadly , bal-, 



make sure you 
can live with your 
chosen target So 
toe pound was 
floated out of tiie 
ERM, and seems 
to have found a 
level to suit indus¬ 
try, toe markets 


It is nearly always a smoke soreento 
blur toe outlines of something embar¬ 
rassing, and the subtext here was 


down.' Mr Lamont had . qufetiy 
ditched every doctrine successive Con¬ 
servative governments ha^ h™: 
dear, and put notitotg in their place 

except a vagtte idea oiconnnon sense. 

Remember the Tbairter coro- 
.rianisirInflation^was-simply a matter 
of controlling the'money 

-ntie prodaimed by Professor Milton 

Friedman Sml'miaippM tythe 
• Treasury 

from Mr Micawba:..via^e Gwd 

Housekeeping Jus*®? 1 * 

. your means 

Both were modified under Nigel 
Inwson, afiectoey.badted 1 ^ 
fast Censetoafite: ‘ slump* ' Bn ®“ 


anced aa»unts. 'but these were now 
odically adjusted accounts; and in 
due course the definition of balance 
. drifted away from the housewife’s 
cjjequeiook stubs towards the less 
demanding. IMF-approved objeaive, 
of checking any (cydkally adjusted) 
' trend for toe national debt to grow. 

This was a long way from the dd 
stomfeities. tat there was stifl some¬ 
thing quite dear for the markets to 
steer hy. Weakaterfirig was bad news, 
national debt good news. 



and while economists mi ght arg ue 

about the adjustments, weiybody 

Jmew-roughly where, we were and . 

’what the government was likely 
(dectorally acfjfasted) to do about it 
The rest is recent history. Exchange- 
rate policy ran into what might be 
r*n«T fhe Irish difficulty — “If you 

want fo eet there, I wouldn't start ---7--- 

- h«l" In other words, if-you proclaim the way forward with never 

: Sbad^glSce: The Chance^ 


and toe government’s determination 
to cut interest rates, and we were 
ready fbr.aJrert start. 

Now ff you believe that being 
Chancellor means never having to $ay 
sony, a fresh start is a problem; but it 
surely ought to be soluble. Blame the 
Germans for the trouble with the 
wrhflng g rate, proclaim export-led 
growth, and say we are piety happy 
with where we are now and intend to 
sente in the neighbourhood. Lamont 
on ieriing: not a single word. On 
mone£ there was not much to live 
down, but setting a slack fbupyar 
target for money growth is much toe 
same' as having no policy at afl. On 
Steal policy again, it is difficult to get 
round the fact that we are in a hole 

because Messrs Major and Lamont 

dug it. but any experienced political 

cam paigner knows the answer to that 


may have thought he was doing that, 
but in truth a squeeze which will fail to 
cut borrowing to 3 per cent of GDP 
(the minimum plausible debt 
stabilising rate) despite three or four 
years of sustained growth does not 
look like a strategy; more the mini¬ 
mum first step of a man who wants to 
leave real unpopularity to his succes¬ 
sor. The whole Budget indeed, is 
based on nibbfing at our problems. 
The housetrained rodent abacus. 


O ddest of afl, the one really 
important reform — the 
abandonment of the insular 
British belief that the government can 
never borrow from the banks — is 
dressed up as a merely technical 
change, though in fact it is a major 
measure of disarmament For de¬ 
cades, the Bank of England has tried 
to discipline Whitehall with the threat 
of horrors in the gilts market; under 
the new rules, that threat has lost 
much of its credit) flity. 

Thau perhaps, is toe real trouble. As 
policies have gone wrong ami old rules 

proved unworkable, we have recreated 

more and more to the oldest rate in 

Britirt politics—the man in Whitehall 

knows best And Mr lamont could 
hardly say that, could' he? 


DON’T YOU 


WISH YOU’D 


BUDGETED 


FOR ONE? 



During the Chancellor’s speech shouldn’t you have 
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with 2 minute updates on currencies, futures, indices and 
interest rates 24 hours a day, it’s the best pager for 
market reactions. 


Try it FREE fo r a week. Then try doing without it. 

Call 071 895 9400 NOW 


Guernsey 
0481 719913 


Luxembourg 

463554 


Sin: 


220 


gapore 

05111 


Switzerland 
021803 43 34 


FUTURES PAGER 


































28 BUSINESS NEWS 


THE TIMES WEDNESDAY MARCH 17 1993 


Simon passes 
final payout 
after losses 

By George SrvEU, city editor 


JQHNMANNMQ 


SIMON Engineering has 
passed its final dividend for 
1992 after dedaring an attrib¬ 
utable loss of £7.8 million. The 
shares feD 3p to 11 Op. 

The results bear the scars 
not only of the recession but of 
the decision to pufl out of the 
environmental business. Si¬ 
mon has taken the £5.4 mil¬ 
lion aggregate loss as an 
extraordinary item for the 
1992 accounting year, for 
which results have been drawn 
up on the old SSAP6 princi¬ 
ples. Under the new FRS3 
accounting standard, which 
applies to all companies with 
year ends after June 22,1993, 
the charge on disposal would 
have almost certainly have to 
have been exceptional and 
would have had to have been 
deducted from earnings per 
share. 

Disposal of the water and 
waste business to Thames 
Water and of the European 
environmental consultancy to 
Northumbrian Water were 
signalled in 1992 but an¬ 
nounced in January and Feb¬ 
ruary respectively. But Simon 
says it would have been wrong 
to treat the disposals as a 1993 
event. 

Earnings fell from 12.5pto 
2.6p at Simon, which paid an 
interim dividend of 5p a 
share. The cost of a main¬ 
tained final dividend would 
have been £10.6 million. 
Debts stand at £101.2 million 
at the year end. or 87 per cent 
of shareholders’ funds. Simon 
says the environmental dispos¬ 
als wOl reduce debts by £29 
million, although this figure is 


not reflected in the above 
calculation. 

Pre-tax profits fell from 
£18J million to £5.3 million 
last year on sales down from 
£514 million to £487 million. 
An exceptional charge of £4.4 
million was made to cover die 
cost of rationalisation and 
redundancy, although a El 
million exceptional gain on 
minor divestments helped. 

About 1.000 Simon em¬ 
ployees were declared redun¬ 
dant during the year. A 
further 867jobs went from the 
group via disposals, leaving 
the group with 6,125 staff. 

On prospects for the current 
year, the group said: “We 
continue to pursue our strate¬ 
gy of building worldwide busi¬ 
nesses in our areas of 
specialisation: access, industri¬ 
al service and process engi¬ 
neering. As a result of the 
management actions we have 
taken, the group will achieve 
improved results during the 
current year. However, the 
extent of our recovery will 
depend very much on the 
degree of improvement in our 
major markets. The only mar¬ 
ket where there are dear signs 
of improvement is America." 

Brian Kemp, the chief exec¬ 
utive. said that as far as Simon 
is concerned the economy is 
unlikely to recover this year or 
even next year. The group 
depends on capital spending 
by the large industrial groups 
such as Shell, BP and ICI. 

Roy Roberts, the chairman. 
is to retire in December at die 
age of 65. A successor is being 
sought. 




Maintenance work: Paul Lester, chief executive* is keeping the dividend at 10.9p despite a foil in earnings 


By Carl Mortished 


GRASEBY. the electronics 
group, is to raise £17 million 
and reduce its borrowings by 
floating off G rase by Ander¬ 
sen. the company’s American 
subsidiary. 

The group, which has bal¬ 
ance sheet gearing of 99 per 
cent, announced a fall in pre¬ 
tax profits to £1 million, from 
£7.5 million, in the year to 
December, after losses of £5.8 
milli on on disposals, taken 
above the line. 

Earnings fell to Up from 


S.7p a share. Adjusted to 
eliminate the exceptional loss, 
the per share figure is 8p 
(11.9p). Despite the foil in 
earnings, Graseby, of which 
Paul Lester is chief executive, 
is maintaining a 10.9p 
dividend 

The American subsidiary is 
to be listed on Nasdaq after 
an initial public offering in 
which new shares will be 
issued to finance Graseby 
Andersen in addition to the 
sale of shares by the UK 


parent winch, will remain the 
majority shareholder. 
Graseby Andersen’s main 
business is manufacturing air 
pollution control and moni¬ 
toring systems. 

Group turnover fell from 
£109 million to £103 million 
during the year, with sales of 
defence electronics down to 
£14.7 million (£37 minion). 

Profits from defence of £6 
million in 1991 collapsed to 
£300,000 due to delays in 
large orders. The loss of the 


defence market has been par¬ 
tially offset by good perfor¬ 
mances in medical 
technology, which increased 
sales by 11 per cent and in 
instruments, which contribut¬ 
ed operating profits of £4.2 
million compared with £13 
million in the previous year. 

Tace, the env ir onmental 
controls business bought in 
1991. helped boost environ¬ 
mental sales and increased 
profits in the division by £1 
mSUon. 


Thom EMI makes 
deferred payment 

THORN EMI. the music to lighting group, is to pay £2.65 
million to former shareholders in Thames TV who accepted 
its £149 million offer for the company in February 1991. The 
17p a share payout is markedly less than the 3 Op maximum 
possible under the offer terms, reflecting Thames' failure to 
reach difficult advertising revenue targets for 1992. For every 
£1 miJUnn exceeding £240 million in net UK adverrismg 
revenue for 1992. shareholders were to receive lp. Thames 
made £257 million triggering the 17p payout 
Thom made an offer forThames shares in 1991 as a result 
of its bid for BET'S 27 per cent stake in Thames. Thames 
shareholders who accepted the Thom offer were offered a 
maxim um of 5Op in deferred consideration, depending on 
targets befog reached. The first payment of up to 20p, due in 
December 1991, was not paid because Thames’ share price 
failed to meet performance targets. 

Hall slips to £3.7m 

HALL Engineering made a pre-tax profit of £3.7 minion 
(£5.06 nrilHon) in the year to end-December, Operating 
profits slid to£l .8 milEon (£4.9 million) onJuntoverof £135.7 
million (£147.4 million). Further rationalisation gave rise to 
exceptional costs of £1.8 million (£531,000). Earnings per 
share after exceptibnals were 3.05p (11.34p). The final 
dividend is held at 5.34p a share, making an unchanged 
total fertile year of 8.64p. The shares rose 3p to 166p. 

BBA sale raises £5 9m 

BBA Group, the engineering products company, has raised 
E59 million through the sale of its 57 per cent stake in Pacific 
BBA. a diversified Australian manufacturer. The shares were 
placed with institutions. The sale is part of BBA’s drive to cut 
debt by divestment of non-core activities. BBA shares rose 7p 
to 171p. Pacific BBA, with a separate listing on the 
Australian Stock Exchange, earned profits of £83 mUHon on 
sales of £1213 million in 1992. 

Teredo misses payout 

TEREDO Petroleum has breathed ns loan covenants after a 
£U million exchange rate loss. It is relying on the Hongkong 
and Shanghai Bank for support in continue trading and is 
considering a restructuring and refinancing. The shares 
eased hp to 8p on the USM. Teredo is again passing its 
dividend after pre-tax profits of £20,000 (£228,000 loss) in 
the year to Sep temb er on turnover down to £4.8 million (£5.3 
million). Exploration costs Ml to £522,000 (£1.5 million). 
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American 
rides to 
Brabant’s 
rescue 

' By Our City Staff 


Wimpey to loss of £112m 


By Martin W atjj» , deputy city editor 


the smaBer end of the oil and 
gas exploration sector un¬ 
wound a lime as. a white 
knight finally emerged to res- 
ok Bra bant Resources with a 
reco m mended- £9.6 million 
cash bid. . 

Energy Development Cor¬ 
poration (EDQ, air o3 anrl 
gas expioo^on company 
base d in Houston. Texas, has 
come to the rescue of Brabant 
which is quoted on the USM 
and had been subject to a 
hostile £7.75 million all-paper 
bid from Aberdeen Petro¬ 
leum. the oQ and gas produc¬ 
tion company based • in 
America. 

The 58p a share cash offer, 
which has been madi* by 
Charterhouse Bank, is unani¬ 
mously recommended to 
shareholders by the Brabant 
board, who are advised by 
Smith New Court 
After EDCs recommended 
cash offer, Aberdeen has with¬ 
drawn from the fray, saying 
that the 5 8p a share offer from 
EDO is “air value" for Bra-: 
bant and that cash is attractive 
to most Brabant shareholders. 

Aberdeen, which is subject 
to an alFpaper hostile bid 
from Pfttencrieff of Edin¬ 
burgh, Intends to accept the 
offer and will sdl its 9.99 per 
cent stake in Brabant, 
realising a profit on the 
shareholding of jabout 
£500,000 net of expenses. 

David Hoote, Aberdeen’s 
managing diredor, saint "We 
regret that fin opportunity to ' 
combine Aberdeen and Bra- ' 
bant has been-last However,; 
we are pfeased to see a cash 
offer which validates fully our 
own view of Brabant’S value 
ami .the commercial sense of 
combining North American 
and North Sea assets. 

“Aberdeen will realise a 
cash profit in excess of' 
£500,000, net ball transac- 
tioitrelated expenses, on its . 
Brabant shardMdding;We are' 
well issued to continue our 
strategy of ratinnati?gaibrl.** 

A spokesman for Aberdeen 
again dismissed the Pitten- 
cneff bid as '^ptalb' zhade- 
quare”TbePiaencrieff offers: 
conditional ohAbgrdeen’s bid 
far Brabant failing; ' . 

— Brabant sfaflres m se 5p m' , 

58p, ghringatwnday gain of 
16p, while, Aberdeen famed 
'bp to 16bp.-and Pitencrieff 
»heid steady at 356pL . 


GEORGE Wimpey. Britain’s 
biggest bulkier, has plunged 
toa£l 12.4m3B(m pre-tax loss 
in 1992 after a "realistic 
review^ of the group's property 

portfofioand land bank. 

But Sir John Quinton, 


by disposals, housing land 
write-offs of £37 mafion. £14 
taiUion of redundancies and 
the £26 miffion cost of un- 


new year, is daimmg some 
signs of ah upturn in the 
construction■ market -arid an’ 
improvement in the group's 
fortunes, with bouse sales this 
year alrrady up by a third. 

.. .^We believe the economy is 
poised to move upwards and it 
seems that -we are at the 
turning pomt for the comp an y 
and the industry." he said. 

In 1991* . Wimpey: made 
pre-tax losses of £16.1 million. 
Tbe total dividend for last year 
has been halved to 5-25p, with 
afinal payment of 3-25p. But. 
the kisses had been: well 


after a warning in January, 
and tin sharesadvahoed 7p to 
Z33p on file, back erf the 
optimistic trading statement 

At the trading level, profits 
tumbled frmnES 9.4 mifflon to 
£20.8 nrinfon. Interest, pay¬ 
ments were down from £29.1 
, miffion to £19.4 million, be¬ 
fore an exceptional Item from 
write-offs of £113.8 minion, 
gainst £46.4 minion -last 
time. All four divisions saw 
tower trading profits, themost 
striking foils coming from 
homes, down flfi^muBonto 
£9.7 milHnm, and minerals, 
reduced from £2l.l milKon to 
£4.3mflHoh. 

The pnmstans reflect a £52 
mfllfon mt in propertyvalues 
oflset by £15 rmffion realised 


term int e r es t rate hedges 
taken on foaryeais am. Those 
hedges also added a ftntber£7 
mflfion to 1992's interest ML 

Included in the provisions is 
an undisclosed estimate of the 
cost of finishing the Channel 
tunnel, where Wimpey is one 
of the terhstrong consortium of 
. buflders. Joe Dwyer, the chief. 
executive, said while progress 
on the contract was excellent 
there was no sign of an 
agreement with Eurotunnel, 

th e timnri rv^v>ra t Of 

The-first two and a half 
months of 1993 saw a 33 per 
cent rise in homes sold by 
Wimpeym Britain, Mr Dwyer 
said. ah encouraging trend 
and iropefally a sign of return¬ 
ing confidence that could 
mean house prices starting to 
rise again later in die year. 

Elsewhere. 1993 would see 
. a £30 rmffion to £40 million 
cash outflow from the con¬ 
struction division, and -mar¬ 
kets that would at best be fiat 
for minerals in Europe. But in 
America, the (Hinton presi¬ 
dency may mean some im- 
pruvement for minerals by the 
second halt Mr Dwyer said. 

Howard Proctor, of 
Panmure Gordon, upgraded 
his pre-tax profit forecast for 
Wimpey for 1993 by £2 mil¬ 
lion to £22 millio n, putting in 
place a new 1994 forecast of 
£45 million pre-tax. 



US operations 
help Attwoods 
to 12% advance 

By Philip Pan gauds 
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Tempos, page 31 Sign of recovery. Joe Dwyer, chief executive, is encouraged by rising house sales 


CLEAN-UP contracts in the 
wake of the latest hurricane- 
force storms and blizzards to 
batter America are likely to 
provide growth in dean-up 
work for Attwoods, the inter¬ 
national waste management 
and recycling group. 

A strong performance from 
waste management and recy¬ 
cling operations in America, 
boosted by work after Hurri¬ 
cane Andrew, combined with 
currency gains to help 
Attwoods buck the depressed 
conditions with an 11.6 per 
cent advance in first half 
profits. Pre-tax profits, stated 
under the new accounting 
standards, dim bed to £15.5 
million (El3.9 million) in the 
six months to end-Januaiy. as 
turnover grew 16 per cent to 
£195.3 million. 

Ken Foreman, chairman 
and chief executive, said the 
company had done well over¬ 
all thanks to the geographical 
spread of its businesses, and. 
despite a difficult economic 
dimate in many markets, he is 
optimistic on prospects. 

“Early indications as to the 
full-year outcome look promis¬ 
ing. Traditionally, we benefit 
from an uplift in profits dur¬ 
ing the second six months of 
the financial year and I see no 
reason why this trend should 
not continue,” he said. 

Mr Foreman said he was 
particularly pleased with the 
performance of the US waste 
management and recycling 
collection businesses where 
revenues jumped 16.8 per 
cent and operating profit 10 
per cent before a currency 


gain. The vital Florida divi¬ 
sion continued to expand and 
"should benefit from the re¬ 
newed growth in the state". 

One worrying problem for 
Attwoods. however, was the 
performance of Mindis Inc. 
the recydables processing and 
marketing division in Ameri¬ 
ca, which had "an exceedingly 
poor six months” and dived 
into the red. The operation 
suffered a £2.8 million operat¬ 
ing loss, against an operating 
profit of £900,000 last time, 
depressed by the continued 
weakness of world metais 
prices. After cost cuts, the best 
outlook for the lull year app¬ 
ears to be break even. 

The UK business performed 
"in line with expectations”. 
Revenues were up 5.5 per 
cent, but the operating profit 
slumped 24.4 percent, reflect¬ 
ing a downturn in the quarry 
and landfill divisions that 
more than offset the good 
performance turned in by the 
waste collection operations. 

In continental Europe. 
Attwoods struck a 29.8 per 
cent increase in revenues to 
produce a 4.5 per cent rise in 
operating profit. 

Attwoods also said it is 
moving to quarterly reporting 
from the first quarter of 
1993/4. to be consiaent with 
US-quoted companies. Earn¬ 
ings. diluted by last year’s 
rights issue, dip to 3.70p 
(4.36p) a share, although the 
interim dividend is held at 
1.75p. Attwoods shares were 
unchanged at 134p. 

Tempos, page 31 


Johnson holds dividend 


JOHNSON Group; Geaners, 
the biggest diydeaning groap 

in Britain strut Amenta haS 
held its dividend jn “extremely 

difficult” Iftdmgvamdftions 
that pot asqueeze on margins. 

. r Pre-tax profits slipped to 
£15 # Tnilfifrn (£T 5:97 million) 
intbeyear to December 26. 

TeayGreer,cfaaznnan.said 
pressure xni volumes was the 
worst ft: has; been, far many 
years and there was no sign erf 
an upturn. People wexespend- 
ing fess on dtydeaning 
because of foe recession.'- - 

Johnson. wfaidL owns .730- 
high streetdrydeaners in the 


By Jon Ashworth 

UK operating under a range 
of family names, saw turnover 
ripriing to £150.8 millio n 
(£154.5 million) after the sale 
of Ap p a re l master Design, a 
workwear garment mater. A 
foil in- operating profits to 
£17_5 minion (£1 S.8 ntifiioil) 
was more titan offset by tower 
interes t charges. 

Fully diluted earnings per 
share, excluding property iev- 
enu&vrere 49.12p (48=7E). An 
unchanged second interim 
dividend of 18.7p a share 
leaves tiie total at 25.7p. The 
shares rose 15p to 820p. 

Surplus on sates of proper¬ 


ties was £541,000, compared 
with £130.000 the previous 
year. The valuation of one 
industrial building showed a 
deficit of £ 689.000 on costs. 
This amount has been 
charged to the profit and toss 
account and the property valu¬ 
ation has been reduced 
accordingly. 

Johnson, based In Bootle, 
Merseyside,. has 7.800 em¬ 
ployees in the UK and Ameri¬ 
ca. In addition to diydeaning. 
it is tiie UK’s fifth largest 
operator in the woriewear gar¬ 
ment business under the 
Apparehnastername. 
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NOTICE OF HEARING ON OM®RMA310N OF THE DEBITS' AMENDS) JOINT PiAN AND RELATED MATTERS 


From Tom Walker . 

IN BRUSSELS " • ,' 1 

(R Michael Bishop, dutir- 
an of British Midland, has 
ud he is^“gravely concerned” 
f the Irish govetnmenf s 
ttenpt to izqect up to £400 
iSDton into Act Ungu& the 
Eng flag carrier. 

The masrive state aid pro- 
bsbI is fikdy to pre rjpi t a te a 
[spate witlHn the EC Com- 
isrion and provoke anger 
nong the aMne’s competi- 
irs, cOTeriafly on the on owd- 
1 Dcdton-Londoai route- 
British Madtond and Ryan 
ir have between them 
fought prices-down on the 
ate to £58 from the £200 
nevioasly charged by 
ish carrier. Trying to match 
s competitors has burnt a 
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SirMichact concerned 


forge bole in the Act Ih^DS 
budget, and it is now losmg 
about £15 per passenger on 
the route. 

Sir Mtefaael is concerned 


that Aer Ling os mi ght use 
state itid to cross-subsHfise its 
services. He also noted the 
EC’s apparent cammitnient 
to stop allowing state aid to 
ahfines by the aid of 1992. 

Brian: COwen, Ireland’s 
transport m ini ster, yesterday 
pleaded with Karel Van 
Miert competition commis- 
sionei; to bend tbe tides and 
let tiie aid go through. The 
aizfine has an overall debt of 
about £500 milli on and suf¬ 
fered operating tosses of £40 
- milKn ii in the last financial 
year. These could swell to £90 
milli on because of its involve¬ 
ment in the troubled GPA 
teasing business. 

Mr Van Mierfs response, 
expected within the next 
month, wffl be eagerly await¬ 
ed fay the competition lobby 
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and fay Sir Leon Brittan. bis 
ixedecessor. Inst year, tiie 
Belgian, in Ins then role as 
transport commissioner, 
helped push through state aid 
to Iberia and Air France 
valued at £662 nriSion and 
£128 million respectively. 

Sir Michael said: "AH stale 
aid was meant to cease fay 
December 31,1992, and Ibe¬ 
ria and Air France jumped in 
ahead of the deadfine.” Sir 
Michael is due to meet Mr 
Van Miert before any final 
decision. 

Despite the protests; the 
Commission may have K tt te 
choice but to let some aid go 
through. But Mr Van Miert is 
liltrly to demand a commit¬ 
ment to restructuring and a 
paring down of the airline's 
workforce of about 13.000. 


Overseas 
boost for 
Paterson 


By Our Cm Staff 

STRONG overseas g rowth 
and a recovery in profits from 
associated compan ies helped 
Paterson Zochonis. the cash- 
rich Cussons toiletries group, 
to an 11 per cent advance in 
first-half pro fits. 

The protax figure climbed 
to £12.9 million in the six 
months to November 30, 
compared with £1 Ii> miffion 
last time, on turnover 7 per 
cent ahead at £121.8 miffion. 

Recesaon-resjstant products 
helped tire group to weather 
the tough conditions. Alan 
Whittaker, finance director, is 
cautiously optimistic, al¬ 
though he says there is no sign 
of sustained improvement in 
UK trading conditions yet 

The group's cash pOe 
swelled to about £J60 miffion 
and tiie company says it is 
keeping an eye open for 
potential acquisitions. 

Sales and profitsgrew mem 
strong overseas.'me Miner¬ 
va edible oils and fats opera¬ 
tion in Greece continued to 
perform wefl. while East Afri¬ 
ca and Southeast Aria also 
contributed id the advance. 

The interim . dividend •!$ 
raised to 2J5p (2.25p). Earn¬ 
ings increased to UL24p 
(14.22p) a share. The shares 
tinned 3p to 41 Sp. 
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CALA slips 
further 
into red 





at halfway 


A poor autumn housing mar¬ 
ker pushed CALA. the 
Aberdeen housebuilder, fur¬ 
ther into loss. The six-month 
deficit to December 31 was 
£2.9 million (El.6 million loss) 
and included write-downs of 
E200.00 on commercial devel¬ 
opments. Sales fell to £20 
million from £27 million. The 
interim dividend is cut to 
0.7 5p (1.15p). 

Geoff Ball, chairman, said 
that prices had stopped falling 
in the South and that reserva¬ 
tions for new houses have 
shown a marked improve¬ 
ment since December. 


Trafalgar falls amid 
fears of rights failure 


Investors 
hold fire 
in late 


Mv 16 MarlS 


Mur lb Mat 15 
tnddip dox 


Mar IfiMar IS 


bull phase 


Hampden hit 

Worsening trading conditions 
in Northern Ireland caused 
pre-tax profits at Hampden 
Group, which owns franchises 
for Texas Homecare, Kwik-Fit 
and Carpetland stores in 
Northern Ireland as well as 
two Texas franchises in the 
Republic of Ireland, to fall 
from £1.3 million to £500.000 
in the 53 weeks to January 2. 
The dividend is halved to 1 p. 


Lionheart loss 


Lionheart. the housewares, 
paint brushes and retail dis¬ 
play group, is passing its final 
dividend, against last time's 
single payout of 0.3p. giving a 
reduced 0.2p total (0.3p). A 
further deterioration in de¬ 
mand in die second half saw 
the company suffer a pre-tax 
loss of £870.000 in the year to 
end-Deeember, against a re¬ 
stated profit of £2.39 million. 


Payout pegged 


Scholes Group, the electrical 
installation equipment maker 
and supplier, has pegged its 
Lop interim despite lifting 
pre-tax profits to £1.3 million 
(£900.000) in die six months 
to end-December. Richard 
Morgan and Richard Hayes 
have retired from the board. 


SHARES in Trafalgar House 
were again on the slide amid 
mounting fears that the bulk 
of the group's proposed rights 
issue may be left with the 
underwriters. 

The ordinary shares fin¬ 
ished the day lp fighter at 
72*2p. with the A shares a 
similar amount lower at G9p- 
That compares with an issue 
price of 60p. But most of the 
turnover yesterday was record¬ 
ed in the nil-paid as the price 
eased 4p to 12 * 2 p. with more 
than 13 million shares having 
changed hands. 

Private investors and specu¬ 
lators are banking on Hong¬ 
kong Land taking advantage 
of the situation and increasing 
its stake in the company from 
20 per cent to almost 30 per 
cent if the issue is rejected by 
institutional shareholders. 

At least one European bank, 
which has agreed to under¬ 
write the issue, has arranged a 
complicated series of transac¬ 
tions on the options market in 
order to hedge its position. 

But City brokers daim there 
is growing resistance to the 
rights issue, which is raising 
more than £200 million to pay 
off mounting debts and is due 
to go ex-rights next Tuesday. 
The series of disposals that 
had been anticipated have 
failed to materialise so far. 

There was no such reserva¬ 
tions about Kingfisher's £568 
million rights issue, with al¬ 
most 95 per cent of the issue 
taken up. The price ended 
only Ip easier at 54Sp. 

Elsewhere, interest was fo¬ 
cused on the Budget Inves¬ 
tors, starved of the usual round 
of pre-Budget leaks, were in 
no mood to take chances. As 
the Chancellor stood up to 


THORN EMI: SHARES RISE 
ON NEWS OF BUOYANT 
RECORD SALES 


StflfA 


FTaB-share j 
index 

(rebased) [ 






1966 687072 74 767880828488889032 


speak, the FT-SE 100 index 
was a net 2 paints up on the 
day at 2,924.4. Turnover was 
at one of the lowest levels of the 
year, with less than 4 00 mil¬ 
lion shares traded. 

Despite being faced with the 
prospect of a rise in excise 
duty, drinks shares raced 
ahead. There were gains for 
Allied-Lyons, up I4pat 580p, 


12 per cent according to 
figures from Billboard maga¬ 
zine. All good news for Thorn 
EMI. which recently bought 
Virgin Records and was 19p 
higher at 878p yesterday. 
NalWest Securities was a big 
buyer of Thom yesterday.. 

George Wimpey, the 
housebuilder, touched t35p 
before settling 3p up on the 


Nurdin & Peacock, the cash and cany wholesaler, finned 
another lp to 202p as talk of a bid grew. The speculators daim 
SHV International, the Dutch group that effectively controls 
Calor and also owns Makro cash and cany, wants to make a fall 
bid. It already speaks for 12 percent of the shares. 


Bass. 8p at 593p, Bodding- 
ton. 3p at 250p, HP Buhner, 
3p ax 397p. Devenisb, 12p at 
278p. Greenafls, 4p at 40Sp, 
Hardys & Hansons. 1 Op at 
24 lp, J D Wetherspoon. 2p at 
267p, Mansfield Brewery. 6p 
at 713p, Scottish & New¬ 
castle. 4p at 273p. and Taun¬ 
ton Cider. 8p at 190p. 

Sales in die American 
record industry are up almost 


day at 129p after making 
encouraging noises about 
trading prospects. Housing 
sales had made a strong start 
to the year and the group 
detected positive signs on both 
sides of the Atlantic. 

Last year, WImpey's pre-tax 
losses grew from El 6.1 million 
to £112.4 million and the 
dividend was halved to 5.25p. 
The figure was struck after 


writedowns of £113.8 million. 
But Wimpey*s confidence does 
not appear to be itiiared by the 
rest of the sector. There was 
selective support for Amec, up 
5p at 86'p, Bett Brothers, 4p 
to 60p. Countryside Proper¬ 
ties, lp to 118p. Hernden- 
Stnart Ip to 97p, John Laing 
A, 4p GO 209p. Alfred 
McAlpine. 2p to 147p, and 
John Mowiem, 2p to 90p. 

Attwoods. the quarrying 
and waste disposal group, was 
unchanged at 134p after an 
increase in first-half pre-tax 
profits of £1.6 million to £15 
minion for the first half and a 
maintained payout 

HSBC the Hongkong and 
Shanghai banking corpora¬ 
tion, fell lOp to 6I4p on 
further reflection of Monday's 
better than expected trading 
news. Nat West Securities,' the 
stockbroker; has given warn¬ 
ing that political uncertainty 
continues to cast a shadow. 
The : shares are discounting 
good economic prospects in 
the Far East 

BBA Group, the automotive 
parts supplier, climbed 7p to 
J 71 p after announcing details 
of the disposal of its 57 per 
cent stake in Pacific BBA. Its 
Australian subsidiary, for £59 
million. 

Northern Foods eased 3p to 
266p. It is buying the Oak¬ 
land burger bun and pizza 
dough business from Grand 
Metropolitan for £2.2 million. 
Grand Met fell 4p to 472p. 

Inchcape. down 3p at 585p, 
has paid almost E20 million 
for Reverberi. which handles 
the import and distribution pf 
Daihatsu, Maserafi and Lotus 
vehicles in Switzerland. 


Michael Clark 
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Olivetti halt 


Trading in Olivetti shares was 
suspended in Italy after they 
opened yesterday almost 14 
per cent lower after news of a 
L903 billion (£391 million) 
rights issue and a bigger-thun¬ 
expected 1992 loss an¬ 
nounced on Monday. 


ANS financing 


Associated Nursing Services is 
raising £1.5 million through 
the issue of 800.000 new 
shares at 195p. to finance a 
possible bid for Broadwater 
Homes, the owner of two nurs¬ 
ing homes already managed 
by ANS. 


Burger buy 


Northern Foods has bought 
the Oakland burger bun and 
pizza dough business from 
Grand Metropolitan for £2.2 
million cash. 


WITH investor attention 
dominated by the Budget the 
bond market was able to 
shrug off a worse than expect¬ 
ed set of PSBR figures. Prices 
opened a touch higher, helped 
by selective buying and the 
pound’s move above the 
DM2.40 level, but later re¬ 
verted to be virtually un¬ 
changed on the lack of 
institutional follow-through. 

On the futures market the 
June series of the long gilt 
touched £107% before hitting 
a low for the day of £I06 ,J /id. 
It later rallied to dose off the 
bottom at El 06 r /$. with fewer 
than 14.000 contracts com¬ 
pleted. Stocks in the five-year 
bands, particularly hit on 
Monday, made up some 
ground, helped by bargain 
hunting. Exchequer 12* per 
cent 1999 finished three tides 
better at £124 7 /i6. Index- 
linked issues attracted selec¬ 
tive support while prices at 
(he longer end dosed little 
altered. 
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New York — Shares moved- 
slightly higher in morning 
trading, but remained in a 
narrow range, in what ana¬ 
lysts described as the late 
phase of a bull market To¬ 
wards the end of the morning, 
the Dow Jones industrial aver¬ 
age was 2.43 points up at 
3.444.84. Analysts said the 
emphasis had shifted to eco¬ 
nomically sensitive groups 
and that oil shares were strong 
in a market that has been 
characterised by a lack of 
decisive leadership. Housing 
starts in February were lower 
than expected but had little 
impact other than giving 
bonds a push. . . 

□ Tokyo — Shares ended 
lower after seven consecutive 
days of gains. Brokers said 
underlying sentiment was still 
bullish, but investment trust 
selling and profit-taking 

I helped to wipe out eariy gains. 
Tadayasu Hasegawa, an ana¬ 
lyst at Kokusai Securities, said: 
“Brokerage dealers and for¬ 
eigners who had fuelled the 
long bull ran were catching 
their breath and public pen¬ 
sion funds were also keeping a 
low profile."The Nikkei index 
fell 117.88 points to 

17.968 JO, with an estimated 
350 million shares traded. 

□ Frankfort — Dealers said 

expectations of a rate cut by 
the Bundesbank council to¬ 
morrow were shoring up 
prices, but they saw little 
chance of substantial further 
gains before the meeting. The 
Dax index rase 4.74 points to 
1.697.83: - “ ” 

□ Hong Kong — Prices 
moved sharply higher as a lare 
round of institutional buying 
recovered some of die ground 
lost in Monday's big seO-off. 
The Hang Seng index rose 
125.43 points to 5.980.04. 
“There was some institutional 
buying on individual stocks 
such as Cheung Kong in late 
trade," said K. S- Ng, assistant 
director at BZW Securities 
(Asia). Brokers said institu¬ 
tions were hired by the lack of 
additional negative news on 
the Sino-VK dispute and by 
expectations of better-annual 
profits .for Cheung Kong and . 
Hutchison, jboth - of which i 
report results on Thursday. ] 
.□Singapore — The market 
ended higher after the govern- ; 
meat's announcement of 
changes in the Central Provi¬ 
dent Fund's investment rules, 
brokers said. The Straits 
Times index rose 18.54 points 
to 1,649.35. regaining most 
of Monday's losses. 

□ Sydney — Post-election 

blues were shrugged off and 
the market ended sharply 
higher after Monday's state¬ 
ment fry Paul Keating, the 
prime minister, that there was 
scope for an interest rate cut 
The All Ordinaries index 
dosed 32.9 points up at 
1.659.3. (Reuter) 
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commercial green world 



The tomorrow Budget 


The chemicals industry 
must take tough 
decisions if it is to enjoy a 
prosperous future, says 
ICI chairman 
Sir Denys Henderson 


E conomic, growth and techno¬ 
logical progress have their 
pnce, and society has increas¬ 
ingly begun to worry about 
the environment, the greenhouse effect 
and depletion of the world’s natural 
^sources. Damage to nature, be it 
from add rain or CFG gases, is a 
matter of deep concern to a'public that 
puts much of the blame on the 
chemical industry. Their anxieties will 
not go away, no matter how large our 
efforts to operate in a more environ¬ 
mentally responsible fashion. But we 
must continue to communicate our 
improving performance and partici¬ 
pate vigorously in the debate. 

There have also been some nasty 
commercial surprises; erratic oil price 
changes, rampant inflation, volatility 
in exchange rates, and at least three' 
recessions. There have been no easy 
answers during my 35 years in the 
industiy. Yet on the whole, the chemi¬ 
cal industry has survived well by being- 
ada p table and innovative, in contribut¬ 
ing solutions that have improved the 
quality of life, from food and dothing 
to housing, transport and. perhaps 
above all. health. 

Research and development, hovvew 
er, will only continue to play this vital 
role if its output is turned to oommer- 
dal value quickly and if the benefits are 
dearly understood and welcomed by 
our shareholders. We have been good 
at discovering things in Britain, tut in', 
some industries we have failed to 
transfer the results from the laboratory 
to the marketplace fast enough to 
defeat international competitors. 

Discovered here but exploited in 
America or Japan is a familiar story. : 
Godfrey Houndsfidd, working for 
EMI. .won a Nobd prize for the 
development of computer-aided to¬ 
mography. but the manufacture of" 
medical scanners has passed largjety to 
America. Hull University discovered 



THE markets had prepared themselves for a 
tight Budget so they were naturally dismayed 
when the Chancellor’s resolve faded, and he 
deferred most of his tax increases into the hazy 
future. With the PSBR for 1993-4 set ai £50 
bOfa'on, gift-edged investors must new steel 
themselves for a barrage of Bank of England 
auctions through the summer and autumn. 
The gill market this morning is likely to 
bounce back from its immediate bout of 
pessimism thanks to the prospect of an 
improvement in the government finances 
from 1994 onwards. But the likelihood of 
long gilt yields falling below 8 per cent seems 
to have been postponed for some time. 

The one relief the Chancellor did offer the 
market was the waiver of the full fending rule 
on bank gilt purchases. But the marker has 
already discounted this and. in any case, the 
main clearing banks still claim the yield curve 
is not sufficiently steep to compensate them 
for the inflationary risks of holding a large 
portfolio of long-dated gilts. 

The only factor that could alter this would 
be another cut in base rates, perhaps after the 
Bundesbank meeting tomorrow but even this 
is unlikely to be sufficient. Since Mr Lament 
refused to include Treasury notes and foreign 
currency lending in funding calculations, he 
was tinkering at the edges of his immediate 
fending difficulties in the fear that more 
fundamental moves might feel inflation or 
damage the recovery. 

At least sterling appreciated the Chancel¬ 
lor’s efforts, particularly the lack of any 
allusion to another cut in base rates. 
Paradoxically, this may hasten the next base 
rate cut The Treasury and the Bank of 
England seem concerned that any rise in the 
pound above DM2.45 may hamper recovery, 
a level it may breach soon if the Bundesbank 
acts on Thursday and interest rates across 
Europe are reduced again. 

The equity market naturally shared the 
fixed interest market’s disappointment in the 
PSBR forecast Share ratings are now so 
ratified they need to be fed on a rich diet of 


enthusiastic statements from company chair¬ 
men and tangible signs of economic recoveiy. 

Confirmation from the government that it 
will take the lion's share of institutional cash 
flow in the coming year is likely to depress 
share prices further as the implications sink 
in. The government's heavy fending require¬ 
ment will also make it far more difficult for 
stretched businesses to push through success¬ 
ful rights issues as the year wears on. 

One sector which should shrug off any 
weakness in the marker is food retailing. 
Fears of VAT on food, even at a reduced rate, 
meant the sector underperformed the FT A 
All-Share index by around 9 per cent in the 
past momh. It should now experience a 
significant and immediate bounce as inves¬ 
tors realise that the prospects for earnings and 
dividend growth are strong. Media shares, 
should also respond well on the same 
grounds. 

On this occasion it was the electricity and 
power companies that Mr Lamont had in his 
sights. The imposition of a full VAT charge on 
domestic fuel over two years came as a 
surprise to analysts who had been predicting 
at worst a 5 per cent rata Although they 
expect a sharp downturn in share prices in the 
short-term, yesterday's announcement is not 
expected to impact long-term demand. Un¬ 
like industrial users, domestic consumers 
cannot easily switch consumption to different 
feels to save costs. Some, who are determined 
to look on the bright side, even see a potential 
benefit to the electricity companies as bigger 
feel bills add to inflation, which is used as the 
basis for their pricing formula. 

The changes to company car tax will 
probably halt the powerful run enjoyed by the 
motor sector, which has outperformed the All¬ 
share by some 15 per cent since January. The 
growth in car sales should not dissipate, 
although there may be pause while fleet 
managers digest the implications of the 
changes. There could be a move Towards less 
expensive, lower margin motors in order to 
avoid penalties inherent in the new system. 


Solutions start here and now: Sir Denys says dealing with environmental concerns is not an optional extra 


mycoprbtem, have grown. There are 
many examples of great technical 
successes being accompanied by bowl¬ 
ing commercial disasters. But they 
realty arose from a faflure to under¬ 
stand the markets we were addressing. 

‘ As an industry, we spend vast sums on 
research and development, but much 
: less on taking tbe temperature of those 
markets we wish to penetrate. Even sa 
our mistakes have been far outnum¬ 
bered fay our successes: 

The industiy ha* also had to adapt to 
a change in basic raw material, from 


will look to science to help them solve 
their problems. Defence budgets will 
be far less of a stimulus to the 
development of high technology but 
the forte of the bioscience revolution is 
only just beginning to be felt, while the 
electronic industry also has a long way 
to go. As we approach the year 2000. 
there are no easy answers, but there are 
signposts: 

□ We shall all have to be more selective 
in the areas in which we compete. ‘ 


(and BDH manufacture^ liquid ays- - coal to ofHo gas: and now there is a 


tals, but it was Japan that produced 
liquid crystal displ^romiDCTrialty . - 
That said, the. British chemical 


discernible shift in economic advan¬ 
tage away from Europe and North 
America to countries with cheaper gas 


W e cannot afford to try to 
out-do each other right 
across tlreboaid. We shall 
have to focus on those 
areas of particular technological and 
commercial strengths. 

□ The pressures on our cash flow from 
competition, overcapacity and . de¬ 
mands for environmental improve¬ 
ment will continue to be significant 
and, in Europe at least, this must lead 
to a process of rationalisation and 
consolidation. 

□ We are going to have to get doser to - 
our customers and become much more 
adept at solving their problems. At the 
same time, we must ensure that we get 
paid adequately. 

□ Improving environmental perfor¬ 
mance Is not an optional extra; it is an 
absolute prerequisite if we are to have a 
continuing licence from the general 
public to operate. 

□ The need to be more focused will 
lead to more collaboration across otir 
industry, perhaps by new and imagina¬ 
tive strategic alliances, or by the kind of 


industiy has consistently regenerated rfurtfae manufacture of petrochemicals 
itself, both in its products arid manu- and bulk plastics in the Middle East, 
factoring processes. Furthermore.; ft i$; ‘ There are alsp.aspirations in tbe Asia 


the only industrial sector in the liK 
that has maintained a. consistentl y 
positive balance of.'trade; something 
the government would do well to .bear 


Pacific markets to develop local, large- 
scale-. 7 chemicalproduction units, 
whether or not these make satisfactory 
economic returns. While profitability is 


in mind as the rapid increase in costs of ~ ribrjiowimsafisfactory; I have no doubt 


our key raw materials such as .gas, 
electricity and waterseverely reduces . 1 
our competitiveness.' 

We have also had our failures. At 
ICI. we made a substantial investment 
in the mid-1970s in,.-Pruteen, an 
animal feedstuff. The project was 
ambitious and succeeded technically. 
But it was scuppered by grain surpluses 
and falling soya bean prices. However, 1 
the work was not wasted; it took ICI 
further into fermentation technology,. 
from which a number of significant 
developments; such as _Quom 


that il will recover — but only if the 
chemical industiy tackles the future 
wifb.tbe same boldness, vision and 
energy thar has characterised its past. 

Macro social and economic change 
will continue, while profound concern 
wfll be voiced about the" environment 
and reflected in ever tighter regulation, 
with ever'more bureaucracy to add to 
the already heavy costs on those of us 
who are. wealth creators. The more 
traditional industries will be forced to 
change tedmdlbgybecause of environ¬ 
mental and competitive pressure. They 


asset exchange ICI has fostered with 
both DuPont and BASF. 

□ There will continue to be increasing 
pressure from tbe financial markets for 
the chemical industiy to improve 
shareholder value, while banks wifi 
want to see better profits and profitabil¬ 
ity from those companies in which they 
hold a significant stake. 

The chemical industiy will be forced 
to concentrate more rigorously bn 
improving the rewards for our share¬ 
holders. That will undoubtedly put 
pressure on the resources we devote to 
long-term expenditure on research and 
development I do not believe that 
maintaining the status quo wfll be 
enough to sustain this industry. Nor do 
many of the European industry leaders 
who contributed to a Booz Allen survey 
bn;the competitiveness of Europe. 
Their main conclusions were: concen¬ 
trate on core businesses and avoid top 
managers getting distracted, continue 
to invest in technology, form strategic 
alliances, take the long-term invest¬ 
ment view, focus on rationalisation, 
innovation, ecology and scale. 

These conclusions encapsulate the 
essence of Id’s recent decision to 
demerge its bioscience businesses. We 
deariy believe it is right for us if we are 
to thrive in the rapidly changing world 
I have attempted to describe. We have 
still to find many answers — demerger 
is not an end in itself. But my 
colleagues and I consider it to be an 
exciting, challenging new beginning 
for the two successor companies to the 
traditional ICI of the past 66 years. 


George Wimpey 


ONE hopes for Wimpey’s 
sake that this is the turning 
point in the housing market 
otherwise its comprehensive 
deck-dearing exercise will 
have been in vain. 

Of the £114 million in 
exceptional provisions, at 
least £53 million might have 
been taken through toe profit 
and loss accounts of future 
years. The group’s interest 
rate swaps, which ft foolishly 
used to buy fixed-rate debt 
until 2001, will incur an 
additional annual interest 
cost starting at £8 million this 
year, but have been treated as 
a one-off £25.5 million ex¬ 
pense. The rental guarantee 
Wimpey gave on Rqyex 
House in toe City, to ensure 
that Clifford Chance moved 
into its little Britain develop¬ 
ment. has been charged as a 
one-off £27.3 million. In 
reality, it will be an annual 
cost of at least £5 million. 

The result of all this pru¬ 
dence is that, although net 
assets per share are back 
where they were ten years 
ago, profits in future years 
vrifi be enhanced. This may 
lull investors into thinking 
Wimpey’s shares are a cheap 
means to capitalise on the 
housing market’s recovery. 


Wimpey’s management 
would welcome such an as¬ 
sumption. The group needs 
to replenish its land bank, 
while the reduction in the 
contracting book wifi cause a 
£40 million cash outflow this 
year, so disposal proceeds 
alone are unlikely to be 
sufficient to defend toe bal¬ 
ance sheet If toe shares 
perform, the temptation to 
tap the market for fresh 
equity might be too much. 


Attwoods 


ASIDE from heavy debts 
and a much-needed rights is¬ 
sue. Attwoods has weathered 
the recession because of its 
broad geographic base. Just 
as continental Europe offset 


difficulties in America and 
Britain last year, now toe re¬ 
verse is true. Although conti¬ 
nental revenues may still rise, 
toe recession is already biting 
into margins. 

However, Attwoods* pros¬ 
pects are being hit by the per¬ 
formance of Mindis. its recy¬ 
cling division, which swung 
into losses as a result of de¬ 
pressed metal prices. Alu¬ 
minium prices have more 
than halved in the past three 
years as the former Soviet 
bloc has dumped cheap met¬ 
al on toe market. 

This is not helping gearing 
of 117 percent Norwill cash 
flow reduce debts significant¬ 
ly this year. On a prospective 
p/e ratio of 16 times, toe 
shares look fully valued. 
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Clarifying non-executives’ role 


Continuing 

casualties 


THE 100 lb bomb that killed 
three, injured 80 and devastat¬ 
ed the Baltic Exchange a year 
ago is still docking up casual¬ 
ties. Jim Buckley, the Ex¬ 
change's chief executive, 
reckons that when ft re-opens 
for business on April 5. about 
60 firms that had offices thee 
will not return- “They had to 
find new homes, and they 
discovered it’s cheaper to. stay 
where they are.” he says. 
“Frankly there’s so much of¬ 
fice space in the City at .the 
moment — some of it at £5. a 
square foot — they’ve been 
able to strike-amazing bar 
gains.” No longer is it neces¬ 
sarily advantageous for 
traders to operate under toe 
same roof thanks to computer 
technology. Buckky says toe 
charge for accommodation at 
the Exchange is now running 

at about £20 a square foot But 

it is not just previous tenants 
whowffl be staying away. Over 
100 deaners, security men 
and catering staff lost their 
jobs overnight with toe bomb 
blast, and until restoration is 
fully complete irr three year's- 
time, few wQl be returning. 
Members will meanwhile 
have to make, do with one 
restaurant instead of three. 


speaks unscripted to caznera - 
about toe virtues of toe.chaige 
card, a piece of plastic synony¬ 
mous with eighties status and 
materialistic excess, paid now 
desperate , for a new image. A 
Body Shop spokesman in 
New York said: “We have nev¬ 
er advertised in our life. But 
American Express came to us. 
this isn’t costing us anything, 
ft is a substantial advertising 
campaign and they were pre¬ 
pared to focus on the way we 
do business. We’ve always 
done very well with free adver¬ 
tising and have built our rep¬ 
utation on public relations.” 


European quality standards 
that will allow it to sell the 
cubes in Belgium and export 
them to France and Holland. 


Tricks of the trade 


BRUSSELS may continue to 
harangue Britain over the 
q ua lity of Us water, but Bel¬ 
gians can be assured of keep¬ 
ing their cool this summer 
thanks to 200 tonnes of Lan¬ 
cashire water. North West 
Water is to export ice cubes to 
the thirsty nation, via Fleet- 
wood's Packaged Ice Comp¬ 
any. a spokesman . said the 
Belgidn supermarket Muki- 
frost looked far afield in its 
search for water that meets the 


Green card 


BODY Shop proprietor, Anna 
Roddick, is: now promoting, 
another form of greenfti the 
US — the-American Express 
card. For an undisclosed foe. 
which is being .passed to 
the Mexican co-operaJive 
workers Whose niral tolling 
images form the hfflidrop_of 
the: advertisement. Roddick 



ROCKY Ryan, toe self-con¬ 
fessed Fleet Street trickster, 
daims he has recently de¬ 
clined several offers of work 
from toe within toe Square 
MQe. Ryan, who has in the 
past successfully extracted 
large sums of money from 
newspapers in return for to¬ 
talizing but spurious stories, 
claims to have been contacted 
by several parties in the City. 
“It’s toeusual story. They want 
me to start rumours that will 
move certain share prices up 
or down,” he says, adding that 
the fee for this servioe can be 
£20,000. This time though, 
Ryan says he has refused 
because he is too busy re¬ 
searching his forthcoming 
autobiography. A spokesman 
from Fourth Estate, the pub¬ 
lisher, confirms a! least part of 
the story “We are negotiating 
with him aboux his autobiog¬ 
raphy, although nothing is 
carved in stone yet But even if 
it’s all signed up. we won’t 
know whether to believe it” 


From MrR. N. Bowes 
Sir. My family are sharehold¬ 
ers in Ladbroke. They noted 
with interest that, in toe two 
weeks prior to the announce¬ 
ment of results, virtually all the 
financial columns of the major 
newspapers reported that the 
company would make a sub¬ 
stantial writedown in its prop¬ 
erty investments. The figure 
mentioned was, so for as 1 am 
aware, identical in each paper, 
and it was more or less the 
figure confirmed when toe 
results were issued. 

One feels that what has 
happened can hardly be a 
coincidence, and U seems like¬ 
ly that in some way, the 
reports were instigated by the 
company itself This suggests 
that quite a number of individ¬ 
uals connected with the finan¬ 
cial world had information, 
prior to the publication of the 
results, which was not avail¬ 
able to shareholders ai large. 

I do not think this situation 
is by any means unique. I have 
observed that analysts in the 
City are paid somewhat ex¬ 
travagant salaries, and 1 have 
often thought that these sala¬ 
ries are quite out of line with 
the not very burdensome or 
difficult degree of analysis 
which they carry out This 


does, unfortunately, suggest 
that certain of these people are 
employed on the basis that 
tfrey do receive hints from 
companies with which they 
are particularly connected, as 
to what is happening to toe 
company concerned. What 
must give rise to speculation is 
to what ends toe information 
they so acquire is used. In 
most cases toe analysts publish 
toe information ax some stage, 
but it would be interesting to 
know whether they do share it 
first with some preferred cus¬ 
tomers, and those customers 
will nor necessarily be share¬ 
holders at large. 

One has also noticed toe 
wrath of some financial jour¬ 
nalists and analysts when a 
company reports results rather 
out of line with what has been 
forecast by these gentlemen. 
This must give rise to some 
speculation that the wrath at 
least partly results from the 
failure of the company to leak 
advance information. 

My question is whether aD 
this activity is proper? it seems 
to me the answer is obvious. 
Yours faithfully 
R. N. BOWES 
Fairacre. 

Enton Green, 

Godalming. Surrey. 


impression 


From Mr Peter M. Brown 


From Mr Stanley Lemer 
Sir, I refer to toe reported 
compensation payments 
made by British Petroleum to 
its former chief executive, and 
the apparent under 
peformance of toe company 
during his term of office, and 
would suggest toe initials BP 
could mean to Mr Horton, 
Beneficial Paymaster, and to 
toe shareholders. Bitter Pill. 
Yours faithfully 
STANLEY LERNER, 

37 Hove Park Way. 

Hove, Sussex. 


Common pension age 

From Mr David Lindsay 


Still supporting acceptance of risky business 


Budget U-tums have a long 
history. In 1853 , Gladstone, 
who was credited as Chancel¬ 
lor with inventing the modem 
all-in Budget, launched a me¬ 
dium-term programme de¬ 
signed to eliminate income 
tax, which had been brought 
back nine years earlier to re¬ 
place the duty lost by reform of 
the Com Laws. In his very next 
Budget of 1854, Gladstone 
duly doubled the rate of in¬ 
come tax .' 


From Mr Robert Coulson 


Roddidc giving credit MEUNDA- WnTSTOCK 


Sir, Mr Needham's letter 
(March 11) seeks to face both 
directions at once. First, he 
reminds us, for which much 
thanks, that exports not paid 
for are not worth having. 
Second, he goes on to reveal 
that his department via 
ECGD has paid out over £8 
billion for goods not paid for. 
It is curious why he should 
have supported, and still con¬ 
tinues to support, reckless 
acceptance of such risky busi¬ 


ness. Will his acumen cause 
him to increase ECGD premi¬ 
ums, at least to breakeven 
point? 


Yours faithfully, 
ROBERT COULSON. 
Medlars, 

Mounthin Avenue. 

Chelmsford, 


Letters to The Times 
Business and Finance 
section can be sent by 
fax on 071-782 5112. 


Sir. Graham Seaijeant makes 
many excellent points in 
“Make our state pensions fit 
the people” (March 10) but his 
view that a common state 
pension age of 60 would 
“upset many men" is not 
borne out by survey. 

A “Harris" survey carried 
out for Help the Aged and 
CESPA in 1990 showed that 
75 per cent of men and 77 per 
cent of women would prefer to 
retire at 60 or before. 

Nor should availability of 
state pension from age 60 — 
with right to defer up to. say, 
70 — cause employees to fear 
that they will “be cast off 
before to or time": for it carries 
no sufficient inducement for 
employers that currently pro¬ 
vide occupational pension 
from 65 to incur the very 
considerable extra cost of low¬ 
ering that age. 

Yours faithfully, 

DAVID LINDSAY. 

Legal Adviser, 

CESPA (Campaign for Equal 
State Pension Ages). 

36 Orchard Coombe, 
Whitchurch HUl, 

Reading, Berkshire 


Sir, 1 attended toe conference 
at which toe ProNed survey 
reviewed by Jon Ashworth on 
March 11 was launched. I 
would like to emphasise toe 
message from that conference 
and from our significant con¬ 
tact with non-executive direc¬ 
tors whom we service when 
they sit on remuneration 
committees. 

They are very concerned 
that Cadbury's recommenda¬ 
tions. which were designed for 
major, publidy quoted com¬ 
panies with significant institu¬ 
tional shareholdings, should 
not be applied to toe great 
mass of UK businesses, many 
of which are private or have a 
limited quote. There are po¬ 
tentially good governance re¬ 
quirements for'these compan¬ 
ies but an attempt to use the 
Cadbury suggestions of at 
least three non-executive direc¬ 
tors and the mandatory use of 
board audit and remunera¬ 
tion sub-committees is not the 


answer. 

There is. however, a pro¬ 
active need for non-executives 
in many medium-sized small¬ 
er companies to be alternative 
sources of strategic initiatives. 
They may be the only directors 
with any experience outside 
that single business and are 


increasingly being used in a • 
partially executive role in - 
chairing development and * 
overseas subsidiaries. 

■ Although they recognise > 
their monitoring responsibil- • 
ides, toe best also see toe need 
to be knowledgeable stimula¬ 
tors in several aspects of toe 
business and the ideal candi- » 
dates can therefore be rather ’ 
different from those chosen by '' 
multi-national and very large . 
UK companies. j 

As significant new job ere- - 3 
ation in toe UK will depend ■ 
upon toe ambition of toe ' 
boards of medium-sized busi- 
nesses there is a need to 
encourage toe appointment of 
independent directors but this 
will not be done by over¬ 
emphasising their monitoring " 
role. Most smaller and medi¬ 
um-sized boards indude at 
least one director owning or 
representing a significant in- ’ 
vestment, they are very hard 
on unnecessary overheads and -■ 
will only appoint individuals if ’ ■ 
they can see a positive as well 
as a constraining contribution 
from them. 


Yours faithfully. 

PETER M. BROWN, 
Chairman, 

Top Pay Research Group. 
Upper Ground Floor. 

9 Savoy Street, WC2. 
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Building a wedge of steadily rising revenue 


The Chancellor said that excessive government 
borrowing was the greatest threat to recoveiy. 
Although the effect of his proposals would be 
broadly neutral in 1993-4, revenue would rise by 
£6.5 billion in 1994-5 and £10.5 billion in 1995-6 


The following are extracts 
from I he Financial Statement 
and Budget Report (FSBR or 
Red Book) on the govern¬ 
ment’s medium-term finan¬ 
cial strategy. The medium 
term financial strategy sets out 
the framework for achieving 
sustainable growth based on 
permanently low inflation. 

Last autumn, following the 
suspension of sterling's mem¬ 
bership of the ERM, the 
government put in place a new 
policy framework for its 
counter-inflation strategy. At 
the centre of this framework is 
a quantified target — to keep 
underlying inflation (as mea¬ 
sured by the RPI excluding 
mortgage interest payments) 
in the range 1 to 4 per cent, 
and to bring it down to the 
lower part of this range by the 
end of the present Parliament. 

This target implies a path 
for the growth of money GDP 
— total spending in the econo¬ 
my in cash terms — averaging 
about 6 per cent a year over 
the next three years, and 
falling gradually thereafter. It 
is the role of macroeconomic 
polity to delivery this. The 
purpose of microeconomic 
policy is to improve the effici¬ 
ency of markets and strength¬ 
en the supply performance of 
the economy, so as to raise the 
growth rate of output compati¬ 
ble with a given inflation path. 

Monetary policy 

The conduct of monetary poli¬ 
cy involves a judgment on in¬ 
flationary trends in the 
economy and whether the gov¬ 
ernment's objective is likely to 
be achieved. While sterling re¬ 
mains outside the ERM. deci¬ 
sions about interest rates are 
based on a continuing assess¬ 
ment of monetary conditions, 
measured principally by the 
growth of narrow and broad 
money, and movements in the 
exchange rate and asset prices. 
Developments in these and 
other relevant Indicators are 
now set out in the Monthly 
Monetary Report, which has 
been published by the Trea¬ 
sury since last December. 

For both narrow and broad 
money the government has set 
monitoring ranges which are 
judged to be consistent with 
die medium term path for 


money GDP and hence infla¬ 
tion. There is no similar range 
for the exchange rate, but this 
remains an important indica¬ 
tor which directly influences 
domestic costs and prices and 
reflects market perceptions of 
the stance and future direction 
of polity. Movements in asset 
prices have in the post been 
valuable leading indicators of 
inflation. 

If narrow or broad money 
moves outside its monitoring 
range, or there is a sharp 
movement in the exchange 
rate or asset prices, this is likely 
to be a cause for concern; but 
the evidence from any one in¬ 
dicator has to be weighed 
against the message from the 
others in judging the outlook 
for inflation. 

Narrow money 

Last year’s MTFS set a target 
of 0 to -J per cent for MO 
growth in 1992-3, and this 
larger was reaffirmed in the 
autumn. MO's 12-month 
growth rate fell below the 
centre of the target range in 
June, but rose in the second 
half of 1992 and was above 
the top of the target range in 
February. 

Interpretation of MO has 
been complicated by recent de¬ 
velopments in the relationship 
between its growth and that of 
money GDP and the velocity 
of MO rose accordingly. But in 
the last few years there have 
been signs that MO's velocity 
trend has slowed down. 

For the time being die Gov¬ 
ernment considers it prudent 
to retain a range of 0 to 4 per 
cent for MO. This will apply 
for the whole period covered 
by this year’s MTFS. It will be 
treated as a monitoring range 
rather than a target, because 
the government now has a tar¬ 
get for the inflation rate itself. 
Following the recent sharp fall 
in interest rates. MO growth 
may be above this range in the 
short term: but with polity set 
to delivery the government's 
inf] anon objective it should fall 
back In the medium term. 

Broad money 
and credit 

No ranges were set far broad 
money between 1986 and 
1992; however, M4 was still 


taken into account in assess¬ 
ing monetary conditions. It 
was decided last autumn to 
publish a monitoring range 
for M4. to show what growth 
rates would or would not be 
regarded as a cause for con¬ 
cern. The monitoring range in 
the second half of 1992-3, an¬ 
nounced in the Autumn State¬ 
ment, is 4 to 8 per cent M4 
growth has fallen since the 
monitoring range was set, re¬ 
flecting in particular very low 
growth in lending to the per¬ 
sonal sector in the fourth quar¬ 
ter. and has been below the 
range since the start of 1993. 

The government is setting a 
monitoring range for M4 of 3 
to 9 per cent for the whole per¬ 
iod covered by the MTFS. The 
mid-point of the monitoring 
range is unchanged at 6 per 
cent; fart the width has been 
increased to 6 percentage 
points because it now applies 
to a longer period. 

Fiscal policy 

Fiscal policy will be set to 
maintain sound public fi¬ 
nances. which are essential for 
a sustainable economic recov¬ 
ery. The government's objec¬ 
tive is to bring the PSBR back 
towards balance over the me¬ 
dium term. 

A large part of the present 
PSBR is attributable to the ef¬ 
fects of the economic cycle. But 
it is impossible to determine 
with any precision how much 
of it will be reversed as die 
economy recovers. Whatever 
the underlying position, the 
actual level of die PSBR is im¬ 
portant in hsdf because it adds 
to the amount of public sector 
debt outstanding and Thereby 
raises debt servicing costs. 

Tight public expenditure 
ceilings were announced in 
the Autumn Statement The 
discretionary increases in tax 
revenues announced in die 
Budget will build up over 
time, and together with die 
public expenditure plans wffl 
thus ensure a steady improve¬ 
ment in the underlying fiscal 
position. 

The economy In 
the medium term 

At the trough of a recession it 
is very difficult to assess future 



EbUTnn 1 


*91-2 *92-3 -9M "94-5 *95-6 ’96-7 ’97-8 


General govmt expenditure 238.1 260 280 296 314 329 342 
Genlgovmtreceipts .2222 224 229 251 Z75 293 311 


GGBR 

Public corporations market 
and overseas borrowing 


14.0 36 51 46 40 36 31 

-02 -1 -1 -1 -1 -1 -1 


PSBR 


13J9 35 50 44 39 35 30 


Money GDP 


580.4 599 628 671 718 756 792 


PSBR as % of money GDP 24 5% 8 614 594 4% 39* 

Rounded to lh» nearest £1 MUonfeom 189&3 onwards 


_ 1992-3 19934 1994-6 1995-8 1996-7 1998-0 

Money GDP 334 

Real GDP: 

Non North Sea -34 
Total 
Inflation: 

RP1 excluding MIPS' 3* 

GDP deflator 314 

Nb. Percentage change on previous financial war axcepi f war to 1962 04 aid 1993 
04); forecasts tor 1993-4 and assumptions thereafter. 
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growth prospects. Illustrative 
projections assume that the re¬ 
covery continues to gather 
pace in 1994, and that output 
then grows somewhat faster 
than its trend rate for a num¬ 
ber of years. These growth as¬ 
sumptions ate very s imilar to 
the average of the projections 
made by foe Panel of Indepen¬ 
dent Forecasters (neatly 3 per 
cent a year); and slightly lower 
than in last year’s MTFS. 

With a degree of spare ca¬ 
pacity likely to remain for 
some years yet, inflation is as¬ 
sumed to fall further in the 
medium term. 

These assumptions for out¬ 
put and inflation imply a path 
of money GDP growth which 
averages about 6 per cent a 
year over the next three years, 
before dedining in subsequent 
years. Because of timing ef¬ 
fects associated with the fall in 
the exchange rate, both die 
GDP deflator and money 
GDP will understate underly¬ 
ing movements in 1993-4, 
and overstate them in 1994-5. 

Revenue 

After rising in 1993-4. the 
projected PSBR falls signifi¬ 
cantly as a proportion of GDP, 
so that by 1997-8 it is down to 
3% percent 


Revenue projections are 
based on the conventional as¬ 
sumption of constant tax and 
national insurance rates from 
1993-4, except where future 
changes have already been an¬ 
nounced. All proposed Budget 
changes are taken Into ac¬ 
count Allowances, thresholds 
and specific duties are as¬ 
sumed to be indexed in subse¬ 
quent Budgets from die levels 
proposed in the March 1993 
Budget 

The ratio of general govern¬ 
ment receipts to GDP falls in 
1993-4; the delayed effects of 
broadly unchanged levels of 
economic activity in 1992-3 
outweigh the effects of the 
Budget measures. Thereafter 
the ratio rises as the economy 
recovers and the wedge of tax 
increases announced in the 
Budget builds up. 

Public expenditure 

The objeaive continues to be 
that public spending should 
take a declining share of nat¬ 
ional income over time, while 
value for money is constantly 
improved. The ratio of general 
government expenditure 
(GGE) excluding privatisation 
proceeds to GDP was on a 
downward trend for much of 
the 1980s, though in recent 


years the impact of the reces¬ 
sion has caused the ratio to 
rise. It should resume its 
downward trend as the econo¬ 
my recovers, and as the PSBR 
and thus the growth of debt 
interest begin to fall. 

The projections of general 
government expenditure in¬ 
corporate the control totals 
published in the 1992 Au¬ 
tumn Statement for the per¬ 
iod to 1995-6. Detailed plans 
for the new control total mS be 
settled infuture surveys. The 
projections for cyclical social 
security take account of higher 
levels of unemployment since 
the Autumn Statement 

Public sector debt 

The effect of the recession oh 
the PSBR has led to a rise in 
the net public sector debt ratio, 
and this ratio win continue to 
rise in the next few years. As 
the PSBR comes down, the 
rare of increase will slow. How 
quickly it does so. and the level 
at which the ratio peaks, will 
depend on the medium-term 
economic growth rate. 

Alternative 

projections 

There is inevitably some un¬ 
certainly about medium term 
prospects. The economy is op¬ 
erating well below capacity at 
the moment and output is 
likely to return towards trend 
over the medium term. But 
trend output — the level con¬ 
sistent with stable inflation — 
is not directly observable, and 
has to be inferred from other 
economic data. How quickly 
output will return to trend is 
also uncertain. 

Economic growth is most 
unlikely to follow the precise 
path set out in the main pro¬ 
jection. On the one hand, 
growth could be stronger, giv¬ 
en tire present degree of ware 
capacity: for example, if busi¬ 
nesses control their casts tight¬ 
ly and respond strongly to the 
recent gain in cost competi¬ 
tiveness, UK. trade perfor¬ 
mance could be further 
improved. But equally, the 
pick-up in growth could be 
more sluggish: high levels of 
private sector indebtedness 
could continue to hold back 


the recovery in domestic de-. 
mand. in both foe UK and 
other countries, and the 
growth in world trade could be 
weaker than currently 
expected. 

In the absence of discretion¬ 
ary action,, the path of the 
PSBR is significant^ affected 
by the growth rate. In the case 
of stronger growth the FSBR 
falls to2b percent of GDP by 
1997-8. And even if economic 
developments are less 
favourable, the wedge of tax 
increases announced in the 
Budget should ensure a sub¬ 
stantial reduction in the FSBR 
over the medium term. What¬ 
ever foe outturn' for growth, 
the government will take 
whatever action is necessary to 
ensure a sound and sustain¬ 
able fiscal position. 

The Government has set a 
target range for MO in every 
year since 1984. MO has 
proved a reliable indicator, al- 
its use is primarily to 
current trends in the 
economy, rather than to warn 
of future changes. The target 
range set for MO has come 
down from 4 to 8 percent in 
1984-5 to 0 to 4 per cent in 
1991-2 and 1992-3. MO 
growth has been within the 
ranges set for ntest of this per¬ 
iod tire main exception being 
the period from early 1988 to 
mitH990, when the overheat¬ 
ing of the economy and rise in 
inflation was reflected in MO 
growth wdl above its target 
range. 

Velocity of MO 

Over the whale period since 
the war. MO has grown much 
less quickly than money GDP; 
in other words, its velocity of 
circulation has increased. In 
the 1950s and 1960s MO 
grew about 2 per. cent a year 
on average less than money 
GDP, and since then the gap 
has averaged about 4 percent 
a year. The target ranges for 
MO set in previous years have 
«enerafly assumed a continua¬ 
tion of .foe velocity trend at 
around 4 percent 

This rise In MO's velocity re¬ 
flects both the growing use of 
means of paym e nt other than 
cash and probably also a re¬ 
duction in average cash hold¬ 
ings relative to the amount of 
cash transactions. Interest 
rates probably affect both the 
use of cash as a means of pay 
meat and the average amount 
of cash people hold for a given 
level of cash transactions. 
High interest rates have in the 
past given banks an incentive 
to introduce innovations 
which encourage people to 
keep money intheLr current 
accounts rather than in ash; 
and correspondingly give 


banks' and building societies’ 
depositors an incentive to hold 
money in interest bearing ac¬ 
counts. rather than cash. 
Changes in foe composition of 
spending and the structure of 
employment may also have 
had an effect on MO’s velocity. 

Recent 

developments 

During foe last two decades, 
changes in velocity have fluc¬ 
tuated quite widely from year 
to year. But since the 1980s 
there have been two develop¬ 
ments: the fluctuations have 
become smaller and so has foe 
average annual increase in ve¬ 
locity. In L992-3, MO’svetod- 
ty is estimated to have risen 
only marginally. It is difficult 
at this stage to decide whether 
we are witnessing a temporary 
' effect or a more long-lasting 
change in the trend. 

The recent fall in interest 
rates may have had two effects. 
It may have encouraged indi¬ 
viduals to increase their hold¬ 
ings of cash relative to their 
transactions and it may have 
reduced the incentive for fi- 
- nartdal institutions to find fur¬ 
ther innovations which 
discourage the use of cash. 
The first'effect would cause a 
temporary slowdown in the 
growth of velocity; foe second 
would tend to cause a perma¬ 
nent slowdown. 

If the latter effect is signifi¬ 
cant, the experience of perma¬ 
nently lower inflation and 
interest rates will lead to a low¬ 
er trend increase in MO veloci¬ 
ty in the 19905 than in the 
previous two decades; this 
would mean a higher rate of' 
growth of MO would be con¬ 
sistent with low inflation. If 
MO's velocity trend were to fall 
back to foe 2 per con or so 
average annual increase re¬ 
corded in the 1950s and 
1960s. MO growth could re¬ 
main at or above, the top of a 
0 to 4 per cent range as long as 
inflation remains in foe upper 
half of its 1 to 4 per cent target 
range; especially when real 
GDP is growing faster than 
trend and foe once-for-afl ef¬ 
fects of recent aits in interest 
rates continue, to come 
through. 

The government has derid¬ 
ed to retaina 0 to 4 range for 
MO for the present But foe 
possibility that there has been 
a change in foe velocity trend 
will have to be borne in mind 
in assessing MO’s perfor¬ 
mance in relation to this range 
over foe year ahead. The MO 
range win be treated as a mon¬ 
itoring range rather than a 
target because foe govern¬ 
ment now has a target for the 
inflation rare itself 


Output forecast to rise 1.25 per cent this year 


Mr Lamont said that economic recoveiy was 
gathering pace this year and growth could exceed the 
predicted figure. It was hard to tell, however, just 
when consumers would feel their finances were 
sound enough to support increased spending 


There follow edited extracts 
from foe Red Book on recent 
developments and prospects 
for the economy. 

GDP rose slighdy in the 
second half of 1992. a stron¬ 
ger performance than antici¬ 
pated in the Autumn 
Statement It edged up in both 
the third and fourth quarters, 
but non-oil GDP fell margin¬ 
ally. In 3 992 as a whole. GDP 
was b per cent down on 1991. 
though it was broadly un¬ 
changed between the fourth 
quarters of 1991 and 1992. A 
small increase in domestic 
demand was more than offset 
by a fall in net trade volumes. 

Within GDP, oil output 
recovered strongly in the sec¬ 
ond half of 1992 and rose 3b 
per cent in the year as a whole. 
Other energy output also re¬ 
covered in the second half of 
the year- Manufacturing out¬ 
put fell back a tittle in the 
fourth quarter, though not as 
much as suggested by business 
surveys in the summer and 
autumn, and it was b percent 
higher than a year earlier. 
Construction output fell in 
1992 but not as much as in 

1991. Service sector outpuT 
was little changed. 

The four percentage point 
cut in base rates since early 
September, tire fall in ihe 
value of sterling and the 
measures announced in the 
Autumn Statement have en¬ 
hanced the prospects for recov¬ 
ery. Business optimism has 
improved and there are signs 
of strengthening consumer 
demand. ., 

Neverthdess downside risks 

remain to the central forecast 
Consumer demand may re¬ 
main hesitant, held back by 
high levels of debt relative to 
income and to house prices, 
and by foe fear of unemploy¬ 
ment. And the outlook for the 
continental European eco¬ 


nomics is very subdued. More¬ 
over business surveys have 
indicated false dawns before, 
notably in the autumn of 1991 
and foe spring of J 992. On 
this occasion, however, the 
improvement in confidence 
follows a tangible easing of 
policy there is therefore a 
better chance that it will 
translate into higher activity 
and prove more durable. 

The forecast for GDP 
growth in 1993 is 1U percent 
broadly in line with the aver¬ 
age of forecasts by the Inde¬ 
pendent Panel, but slightly 
more than in the Autumn 
Statement reflecting higher 
than expected output in foe 
second half of 199 2. Growth 
in the year to the second half of 
1993 is unchanged from the 
Autumn Statement at 1 J < per 
cent It is forecast to pick up to 
3 per cent (2 b per cent non¬ 
oil) in the first half of 1994. 

Manufacturing output is 
forecast to rise more rapidly 
than GDP during the course 
of 1993 because of the impact 
of improved competitiveness. 

The main contributions to 
growth in 1993 are expected 
to come from consumers' ex¬ 
penditure, up 1 \ per cent, 
and exports up 54 per cent 
Stocks are also forecast to 
make a contribution to GDP 
growth, with destocking com¬ 
ing to an end during foe 
course of the year. 

Persona] sector 

Consumers’ expenditure has 
moved ahead since foe first 
quarter of 1992, rising by 1*4 
per cent in the year to the 
worth quarter. Recent con¬ 
sumption indicators have 
turned out much as expected. 
But real personal disposable 
income is much stronger than 
forecast, increasing by 2\ per 
oent in 1992 despite a sharp 


fall in unemployment. As a re¬ 
sult the saving ratio rose l 3 * 
point in 1992. to lit per 
oent 

Personal sector spending 
has been dosely linked with 
housing market developments 
in the past few years. Although 
both turnover and prices fell 
sharply in the autumn of 
1992, this now looks to have 
been the effect to fine stamp 
duty concession, which ended 
in mid-August and which 
shifted activity into the sum¬ 
mer. Sentiment in the housing 
market has dearly improved 
in recent months, with help 
from the lower level of interest 
rates, the reduced level of re¬ 
possessions and the measures 
announced in the Autumn 
Statement to take empty prop¬ 
erties off the market. Surveys 
of estate agents and house¬ 
builders suggest greater activi¬ 
ty in the early part of 1993, but 
this has not yet been reflected 
in official housing market 
turnover statistics. House 
prices, though 7b per cent 
lower than a year ago accord¬ 
ing to the Halifax measure, 
have fallen by only 1 per cent 
in the last four months. The 
house price/earnings ratio is 
now back to 1986 levels, and 
below its average of the last 25 
years. While the market is cur¬ 
rently weak by earlier stan¬ 
dards, both prices and 
turnover may start to rise dur¬ 
ing the year. 

Personal sector spending is 
likely to continue to be re¬ 
strained by foe desire for fur- 
ther balance sheet adjustment 
and by the frar of unemploy¬ 
ment. However, consumer 
confidence has picked up since 
the Autumn Statement and 
the interest rate cuts since 
ERM suspension. Retail sales 
have continued their upward 
trend. It therefore seems likely 
that there have been further 
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increases in consumption so 
far in the first quarter similar 
to those in the second half of 

1992. 

The debt/in come ratio fell 
in 1992; it is expected to fall 
again in 1993 but by less than 
in 1 992. The debt/income ra¬ 
tio by mid-1994 could be 
about 7 percentage points be¬ 
low its peak in 1991. 

Labour market 

The cumulative fall in employ¬ 
ment of nearly 2 million to 
September 1992 from its peak 
in June 1990 has been reflect¬ 
ed in a strong productivity per¬ 
formance. Despite the 
weakness of output, non-oil 
productivity has been rising 
since early 1991, increasing 
by 2*2 per cent in the year to 
foe third quarter of 1992. 
Over the year to foe fourth 
quarter of 1992 manufactur¬ 
ing productivity rose by 6 per 
cent. These rates of productivi¬ 
ty growth are much faster than 
normal at this stage of foe 
cycle. 

Unemployment has risen 
considerably less than foe fall 
in employment - by about l .4 
million to January 1993 from 
its low point in April 1990 - 
reflecting falling workforce 


participation. Following a fur¬ 
ther round of job losses in foe 
second half of 1992 foe rate of 
increase in unemployment 
rose, having moderated earli¬ 
er. The rate of increase should 
start to slow down again as the 
economy recovers; though 
since tire level of unemploy¬ 
ment typicafiy lags behind foe 
cycle in activity it will be some 
time before it starts to fail 
again. 

Trade and the bal¬ 
ance of payments 

The current account deficit 
was £12 billion in 1992, com¬ 
pared with E6b billion in 

1991. The visible trade deficit 
rose to £14 billion, as a result 
of an adverse movement in 
trade volumes, with import 
volumes rising twice as fast as 
exports. However, exports 
were rising more strongly than 
imports towards the end of the 
year. Although the terms of 
trade deteriorated sharply in 
foe fourth quarter of l 992 fol¬ 
lowing sterling’s depredation, 
they were b per cent better in' 
1992 as a whole than in 1991. 

In 1991 tiie invisibles sur¬ 
plus benefited from contribu¬ 
tions from abroad towards the 
UK's Gulf War costs and bom 


exceptionally low net transfers 
to foe EG It is not surprising 
therefore that foe surplus feu 
in 1992. But at £2 tnflion it 
was much lower than antici¬ 
pated in last year’s Budget 
forecast estimates both of me 
level of the surplus In 1991 
and of the UK's net stock of 
overseas assets have been re¬ 
vised down since then. 

Manufacturing unit labour 
costs were unchanged in the 
fourth quarter of 1992 com¬ 
pared with a year earlier as 
earnings growth continued to 
slow and productivity growth 
picked up. By contrast com¬ 
petitors’ unit labour costs 
probably grew by 3'v per cent 
This underlying improvement 
in competitiveness is likely to 
continue in 1993. with UK 
unit labour costs set to fall 
while competitor countries’ 
costs continue to rise. The gap 
between UK and overseas unit 
labour cost growth is forecast 
to improve competitiveness on 
its own by about 4 per cent in 

1993. 

The lower exchange rate 
compared with most of last 
year will enhance this underly¬ 
ing improvement so that actu¬ 
al cost competitiveness may be 
about 20 per cent better in 
mid-1993 than a year earlier. 
Price competitiveness is also 
forecast to. improve in 1993, 
but not by as much as cost 
competitiveness because ex¬ 
porters are likely to rebuild 
their profit margins. 

Non-oil export volumes rose 
2b per cent in 1992 as a 
whole. The growth of world 
trade in manufactured goods 
is expected to be similar-in 
1993 to 1992, although the 
growth in UK export markets 
is forecast to fall from 4b per 
cent to 3A percent But better 
competiveness means that ex¬ 
ports should grow faster than 
this in 1993. Manufactured 
raports could rise by 7b per 
cent in' 1993. over 3 per cent 
faster than world trade and 
twice as fast as UK export mar¬ 
ket growth. Exports of all 
goods are forecast to rise 6b 
per cent in 1993 and just over 
10 per cent in foe year to foe 
first half ofl 994. 

A further rise in import pen¬ 
etration is to be expected in 
1993. though foe improve¬ 
ments to competitiveness. 


which benefit firms competing 
with imports just as much as 
exporters, should keep it 
down. The volume of imports 
of goods is expected to rise by 
5b per cent in 1993, a little 
less than in 1992 despite 
stronger domestic demand 

Normally after a large fall in 
the exchange rate import 
prices rise faster than export 
prices, and this is evident in 
the monthly figures available 
since ERM suspension. The 
resulting terms of trade loss, 
expected to be nearly 5 per 
cent for non-oil goods compar¬ 
ing 3 993 wife fee whole of 

1992, has a significant ad¬ 
verse effect on the visible trade 
deficit, more than accounting 
for the deterioration in 1993. 
However, in large part it arises 
beca u se UK exporters hold 
bade from raising their prices 
in the interest of selling more 
to their customers. The higher 
volumes that result will work 
to offset the adverse terms of 
trade effect, but will take some 
time to come through. Simi¬ 
larly improved competitive¬ 
ness will tend to reduce import 
volumes, further offsetting foe 
terms of trade loss. As export 
prices catch up. there is the 
prospect of some improve¬ 
ment in the terms of trade in 
foe first half of 1994. 

QD and gas production rose 
34« per oent in 1992. It is ex¬ 
pected to rise by 6 per cent in 
3 993 as new Adds begin pro¬ 
duction and as output resumes 
from those fields affected by 
the Piper Alpha disaster. Out¬ 
put is expected to be near the 
centre or foe DTTs Brown 
Book range, which shows a 
further sharp increase in 

1994. Net oil exports art ex¬ 
pected to rise in 1993 with ex¬ 
port volumes over 3 per cent 
higher and import volumes b 
per cent higher than in 1992. 
The. oil surplus is expected, to 
rise to nearly. £2 bullion in 

1993. 

The surplus on Interest, 
profits and dividends (I PD) 
rose from lh billion in 1991 to 
£3. billion in 1992. IPp was 
depressed in 1991 because of 
Gulf-war effects on off com¬ 
panies’ profits; and during 
1992 there were exceptional’ 
currency market eanringsas- 
satiated wife foe foimofl iri 
September. Continuing cur¬ 


rent account deficits will re 
duce the UK’s net stock o: 
overseas assets and therefon 
foe IPD balance over the year 
ahead. Against this, the lowei 
exchange rate will raise the 
sterling value of foreign cur¬ 
rency assets and receipts. Thr 
UK's net stock of overseas as 
sets is estimated to have fafler 
from £11 billion at the end ol 
1991 to near zero in foe mid¬ 
dle of 1992. foe end of foe 
year it had risen to £37 billiba 
like goods, the services bat 
ance will benefit from the im¬ 
proved competitiveness, 
though adverse terms of trade 
effects may dominate in 1993. 
The volumes of both exports 
and imports are forecast to rise 
quite strong^ during 1993. 
exports more so than imports. 
But because they start from 
rather depressed levels in the 
second half of 1992. growth 
between 1992 and 1993 as a 
whole is quite modest. 1 per 
cent for exports and b percent 
for imports. The balance of 
transfers is expected to change 
little between 1992 and 1993. 
Overall, the surplus on invis¬ 
ibles might be £3b billion in 
1993, .up from £2 billion in 
1992. 

The current account deficit 
is expected, to rise to £ 1 7b bil¬ 
lion in j 993, with the recovery 
in fo e inv isibles surplus more 
than offset by foe increase in 
me visibles deficit Although 
the forecast is above the aver- 
afieofthe Independent Pan¬ 
el’s forecasts, five of the seven 
panel members expect the def¬ 
icit to be in the range El6b to 
£20 billion. 

Inflation 

The weakness of demand has 
kept strong downward pres¬ 
sure on inflation, despite foe 
tower exchange rate. Underly¬ 
ing inflation, as measured by 
excluding mortgage 


per 
down 2b p* 
since April If 
the exception 
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TO ADVERTISE 

CALL: 071 481 3024 


FACILITIES MANAGEMENT 


FAX! 071 481 9 313 
071 782 7828 


TOTAL FACILITIES MANAGEMENT 




CAXTON FACILITIES 
MANAGEMENT 

An cffia'car and comprehensive system of 
management covering every service within 
commercial premises in order to maxinnsc 
the performance of subcontractors and in- 
house labour. 

An independent company - the Brat to be 
accredited with a BS5750 Certificate far 
the “Management of Facility Services to 
Commercial and Industrial Premises’' - 
selecting cost effective and suitable compa¬ 
nies and rnrtrhing them to client needs. 

A comprehensive quality control system 
offering a Single Integrated Contract. 

Caxton Property Services Ltd 
Offices throughout the I/JC. - Contact: 

Clive Thomas - 0222 578843 


Facilitating building management 
— cost-effectivelj. CFSEMTV 

For a copy of our brochure and further information Sif iffl IS 

on our services, call 071-921 43 SB. SOUTH EAST 

BM South F'ro, Si Christopher House, FREEPOST, London SEI 0 BK. BuiMng M .myam 5«i Baa b a dMttoo if F® 

HADEN FACILITIES MANAGEMENT LTD. 

Lhidcn Facilities Management provides 
a professional and experienced total 

facilities management capabilit) for all ■■JwlflKII 

non-core support services. 

i : rrSin' ivV'J« i..' ; i 

i l.jdcn 1 .’.:l. \t.i:i.ij!v!ncn: 1 ui. Si::ivr.;i H-.-.i-c. t Vv leknarr. Kvr.t HR- 0*\| 

BICC ' 1 cl: : 'S; 2’22 r.i\: -iSl (*2S21 


1--‘—“^l . ■» 


if Matthew Hall 


“Working in partnership with its Customersf 

Matthew Hall, a member of AMEC group provides a comprehensive range of Facilities 
Management and support services to customers in the Commercial, Industrial, Public and 
Healthcare sector. Matthew Hall Facility Services offers a total capability with contracts 
tailored to customers needs. Services include Management, Cleaning, Building and 
Engineering Maintenanace, Security, Pottering, Catering and those support services ~ 
which allow customers to concentrate and benefit from their core activities. aC 

Manhcw Hall Limited. Facility Services Division ’£5 

County Gates, Am ton Road. Ashton. Bristol, BS3 ZJH ” 

Tel: 0272 231950 F« 0272 637218 FS I 


Premises Management Ltd 

Specialists in all support services to 
free your management to manage. 

TVtr fu nher informarirwi anrf rirtaih nfartr 
FREE consultancy service, conncr 
Mike Dzenifl on 0708 736505 


o« 

...first in Facilities Management 


• Serco - a major British company, providing high quality 

Of 

III 

facilities management services since 1964 

• Serco - the experience to provide every service. 

Lu 

for every market 

sJi 

Contact Tim Hancock, Marketing Manager on 081 843 2411 


ESTATE MANAGEMENT SERVICES 

30 Years of experience in public and private sectors and the health service. 


Strategic Property Planning 
Asset Registers & Estate Terriers 
Preparation of Maintenance Documents 
Management of Maintenance Contracts 


FadUties Management 
Maintenance Audits 
Fire & Safety Audits 
Specialist Inspection Services. 


For farther information telephone Chris Ndhams or Phil McGrath on 071-799-3131 
Estate Management Limited is a wholly owned snbsidiary of the CAPITA GROUP Pic 


TAYLOR WOODROW FACILmES MANAGEMENT 

For comprehensive expertise and a first class service in:- 

■ FACILITIES MANAGEMENT 

■ MAINTENANCE MANAGEMENT ^ 

■ WORKS MANAGEMENT / WM\ 

■ PROPERTY MANAGEMENT » X H | 

For further Information contact Steve Sams 081 575 4361 


Planned Maintenance Facilities Limited can 
provide all the service requirements of 
your premises from a single specialist 17 
source. We offer a quality service at a TtgslJ 
reasonable cost, based on over thirty . 
years experience in the building t 

services maintenance field. | \ 


Our totally flexible approach to meeting 
client requirements enables us to 
precisely tailor each contract to 
r' satisfy specific needs, regardless of the 
size or location of your premises. For 
further information call for a copy of our 
brochure TODAY! 


Planned Maintenance Facilities Limited 

12-14 Lombard Road, London SW11 3AY. Gp 

|iVV Ter: 071-228 6400 Fax:071-924 3480 g 

A member of the Planned Maintenance Engineering Limited Group of Companies. 


ing your 
technical and 
needs 


Drake & Scull Technical 
Services, the building - 
sendees and facilities 
management division of 
JWP UK Ltd, offers an 
innovative, flexible and 
diverse range of co 
solutions and 
retain the 


entire 

support 


nationwide/ 4 —®"** 
Prestigious die 
British Airways ha 
advantage at 

♦ Guaranteed Costs and 
Savings 

♦ Agreed Service Levels 

♦ Delegated Responsibility 
arid Risk Sharing 

♦ Single Point Contact 

♦ Customer Retained 
Strategic Control 

Coold we help you? ' 
Please call Gilly Carter 
on 0703 266333 



SZrESSSElP^ 





Drsks S Scull 
Technical Services 
Drc-se Scui: House 
Msvt'iower Close 
C'^rCigrS . s o*c 
Sts.'leiw.^ 

Hamoshirs S05 3'>'p 


PARTITIONING 


PARTITIONING 

SOLUTIONS 

• QUALITY Maaafecterer to BS 5750(1987) 

• FLEXIBILITY Wide range of system sofabom 

• SERVICE National coverage and after sales 

• ASSURANCE Estabfisbed over 30 years. 

FROM KEYSAN LTD 

Southern Office: 

071 436 5231 

Northern Office: 

0942 711229 


Huppe Operable 
Wall Systems 

for Offices , Hotels & Restaurants 
Conference & Meeting Areas 

u Flexible space division 

■ Ease of operation 

■ Acoustic Integrity 

■ SoBdor glazed. 

(WfiYMHPBtFOmNCE 


HOPPE range 


TO: ms 016666. FAX: 617777 


PAYROLL 



PAYpllIS 


FULLY MANAGED P AYROL L 
3t ADMINESTKATKW SERVICE 

SAVE TIME* SAVE MONET'EEWXXOVHHEABS* 

PAYROLL PROCESSING. reporting, satmory updates, 
nwj nm er support. nta fioon wMi BACS, Btalfct, 
inland Reveane, DSS t daamxfay idna nitfftf i nn A 
advice. FfcxMitjrtD beadle m tia'awiiaii/, any 
pay period, method or deadfiae. 

FhaweaalMfeChniP*kMv 

COMPANY MANAOMENTL1TL 

071-637-3109 


A Quality Facilities Management 
Service with over 
50 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 
in the UK. 

Branches Nationwide. Write or phone 

0344 424555 

HaoeyweD Control Systems Ud. Claries Square. Bracknell. 
Berkshire RG12 1EB. 

Honeywell 


Helping You Control Your World 


PARTITIONING 




SHORT OF SHELF 
SPACE? 

PROBLEM SOLVED 

WITH OUR RANGE OF STATIC AND 
MOBILE SHELVING SYSTEMS 

FOR OPEN PLAN AREAS, STORAGE WALL 
UNITS ARE THE ANSWER 

Images Storage And Partitioning 
limited 

68 Iron Mill Lane, Crayford 
KENT DAI 4RR 

Tel: 0322 525975 
Fax: 0322 58032 




SELECT 


FACB/HES ftMNAGQbEHT LTD . 

TOTAL FACILITIES MANAGEMENT 




GROUP LTD. 


Your 1st 
Choice in 
Support 
Services 
Management 

PALL MALL 




SERVICES 

Teleohone 071 274 8522 


sv. 


PERSONNEL 


EURO 

PERSONNEL 

I r. SERVICES 

FACILITIES MANAGEMENT RECRUITMENT 

Euro Personnel Services are die marfcci leaders with 
over 13 yean experience in supplying Building 
Services and Facilities Staff from Operatives 10 
Director level on a Temporary or Pemuncm basis. 
For quotations for labour costs or detaiis of Managers 

available call John Davison: _ 

* „ 8712476685 

AFM EURO PERSONNEL ApBS'A 

ufwfu SERVICES fiSBBE 

51 - S3 GUN STREET. 

LONDON El 6AH 


Giving Managers Tinie Free to Mange 

P&O Total Pa ralitica Management Ltd offers a ringb- 
source 'unit capability to a range of 

co etra ae&ouz or in-boose service operations. 

To dhcjiai bow your wynLmiai can benefit fimu oor 
service phase call Lnsame Pbotknx on 081 995 2324. 

MO TOTAL FACnmES MANAQEMENT LIMITED; 
MUUINER BOUSE, FLANDERS ROM* 
TURNHAM GREEK, LONDON W4 INK. 
ft* 08] 7421481 

m 

H&O Total Facilities 


Service Interface 


An dtanen of i da p an rhtf mor t ert bo d ng, expert service 
provider joining togdber to provide a credible angle-source 
ayt&ftyfar T u fc tf t rie d faatfes and Support 5enoees'. 


Compel 


Drmko'jrScaff 


E nv i ronm ental 


PINKERTON 


Food Ssrvica Management 


Technical Services 


Cleaning Services 


Waste Management 


Security Services 


Workmen-& Hygiene 


Contact - Mkha^ Davis 
Service Interface Teh 0753 645252 


CONSULTANT ENGINEERS 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS 


BUILDING 

MANAGEMENT 

SYSTEMS 

Environmental controls System* 
i n te gra tion Coordination 

Surveys • specifications • design 
0 rn mm 'ml n ni n g g 

• Independent professional engineers 


Partnership 

Tel: 0727 46193 
Fax: 0727 46217 


Chalmers Associates UK 


TfbnrwnmnnlrartBrwi flmtnftnm 

FACILITIES MANAGEMENT 

★ TELEPHONE MANAGEMENT SERVICES 

★ SYSTEM MANAGEMENT 

★ CONTRACT STAFF 

★ HOLIDAY/ILLNESS COVER 

★ ADDITIONAL RESEARCH CAPIBIUTY 

★ IMPARTIAL ADVICE ON ALL 
ASPECTS OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

★ NATIONAL COVERAGE 

For further information 
contact Alan Peach 



FACIUTIES 

MANAGEMENT 

Will appear in 1993 on the 
following dates: 

Wednesday 21st April 1993 
Wednesday 19th May 1993 

Wednesday 16th June 1993 
Wednesday 21st July 1993 
Wednesday 18th Angnst 1993 
Wednesday 15th September 1993 
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Optimistic managers: Barrie Morgans, left, of IBM UK. and John Jack, of Proconi, who are keen to develop their overall 


services 



N ot many new businesses 
bring in a profit in their 
first year. However, 
Procord, a manage¬ 
ment and staff buy-out of the 
facilities management arm of IBM 
UK, has just achieved that - ' 
Procord is already looking,' after 
1S months of independent opera¬ 
tion, in a 50 per cent jump in 
turnover in fts second year of 
operation. Its projections for tile 
third year are equally optimistic. 

Procord is an example, and an 
unusual one. of oneof the several 
ways in which facilities manage¬ 
ment has been growing. The most 
familiar pattern of development in 
foismdu^ arises when a property 
services company is at first skilled in 
one or two areas, such as catering, 
cleaning or some other servicing 
element It then acquires a range of 
practical skills and finally gradu¬ 
ates to offering a total facilities 
management service. 

This was essentially the growth 
pattern at the two leadmg com¬ 
panies in faciliti es management, 
the P & O and BET groups. 

Another pattern is for a big 
company to develop its property 
management. capability to. the 
point where it makes sense for that 
expertise to be sold to other com¬ 
panies, offering consultancy he^for 
project management or berth: 

Thai path has been largely 
followed with the property services 
division of IBM. . Proconi ’i has ' 
become a separate corporate entity 


Derek Harris oh a company that has had 
a 50 per cent jump in turnover in 


its second year of independent operation 


a subsidiary. 


rather than 

The thinkinjg id the IBM proper¬ 
ty services division, which, then 
became Proconi, was to go for 
outside contracts based both on 
consultation and project manage¬ 
ment — what John Jade, the 
Procord managing director, de¬ 
scribes as a bridge between the two 
activities. Mr Jack had beaded the 

property services oper- _ 

ation at IBM and led 
the management buy¬ 
out with the backing 
of IBM. which now 
has a minority stain* 
of 49 per cent 

IBM was making 
more efficient use of 
workstation space by 
arranging for an in¬ 
creasing number of 
people to work partly 
from home, in their 


Not many 
businesses 
bring in a 
profit in the 
first year 


exploit the talent and skills that had 
been developed was a superb 
marketing opportunity. We decid¬ 
ed that if Mr Jack and his team 
played their cards right, they could 
win outside major contracts." 

Thu would mean that the team 
of 90 in property sendees could be 
kept together. 

The decision to create Proconi as 
the way ahead to ex¬ 
ploit the market more 
fully was made early 
in 1991. When 
Procord was launched 
later in the year it had 
a E24 million annual 
contract . over five 
years from IBM for 
managing IBM facili¬ 
ties needs, in Belgium 
as well as in the 
United Kingdom. 
Soon Procord was 


cars or even in a customer's office. 
One result was that a third of the 
IBM buildings portfolio was _ no 
longer needed, i 

•At the same time, the internal 
facilities management capability 
had been growing during the late 
1980s. Barrie Morgans, the direc¬ 
tor of. quality 1 and management 
services at IBM UK. sgys: "To 


also doingwork for Guinness at the 
brewer's London plant at Park 
Royal. With a big contract for BP 
Exploration, part of the BP oil 
group, Procord took on responsi¬ 
bility for all the services at a greater 
London headquarters from clean¬ 
ing, catering and security to run¬ 
ning tiie office services and even 
organising the first-aid require¬ 


ments. The BP contract is worth £4 
million a year. 

Procord now has 20 clients, 
including one that recently signed a 
contract for the facilities manage¬ 
ment company to look after the 
servicing needs of the Leeds head¬ 
quarters of Asda. the supermarket 
operator. In the first 12 months of 
operation, turnover was more than 
£26 million, and pre-tax profits 
readied almost £500,000. 

Already the reliance on the initial 
IBM contract commitment is di¬ 
minishing, as the IBM proportion 
of Procord's has fallen from 90 per 
cent in the first year to about 60 per 
cent That process is fikdy to 
continue. 

At present, IBM is a "satisfied 
shareholder”, Mr Morgans says. 
"We are delighted at the way thin gs 
are going. We point to Procord as a 
shnung example of people with the 
right expertise being able to have a 
good go at a market to the benefit 
both of themselves and IBM." 

P nocord’s team now numbers 
200, double the original staffing 
strength. Mr Jack says: "We have a 
healthy balance sheet. There is 
share capital of just under El 
million and two-thuds of the 
founding staff are shareholders. 

"It may be some years away, but 
no doubt we shall get to a stage 
where we should consider whether 
to turn our paper wealth into real 
w ealth, although tiie best route to 
take — a flotation or whatever — is 
hard to guess at for the moment" 


The sector now has an annual turnover of more than £4 billion 


C leaning is not just a mop and 
bucket business any more. 
Modem office buildings, 
high technology equipment, spe¬ 
cialist use of chemicals in manufac¬ 
turing — all have ban stretching 
the capabilities of the cleaning 
industry and hastening the process 
of specialisation. 

Among medium sized and larger 
companies with 100 or more 
employees, about 80 per cent no 
longer do their own cleaning but 
outsource — contract work out — to 
specialist companies. 

The cleaning market is worth £4 
billion a year and the Cleaning and 
Support Services Association 
(CSSA) estimates that in 1991 its 
members turned over £1.3 billion, 
an increase of more than a fifth 
over the previous year. 

Sales since 1986 have more than 
doubled for CSSA members who 
now account for more than two- 
thirds of outsourcing cleaning 
sales. The general view in the 
industry is that recession has 
turned more companies to 
outsourcing. Broadening the scope 
of their activities into areas such as 
pone ring and messenger services 
has also'helped keep volume sales 
up. However, keen competition has 
meant tighter profit margins for 
the cleaning companies. 

Robin Oakley Smith, the chair¬ 
man of the CSSA. says: "Cleaning 
contractors have weathered the 
recession reasonably well. Adding 
other services to their contracts has 
been a key’factor and there are still 
more opportunities of this sort that 
could benefit the industry." 

Mr Oakley Smith is the manag¬ 
ing director of Pall Man Services, 
pan of the Davis Services Group. 
Pall Mall is one of the biggest 
cleaners. BET’S Initial is the market 
leader, followed by the privately 
owned OCS, then 1SS, which has a 
Danish parent company. 

Further growth is promised as. 
under government pressure, the 
public sector at local authority and 
Whitehall department level turns 
more to outsourcing. One snag is 
that controversy over transfer of 
undertakings legislation has 
brought uncertainty for private 
sector contractors on how far they 
will be flee to compete with in- 
house arrangements. 

The cleaning industry has been 
changing and companies have 
moved in two separate directions. 
Some continue to develop as con¬ 
tract cleaners while others, many of 
them the larger operations, are 
offering a cocktail of support ser- 


Cleaners 
update 
Mrs Mop 
image 



primarily of the contract cleaners 
while a new one. the Association of 
Support Service Contractors, is 
being created. From next year, it 
will run alongside the CSSA. 
sharing the. same secretariat and 
catering mainly for those pursuing 
the broader servicing strategy, al¬ 
though it is envisaged that some 
CSSA members wil] want dual 
membership. 

According to Tony Hoskins, the 
business development director at 
Initial Cleaning Services, the pace 
of change in the cleaning business 
is as fast as in the whole of facilities 
management 

Initial, which has its headquar¬ 
ters at Reading, is one of several 
BET group subsidiaries covering a 
number of aspects of facilities 
management including security, 
catering and plant hire. There is a 
total faciljties management consul¬ 
tancy. Initial's clients indude IBM, 
London's Plaza hotel, the London 
Stock Exchange. Goodyear's West 
Midlands factory at Dudley and 
Manchester airport. 


Abseiling team: cleaning up 


vices adding to deaning such 
capabilities as catering and 
security. 

The CSSA has had to face up to 
these strategic direction differences. 
A change of name to the Support 
Services Association narrowly 
failed to get sufficient support from 
CSSA members. The CSSA name 
will be retained for the benefit 


M r Hoskins says “One 
growth element is mov¬ 
ing into new areas such 
as transport, such as motor coaches, 
and some rail systems, although 
not yet BR. Companies arc also 
beginning to realise that deaning 
companies have a range of activi¬ 
ties as technology has produced 
more specialisation.” 

Another growth element Mr 
Hoskins says, is that companies 
beset by the recession have opted to 
extend the life of fitments and 
equipment through restoration 
rather than going for replacement 
The complexity of modem build¬ 
ings with their air-conditioning 
and other ducting means that their 
needs are best met by specialists 
with a range of servicing tech¬ 
niques, inducting abseOmg tech¬ 
niques developed by mountaineers. 

This is reflected in the develop¬ 
ment of OCS, Britain's second 
biggest deaner. It was founded by 
Frederick Goodliffe in 1900 when 
he worked in London armed with 
a ladder, a bucket and a 
v. Now OCS has 40 subsid¬ 
iaries and divisions aimed at deal¬ 
ing with most aspects of property 
maintenance. It covers deaning, 
hygiene, security, refurbishment 
and total facilities management 
Cleaning of commercial proper¬ 
ties accounts for about half its 
annual turnover of £ 195 million. 


Derek Harris 
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CLEANING SERVICES • ! : - 

•• : : . 

WATERCOOLERS 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

——_: . • 



WORLD'S 


LARGEST 


CLEANING 


Norfolk House. Christmas Lana, 

Famham Common, 
Slough. Berkshm SL2 3JQ 
0753647381 


COMPANY 


VENETIAN BUNDS 


Specialist deaners, 
snppliers and renovators. 


Efficient ultrasonic deaning 
for Facilities Managers, Landlords 
.and Office Managers. 
Greater Lopdonabd elsewhere. 


TANDO 


128 High St Beckenham BR3 1EB 
Phone 081-650 0730 




WATERMS PLASH 


Natural Spring Water Dispensed 

We DELIVER Wattnmdsi and 
Natml Spring Water 
■ 24 hour 


B No botfls dsposMi required 
B Free wn gstng service 
B Free macfcl 
B Fme 10 day tiM- 


WATHISPLASH PIC. WATERSPIASH HOUSE. L0WTHEB 
HOAD, STANUORE. MIDDLESEX. HA7 1QJ 


Systems that work for you 


AutoCAD for estates services and 
facilities managers 



1 • - 1 


.r 




HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING 


INFORMATION MANAGEMENT 


1 




Can Na FS21616 




cenNaFSZine 


FUEL SAVINGS THROUGH QUALITY MAINTENANCE 


• m^d-D—o eofiflHYACSwtenaiadBgfldimSeryfcct. •NUMneidefalnaponse. 24hoerEmfljnujCiIkmi-Servk* 

• end Hmi P nyunn moi * Resale Monhariag, Coocofimg Pha Sana and En riron m att. 

Head O ffice: HEA.TSAVE LTD. 32-34 Wellington Street, London. WC 2E 7QZ. 

Telephone: 071-379 7255 Fax: 071-240 1055 
OTHER OFFICES P4 DERBY . IjONTOOH DOCKLANDS 1 READING . 




INRHmATKMI HANDLING FACILITIES MANAGEMENT 
Datacom Services Ltd - 071 608 1351 
Computer Output Microfilm 
Datagen - 0483 575312 
Document Filming 

Microrite Systems Led - 071 251 8567 
Laser Printing 

Scan media Ltd - 071 250 3377 
Scanning & Digitising 


AutoCAD is the worlds 


foremost CAD 
software. The AutoCAD 
package as provided by 
Hunsbury offers a 
complete premises and 
facilities management 
solution without 
burdening the user with 
complicated or 
expensive add-on 
software. 

The Hunsbury package 
incorporates specific 
and more importantly 
practical too/s for 
space, asset anti move 
management, 
services planning and 
maintenance tracking. 



AUTOCAD’ 


For further 
information contact 

Hunsbury 

30-32 

St. James Mill Road 
Norhhampton 
NN5 5JW 
Or call 

Samantha Jones on 
0604 580999 


Hunsbury 


Premises & Facilities 
Management 


FREE SEMINARS 


Next Seminar: Wed 14th April 
Also Free Demo Disks 



Main Dealer 



ARCHIBUS/FM AUTOCAD 


□ Space Management 

□ Asset Management / Bar Coding 

□ Cable Management 

□ Maintenance 


based on ARCHIBUS/FM, 
AUTOCAD, DOS and UNIX 


excitech 


arancss Cflnw 
Sux*>igsKi» Unr 
Dfe*UA*ScH0 7J» 


081 - 804-9942 fax 081-443-4396 


PROFESSIONAL CATERING 


PROFESSIONAL CATERING 


VENDING SERVICES 


LIFT SERVICES 


What to look for in your fadSties 


Whoever you entrust with your facilities 
management, you need to be sure not only of 
their management ability but also that they 

can caU upon ati the appropriate skills. 

Gardner Merchant's people have acquired 
these skills over many years ofquality services 
management. They have made us a world 
leader in this field, arid our managec ie best 

in the business- 

Which ****«= you're-able ro reduce your 
costs, and concentrate on your.'core' 
activities. 

And with such expertise at your disposal, 
Gardner Merchant Rialhies Management can 


give you whatever you're looking for. 

For further information, simply call 
Maurice McBride on 041 889 1231 
or complete the coupon below. 





GARDNER MERCHANT! 


Leading the way 
m Facilities Management 


return Ak coupon ^__ ^, r ; 

110 Hawkbe** ***** PA2 7V&m 

■ . ■ v*® 1 **- 1 

(tod* T frW", ■ 


Company: 




_TtHKode 


T ukph c or - 




The Caterers 
with a fresh approach 
to Staff & Executive 
Dining 


London A Leeds 


Teh 071 814 9595 
Far Brochure and Details 


VENDING SERVICES 


REFRESHINGLY BI7ITT 
DIFFERENT 



KLIX® & FLAVIA® 
In-Cup and Fresh 
Brew Drinks Systems 


Free phone; 
0800378874 


Pour Square DtvWoo of Um 
A uu rtra m Brad. Bampake, 
HxnttGMONU 


Typeof boonfoa 


«ur ml TLAVU.'n At refcknd 

KakvtaotMnGBLtanU 



A Revolution 
in the Office 
Cuppa 

; m. 


■: f. I 



Far freshly made, quality teas 
and coffees and other hot t/rinks, 
reedy nsesonds and served In your own favourite cup. 


Expmnu tf» casta of tf» unfa# {Monaster Rotunda Sysosn. 


Call Freefone 0800 373515 


Drink master 


stan&h^ 

LIFTS 


Property 
Managers 

call 

Stannah Lifts Service 
Ltd 


on 


Tel: 021 -359-5868 
Fax: 021-359-3403 

Genuine 24 hour 365 day service 
on ail makes of lifts 
Local office in Yellow Pages 


PROFESSIONAL INSTITUTE 


The Institute of Maintenance 
and Banding Management 


IMBM 


National Conferences, 
and RiMjiiaw^ 


0252 

1710994/ 

724491 
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Who carries the BBC can? 


Tomorrow the BBC 
governors confront 
a leadership crisis. 


Peter Flddick 


traces the story 


W hatever the outcome 
of their deliberations 
this week the 12 
members of the 
BBCS Board of Governors now 
have one subject firmly on the 
agenda: themselves. 

This is a week the governors will 
not easily forget. Yesterday they 
met for *'informal" (ie emergency) 
discussions. Tonight they will see 
each other again for what seems 
bound to be a rather strained 
farewell dinner for Sir Michael 
Checkland. And tomorrow comes 
this months's scheduled meeting. 

Less than a week ago. it seemed 
that the affair of the director 
general's contract brought only his 
own role into question. Then, as it 
emerged that only three governors 
had known about the service con¬ 
tract arrangement between John 
Birt Productions and the BBC in 
1987. and that one of those 
apparently disagreed at least with 
continuing it. the spotlight turned 
on the role of the chairman of the 
governors and his deputy. 

" Yesterday three leading newspa¬ 
pers called for Marmaduke 
Hussey’s resignation. Last week’s 
statement of confidence in Birt was 
signed only by Hussey — who has 
ban abroad throughout the rum¬ 
pus until two days ago — and Lord 
Barnett, the deputy chairman. Oth¬ 
er governors evidently preferred to 
wait until they could meet before 
taking a view. 

It is a remarkable reverse in the 
public standing of the man who 
has been one of the most active, 
some would say interventionist 
chairmen in the BBC's history. 
Appointed in 19S6. on the death of 
Stuart Young. Hussey had his 
tenure extended two years ago for a 
further full five-year term. Thar 
would put him among the longest- 
serving chairmen. 

“Duke" Hussey is a genial man 
and his early' reputation was as one 
who listened to those around him. 
though his capacity for caking, 
tough stands was never in doubt. 
He'was the managing director of 
Times Newspapers who defied the 
print unions in 1979. 

Sidelined by the News Interna¬ 
tional takeover of The Times 











Armanigate: Marmaduke Hussey (left) was one of the few governors who knew that John Birt (right) was not on the BBC staff 


THE SOUL OF AN INSTITUTION 


THE BBC is accustomed to 
faring crisis. Over the years, 
(here have been a number of 
causes citebres, including Yester¬ 
day's Men, A Question of Ulster 
and Real Lives. But all these 
issues, deeply divisive at the 
time, were concerned with pro¬ 
grammes. The crisis that has to 
be resolved this week deals not 
with personalities nor with pro¬ 
grammes but with the institution 
itself. 

All institutions base their foun¬ 
dations on a number of common¬ 
ly held beliefs. Those who are 
part of the BBC know-they are in 
a uniquely privileged position, 
with the public interest always 
foremost In their minds. If these 


(though still a director until 1986), 
his main media activity was as a 
director of a commercial radio 
group until Douglas Hurd pro¬ 
duced him in 1986 as the surprise 
successor to Young. But he had 
dearly not lost a taste for action. 
Ten weeks after Hussey's appoint¬ 
ment he and Barnett called for 
Alasdair Milne. the director gener¬ 
al. and demanded his resignation. 

The choice of Milne’s successor 


beliefs are ignored, the institu¬ 
tion wffl lose its right to survive. 

In the BBC’s most recent 
document, setting out its case for 
the renewal of foe charter, the 
daim is rightly made that the 
BBC is the world’s most trusted 
international source of news and 
information, culture and 
entertainment. 

What has happened in the last 
10 days has made foe BBC not 
just the butt of cartoonists and 
comedians, but sadly has made it 
risible. The BBC as an institution 
has been wounded. How deep is 
the damage that has been done? 
How can it be mended? This is 
the issue the Board of Governors 
has to address tomorrow. 


did not go Husse/s way. His own 
favoured candidate. David 
Dimbleby, did not find favour with 
the board. The vote went to 
Michael Checkland. who then 
declined to have Dimbleby as h is 
deputy. 

Later, Hussey once more found 
his colleagues divided on his wish 
to appoint John Birt What fol¬ 
lowed was a bungle that now comes 
back to haunt the board. 


During my years in the BBC 1 
was always told that the gover¬ 
nors are the BBC. They have 
sometimes failed to stand up for 
the things that matter. But 
somehow, with good judgment 
and occasional good hick, they 
have ensured that the institution 
has come through unscathed 
This crisis is about foe soul of the 
BBC its eminence as a broad¬ 
caster and its role in foe fabric of 
our lives. If foe governors fail in 
their duty tomorrow the dismem¬ 
berment of the BBC will have 
begun. 

Paul Fox 

• The author is a farmer managing 
director of BBC Network Television. 


Using an unusually dosed proce¬ 
dure — no new^styie advertising the 
job. no old-style internal board, but 
an evening over dinner — the 
compromise was reached of offer¬ 
ing Checkland a one-year exten¬ 
sion. He accepted Bin was 
appointed D-G in waiting, and the 
18-month period of shadow-leader¬ 
ship that followed contributed 
more than any other factor to the 
uncertainties and suspicions, inside 
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Granada pleads 
not guilty 

The Coronation Street company says its 
programmes are as good as ever 


the Corporation and without, about 
the true intentions of those who led 
it. 

And now, Armanigate. Once 
again, foe executive style of foe 
chairman and his deputy has 
highlighted the issue of foe gover¬ 
nance of the BBC. 

Changes had already been sig¬ 
nalled The “Extending Choice” 
document raises foe need for 
dearer separation of foe powers of 
the governors and those of man¬ 
agement. And foe governors have 
moved from fortnightly to monthly 
meetings. But monthly meetings 
strengthen further foe primacy of 
the chairman and his depaty. for 
they are now a permanent presence 
at foe BBC. They have offices there, 
more knowledge of daily affairs 
than the other governors. -more 
time to consider them than top 
management. 

Only since Milne has foe top 
executive been appointed on fixed- 
term contract, renewable as foe 
governors see fit The constitutional 
wisdom of having a chairman with 
a 10-year term and enhanced 
powers both over management 
whose membership changes in foe 
natural order of things, and over 
his part-time, shorter-term col¬ 
leagues, seems an appropriate 
point at which the debate about the 
governance of foe BBC might 
begin. 


T he Independent Television 
Commission meets tomor¬ 
row to decide its response to 
a charge that foe company which 
produces foe nation’s most popular 
programme — Coronation Street 
— and a range of current hits from 
Medics and Maigret to foe new¬ 
comer, September Song and World 
In Action, should be deprived of its 
ITV franchise (Peter Fiddick 
writes). Either that or the ITC itself 
should be arraigned for dereliction 
°f duty. . . 

. Since foe charges are made by 
Ann Chvyd, M P. spokesperson on 
national heritage matters for Her 
Majesty's Opposition, they have ro 
be taken seriously — hence their 
consideration at a fuD assembly of 
the ITC. Her wide- 
ranging charges 
daim that foe old¬ 
est and long foe 
most respected 
company in the net¬ 
work is. among 
other things, mak¬ 
ing fewer quality 
programmes than 
it promised, while 
butchering its staff 
and board to an 
extent that makes it 
already not the 
company which 
won the new Happy: Ju 
franchise. inCorooi 

This assault, pro¬ 
ducing a broadside of broadsheet 
newspaper headlines, was made at 
the same time as tabloid denuncia¬ 
tions of a threat to sell Coronation 
Street to satellite television. It 
might come as a surprise, then, to 
find that Stephen Morrison, who 
as managing director of Granada 
Broadcasting has prime responsi¬ 
bility for its broadcasting policy and 
production, is in high spirits, 
already confident foe company win 
be vindicated. 

“1 spent force days going 
through her letter to foe ITC — she 
never sent it to us—and comparing 
it both to our present performance 
and to the promises in our fran¬ 
chise application." he said. “In our 
response, which the ITC now has, I 
have listed 21 specific allegations, 
all of which are untrue. And then I 
stopped. I am very surprised that 
someone in Ann Clwyd’s position, 
and foe MPs who supported her. 
should make such charges against 




lappy: Julie Goodyear 
in Coronation Street 


a company without checking them 
again st the evidence." 

Morrison, a small, vociferous 47- 
year-old Scot, asserts that Granada 
has never been in a stronger 
position, in terms of its network 
production, regional program¬ 
ming and audiences. It has never 
had a nrore active and programme- A 
oriented board of diraaors, and W: 
currently employs more people 
than any other company in foe 
network. 

On the second issue—though by 
far the most important if some 
reaction is to be believ ed — Corona¬ 
tion Street has now been saved for 
foe nation, and with a useful hike 
in the rates. 

But if foe near future looks. 

bright foe recent 
post has beer, pain- 
fuL Morrison does 
not deny it. “What 
is true is that we are 
restructuring foe 
company, and this 
•has been a veiy 
painful process.” 

He dentes that 
the company’s new £ 
management sees 
the television arm 
simply as a cash- 
cow. “Granada al¬ 
ways has been the 
; Goodyear most tightly — and 

ion Street most tighr-fistedfy 

— managed of foe 
ITV companies. The Granada 
Group quite property wants Grana¬ 
da Television to be profitable, but 
we are also determined to remain a 
major producer-broadcaster and 
the group is committed to that’' he 
says. 

As part of that he is intent on 
sustaining the company’s talent 
base. If.foe number of staff has 
indeed been sharply reduced, it is * 
still Morrison claims, as large as 
any comparable company's. 
“While we can keep production 
high, we can keep employment 
high. In 1991. Granada had l .460 
employees: currently the figure is 
1.316." 

Steve Morrison is avowedly in¬ 
tent on reestablishing Granada’s 
reputation as a maker of bold, 
innovative programmes. The Lab¬ 
our assault was an unlooked-for 
diversion which if his view of the 
record is sustained may be about to 
prove an unexpected ally. 




MEDIA, SALES & MARKETING 


CITY PARTNER 

Pmtigl'HB company In Cwtfnd 
London seeks hant-MXting. 
honosL M atom afl, moBwttd 
IwfwdiBls faced 2W5}. PottnlaBy 
vey high ranumenfflon. ndi a view 
to management and unfit stare. No 
previous npenmo necasaaiy. 
Contact GERALD SPENCER 
on 071 4360483. 



requires letting 
negotiator for its 
HbOand Park office. 
1/2 years experience. 
Car driver. Please ring 
Jenny Harris 
on 071-727 2233. 


PROPERTY 

Where The Money Is 
- Wimbledon 

Longean blfahcd md successful 
property ora up h*r* cnxUan 
nancy tot bright, inutligc oz, 
mttkn directed ' n ax m jre'. 
Car and properly operieoce 
needed. A ssure d fntnrc with 
gres prospects. Apply in 
confidence. 082-77S-1414, 


INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
COMPANY 

Require additional sales personnel to visit UK ond 
European clients. Car and phone essential. Euro 
language speakers preferred but not essential. 

O.TJ 30K Plus Banin. 

Contact Jeff or Rob on Luton {0582} 421 715. 


Corporate Relations 
Executive 

Required 

For a Petroleum Company 
in the Arabian God. 

The brief wooM htdadK 

- Writing of corporate brochures and press re leases; 

- Monitoring of industry journals in English and Arabic; 

- Co-or di n atin g idarionships with Governments, tie media and 
the pabticL 

The Ideal candidate wmdd possess: 

- Arts degree from a university in d* US or UK; 

- A very high standard of written and spoken English; 

- Good written end spoken Arabic; 

- Three yean caper mice in meda/pubtic relations. 

We offer attractive arms and a career in e growth-orientated 
Company. Apply with CV. and contact no.to Boa No 1414 


WE MAKE THESE 
PROMISES TO ALL 


1 4-i .7* jT 


• £1,600 PLUS EARNINGS PER WEEK OYE • 
•BASIC SALARY WHILST TRAINING- 
•ABC CIRCULATIONS* 

•TOP QUALITY LEADS- 
• INTERNATIONAL MAGAZINES A BOOKS- 

• MOTIVATIONAL MANAGEMENT . 

• PROFESSIONAL ADMM BACK-UP • 
•HIGH SPEC. WEST END OFFICES* 

• PRIVATE HEALTH SCHEME • 

• COMPANY CAR SCHEME - 

If you am young and ambitious with a 
genuine desire to succeed in die com¬ 
petitive environment of international 
publishing telesales, call Stephen Parry 
on: 071-2401515 



For the first time in four and a half years we can say tha t 
the property market in London has changed for the better, 
last year which was the worst year for London property in 
living memory was our most successful year ever. Having 
won the war we now intend to win the peace. 

We will be opening a new office later this year and our 
existing offices are at present inundated with work. 

We are seeking sales brokers (age 25 to 35) who have a 
zest and a passion for winning and a considerable capacity 
for hard work. Experience of the property market is not 
essential as full training will be given but a sales 
background would be an advantage. 

If you would like to take advantage of the changing 
market and begin a long term rewarding career with one of 
London's premier estate agents please forward a hand 
written letter of application with a detailed CV to: 

Mr F Solaria, Faron Solaria, 89 Nottmg Hill Gate, 
London Wll 3JZ. 


BOODLE 


HATFIELD 


MARKETING MANAGER 


Boodle Hatfield, a medium sized commercial law firm 
with offices in London and Southampton and 
established international links, is looking to appoinr its 
first Marketing Manager. 

Located in its London office and responsible to the 
firm’s marketing partner, the successful candidate will be 
expected to assist in the formulation and implementation 
of the firm’s marketing strategies. He or she wll have the 
opportunity to play a strong role in the future success of 
the business. 

Ideally, candidates will have had relevant ex p er i ence of 
marketing within the legal professiop bur those with a 
successful record in other fields will be considered. 

The firm offers a generous salary and the usual benefits 
associated with a position at this level. 

Please write with full c.v. including most recent salary 
details to: T J C Manning, Managing Parmer, Boodle 
Hatfield, 43 Brook Street, London WlY 2BL. 
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SALES, 

AND 

MARKETING 

APPEARS 

EVERY 
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TO 

ADVERTISE 

TEL 

071 4811066 
or 

FAX 

071-481 931 3 
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Pimpernel International 
Creative Director 

A unique opportunity for a Creative Director of flair, ability and energy to take control, of the DesiW o • 

Department of a recognised brand leader in the Tableware and Giftware markets. ana v-reanve 

With expanding sales in over 40 countries. Pimpernel is the recognised brand leader thromsbout , 

field of Place m ats and Coasters, with a reputation for innovation and quality. The 

important member of the management team and play a key role in the development and growfoofthi; deign led 


business. ... — ui mis aeagn ted 

The Appointment. The Requirements. 

- To identify and interpret market trends in product -Proven track record wjrfrin a dcdrT1 j - . , 

design m order to maintain and enhance Pimpernel’s -Creative and n-j- sJsXLX ““"“try- 

com mitment to market leadership. opportunities and satisfvina market 

- To recommend profitable new* product/design inteoScSms. * anstym « demand with innovative 

introductions and manage programme* within agreed - Awareness of colour and intuitive . 

budgets. , - -Familiarity with. comm^Tr -i^ 

"3SJ!!? ma8C ’ m £ n ? tC develop ^ external processes together with analytical^! P™** 

artists as an effective resource. rural ana negotiating 

Salary by negotiation but will reflect the importance of the position. 

&SSS MS 16111 “ “ “ r E Gl "”’ Chaimm ’ KW Holing Ltd. P.O. Bex Con*^ 
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RENTALS _ 

Rachel Kelly looks at the changes in Britain’s housing habits in the recession and David Thmiow examines the advantages of renting 







a 


roof over 
our heads 


B ritain is the odd man of 
Europe when it crumps to 
housin g- We are not more 
interested in home owner¬ 
ship, as is commonly supposed, or 
obsessed by the tag of the great 
17th century Chief Justice. Sir 
Edward Coke, that “an English¬ 
man's home is his castle”. We do 
have high levels of home owner¬ 
ship, at about 70 per cent, but not 
excessively high ones compared to 
Prance or Denmark. But we are 
odd when it comes to renting. 

Unlike any other country in 
Europe, our renting stock-is domi¬ 
nated by the public sector. Council 
bousing accounts for about 20 per 
cent, housing aaswiatinns another 
3 per cent, with the remaining 7 
per cent in the so 
called “private rent¬ 
ed" sector. *Wp 

John Battle. U- 
bout's shadowhous- ctnnrv* 

mg spokesman, esti- a *'Vrr c 

mates that about 80 fWvrvi i 
per cent of the ten- J 

ants in the private- • y .. 
sector are paying I0TX 

their rents thanks to . 
housing .benefit. 

Government subsidy has been 
pouring into the private rented 
sector through business expansion . 
schemes, which provide tax breaks 
for higher-rale taxpayers on foeir 
investments in prope rly. ' 



We have 
stopped flight 
from private 
letting' 


agree there is a need, though they 
disagree on how the sector might 
be further stimulated. There should 
be an open frontier between home 
ownership and renting, so that 
families can switch as their job or 
fortune dictates.. 

The need for such mobility and 
choice is increasing in an era of low 
inflation. If house prices no longer 
rocket, then lenders increasingly 
will require deposits of 10 per cent 
or more. In the past, house price 
inflation quickly absorbed the need 
for such deposits, thus the prevar 
lence of 100 per cent mortgages. 

In a world where young people 
have to save for their deposits, they 
must, meanwhile, be provided with 
alternative accommodation. Mar- 
. ket research sug¬ 

gests no fundamen- 
have ■ thrift away from 
•: home ownership, 
1 flioVit which remains the 

a nigiii ideal form of tenure. 

>nvate 

__r . .. whenthey are older, 

echoing die conti- 
hemal model Since 
the. 1988 Housing 
Act; the government has been 
fiddling with newsdiemes to revive 
-die sector. Tbe act created assured ; 
shartbalds, which meant, a land¬ 
lord could redaim 'his property 
■ after , six - months and riharge a 



The hunter who 
filmed 40 flats 



Housing minister Sir George Young: “Homeowners will have seen that the market works” 


um^uutuio ui p&uyczxj- .• J duel umuiua tutu d 

But for all the subsidy,the private market rent for it thereby ending 
rented sector has failed to: increase security of tenure and rent controls. 


its share. Before the fist world war, 
it accounted for mote than 90 per 
cent of tbe housing stock. Even ten 
years aga the figure was around J5 J 
per cent A decade of ridhttoboy 
has taken itstdLFarfielasrfiree" 
years, the figure bas -hrivered ; 
around 8 per cent ; - ■ 

The arguments, for a - private 
rented sector are wefl-rehearsed 
Labour and fie Conservatives both - 


Hie latesttoirtyframfie Office 
of ;Fqpulatibn told Censuses' and 
Surveys found that by toe girmn«- 
of 1990 thoe were 480.000 new 
deregulated, tenancies. A. similar. 
nnmbertrfDewregulated tenancies 
had aided. “We have stepped fie 

.fight away .from private letting,” 
says Sir George Young, the hous¬ 
ing ministerr 

ThegovemxnentlaarMiedits 


‘housing association as managing 
agent” , scheme earlier this year, 
whereby housing associations act as 
.agents for private sector landlords 
who cannot face the hassle. Then 
there is the “flats over shops” 
initiative, to get back into use empty 
properties in town centres. 

' And there are BES schemes, to 
taupe the private sector in. These 
have created about 20,000 new 
tenancies, but the scheme ends this 
year, and the houses which have 
been put into the sector will be sttid 
bade into owner-ocazpation. Final¬ 
ly. there is the “rent a room” 
scheme whereby homeowners who 
let om a room are exempt from tax. 
The schemes are well-intentioned, 
but even Sir George would admit 
they are small-scale and as yet 


unproven as the jritots have only 
just gone nationwide. 

The best way of answering the 
need fin* more housing to rent is to 
let the market react All the anec¬ 
dotal evidence suggests that it has 
begun to react; with those that 
cannot seQ putting their houses up 
for rent The Association of Resi¬ 
dential Letting Agents estimates 
that about 150,000 new such 
tenancies have been provided. 

Sir George hopes that an appe¬ 
tite for renting may have been 
created more permanently in such 
homeowners. “They vrifl nave seen 
fiat the market works," he says. 

But how long will it last? The fear 
is that once toe housing market 
picks up. the supply wiH dry upas 
homeowners try and sdL Further 


subsidy may be needed to tempt 
them to remain. Meanwhile toe 
focus should be on making toe 
technicalities of renting still easier. 
Much has been done with the 1968 
Act. but more is needed. The Lord 
Chancellor's Department should 
speed up its review, expected later 
this year, on making the proce¬ 
dures easier and simpler to get rid 
of non-paying tenants. 

This should be done hand-in- 
hand with Labour's plans for a 
National Registration Scheme, to 
police standards and act as some 
form of quality control. An excellent 
model already exists in Australia, 
and should hold no fear for 
responsible landlords. Then we 
might no longer be the odd man of 
Europe. 


T here are tens of thousands of 
houses and flats to rent in 
London. They range from a 
six-bedroom town house in Tite 
Street, Chelsea, at £6.500 a week to 
a studio apartment in Wimbledon 
or Pimlico for £90 a week. 

The London market has changed 
considerably in the past three or 
four years, notably as a result of 
tbe 1988 Housing Act. which 
encouraged landlords to bring 
more properties to the market 
because it enabled them to let with 
safety. 

The housing slump, the fall in 
the corporate market because of 
the recession and even reposses¬ 
sions have also increased the 
number of p rop erties available —- 
and tbe demand for them. More 
and more people in London are 
seeking to rent rath¬ 
er than risk buying 
and being stuck with 
a property. It gives 
them a chance to 
move from area to 
area. 

The result is that 
there is an excep¬ 
tionally strong mar¬ 
ket, with rents 
having dropped their 
long fill to reach 
stability, mainly 
because toe corpo¬ 
rate market — com¬ 
panies from abroad 
using tite rental mar¬ 
ket for their execu¬ 
tives—has steadied 
in the slump. 

Rowena Gilbert, 
the lettings director 
of Chestertons Resi¬ 
dential, says “De¬ 
mand exceeds 
supply. Renting is Video custi 
becoming more pop- O'Leary, k 
ular as the stigma 
goes and because people have had 
their fingers burnt in the housing 
market” 

Surprisingly, there is a shortage 
of well-presented, colour co¬ 
ordinated property, dose to ameni¬ 
ties. transport and shops at a 
competitive rental at whatever 
teveL 

Karen O’Leary, a lettings negoti¬ 
ator with Henry and James, says: 
“We are finding that people want 
to look round at what is on offer. 
We had an American lady who 
brought her video camera and 
filmed 40 flats in central London 
in a week to pick ten to show to her 


Video customer: Karen 
O'Leaiy, letting agent 


husband before they came over 
here for two years." 

Robert Orr-Ewing, surveying the 
market from Knight Frank & 
Rutley's Chelsea office, says: 
There are real shortages of good 
property and the top is thin.” 

Savins, in central London, re¬ 
peats that between December 
1990 and June 1992 rents fell 
steadily by about 5 per cent every 
six months. This was because of 
the reduction in demand for corpo¬ 
rate lettings and an increased 
supply of properties to let fuelled 
by frustrated would-be vendors. 
They are now stable, says Yolande 
Barnes, the head of Savilis's resi¬ 
dential research. 

So what is available on the 
market for your money? A survey 
across Lonon by Chestertons 
shows that for a 
three-bedroom flat 
or house, a tenant 
will have to pay 
about £200 a week in 
Battersea, Chiswick, 
Clapham. Dock¬ 
lands. Fulham. Is¬ 
lington. Netting Hfll 
outskirts. Putney 
and Wimbledon; be¬ 
tween £200 to £500 
in Chelsea. Hamp¬ 
stead, the lower 
range in Kensington 
and Hyde Park, Lit¬ 
tle Venice and toe 
bottom end of May- 
fair; and more for the 
better parts of Ken¬ 
sington, Knights- 
bridge. Chelsea, 
Sloane Square and 
Belgravia, although 
there are few proper¬ 
ties now costing 
sen Karen more than £1.500 a 
tog agent week. 

For people who 
want to share a property, it is not 
as expensive as it looks. 

Anne Lamont, the lettings nego¬ 
tiator for Knight Frank& Rutleyat 
Wappirtg. east London, says that 
people who could not afford to live ■ 
in Chelsea came down to Dock¬ 
lands and the Isle of Dogs. 

“They are surprised bow nice it 
is and how near it is to everything, 
and how good the quality of toe 
apartments. There is a constant 
flow of choice here," she says. 

A one-bedroom flat in Wapping 
wfll cost about £180 a week, two- 
bedrooms on the Isle of Dogs £230 
to £250. 


^ 3 * 


Birth of a new business 


O nre regarded as aside-' 
fine of estate agency, 
residential jetting and 
management has developed: 
as a specialisation. Two main 
factors have contributed to its- 
recent growth. 

First, the Hberalismg provi¬ 
sions of the 1988 Housing Act 
have increased toe supply of 
property to rent and demand 
has followed in its wake. 
Accordingly, more landlords 
and tenants need to have their 
interests properly tended. _ 
Seoond, there is now a wider -- 
range of landlords. Estab¬ 
lished property companies 
and landed estates haw been 
joined by Business Expansi on 
Scheme operators and,; in¬ 
creasingly, by private individ¬ 
uals — often owners seeking. 
income from a property to - 
which they temporarily have 
negative equity or for which 
they cannot find a buyer: 

Michael Hardwar e, a ma r- 
keting executive, for example, 
had to be nearer London for 
work reasons. He is letting his 
two-bedroom flat in l inttm, . 
Cambridgeshire . through a 
local agent, who found a 
tenant within two weeks. Mr. 
Hardware is now making 
enough to cover his mortg age ‘ 
and rent a fiat in Watford- 


Estate agents used to view letting 
with disdain. Not any more 


New landlords to particular 
need to know they are dealing 
with a reliable firm. Many 


sianal bodies such as toe Royal 
Institution 'of Chartered 
Surveyors or the Association of 
Residential Letting Agents, 
which was founded m 1981 as 
this branch irf toe property 
-business grew '. -_J__ ■ . • 
andgrew. • - . 

There are Sen 
some ground .. , • 

rules for a sue- TyTRCfl 
cessful Trianon-; 
ship. The agent- - npori 

should not take a -UXXU 

fee from.the tenr 4.A1 

ant for finding a . , 
pro perty, but be; ' 
remunerated by 
the landlord as cEenL -The 
-agreement should be on toe 
basis of writtm terms of busi¬ 
ness detailing all charges, 
iridrxifog the level of agent's 
commission payable cm rent 
-received and toe post of draw¬ 
ing up tenancy agreements 
and Inventories. Arty mistakes 
in the wording can be costly. 

The agent const also obtain 


Sensible 
precautions 
need to be 
: taken 


satisfactory professional or 
business references for a pros¬ 
pective tenant and discuss 
these wifi toe landlo rd. Ten¬ 
ants’ deposits, as security 
against dilapidations recorded 
at toe end of the tenancy, are 
normally set at between, one 
and two months’ rent and 
must be kept , to a separate 
^mmnf During 
atenancy.agood 
[hip agent will not 

wait to be ad- 
ittnns v * sed by the teo- 

LLIUILo M of proMfims 

that arise. 

LU Legal prob- 

. Ians over . resi- 

2H ’■ dential lettings 

. ■ have greatly re- 

duced since fie 
introduction of the assured 
sbarthoki tenancy (AST) 
under toe 1988 Hearing Act 
The worst disputes arose over 
the landlord's right to regain 
vacant possession, which 
ASTs are specifically desig n ed 
to secure. There are fast be¬ 
coming the standard form of 
tenancy for periods over ax 
months (holiday lets are ex¬ 


cluded from toe legislation 
and subject to the law of 
contract). 

There are obviously sensible 
precautions that need to be 
taken to ensure that toe ten¬ 
ancy is a valid AST and thus 
secures the landlord's rights. 
Before its start, for example, a 
prospective tenant must be 
served with, sign and return a 
Statutory section 20 notice. 
Failure , to complete this ex¬ 
change of documents can 
leave: the landlord with prob¬ 
lems in regaining possession. 

A key job for the letting 
agent, therefore, is to ensure 
that landlord and tenant folly 
under stand toe terms and im¬ 
plications of the tenan cy agree¬ 
ment Many letting agents 
have drawn up their own 
forms, which include 
the appropriate legal 
r pqiitrpments. 

Commission rates are usual¬ 
ly 15 per oent for a foil profes¬ 
sional letting and manage¬ 
ment service (less for letting 
only). For this, toe landlord 
should also expect to be given 
a realistic view of toe local 
going rate for rentable prop¬ 
erty in an increasingly compet¬ 
itive market 

David Crawford 


We have the widest Choice 
Because we are London’s Largest Letting Agent 

If you are considering renting or letting a property, you can rely on the experience at 
Chestertons Residential, established in the Capital since 1805 


BATTERSEA 
172 Lavender HBL B mrnra, 
Undos SW1I 5TG. 
m-071 924 3344. Roc 071 978 4859. 

CHELSEA 

2 Calc Street Cbdxea. 

London SW3 3QU. 

Tcb 071 58945X5. Pax: 071 8Z3 8768. 

CHISWICK 

153 Chiswick High Rood. Qurwi cL . 
London W4 2DT. 

Tfcfc 081 747 3133. Fw 081 747 3109. 
DOCKLANDS 
Unit 3c, South Qoajr Ptw*. 

185 Unit Waft. London EJ 4 9SH. 
TeLOTl 538 3989. Fas: 071 337 7W. 


FULHAM 

654 Fulham Rad. Fulham, 
London SW6SRU. 

TeL 071731 3111. Roc 071 731 4536. 
HAMPSTEAD 
9 Heath Street Hampoead. 
London NW3 6TP. 

Tel: 071 794 1125. Fat- 071 794 9039. 

HYDE PARK 

JOCoooanght Sura. Hyde Part, 
London W22AB. 

TeL- 071 262 5060. Fta: 071 724 4432. 

KENSINGTON 

116 KcariogBo High Sweet 
Kmsineloa. Lada W8 TRW. 

TeL 071937 726a Fxx: 071 937 3606. 


LITTLE VENICE 
26 CKftaa Road. Lildc Venice, 
Lcndno W91SX. 

TeL 071266 2369. Ak 071 2866949. 
MAYFAIR 

47 Sooth Aodlcy Street Mayfair. 
London W1Y5DG. 

TeL 071 639 4513. Hoc 0714Q30I3I 

NOTTTNG HDLL 

8 Nailing Hill Clare. Noain^ Hill. 
London Wll 3JE. 

Tet 071 221 3500. Fax: 071 792 9012. 
PIMLICO 

23 Sussex Street Pimlico. 
London SWJV4RR. 

Tel: 071834 9998. Fax: 071 9765865. 


PUTNEY 

153 Llfjwr Ric hmon d Road. Pomey. 
London SW152TX. 

Tel: OBI 7884551. Fax: 081 7801312. 


TOWER BRIDGE 

230 Tower Bridge Rod. Tows' Bridge. 
London 5E! 2UP. 

TeL- 071 357 6911. Fax: 071 357 6748. 


WIMBLEDON VILLAGE 
56a Hash Street Wimbled™ Village. 

London SW19 SEE. 

TeL 081 879 7M2. Fax: 081 879 7353. 


*>»« ^ «»* 

CHESTERTONS 

W RESIDENTIAL V 


Residential Lettings • Sales • Developments • Professional Services 



Cacrmmm ftmorrui u * runtm name or Woolwich Paaremr Soras Lubtup 





r. 



sjmtl 


1» •'■JrTtip i il 


081309 


SiJ 

? if?N fj-l iVi 





j. T « } 
























































THE TIMES WEDNESDAY MARCH 17 1993 i 



RENTALS 


HALIFAX PROPERT Y SERVICES 


RESIDENTIAL LETTINGS Sr MANAGEMENT 

THE NAME THAT’S NUMBER ONE 


BASINGSTOKE 
13 Church Street 
Hampshire 

RC2I 1QG. 

Tel: 0256 R44478 

BATH 

H Bridge 5irccr 

Avon 

BA2 4AS. 

Tel 0225 465800 

BRISTOL 
’ll The Mall 
Chiton. Avon 

B5M 4DR. 

Tel: 0272 238868 

CAMBRIDGE 

u5 ReyemSoee* 
Cunbndpshin: CU2 1AB 
Tel: 0223 357690 

CARMATHEN 
IK Ljiimui Street 
Dill d SA1I 3AJ 
Tel- 0267 233111 


CROWBOftOUGH 
Broadway Home 

The Broadway 

East Sussex TN6 1BX. 

Tel: 0892 652336 

LONDON - NORTH 

OF THE THAMES 

17b Old Brampton Acad 
London SW5 OB A. 

Teh 071-244 8688 

NOTTINGHAM 

50 Nottingham Road 

Eastwood 

NCI6 3NQ. 

Tel: 0773 717121 

SUNDERLAND 
Athenaeum Street 

Tyne and Wear 

SR.1 IDF. 

TcL 091 514 1457 

GLOUCESTER 

Monroway House 

Station Road 

Cloucestershite CL1 1DH. 

TcL- 0452 302303 

LONDON - SOUTH 

OF THE THAMES 

190-192 Lavender HjH 
BancnelSWlI 5TQ. 

Tel. 071-924 6992 

REIGATE 

4 Church Street 

Surrey 

RH20AN. 

Tel: 0737 222858 

SUNNTNGDAUE 

Mount Lodge 

London Road 

Berkshire SLS UEP. 

Tei 0344 27777 

GOSPORT 

4 High Sued 

Hampshire 

POl2 1BZ 

Tel: 0705 586816 

MANCHESTER AND 
THE NORTH WEST 

207 Ashley Road 

Cheshire WAI5 95Q. 

TcL 061 928 6695 

STAMFORD 

38 St Mary* Street 

Lincolnshire 

PE9 2D5. 

TcL 0780 52136 

SWINDON 

123/125 Commercial Road 

W ilt-inre 

SNI 5PL. 

TeL-0793 495351 

HIGH WYCOMBE 

23 Crendon Street 
BuckmphJtrehft 1 ' HPI3 6LJ. 
Tel 0494 446365 

MONMOUTH 

2 Agincoun Square 

Ciwcni NF5 3BT. 

Tel: 0600 712182 

STOCKTON ON TEES 

25 High Street 

Cleveland TS18 ISH. 

Td 0642 677752 

WELWYN 

43 High Street 

1 Hcrddrdjhire ALb SEE. 

TeL 0438 7IS585 

LEICESTER 

25 Rutland Street 
UnccurnhiK LEi IR.U. 

Tel: 0533 470004 

NEWMARKET 

32 Hijdi Sift-ct 

Suffolk CB8 HLU. 

TcL 0638 663411 

STROUD 

111 KeiidntV. Street 
Gluuie'trr^hin: GL5 1 Alt. 
Tel: 0453 762306 

WEST MIDLANDS 

37 George Street 

Tam worth BT’l 7LP. 

Tek 0827 64233 


HARRINGTON 
LOUNDES 

PROi'hKTY SERVICES 


KENSINGTON 
Spacious BatoMOe Ki SupwO 
postton. 8/3 hadrooms, 2 
laBitM(™.tKep. access to 
garden ESOp* 


TiajK-l,.'1 


wnaaw 1 Mdwwi ft# In quiff 
mews wtfi gMO* S2S0pw 
FULHAM 

5i«trt> tttnwsr tou« vffb quota. 
3bedtiRS.2baiiinitt.nMP 
ESSOpw 


071-337 7744 


HALIFAX FH.DPERTY SEH.Vll.fcS la A THAI 'ING NAMfc OF HALIFAX taTATE AGENCIES LIMITED 


(gYpfftXi 

ktids Y«r hem 1 . 



/ “• >L *... X Z.CS/ ( . l j!g 


Our name not only reflects our 
background and experience but 
ptm our Unit to Ibe corporate 
bo a r dr ooms of America. 

We’re known by Ibe companies 
we keep, and our tenants are 
some of America’s best-known 
blue-chip companies. 

We are continuously looking 
for pood quality residential 
property to rent. 

If your have the right one, give 
us a caH 


★THEAMHR1CAN 
/toENCY* - 


CORPORATE RELOCATION 
PROPERTY INVESTMENT 

071-581-5353 

197 KN1GHTSB RIDGE. LONDON SW7 1RB. 
FAX: 071-584-5078 


gU CHANAN 4 J 

Property Consultants 


IDaWitM 

IncCH + i 


ATTENTION LANDLORDS 


Our network of 3 local offices have quality 
tenants looking for properties in the 
following London areas 

NW6NW2NW10W2W9W10 


PROPERTIES INSPECTED AND ADVICE GIVEN 
ON ALL ASPECTS OF LETTING & 
MANAGEMENT ■ LEGAL DOCUMENTS AND 
INVENTORY PREPARED ■ 

FAST. EFFICIENT & FREINDLY SERVICE 


85 SMLUEBUHY RD, QUEENS PARK, 
KHJENJRNNW8 

071 372 5950 


CINNAMON WHARF 
SAND THAMES SE1 

2 lfft h ” 1 ’*’ 1 unfamidied 
a pa r tm ent ovcrioofcmg rirer 
AvailaUefbriemal 
Ideally h K f t rf on the 
Southwfc of Tower Bridge 
£275pw 

Ind i a! ** of car partant 



LANDLORDS NEED SPECIALIST LEGAL ADVICE 

DEAN-WILSON 

SOLICITORS TO A.R.LA. 

SPECIALISTS IN LANDLORD AND 
TENANT AND PROPERTY LAW 

CONTACT DAVID BARLING 
OR NICHOLAS PERKINS 

0273 327241 

at 96 CHURCH ST, BRIGHTON BN11UJ 


/ MV iKeidiCardtde 
I ' Groves 

We offer comprehensive & professional service 
in aUaspedsor residential lettings through our 
network of offices covering central tendon’s 
prime residential ares 

FREE VALUATION A 
EXPERT ADVICE 

PLEASE CONTACT 

THE RELEVANT OFFICE ^----V 


Tower Bridge Office 
Td 871487 3669 
REFEDni Damn 


1 


2 bod tint balcony, 
tort In portorod block- tdoal 

tor Ctty ElfiOpw 

Expert Management 
Free valuation + advice 


071 581 2544 


3 BED HOUSE 
TO LET WI3 

taqEdWa|nu,«lkiii tarter 
£288p* 

081 566 5555 


KENSINGTON W8 
Selection pr newly 
decorated ft furnished 
luxury I ft 2 bedroom 
Bate in period building, 
moments from tube 
station ft Hkh Street-1 
beds from £18qpw, 2 beds 
from £295 pw. Soils young 

profarionab/execuaves. 

ASCOT 
PROPERTIES 
071 486 5741 


s] SHIELD 

!^ S PROPERTY SERVICES 


Residential Lettings and 
Property Management 

91, Fulham Palace Road Td: 081 748 6797 
■London W6 8JA • 081 741 7006 

Far 081 748 5821 


W-A-ELLIS 



U nfai nob ed 3 bedroom 
accommodation to nnn. 
Reals from appnu £12j000pa 
wUdt iodade aB senrkes A 
background beatmg. 

jtoytfMcaB V71CB4W8 
crlTl 628434L 
EMbm ml 871628 4372 


HMPSTEM) 171483 4312 ST JOHNS WOOD 871586 8817 
DOdaMOS 1714172790 HGHGKIE 071341 KB 


COUNTRY RENTALS 


CHALLENGER 
INTERNATIONAL 
LIMITED 

Fust dass property m 
and around the 
Georgian Cty of Bath. 
- Superb Efixabctbaa Manor 
House sot in landscopad 


PROPERTY 

SERVICES 

Small selection of 
booses and flats in 
West London. 

- Oviugton Square 

Pretty 1 bed flat, 
£190 per week. 
081-995 4176 


gtowb and nesting ■> one 
or the cl min ing wHfeys that 
surround Both. Tudor 
bedrooms ando 
nognifiemt baHroom oH 
add to the character of tim 
fine home. £6500 pan. 

> Panoramic views over the 
City from tiro splendid 
Royal Crescent Apartment. 

Three reception rooms, 
three bedroom, and three 
bathroom odd up to make 
a perfectly balanced home. 

ElSOOpcm. 

Telephone Both 
(0225)445445. 



C. HOWARD KING 
- PARTNERS 



yp toAiK TS to nBsnww tlM.imilN6* . - 

PKOrERJY MANAGEMENT (BST1978) : 

We are uiyaeraty seeking top 
quality properties in Putney, Barnes, , 
East Sheen. Richmond & surrounds for waiting 
Corporate fit Diplomatic petsoctneL 

We provide a profe s sional 
service to both Landlords and Tenants. 

■3 por funher details of our services and advice 
?! ‘ about letting your prop erty please comaa 


[ 2 Bams Hkh Sum; Bma^Uw® SW3 9SLB 
081-878 7966 

I 9 Cbiikb 9mm, Eshoi, Suwev, KXIO SQS 

0372 464474 


BIRCH & CO 
MEMBER FIRM - ARLA 


CTTY oa 7th floor in build in g with lift, porter. Insure 
fedfities, ‘studio’, kitchen ft bathroom £l30p* 
PIMLICO Central location wdl equipped Stdfkwrfai. 2 
bedrooms, reception, kitchen & bathroom OOUpw 
SLOANE SQUARE Unfttrniihed duplex with roof 
terrace. 2 bedrooms + bedroom/ttady. reception, kitchen 
ft bathroom. Good decor £380pw 
KENSINGTON Attractive bouse, 3 bedrooms reception 
room. Kitchen ft bathroom. PaPo/tetrac £500pw 
BELGRAVIA 4 bedrooms, 2 reception rooms, kittfien A 
3 bathrooms. An excellent fiunDy house. Utility room, 
storage cellar, garden £800pw 


071-734 0620 


071 978 1880 


0817891945 


ROBERT JORDAN 

& ASSOCIATES 

HOMES TO RENT 



■Al tai CAW * Ctty Selection or 
(urn and uniurn flats ft 
£1 JO*n» tun A mourns OB 071 
Tooo nmx atm a Co 



■AYSWATra 2 M 
unfaro. W«*• “Si*®- 
eon. tm oozjrwMsi. 


HUUIAVIA W 
newly Srtto. rWBTb TftWt a»- 
. tiara, r/l i bed wA tt"W» 


iMndlords requiring excellent tenants and 
tenants requiring the largest choice of quality 
homes in Cheshire and South Manchester. 

Phone*. 

061-928 5890 (Hale) 
0625 548040 (Wilmslow) 

nri at Cfesstar, SMach 0 Wwrittflw 


Hlizabellt Chalmers 
Residential Lettings 
Lott of properties!® rent 
Is Sooth Bods! 

Enjoyawbestotbothiewlds- 

ootmtty hvmg ml easy aoxas 
to Landrai and tbemcAHvcays. 

Amrnlum UM96) 431614 


RESIDENTIAL LETTING & 
MANAGEMENT SPECIALISTS 

Contact us fre i nfo r ma tion of our compretensfra 
managam en t service and range of properties 

TO RENT IN SURREY 
We have offic es act 
GUILDFORD 0483 35321 
WEYBRIDGE 0932 841421 
WOKING 0483 722256 
MEMBER OF ARLA 


;P,L\fK HORSE U.KM IKS 


ffBOALKT SK3CWAL RESDENTTAL LETTTNG 
0FFKZS COVERING AREAS OF LONDON, SUBSET, 
HANTS 4 SUSSEX 


ALTON (K2C) 82666 IDKSREi 0HD546«O5 
CIMHAM (g^ZIKOtt LONDON5*1(971)7308682 
GUnjffOKDfM3)3W36 RBGATE ®237) 2Z1411 


For the bat service 
la Lettings & 
MjHMfffMSt 
PLEASE CALL 
HENLEY D49X 571X11 
MAKLOW 0628 891111 




WANDS COMMON Pretty fantly houn cdoss to 
common. 3 bods. 3 recopUotts. hugs gatian £270pw nog 
RIVERSIDE COURT sums pmSouM 30ft recap. 3 
bods, til onto root tarraca £385pw 
CLAPHAM 2 bad raais, upturn, tegs roof tamos £176pw 
CLAPHAM SOUTH tasroc 3 bad me ws boc so. 2 recap, 
gantan & Me. gangs, 2 mftis cravyiutM E220pw 
SWANLEY, KENT I7ti cant oast house. 4/s bods, 2 
recaps, dMgMU ge ttans & a w ta nalng pod ESOOpw 
WANDSWORTH 2 bad cottage, pretty garden, now 
car pe ts tfroughouL Unfurn E200pw 


► KEY WAY TO LET 
OR FIND YOUR HOME 


fU Job VUUboh Ltd each prap aif mmnc will know jbu end the 
peoperty pemmBj, rnmrin g ■ fat, et B d en i and titadf nknun 
toe the everyday ptobiemsof leffist icd naaiag year Mae 
Wc reeagnbe^ wbetbera lantBordora Bcman, it is aaponaac dnr 
indtridml needs are aarol fcr 

PROPERTIES ARE AVAILABLE NOV FROM £500 ID 
£5,000 - WHY NOT CALL U51 

JEAN WILLIAMS LTD 
081 949 2482 

A mreber of The Amdukm Of Ttnadmrial Lcttfaic Apsa 


HALYCOM HOIMM MANMt- 


laan a oemant aoeut witb over 
30 nre HvntaMe. a «ut 


AN ARLA. 


Resided:i;tl Lctfiim^ 


■: < V 




HOMES TO REM 
IN .ALL THE | 
BEST PLACES. I 


BEN H AM 

&REE\tS \o'*C T 


Nationwide Residential Lettings 


Wich over 50 offices NATIONWIDE, 
we offer a comprehensive professional 
letting and property care service. 

Whether you. are thinking ot 
- letting your property, or trying to 
find the right property ro rent, 
at Nationwide, we offer a service 
tailored to your heeds. 

For derails of your local office, 
call Sharon Hennell 
on 

0604 706000 


.tV Nationwide 


JOHN 1) WOOD N CO. 


FOR A COMPREHENSIVE LETTINGS AND 
V MANAGEMENT SERVICE. CONTACT • 

CENTRAL LONDON 

0714S1 4311 ; 

WIMBLEDON -- 

031946 9447 


A MEMBER OF ARLA 



GLUTTONS 


LONDON RESIDENTIAL AGENCY 

QUALITY 

- PROPERTIES - TENANTS 
-MANAGEMENT 
- EXPERIENCED STAFF 

KNIGHTSBRIDGE 
TEL 071 584 2014 

PIMLICO 
TEL 071 834 7316 

C HELS EA 
TEL 071 824 8822 

FULHAM 
TEL 071 371 0922 

BATTERSEA, CLAPHAM 
& WANDSWORTH 
TEL 071 498 8686 

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
TEL 071 730 0300 





Frrz-GiBBON Resident! ai. 

noreaYCtMSULYMnB RGSOEMTIM.l£niK8 MMHBHBMBilS 
VOW THE TCHAiiT, A SELECTKM OF THE FINEST 


SURVEYORS, VALUERS AND ESTATE AGENTS 



POUT! & CO 


w* ntaha every andurwur to 
wftyoifpartcuita 
requiramntB 
AHA MbhRer 



ALL BOX NO REPUES 

SHOtADB6®flPTO: 

BOX No_ 

BOX NO. DEPT 
P-O.BQX484 
VIRGINIA STREET 
WAPPWG 
LONDON 
E19DD 


■'JSh.. 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































.V - - * * -.M_ .. -. 



THE TIMES WEDNESDAY mappm 17 1993 





m 



RENTALS 39 


a taste of 


‘1 


: I 


' a 


R ating rather than buy- 
m g is becoming increas- 
mglypopular throughout 
the .United Kingdom. 

; -yvnn agorts importing buoyant de¬ 
mand in most areas. 

Mobile young professionals, for 
sample, axe making the most of 
, ORportumty to defer a purchase 

' SS 25 1 aanomy and their careers 
Bxjffi stabilise, while former owner 1 
. occupiers nary be between pur- 
o^kot. sadly, repossessed. 

» Fart of the attraction "is that, as 
■ ^cnt research by the Association - 
; of Residential Letting Agents 
(ARLA) suggests, renting is pres- 
" cheaper than buying in most 
. P nce bands, even with Iciw interest 
rates. In Brighton, for example, a 
three-bedroom town house valued 
at £80,000 costs £498.33 a month 
to rent as opposed to 
E681.83 to buy, with move- 
in costs. atEl.100, a tenth of 
the £I0,000-phis burden for 
a purchaser. 

With many more proper¬ 
ties now available for letting, 
thanks to the 1988 Housing 
Act and the number of 
owners anxious to earn an ” 
income from homes they cannot 
sell, price competition is becoming 
keen. A young couple setting up 
home and waiting to purchase cap 
find a two-bedroom property for 
about £450 a month in Hertford¬ 
shire and for £350 or less a month 
further north. - 

Cost-conscious companies are 
warming to die idea of renting 
property for staff waiting to sell 
homes after a move rather thsm 
supplying them with bridging fi¬ 
nance. In die north-west S hell and 
Unilever have contributed to a 



David Crawford 
reports on the 
chances of finding 
that cottage on' 
a large estate 


marked- post-Christmas surge in 
demand for higher-^vahied property 
which is creating something of a 
locrisomaty. 

South Manchester is benefiting 
from a wave of company moves 
into Trafford Park and the 
Runcom/Warrington area. The 
local agent, Swetenhtim. has re¬ 
cently achieved rentals of £1.100 


‘They are snapped up by 
people who have sold dly 
houses and paid off debts’ 


plus a month for detached houses 
for relocating executives.. 

At die same time, “there is a 
consistent market for smaller, me¬ 
dium-priced lettings”, says MoDie 
Osbourne, of Swetenham’s. who 
quotes £350 a month for a 
modernised terraced house on the 
ouskirts of Chester. “Enquiries for 
these are mostly from future first- 
time.buyere who prefer to get to 
knowfoelocalityandtiieavaraabil- 
ity of property to purchase.” 

- The Midlands has also experi¬ 
enced an upsurge in demand for 





IHNDWOI* 




• -• j -".t. 


• !«■ 'A? 
.. * 



East Horsley. Surinejp £3 .750anrontli«ait from Hamptons 


lettings, Shipways of Solihull pres¬ 
ently lists properties at rents rang¬ 
ing from £295 a month for a one- 
bedroom apartment to £900 a 
month for a fully-furnished Grade- 
I! fisted bouse in Edgbaston, dose 
to Birmingham city centre (£750 
unfurnished). This house was 
made available by an owner who is 
unable to find a buyer and flius- 
sates the fact that there are some 
very attractive properties on offer. 
Some, too, are in very pleasant 
locations. 

One option which is ioaeasingly 
appealing to tenants is to rent a 
property from an agricultural or 
landed estate. 

Travel to work times need be no 
greater than from a commuter 
village and there is the added 
attraction of enjoying a lord-of-the- 
raanor lifestyle at a fraction 
of the cost “More and more 
people are happy to rent out 
of town as long as the 
commuting time is reason¬ 
able.” says Malcolm Brooks, 
of Countryside Surveyors of 
Southend. “They want 
_____ houses with gardens in the 
” country and not flats with 
cramped balconies (if any) in 
London." 

Gpy Jenkinson, of Bidwdls’s 
Ipswkh office, notes an upswing in 
the number of Suffolk farmhouses 
and oountzy mansions coming on 
to the rente! market in the first 
quarter of the year. “They are being 
snapped up by young professionals 
who are moving into East Anglia, 
having sold thar city houses and 
paid off debts,” he says. 

Anna Timmis, of Strutt & 

' Parker's country letting depart¬ 
ment in Newbury, Berkshire, has 
properties on her books at monthly 
rentals starting from £400 for a 
Berkshire gamekeeper's cottage to 
£3,000 for a ten-bedroom Sussex 
manor house standing in four acres 
and furnished with antiques in 
every zoom. She finds strong de¬ 
mand far anything within easy 
travelling range of London. 

- There are two important points 
to bear in mind with estate lettings. 
The first is that estates tend to look 
for longer-term tenants — unlike 
individual owners who normally let 
for six months — and the shortest 
average period of time that is 
available as an assured sbortbold 
tenancy is three years. 

The second is that estate p ropert y * 
lends not to _be_ in as good a 
condition as individually owned 
lets in dty-centres. Modernisation 
programmes move slowly. ‘TJnfur- 
nished often means what it says”, 
Ms Timmis says; “you bring your 
own washing machine." 



HaH O’Coole. a 17th-century house with moat near Nantwich, Cheshire: for rent at £1,250 a month from Strutt & Parker 

When landlord and tenant benefit 


I n the imd-£jghties when own¬ 
ing a house was a licence to 
become rich if you sold, sold 
and sold again, renting was not a 
word that passed many a lip. 

Companies might rent property 
for visiting executives or as tempo¬ 
rary accommodation for staff relo¬ 
cated to a different branch or 
office, but for everyone else, from 
the young man or woman in their 
first job to council house tenants, 
property owning was the only arm. 

It was harked by Baroness 
Thatcher and Nigd Lawson, the 
then Chancellor, who wanted Brit¬ 
ain to become a property-owning 
nation, and heavfly supported by 
every organisation who could lend 
and make money from home 
purchase: banks, building societies 
and insurance companies. 

Theyiew of renting was rooted 
in folk memories of slum condi¬ 
tions and poverty. John Birch, the 
deputy chairman of the Associ¬ 
ation of Residential Letting 
Agents, says “It was psychological 
an image of slums and slightly 
seecly places, a political ethos with 
basic instincts driving young 
people into owning property." 

AH tins has changed, for two very 
good reasons. The first is the 


The view of renting has changed from the 
buy and sell years of the mid-1980s 


Housing Act 1988 which came 
into force on January 15. 1989. 

The Assured Shorthold Tenancy 
it that was part of it 
most properties to be let by 
individuals on their own or 
through agents, while enabling 
landlords to regain possession at 
the end of the fixed rental term. 

Rowena Gilbert, 
the lettings director 
of Chestertons Resi¬ 
dential. says: “This 

allows landlords an tenailtS tO keep 


Renting allows 


opportunity to rent 
without the fear 

that tenants would 
not get out The 
simplification of the 

legal side freed the _ 

market and re¬ 

assured landlords of their safety in 
rentals.” 

The new act achieved something 
else that no politician had fore¬ 
seen: it arrived at the moment 
when the housing market began 
perhaps its worst collapse in 

history. “It was not just useful- 


all their 
options open 


It was essential" Mr Birch says. 

As the market fell and fed 
further, couples who had plunged 
money into homes through enor¬ 
mous mortgages experienced the 
unthinkable: negative equity. No 
longer were houses automatically a 
good investment In many cases 
they were a huge lossmaker. 
_ One big advan¬ 
tage in an uncertain 
economic rKmafg of 
redundancy and re¬ 
cession is not hav¬ 
ing to commit 
yourself to a big 
mortgage. 

Juliet Hoeg, the 
residential lettings 
_ manager for Hali¬ 
fax’s London and 
east region, says: “In a falling 
housing market people have been 
scared to commit themselves to a 
mortgage during the fluctuation of 
interest rates and job losses. 

"If you rent you know how much 
you are going to pay. At the end of 
the tenancy you just move out 


There is no capital investment 
involved. If things go wrong the 
headaches are the landlord’s." 

Robot Orr-Ewing. the partner 
in charge of Chelsea lettings for 
Knight Frank & Rutley, argues 
that reotin| enables tenants to 
keep all their options open for as 
long as they chose. But he admits 
that there are disadvantages, too: 
"You are not master of your own 
destiny — it's the old tenant and 
landlord relationship. The atti¬ 
tudes are be ginnin g to change, but 
it is tike a super-tanker changing 
course- It is slow” 

The main argument against 
renting is that paying rent is 
money down the drain, when it 
could go towards paying off a 
mortgage on your own property, 
with a profit and equity when you 
sell. 

That was an obvious disadvan¬ 
tage for people renting in a rising 
market — for a lack of capital 
investment meant a lack of capital 
accumulation. That is not the case 
now, and for more than one 
million mortgage payers, snared in 
the negative equity trap, it may not 
be so foryears to come. 

David Thurlow 
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Regulator with bite 


E state Agents have a bad 
reputation and residen¬ 
tial letting agents are 
their poor relations," 
Neville Lee says. “Memories of 
Rachmanism do not help." 

Partly as a response to this image 
problem, he set up the Association 
of Residential Letting Agents 
(ARLA). At a 1082 meeting of 
estate agents. Mr Lee and another 
letting agent began an organis¬ 
ation catering specifically for their 
needs. Eleven years later, M r Lee is 
chairman of a body that has 270 
member firms. Since 1991. its 
membership has increased, but, 
Mr Lee says, this has been achieved 
without any compromising of stan¬ 
dards. There are", he adds, “many 
firms that would wish to join us but 
do not measure up." 

In a wholly unregulated busi¬ 
ness, where anyone can set up and 
start handling other people’s 
money, the ARLA logo represents 
certain standards. Last October, die 
association introduced its bonding 
scheme, which is backed with 
guarantees. 

To join the association, com¬ 
panies must have operated for a 
minimum of two years, carry 

‘There are many 
firms that would 
wish to join us’ 


appropriate insurance, have im¬ 
maculate bank references and 
property ordered and audited ac¬ 
counts and must pass an interview. 

Mr Lee says that now the associa¬ 
tion is bonded, a client's money is 
safe in the hands of an ARLA 
member. A tenant knows that their 
deposit is kept separate from the 
agent's other business money. 
Landlords know the same about 
their rents. 

Robert Jordan, of Robert Jordan 
and Associates in Wilmslow. near 
Manchester, applied for member¬ 
ship and was accepted two years 
ago. He is now on the association Is 
council and admits his partiality. 

He chose to join because, he says, 
it was the only body totally commit¬ 
ted to residential business lettings. 
He is also a fellow of die Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
but found that organisation too 
large to concentrate solely on this 
part of the market. 

He has found membership use¬ 
ful for contacts and problem¬ 
solving through die association's 


Residential letting agents were the poor 
relations of the property business until 
they got together in an association to 
improve their image, James Fisher says 



Effective campaigner Neville Lee. the chairman of the ARLA 


quarterly magazine and its regional 
meetings. He considers the bond¬ 
ing scheme particularly attractive 
since it ads as a catch-afl. Interest in 
the association in the North is 
growing and Mr Jordan is having 
to deal with a growing number of 
applications. He hopes that mem¬ 
bership will have the effect of 
avoiding “being tarred with the 
same brash as one-man bands 
operating with portable phones but 
no protection for a client's money". 


Although Mr Lee considers “self¬ 
regulation one of the attractions of 
Conservative policy”. Mr Jordan 
thinks that the association’s code of 
conduct and its standards could be 
adopted by the government to 
impose regulation on the business. 
He wants consumer protection put 
first 

In addition to self-regulation and 
providing information to its mem¬ 
bers, the association is very involved 
in lobbying. Mr Lee has made it 


into “an effective campaigning 
body with a high political profik". 

He says that the government 
should encourage institutions to 
provide stock for renting as an 
investment, by reinforcing confi¬ 
dence in the market 

He says that mortgage income 
tax relief should be phased out 
because it is “the single most 
inequitable piece of housing legisla¬ 
tion". Ending h would provide 
people with a real choice between 
buying and renting, he says. 

ARLA has nothing against home 
ownership but believes that choice 
is something to be aimed at it 
wants Britain to move towards the 
continental system of tenure. 

Only 7 per cent of Britain's 
housing stock is rented wbfle in 
France the figure is 20 per cent and 
in the former West Germany, more 
than 40 per cent 

The association is trying to raise 
the profile of the rental sector as a 
real option, especially for young 
professionals who might need to be 
mobile. Mr Lee believes that those 
thinking of buying should consider 
this mobility, as well as the nega¬ 
tive-equity factor — whereby out¬ 
standing mortgage amounts 

‘A client’s money is 
safe in the hands of 
an ARLA member 1 


exceed the value of a property — 
and the hidden costs of home 
ownership, such as insurance and 
maintenance. 

Perhaps surprisingly, Mr Lee 
often finds himself in agreement 
with Shelter, the housing charity. 
He sees the rented sector as the way 
out of present and future housing 
problems. 

The 1988 Housing Act has gone 
some way towards helping the 
rental sector and the association 
aims to go further. 

ff the government ads to remove 
tire inequality — as the association 
sees it — between renting and 
buying, tire association will make 
certain that residential letting 
agents will not let their side down. 

Unless the government inter¬ 
venes to regulate the business. 
ARLA will be the best source for the 
govnerment to consult and the 
leading organisation in this bur¬ 
geoning market. 

The association may be self- 
regulatory. but, Mr Lee says, “it has 
got teeth and it does bite”. 



A Georgian house at Hamilton Terrace, NWS: £1,500 a week rent through Hamptons 

A nice little earner 


T raditionally, returns on 
residential letting have not 
been high enough to at¬ 
tract ' either institutions or 
individuals. 

However, tilings change. Rent¬ 
ed properties in London are now 
offering yields of 10 per cent 
which compares favourably with 
much else presently on offer. With 
interest rates down, sterling de¬ 
valued and property prices low, 
agents have noticed an increased 
demand in this sector of the 
market And the government has 
not made a secret of its desire to 
see institutions investing in resi¬ 
dential letting. 

P aul Barries is the managing 
director of Paul Barnes and Co, 
which acquires and sells residen¬ 
tial property in central London for 
investment He has recently seen 
a “surge of interest from buyers 
looking for yields of 9 to 10 per 
cent" and foresees a shortage of 
good quality stock. The invest¬ 
ment money is mainly from 
overseas, particularly Hong Kong 
and Singapore. 

This market is characterised by 
people “buying one flat or house, 
which offers a better yield than 
money sitting in the bank, poten¬ 
tial for capital growth and some¬ 
where to move to at a later date". 

Domestic demand has also 
picked up with the return of 
traditional developers. Although 
the past couple of years have seen 
the movement away from buying. 


Properties in the 
capital can fetch 
returns of up 
to 10 percent 

Mr Barnes does‘not expect Brit¬ 
ain to develop along continental 
lines. He believes that owning a 
home “is now so ingrained in tire 
British mentality that once cer¬ 
tainty returns, there will be a 
return to buying". He has noticed 
no interest at all in investment 
from the institutions. 

The government has long been 
keen to revive the flagging private 
rented sector. Tbel 988 Landlord 
and Tenant Act was designed to 
open the market and attract 
investment from institutions, by 
sweeping away controls. 

However, the market has con¬ 
tinued to decline and institutions 
have paid it scant interest So the 
government is now conducting a 
public debate about how to 
continue. • ' 

Among options being consid¬ 
ered are tax breaks for owners of 
privately rented property, in the 
form of subsidies or grants. ... 

A Whitehall source confirmed 
the government's interest m the 
private rented sector, referring to 
its manifesto commitment and 
gqin]g.On to say; “It has a useful 
function to fulfil between social 


housing and privately owned 
homes." 

Bur Robert Cbr-Ewing, in 
charge of residential lettings ax. 

, Knight Frank & Rutfcy’s Chelsea 
office, emphasises that the 10 per 
cent yields being quoted are a 
gross figure. Once the agents' 
fees, maintenance and potential 
time spent vacant are taken into 
account the amount received is¬ 
les^ ThOT are also other factors to 
be considered such as capital 
gains tax and insurance: 

But despite his realistic atti¬ 
tudes to me business, Mr Orr- 
Ewing has satisfied cheats. He 
gives as an example one who 
presently lives in Germany but 
who wanted to invert in property 
in Britain. Knight Frank & Rutiey 
found him a flat in- Courtfield 
Gardens, South Kensington, for 
£200.000. The flat was immed¬ 
iately let to a bank for £450 a 
week. This translates as a gross 
yield approaching 12 per cent 

Robin Paterson, of Gluttons, 
was involved in tire sale earlier 
this year of Sands Wharf; a 
development of. 127. apartments, 
to a. Hong Kong . - syndicate. 
QutipnS 'is bow marketing the 
flats individually as investments 
mainly in Hqrig Kong. However, 
with prices low and the pound 
devalued, Mr Paterson says: The 
main motivation is not yield but 
perceived capital appreciation.” 

James Fisher. 
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EFFECTIVE RESIDENTIAL LETTINGS AND MANAGEMENT 

Lorraine Campbell Property Service are now one of the most established, most active - and most successful letting 
agents in SW London area 

That’s because we care about the people who rent through us- aiming to meet all their criteria with the properties 
we let, and because we care about our landlords, ensuring thal all prospective tanants are screened by us - and 
references taken 

Our portfolio is constantly up-dated with all types of property from £120 to£l,800pw. Call us 

WE HA VE THE EDGE ON EFFORT Lorrione Campbell Property services, 278A, Battersea Park Road, London SW11 3BS 


Knight Frank 
IZ & Rutiey 


Abbey Lodge, 
Regents Park NW8 
£2,000 per week 
a trofy exceptional 
apartment having mu t eipoa e 
tout Light & 

spadotQ overlooking ifae 
park. 4/3 bedrooms. 3 
(aihrooro*. doairoom, 
drawing room, dining room. 
Body/ bedroom, kitchen/ 
braldasi room, 24hr 

MvyUr >71629 8171 

Abingdon Villas, W8 
£785 per week 

^ inactive family bouse 
ncMy red e co ra ted. 4 
bedrooms. 2 bathrooms, 
shower room, 2 reception 
rooms, kjicbety breaktet 
room, unlit) roam, codec 
Kenstagwo 071 937 B293 


MEMBER FIRM ARLA 


Baden Wharf, 
Tower Bridge SE1 
£l,00Q/£850 per week 

4,000 Sq F! pen thaoscoo 8th 
A 9tfa Soon ofconvened 
vndwuh cxsesBve nro 
views. 4 bedrooms, 4 
bathrooms, drains room, 
cfoafaroatn. Sdft reception 
room. kiiLbui/brakftsl 
iw hi, tram nntLocf. teti TCt , 
2 pop 9 ms Available 
fa ubhed/an fi g ttriw d 
WapptagOTl 4886848 

Smith ST SW3 
£525 per week 

ATTRACTIVE 
1st Boor maisooerte. 3 
bedrooms 

2 bathrooms (I emote), 
recepooa room, 
ear-in-idtehen 
I071SZ48331 


barnard 

marcus 


CITY/WEST END 

2B Momma. London wa 

WOT OS238 Boron sss MB? 

FULHAM 

HOKmlteM,londoaSM - 
Tri on 3 *OK Fm Bt 371 BOT 

HAMMERSMITH 

iMStapmwBnbM 
London we 

1W 071 «SH1Hto 0713021*8 
CHISWICK 
45 TimtamQmnTonau 

London W* 

Tel OSt 094 MS As OBt 0942511 
RICHMOND 
3 V » rtn>m irheumK—Hd. 
fttmnrnated 
TM 061332 tees F»013321764 


WjffiamHBrcwn 


EALING 
SSTfcilM,afe0WS 
on 8879000 fine0915793207 

HIGHGATE 
7!» AHtMwrfU MMf MB 
Tel 0813*7 BIN Ita&fStt M9 

RNCHLEY 
BMMghMk 
NwftfecfftyNtt 
T« OBI 4460BT2FK 3433803 

PUTNEY 

2M Itoarnktaend Hd. London 

sera 

Tel QB1736 7087 Fm 06173020EB 

BATTERSEA 
206 imndir ML London SW11 
Tei On KM 2KB Fm 07128 7064 


TOOTING 

M Upper Toofegfld. Tool 
Tel01672oSt F«x 0611 


1SWT7 

IXTT 




MEMBER FIRM ARLA 


Residential lettings & Sales 
Specialising In 

• BELGRAVIA 

• CHELSEA 

• KENSINGTON 

• KNIGHT5BRJDGE 

• SOUTH KENSINGTON 
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KATHINI GRAHAM 
“The Prone Kntfstsbbte 

taedicaagtsest 

Mted fcr i mi; fi ve 
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property 

071 584 3285 
JOMmtpi lin SL 
London SW7 1KD 
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A SELECTION OF 
QUALITY APARTMENTS 

AVERY ROW, MAYFAIR - 

A setoio n qfacw oae bedroom finis ovaDabic to la 

CHARLES STREET MAYFAIR- 

Spurns fimabed 2 double bedroom apartment on 4th 
floor of qniec period bmkfing with lift am per mm* 

RUTLAND GATE SW7 - 

OrigU 2 tadnxn/2 tabniaai ftntidwd apHtmens 
diitniral cm the 3rd floor'qf iter recently convened terrace 
pnnriMingtf— 


PARK STREET MAYFAIR 

Ofein^ Rood riiwl iMmtv tilw. « •? beAmrryf ?, 

bathroom. fi mris hc depntou c uH innttBl on the 3rt floor of 

devetopmenu 


DEBENHAM 

TEYVSON 

RESIDENTIAL 



42 Brook Street, London W1A 4AG 
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MUI 


LONDON 

BELGRAVIA, RNIGHTSBRIDGE, MAYFAIR 
6 Arlington Street, & J antes’s SW1A 1RB 
Telephone 071 493 8222 

CHLESEA & FULHAM 
134 Fulham Road, SW10 9PY 
Telephone 071 370 0774 

HAMPSTEAD 
21 Heath Street, NW3 1YB 
Telpbooe 071 431 4462 

KENSINGTON 
S Horntou Street, W8 4NW 
Telephone 071 937 9371 

ST JOHNS WOOD 

12 Finchley Road, NW8 6EB 
Telephone 071 586 9595 

WIMBLEDON 

Hampton House, High Street, SW19 5BS 
Telephone 081 944 2302 

SOUTHERN ENGLAND 
BATH 

38 Gay Street, Avon, BA1 ZNT 
Telephone (0225) 444704 


; - . Vi \ 
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BEACONSFIELD 

10 Burkes Parade, Buckinghamshire, HP9 1PD 
Telephone (0494) 671511 

CHELTENHAM 

103/105 Promenade, Gloucestershire, GL50 INR 
Telephone (0242) 263559 

SOUTHERN ENGLAND 
COBHAM 

38A High Street, Street, KT1I 3EB 
Telephone (0932) 868127 

GUILDFORD 
242 High Street, Surrey, GUI 3BE 
Telephone (0483) 577577 

MAIDENHEAD 

11/13 Queen Street, Berkshire, SL6 1NA 
Telephone (0628) 75881 

PINNER 

Chapel Lane Chambers, Chapel Lane, Middlesex, HA5 1AA 
Telephone 081 868 3144 

INTERNATIONAL 
HONG KONG 

702 Rnuonjee House Rumsnjec fWitre 
Duddd] Street, Hong Kong 
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FOR TENANTS 

• Select otaped to adviae 
ob toe market pneaQy. 

• Deahaeatmtu 


trowin/pfB|Mrtiii A 
ptad agent «rflr prodacc 4 k 
Im« n Irodget tad toattm. 

• Dwrowwvr* range o# 
nhabfa mm; agreeneols 
hr afl efaqii irtf mrw , 

• Tbei^degehveBl 
eOTfce«a«nHral4ad 
HMtbMst ImdoB at no 
Aayln l mnlt 

• Oaal leek too eroly. 
Goad Ratal property mm 
fiat and evron aped 
niilyymmimiiiii 


FOR PROPERTY 
OWNERS 

* baqrkeitoqaatnbr 

uiuiui, tut pifipniy 
d nu B iiie d i nH fnr n Mi i i f to 

inlmWhd Bndafc . 

n» r « Bnt provWt* 6te 

ictlntBT*. 

a Euan pratoette (aider 
Bvlnr-Hna^ijwr 
eenaacy « g «it«al - hr 
npaMedoapajaatad 
fatodtt. Ttrfi prottetJan 
anbegnacdtfanMgb 
y i tu l n c tpinpeay to or 
ttm^AwiadSMUd 
Tcaudcsi 

* Prior rvaa^keSr to (be 
toerfcet bwd as iheehe 
■ad qaatty o< tor property 
rod ito (eatioa. 

* Scfaatordgto^rt. 


Lettings Agent op the year Aw&ro ■ 




if you have a fiat or house to rent, then kick no fitnhq-. Rent it through 
The TTtacs. Ai only £SJ0 per Hne plus VAT yon can rent your propoty. 
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__ THEATRE page 4? 

Judi Dench talks 
g kput he r role in The Gift 


of the Gorgon, coming 


into the West End 


Nigel Hawkes on the £2 million restoration of the Old Royal Observatoiy at Greenwich 






MUSIC page 43 

Simon Rattle: a spirited 
romp through the music 


of the Twenties with 


the London Sinfonietta 



T fae Old Royal Observatory 
at Greenwich lies at die 
centre of time and space 
Here, by taking a step, 
you can cross from the &stemto 

Sf.n'S™, hen ^ 5he ^ or teeter 
lineiS y akmg ** ^ Meridian 

-P®® 5 by foe most remarfc- 
able docks ever constructed, the 
marine chronometers of John Har- 
nson, who finally cracked the 
problem of measuring longitude at 
“®- Add a building by Wren, the 
best view in London, and the 
National Maritime Museum just 
down the hill and the combination 
is irresistible. 

The old observatory has -just 
undergone a £2 mfflion refit at 
breakneck speed, and reopens next 
Wednesday in time for the henries' 
of serious-minded Germans, 
French, Italians and Japanese who 
seem to value the place more than 
we do. The curator of astronomy,. 
Dr Kristen Lippincott. says that 
British school groups are relatively 
few and often lade the application 
of the foreigners. 

In just six months of work. 16 
major galleries have been refitted, 
new healing and an entrance hall 
installed, and Wren’s Octagon 
Room, with its breathtaking views.' 
restored to an almost unnatural 
glossiness. The speed was dictated 
by Treasury rules which insisted 
that the cheques for the govern¬ 
ment's share of the restoration be 
signed by the endqfthe financial 
year. The result, hbwever. will be 
splendid. 

Lippincott trained as an art " 
historian and spent ten years at the - 
Warburg Institute before being' 
tempted to Greenwich two years 
ago. She is full of enthusiasm for 
the new displays, which take-time 
and space as their themes and 
blend handsome old objects with 
modern explanatory tedmiques- 
“We didn't want ft to look like a 
plastkky science museum,” she' 
says. - r - ' . 

The observatoiy was founded in - • 
1675 by Charles II with the aim of --. 
using astronomy as a yoy'-af • 
measuring longitude at sea. Navi- ' 
gators had long been able." to... 
discover how. far north or^sooth - 
they were by the elevation of the, 
pole star above the horizon, but 1 
determining longitude was more', 
difficult The idea, that inspired the 
observatory was that of cataloguing 
the stars so accurately: that they- 
could be used as a dockfece against 
which the motion of the moon ; 
would serve as bands.. ’ - . 


New light on ancient wisdom 


ARTS 

BRIEFING 



The curator of astronomy. Dr Kristen lippincott in Wren’s Octagon Room which, with its breathtaking views, has been restored “to an almost unnatural glossiness” 


John Flamsteed, the first astrono- 
mer royal. spent aB his working life 
at Greenwich, up by night measur¬ 
ing the positions--of .stars arid 
steeping ly day. From his stipend 
of £100 a year-he had to purchase 
his own instruments. He lived-on 
the: spot, in Jour small rooms that 
have -now been restored to some- 
thing riear .their original condition. 
, The telescopes he used are up¬ 
stairs ini foe magnificent Octagon 
Room,' which was built said Wren, 
“for foe astronomer’s axxommoda- 
tion; arid a litfle forpomp”- In fact 
Wren-' built..foe room on old 
foundations so that it does not face 
due north and south, and was less 
useful as- an observatory than it 


. might have been. Flamsteed actual¬ 
ly did most of his work from an 
outbuilding. 

Now, says Lippincott. foe Octa¬ 
gon Room wffl be available for foe 
holding of dinners and it may also 
possibly be used for small concerts. 
On a summer everting, with all 
London laid -out from Us tall 
windows^ that would be a magical 
experience. 

The restoration is faithful but 
same may feel foe patina of foe 
years has been lost; leaving the 
room as bright as a newly-restored 
old master. Faint has been stripped 
from panelling, and walnut-stain¬ 
ing replaces it The room will be left 
uncluttered, with only a few tele¬ 


scopes pointing hopefully through 
foe windows. 

Ultimately, in spite of poor 
Flamsteed’s efforts, it was foe 
dockmakers and not the astrono¬ 
mers who .solved foe longitude 
puzzle. The Admiralty’s offer of a 
prize of £20.000 inspired some 
ludicrous suggestions. Lippincott’s 
favourite is foe “powder of sympa¬ 
thy”, a material held to possess 
extraordinary properties; Anybody 
injured by a knife would fed pain, 
no matter where he might be. if the 
same knife were later plunged into 
foe powder of sympathy. 

So foe notion was to station on all 
the Royal Navy’s ships a dog which 
had ban hurt by a particular knife. 



At noon each day, the knife would 
be plunged into foe ponder of 
sympathy, and the pathetic whin¬ 
ing of the dogs on far-flung men-of- 
war would tefl the sailors it was 
noon at Greenwich- By comparing 
that with local time, they would 
know their longitude. 

John Harrison's proposal to 
make a dock that would keep 
perfect time on board ship must 
have seemed hardly less iraprobar 
Me. but he achieved it The news 
cannot have been welcome at 
Greenwich, for it meant an end to 
foe astronomers’ efforts to solve foe 
problem alone. Like many an 
inventor since, Harrison’s life was 
made a misery as he tried to claim 
his prize. At one point, he was 
prepared to sell the invention to the 
French for £4,000, cash in hand, 
but foe envoy from Paris arrived 
with only £500 in his pocket 

Now his four chronometers are 
on view at Greenwich, together 
with a video which explains their 
mysteries by removing the plates 
from foe back one by one to reveal 
foe ingenuity of the mechanism: 
foe bimetallic strip that compensat¬ 
ed for temperature changes, and 
foe roDer bearing invented by 
Harrison. 


satisfy the connoisseurs who come 
to see a single object and are 
infuriated not to find it on display. 

The restoration has been sup¬ 
ported by many, but special credit is 
due to The Economist (itself cele¬ 
brating a 150th anniversary this 
yeaij and the Wolfson Foundation, 
who were the first to announce 
support Uppincott with her own 
background in fine arts, likes to see 
the observatory as foe evidence of a 
great flowering of creativity made 
possible because scientists, artists 
and artisans in the 17th century all 
spoke foe same language. 

She hopes thai the new displays 
will be so effective as to capture even 
those parties of British schoolchil¬ 
dren who until now have done no 
more than stand on foe Greenwich 
Meridian, look perplexed, and 
leave. For those reluctant to read — 
“most people don’t”, she says — 
there wall be audio tapes available 
in English, German, Japanese and 
French to guide them round. , 

• The Old Royal Observatoiy (081-858 
4422) is in Greenwich Pane, London ! 
SE10. The reopening is scheduled for j 
next Wednesday. March 24 j 


At long 
last, 
Edith 


THE literary executors of Edith 
Wharton must be dancing with 
glee. After decades of popular and 
critical neglect. Wharton's novels of 
social manners (mostly set in old 
New York) are being scoured by 
American film-makers for potential 
screen material. Martin Scorsese's 
The Age of Innocence is expected 
this autumn. Before that we are 
promised Ethan Frame, a stark 
New England tragedy, with Li am 
Neeson and Patricia Arquene. 

Further ahead lies The Custom 
of the Country, a satire on nouveau 
riche Americans at home and 
abroad; while the film rights to 
Wharton’s unfinished The Bucca¬ 
neers have recently been sold to 
Twentieth Century Fox. 

• THE National Campaign for the 
Arts holds a press conference this 
morning, ostensibly about the 
National Arts and Media Strategy. 
But at the end the NCA’s director. 
Simon Mundy, is expected to 
make his own announcement: his 
resignation. “My predecessor. Si- 
mon-Crine. did it for five years and 
said it was 18 months too long,” 
Mundy says. He leaves in August 
after three and a half years, with 
no job lined up yet 

Discount dancing 

A PRICE war in the ballet world? 
That looks likely as the Royal 
Opera House announces a ticket 
discount policy for its summer 
season which features foe 
| Birmingham Royal Ballet A ticket 
can be had for as little as £1.50 or as 
much as £41.50, with 43 per cent of 
foe seats at £15 or less. Govern 
Garden’s special prices help it to 
compete with foe many other ballet 
performances being offered this 
summer. Biggest seller is likely to 
be the Kirov at foe Coliseum — 
despite ticket prices ranging from 
£30 to £65. Bui foe clear winner is 
English National Ballet with a top 
ticket price of £32 for both its 
London seasons, at foe Savoy 
Theatre and at foe Festival Hall. 

Last chance... 

FRANKIE Vafli. former lead sing, 
er of foe Four Seasons, last toured 
Britain a year ago. to a chorus of 
enthusiastic reviews. Vafli's win¬ 
dow-rattling falsetto graced a rep¬ 
ertoire of hits including “Sherry”. 
“Big GirLs Don’t Cry" and “Walk 
Like A Man". His tour ends at Si 
George’s Hall, Bradford (0274 
75200) tonight; St David's Hall. 
Cardiff (0222 37123(3) tomorrow. 
De Mention! Hall. Leicester (0533 
544444) Friday; Brentwood Lei¬ 
sure Centre (0277 262616) Satur¬ 
day; and London Palladium (071- 
494 5058) Sunday. 


L ike all old houses, the 
observatory reveals its hist¬ 
ory in a series of geological 
layers, each representing a 
new Astronomer Royal. Until foe 
1940s they all lived here, importing 
their own instruments and buila- 
ing new additions to house them. 
Then foe light and dirt of foe city 
became too much, and foe tele¬ 
scopes retreated to Herstmonceux. 

. Today foe Royal Greenwich Obser¬ 
vatory is in Cambridge, while foe 
telescopes it runs are on La Palma 
in the Canary Islands. 

At foe Old Royal Observatoiy the 
architects Stanton Williams, spe¬ 
cialists in fine art exhibitions, have 
arranged foe new displays. Not 
everything can be shown, fait there 
will be open stores, available to 
those who ask. where the reserve 
collection will be crammed on 
shelves like an old-fashioned muse¬ 
um. This, says Lippincott, should 


This engraving 


datetn680 and OH show at Greenwich, shows the original decor of Wren’s Octagon at the Old Royal Observatory 


TELEVISION REVIEW: Alan Hamilton rejects a supposedly feminist vision of the Princess of Wales 

~ -j- ‘ - j . 7 1 J Walt Disney princess on a per 

jgassast; No wav to treat a lady 

.voice like a chainsaw and a X IV. .▼ T v • J aged”. The Disney film in \ 


A ooonimg to Camille 

a feminist academic wifo a 
voice like a chainsaw and a 
mouth from which aU^aceof 
humour appearto 
surgically removed, 

ip in a ™™ 3 T- 

way he treated his 

meanwhile, has become everyone’s 

that ctaa 

JX. In Diana 

ssBawsga 

sragsga-j 

esca ? ea ^ rhSJneM cut the 
-'mutfodiscussed cartoon showing 


W1U1 Ilriiu. wa -- 

tflgd es might have been. 

As if she had not already suffered 

enough from telephoto lenses and 
telephone tappers, the princess is 
now in peril of being deified by all 
right-on social theonsts. “She is the 
ultimate feminist of foe end of the 
century.” Faglia declared. “She has 
used her position and. charisma to 
fight off all the inherited inertia of 
the House of Windsor.” Her mar¬ 
riage having failed, Diana now en¬ 
joyed an erotic relationship with 
her public, and they withher. et-' 
cept that Faglia regarded was too 

repressed to recognise the fart. 

. gut with whom to compare tms 
role model for modem woman, 


WithoutWalls 
Channel 4 


who has wrested bade control of her 
own life from foe dead hand of tra¬ 
dition? Faglia viewed her as saint 
and slut. Mother Teresa and M ad¬ 
onna combined in one ravishing 
fan untouchable body. Diana was, 
In addition, the Lady of Shatort, 
Sleeping Beauty, Gafoo. Dietrich, 
Nefertifi. Botticelli’s Venus, Boadi- 
cea and .a figure from a pre- 
Raphadite painting. Fairy-tale 
princess in foe tower, silent movie 
star or schemer take your pick. 

What she was oertamlynot, it was 
agreed, was a- Page Three girl 


Anthony Holden, foe princess’s 
biographer and a moderately sensi¬ 
ble voice amid a babble of Ameri¬ 
can Femspeak, explained thai her 
eroticism was not of the come- 
hither land, more of the do-not- 
touch variety. Others viewed her as 
. foe last of the silent movie stars, 
conveying sexuality by actions and 
body language rather than words. 

Holden explained that 12 years 
ago the virgin-child hod entered 
into an arranged marriage, a 
marriage of necessity in which her 
husband never looked upon her as 
a wife but merely as a machine for 
producing heirs. She started as foe 
giri-next-door princess who 
shopped in the high street, but was 
now just what the British wanted: a 


Walt Disney princess on a pedestal 
This, it was noted, was “a trick foe 
galumphing Fergie never man¬ 
aged". The Disney film in which 
foe princess gets her friends to talk 
to Andrew Morton does not imm¬ 
ediately come to mind. 

PagOa's examination ultimately 
condemned itself by treating foe 
princess in exactly the way that 
feminists demand women should 
not be treated — as a commodify. 
As an analysis, it came from the 
same dilution as the old American 
view of foe 1936 abdication crisis 
as a simple love story. But Diana 
was undoubtedly the yapping 
Paglia’s embodiment of 2 lst-centu- 
ry woman, as expressed in her final 
gratuitous observation: "If she has 
liaisons, I hope that they win be 
discreet, and thai they will be mere 
toys to fill up her empty hours." 
This sort of garbage should not be 
fed to one’s doe. 
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LONDON 

THE DUEL OF TANCRSM AND 
CEQRINOA Engfcft NaaonrtOpera's 
new jwgrg oJ the Mon won* opera a 
pertdwWunefrarwtwalolDawd 
Men's gnppmgproducbon of £Uu 
Buefc«rtf3 Ca&Be Ptunoa Roam 
mates hot oort|jany debut as Ctoimaa 
Rail Niton is itie Namaor ard 
CnnsSDpfKt VOrtna plays'TannMI. 
Many Bichat conducts. 

CoRseum. St Matters Lane. WC2 (071- 
336 3161). 7 30pm. 

LA DAMNATION D£ FAUST Harry 

KufJm's spcctacJar staging oI Bertoz’s, 

tifjande tSamafwa «itfr me 
tjutssanding Ameflcai bartone Samuel 
Ramwte Mwtirstaphetes. and tefcw 
AmeiKanJany HadteyasFaust Sr 
Cofin Dawa. an ixWfcputKJ master ol 
Berlioz imapfewnoa comjucts. 

Royal Opera House. COwnt Ganten. 

WCS (071-24010B5M911). Bpm 

GEORGS ROUAULT: THE EARLY 
YEARS FwBwsewnoassocate 
Royal* manly wRh the heavily btack- 
oottned refigaxis and circus plctms of 
he; bier years. ihesa early works (1903- 
1 920) «n conw aa a curprrea. Brahol 
scenes, grn«qu«y satincal frrages of 
law courts racing Daumier, and 
briianSy ocknued Fsuwb landscapes 
were on pert of he repeal ore 
Royal Academy of Arts. FvrcarfHy, 

W11071-939 7438) Daly lOarHBpm, 
urti June6 

PHELHARMOtHA Plans! Alfred 
& errfrt performs Haydn 'o Itfle-heaTO 
Concerto In D and Bwrhpven's 
Gxicerto rto 4 m a concsn conducied 
By Lawrence Rosier Saxton's Corceno 
lor Orcftearaand Hndemrth's 
Symphony MaMmotphOBaa ffllouithe 
pc^isntnu 


■ CAROUSEL-Joanna FUfing and 
Michael Htydtn war m a triumphant 
revival of Iha Rodgers & Hamrrwstan 
laugraund muscaL 

Nattered (Lyttelton). South Ban*. SE1 
(071-928 22K2I Mon-Sa. 7 30pm, maJs 
Wed, Sal, 215pm. iSOmms 

■ CRAZY FOR YOU* Thritagly 
staged new varston ol ihe Gershwin 
musical Lferf Crazy. Exceptional 
entertsmwnt value. 

Prtnca Ettward. GW Compton Street, 
W1 (071-734 3951). Mon-Sat. 7 45pm. 
rrois Thurs. SaL 3pm. ISOmns. 

□ CYRANO DE BERGERAC Robert 
Lindsay IMU n^rt as (he nasaky 
challenged hero but the production is 
too busting to gtw enoti^i room to the 
U pot^nncy of he fate 

Theatre Royal. Haymarva. SWl (071- 
930 8800) Mon-SaL 7.30pm, maK W«J 
and SaL 2 30pm ifiOmav. 

□ THE DEB> BLUE SEA. 

ExceptMiaiiy strong production of Iho 
Ramgan drama by Karel Resz. 
transfers after a seB-oul run al the 
Mnekla. With Ponetope Witon and 
Lrus Roache. 

Apofto, ShaflestMy Avenue. WI (07 1 - 
484 5070). Previews frem twlght. 
7.45pm; opens Mw S3. 7pm then 
Morvfn. 7.45pm. Sat Bern mm Wed. 
3pm. Sal 4pm. 140mns. 

■ FRANK PtO SAYS HELLO Quirky 
but Intngung iwo+ender peering into an 
Irish village troubled by dark deeds and 
aracMesspigleL 

Theatre Upstairs. Royal Court. Soane 
Square, SWl (071-730 2554) Mon-Sa, 
7.45pm, mal Sal 3pm. lOOrrlna. 

E THE IMPORTANCE Of BEING 
EARNEST- Magge Smith commends 
the bnhte world of lost handbags m ttks 
elegant revival With Alex Jennings, 
ftchard E_ Grant. Ma^taret Tyzach. 
Atdwych. The AJdwych,WC2 (071-838 
6404) Mon-Sat. 7.30pm. mats Wed. Sat. 
230pm 

□ INVADE UY PRIVACY Tha tart and 
wary poem^songs of Fran Landesman 
txtiSantfy delivered around a dimer 
table by tour performers and a three- 
peoe bend. A real tone. 

RhraraWe StmBon, Crap Road, W8 
(081-748 3354). MorvFn, 7 45pm. Sat. 
6 cmand 8 pm, 120 m*ts 

□ THE INVISIBLE MAN Not so cosy 

a venue as Its btrthptace tn Strattord East 
but the show is as ply as evor. Paul 
Kiev's magrctndaae amazing. 
Vaudevifle. Strand. WC2 (071 -836 
3387). MorvSat. 7.30pm, mats Wad. Sat. 
3pm 150mirts 


NEW RELEASES 


KNIFE IN THE WATER (PG): Gapping 
psychotogica) games on a small saOng 
boat Weteome revival ol PolanskTs Aral 
(and last) Pafish feature, made in 1982- 
Renotr (071-837 B402). 

ORLANDO (PG): Virgna WPoITb 
exuberam rxwal about a Jteesprt fTBda 
Swrton) who Bves lor 400 years, 
chengng sex en route, ftried weh great 
apiemb by Brush Cnena Satfy Patter 
Gate (071-727 4043) LumMrw (071- 
B36 0691) MOM Chetem |071 -352 
5096) Sown on Ifw Hm (071^85 
3366). 

♦ scaur of a woman ttsr a um 

army veteran -visit*. New Yort; wtth a prep 
school pup. Far too tong, with a 
bamnormng star (fiJ Pacms) HWr Chris 
O'Dcwdll. doector. MartBi BresL 
Camden Parkway 1071 -267 7034) 
Empire (D7I-J37 1234/437990^ MGM 
Baker Street (071-835 9772) MOM 
Fuflram Road (D71 -370 2636) MGM 
ThseacMto (D7t-434 iKJll OCt 
WMeleys 1071-782 33321 

A SONG FOR BEKQ; WsstramctJ Cur 
pcwert-ji eigy for the hounded Kurds 
and thw dismembered homeland from 
emigr* cfrecor Nizamettin Arx; 

ICA (071-3303647). 

CURRENT 


BAD LIEUTENANT M3) Forceful. 
unwrrfcrtaWe study ol a depraved New 
■■’ in cop hdoi-ed on drugs and afcohol 
born director Abel Ferrara. Astonishing 
sert o in a ncafcyHgveyKefe) 

Odaonc Haymartoet (0426 8)5353) 
KmNngtoo (0426 914660 
♦ HONEYMOON IN VEGAS (IE). 
Frvate eye Ntoas Cage lues to saw 


TODAY'S EVENTS 


A dally guide to arts 

and entertainment 

compSed by Kart KnfgW 


Festival Hd. South Bank, SE1 (071- 

9268800). 7J30pm. 

BORDERLB£ BLUES FEOTVAL 
The festival gats imJerwy tonight vnth 
ana/lsteretectrcbftjss package 
IMumg ABiert CoBre, Larry McCray. 
The Kinsey R^xat end Pops Staples 
Thfc, corral is sow out bui Co*ns and 
his band refim on Thurwby and 
Friday; Btewoe McCray and Iw band, 
March 23 and 24; Staples, March 21 
and 2E and The Kinsey Report March 
25 Jolm Hammond makes an 
gepearance with Slow Roux on March 
26. end iho festival ends in an afi-sttr 
acousnc biuea night on March 27. There 
wH also be two Saturday workshops 
and a photo axtaxwn m Tower Ratxvds 
nPxcaiSMy 

Borderflne. Orange Yard. Wl (071-734 
2095). 

REGIONAL 

BIRMINGHAM; BfflAlesnder& 
confident and etoquoil production of 
Othello is h£ fksi as amsec dkecror of 
the Birmingham Rep. Jeffery Kssoon 
heads a strong cast Indudng Hilton 
McRae and Alex Kxtgsfan. 

Repertory Theatre. Centenary Square 
(021-2364455) Mon-Sat. 7 30pm. mats. 
Thurs. 2.30pm. Sar (March 27), 3pm. 
until Apr! 10. 

BRADFORD 1 By a histones! 
couiodanca the raAmy and the art ol 
photography grew up tiogetncr The 


THEATRE GUIDE 


Jeremy Kingston's asoassment 
of theatre showing In London 


■ House fufl. rotoms only 
S Some seats meltable 
□ Seats at aU prices 


B KING LEAR: SofeL respecLable 
partormanoa by Tom WBtnson P a low- 
powered staging by Max Stehoid-Ctark. 
With Sashta Reeves. Hugh Ross 
Royal Court Steam Square. SWt 
(071-730 1745). Mon-SaL 7 30pm. mat 
SoL280pm 195mlns Rn^week. 

B KISS OF THE SPTDER WOMAN: 
Tremendously glossy protection of the 
KanderA Ebb mustcat. h ooareens Ihe 
values of Manual Ptig’s novel but CHta 
Rivera manes a strtong vamp. 
Shnflenhur y. Sh^sasbuy Awnua 
WC2 (071-378 5383). Mon-SaL 8pm. 
mats Wed, Sal 3pm. I60nxna 

■ THE LAST YANKEE: SUjfe and 
touching Arthur MAer pratnere: 2oe 
WPnamaker, Peter Davison lead a 
quart® al mudde-aged Americans 
troubled by material 5UCCS8& 

Young Wc,fi8 The Cut SE1 (071-928 
B3831. Mon-Set, Bpm, mats Wad, Sat. 
230pm. 75mhB. 

□ LOST IN YONKERS. TemSc 
pertomwice by Rosemary Hems In a 
Nell Srnon comedy more wwghty than 
usuaL Maueen Lpman (prea good 
value as a loopy aunt 

Strand. Aldwych.VSta 1071-9308800) 
Mon-SaL 7 JOpm. mare Wed. Sat. 
230pm. 160mins. 

B MISERY: Nonsoisical bu chffing 
production of Stephen King's thnler 
CHBarfea PfccatMy Circus, wi (071- 
639 4468). Mon-Sd, 8pm. mats Wdd. 

3 pm. Sat 4pm. 150mtes 

□ MURDER IS EASY: Butwt 
armqutafld Agatha Ovtsoe adaptation is 
tarHywcrth dring. 

Duto of York^. Sf Martin's Lane. WC2 
(071-836 5122). Mon-SaL Bpm. mats 
fliure.Srt.Jpm ?4Ctrtns. 

□ NO MAN'S LAND-PaU Eddtegten 
and the author it tense sharply corrvc 
Rnter Rwrtmg stuff 

Comedy, Paniort Strea. Wt (071-867 
1045). Mon-SaL 8pm mats Diurs. 3pm, 
Sat. 5pm. 13(kiwis. 

□ NOT FADEAWAY: Kelly Hiteter as 
a vwman rt mrtfipfe personaflbas CeNng 
her aH In analyst Neal Swetfenh e m. Not 


CINEMA GUIDE 


Good Brcmni’e asseasmentof 
IThna hi London and (where 

Indicated with iho symbol ♦ ) 

on retoaae across the country 


girlfriend from gambler James Caan's 
cfctdns Arxfrew Bergman's apweabie. 
old-fashioned BcmroaB comedy 
MGM Chetaea (071 -352 5096) MGM 
Oxford Street (071836 0310) Odeun 
Wert End (0426-915 574) UCI 
WWtataye (071-792 3332). 

♦ LEON THE PIG FARMER (75) 

Jewish lad ascovere ire anJuarBawng 
ped^ee Exuberant Bntisfi oomedy 
that gets unduly s*y. Stars Mark FrraM, 
Bran Gtever, directors V«Sm Jean, 
Givyanyor. 

E very ma n (071-4351525) MGM 
Tottenham Court Road (07)836 6148) 
MGM Tyocadaro (071-434 0031) 
Odeon Kensington (0426 91466E). 

♦ LORENZOS OIL (12) Grueftng 
reaHJe tale of parents batttirg to 
aB^flaKtheB 1 son's terrtJtoaness Wthi 
Ncfc None. Susan Sarandon, tfirecror, 
George MS or 

Empire (071 -497 9999) MGM Fulham 
Road (071-370 26361UC1 WMatoys 
(071-792 3332) Screen on Baker 
Street (071-935 2772) 

♦ MALCOLM X (15) Sp*s Lee'S 
ombitnus epic. Denzel Washington s 
so*3 astnetiieoKactivisr, butprfcfrty 
Rsuas get sxfeaepped and there is arte 
cteamatKfire 

Bartotam W7T839 Be9f) Camden 
Pfaaa 1071-485 2443) MGM Ftrihem 


atfiatlan bnege of We irrtre the 
Vkaortun Era siw« that in early titys 
phoiographera hesitated to tackfa the 
pratwns of a stAnect on Iho mow. so 
that the IW striking rafivsiy Images am 
r drawing and painthg. Bui soon ma)or 
phorosyspfxjrs such os HJ and 
Adamson and Frank Meadows StfcUte 
look amntarott, not to mental a host 
of nameless amateurs and 
profesatonais Far Iha occasion the 
qajteiy f. trensfarmed into frw Hceness of 
a Vdonai (tftway sfaxn 
National Museum of Photography, 
Fflm end Ttrimtatan, Pence's vmv, 
(0274 727488). Tues-Surt, 10 30am- 
7 30pm. urd May 23 
BRISTOL. Tha St Pmeretiurg 
Symphony Orehertra stops an n 
Bnstti. midway through a B rttsn tour. 

The programme comprises 
Tc(ia*ovstrys fantasy overture from 
Romeo and JU&. Rachmarwo/s TMw 
Symphony md Gtazuiov'3 Vtafin 
Concerto ii A minor (with htaam 
Fadamvas thosokxst) Atorendor 
□rrvtn^v conducts. 

Colston Had. Colston Sheet (0272 
223632), 7.30pm. 

LElCfSSmER: Rory Eowartte and 
Katfvyn Hunter in JJta Bards*9/fi fast 
man house production at the 
Haymarkac a Mactntb locussing on tee 
supernatural aspects. 

HaymarfreL Befgtave Gate (0533 
539797). Toraght-SaL 750pm. maL SaL 
3pm Rna/week, 

WATFORD Paula Wtow and Jeremy 
Sndenfwad the caar to On Approval, 
Lonsdale's classic oomedy about two 
itesutlOMy engaged coupes. DavW 
Gfimore rtrocts 

Palace. Clarendon Ftoad (0923 
225671). Mon-Thuts, 7.45pm. Fn, Sa. 
ppm. mrt 5bL 3pm. unffi April 3 


altogether conwnclng but Werestng 
enough to have te rut extended inn 
March 27. 

Bueh. Shepherds Bush Green. WI 2 
(081-743 3388). Mon-SaL Bpm. 
150mana. 

■ ON THE PK7IE. John Godber's 
sfl^r but amusng took rt partner 
trouble n a downmarket sM resort 
Garrick. Charing Cross Ftoad. WC2 
(071-4945085). futon-SaL 8pm. mrts 
TTnrs. 3pm, Sat 4pm. 135nws. 

□ PLAYLANDt Athof Fuganfs two- 
hsndar. white man and bteck man, 
kMemg outride a laagromd. haul up 
their pas aid hrt »tha future. Buftfs » 
an etoqmnl ckma* Origlnafly staged rt 
the Market Theatre. Johannesburg. 
Dormer Warehouse. Eertan Street. 
WC2 (071-86711501. Mon-SaL Bpm. 
mats Bus, 3pm, SaL 4pn gorrens. 

□ TRAVELS WTTH MY AUNT: WKam 
Gaury, Jcrtn Wete, ftchard Kane. 
Christopher Gee p*oy M 26 parts n 
G*es Havergafs edaptrtion oi Graham 
Greene's novel. 

WHMwfl.Wtitehall.SW1 (071867 
1119). Mon-Fn. 8pm, Sat 8.15pm. mate 
Wed.3pmSaL5pm.l40mns. 

B TRELAWNY OF THE ‘WHUS*. 
Hsian McCray a he heroine n geodsb 
though somebmes skin sta^ng ol 
Pinero's nrnaitc oomedy by John 
Caxtl Designs by John Napier. 

NaUanel (OMeil, South BerfL SE1 
<071-928 2252). TortghL 7.15pm. 
iSOrrms. 

LONG RUWKRS. □ Btood 
Brothers- Phoenix (071-887 1044) 

B Buddr Victoria Palace (071834 
1317) . B Cats; New London (071- 
400 007a... □ Don't Drees lor 
Dimer. Duchess (071-494 5070) 

B Rm Guye Named Mew: Lyric (071- 
4945045) .□% Fever Albery 
(07186711151.. BAn Ideal 
Huabandt Gtobe (071-494 5065} 

B It Runs In ttw Pamfly; FWyhOuse 
(0718394401). . ■ Joaeptiendttie 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat 
PsBadkxn art -«45037) ..Bln 
Mtadnbkw Palace (071-4340909) 

B Mss Saigon: Theatre Royrt, Drury 
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Opera: Ha Majesty's (071-194 
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Tictat rrixmrtwn suppieJ by Sodrty 
ot West End Theatre 
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Andrew Davis 
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An explosion in 


As Peter Shaffer's 
intense study of 
terrorism transfers to 
Wyndham’s Theatre, 
Peter Lewis talks to 
its emotion-wracked 
star, Judi Dench 

P eter Shaffers play The Gift of 
the Gorgon transfers from the 
Barbican tomorrow and the 
West End theatre finds itself 
in an highly unusual double-dame 
situation: Dame Maggie al the 
Aldwych and Dame Judi at Wynd¬ 
ham’s. But while Maggie Smith as¬ 
cends the pinnade of Wfldean high 
comedy as Lady Bracknell. Judi Dench 
is required to scour the dark abyss of 
that rare category, modern high trage¬ 
dy, as Helen, tire desolate widow of a 
playwright whose uncompromising 
vision brings about his death. 

It is a performance which, in the 
claustrophobic arena of The Ph. has 
regularly had audiences on their feet 
cheering at the end. The cheers are 
earned not just by die virtuosity of the 

C which requires changing age 
25 to 45 and back again in the 
blink of an eye. but by the emotional 
price that has to be paid in anguish as 
well as in anger. Dench makes no 
secret of how harrowing she has found 
its demands. 

"It's without doubt the hardest part I 
have ever played.” she says. “1 found 
rehearsals very demanding indeed and 
gave everybody a terrible time. The 
play raises more questions than I have 
asked, mainly about ihe despair that is 
in it. 

“There’s a blackness in Peter 
Shaffer’s work, a sensation of being 
about to plummet over the edge of the 
piL it is a sombre thing to have to face 
every night Luckily we share the 
experience, there’s no kind of compet¬ 
ing going on between the actors, which 
would be intolerable.” 

So demanding does she find the part 
that she has insisted on dropping the 
midweek matinee. “I didn't fed I could 
do justice to it eight times a week. Two 
years off 60,! feel entitled to say that. 
Oeoparra is deeply exhausting, but as 
Cleopatra you do have time for a cup of 
tea. In this play there is no let-up.” 

The play is triggered by the question 
of what tire response should be to 
terrorism, now even more topical than 
when it opened. It took Shaffer three 
years to write. “As a playwright l fdt 
one has to deal with terrorism, this 
undeniable force for evil, and ask one’s 
sdf the hard questions — one of them 
being whether there is such a thing as 
an unpardonable act," Shaffer says. 

“The ancient Greek dramatists be- 
lieved there was. and demanded that 
blood should repay blood. Personally I 
can’t quite believe those who daim that 
we're beyond all that now. The trigger 
reaction that demands violence to 
repay violence is still there. Humanity 


judi Dench comes clean: "The Gift of the Gorgon is without doubt the hardest part I have ever played". 


is locked into this tension between the 
desire for revenge and the instinct far 
forgiveness.” 

Although Shaffer did not write the 
part specifically for Dench his method 
of work, constantly adjusting the lines 
during rehearsal, led to them working 
in partnership on the text changes. 

"It’s frightening to have the author 
around in rehearsals,” she says, 

“because, sooner or lat- _ ' 

er, you have to ask. ‘Is 
that how you saw iiT 
Peter is so approachable 
that we have had tre¬ 
mendous discussions. 

Huge cuts were made 
and there were so many 
rewrites that I had to 
ask for a new copy of the 
script 

"The play has had 
such a controversial re- 
ception. Some are 
knocked out by it and some hate it 
Everyone wanis to discuss it How it 
will go down with an ordinary West 
End audience, we have still to find 
out" She is a , rare visitor to .the 
commercial West End- "The last time I 
was at Wyndham's was for my final- 
year production as a student at Central 
School Michael Benthail saw it and. 
thanks to that offered me Ophelia at 
the Old Vic.” 


‘It is a 

sombre thing 
to have 
to face 
every night’ 


The. Old Vic was her proving 
ground and she was first noticed when 
she played a shockingly naive, scam¬ 
pering 14-year-old Juliet in Zeffirelli’s 
famous 1960 production, at a time 
when sex In early teenage was simply 
"not done** — or. at least, not referred 
to. Nowshe is casting the play with very 
young actors herself and will direct it in 
Regents Paris whflestiff^Tpearing at 

miffi my own first 
night" It will be her 
fourth outing as a direc¬ 
tor and her .second 
Shakespeare produc¬ 
tion. She had time to 
think about-the play 
while doing the radio 
production recently 
with Kenneth Branagh. 
In this all-star Radio 3 
Romeo and Juliet, to be 
broadcast on April 25, 
she plays the nurse. Sir John Gielgud is 
Friar Lawrence. 

She has hit several of die high spots ' 
of her career under the direction of Sir 
Peter Hall, who directs The Gift of the 
Gorgon. Their partnership began with 
a thrilling Titania al Stratford and 
went on to include her sexually 
susceptible Lady Bracknell and tire 
much-garlanded Cleopatra at the Nat- - 
tonal in 1987, tire harshest perfor¬ 


mance she has given until this one. “I 
have never seen her boiling mad like 
tins." wrote one critic. 

Hall agrees with that: This [Gor¬ 
gon] is probably the toughest part 
anybody's done. You have to Jump 
straight from one extreme of intensity 
to another and they all have to ring 
true. Whatever the agonies of doing 
that, there aren’t many such parts in 
modem drama. 1 think she was bom to 
play it. although her first reaction was. 
*Oh no, not me.' Even as Cleopatra I 
have hot seen her find such emotional 
ferocity. She has developed every acting 
musde and can encompass everything 
from light television comedy to a [day 
like this.” 

To see her m the peace of her Surrey 
acres, with her amiable dog Henry at 
her heels, makes the contrast between 
her private self and the actress in full 
cry all the starker. Where does she get 
her outbursts of ferocity? The black 
anger? You don’t haveto act it It comes 
out of the play. 1 admire hs courage in 
tackling something which disturbs us 
all and which we don't know what to 
do about How can you listen to the 
news these'last few . weeks without 
feeling:, why doesn’t the whole worid 
scream put ‘Stop thisT 
• The Gift oT the Gorgon is in preview at 
ftyndham’s Theatre (071-567 1116) from 
tomorrow, and opens on Tuesday 








RADIO REVIEW: How Alfred Hitchcock turned his obsessions and fantasies into art 


The child as father to the maniacs 


“MMM ... mmm ... mmm,” goes 
Baby Fred in Leytonstone, trying to say 
“Mama". “Mmm ... ramro” goes 
Alfred Hitchcock in Hollywood, years 
later, as he tries to find yet another 
suitable name beginning with “M " for 
the heroine of his new film. The 
Lovesong of Alfred J. Hilchcock, David 
Rudkin's Sunday Flay on Radio 3. 
sought in such dassic Freudian ways to 
identify the childhood origins of the 
master’s obsessions. 

The direction (by Philip Martin) and 
the design of this long play were 
brilliant. It was like a film itself, with a 
character called The Camera (Michael 
Fitzgerald) deftly setting the scenes in 
studio language, and Hitchcock him¬ 
self (Richard Griffiths) always at the 
centre of it ruminating, remembering 
and — above an — 'dreaming and 
fantasising. Crisp flashbacks in the 
voice of Hitchcock’s wife provided 


essential nuggets of factual informa¬ 
tion, fitting the rather asexual role she 
seems to have played in his life. 

The portrait of Hitchcock that 
emerged was of a man hating his fat 
body, unable to touch women, and 
manipulating beautiful actresses by the 
use of a substitute sexual “thing" fas he 
would say), his camera. In his night¬ 
mares. women were always walking 
away from him; judgment was always 
coming inexorably towards him. His 
longing for women began at the age of 
15 with a dream of a woman’s smile 
that he had on the day his father was 
buried; but the unfulfilled dream 
turned to torment and in the end he 
could only fantasise the death of 
women, beginning with his mother. 

The pfay also suggested that his films 
were really just one tong film, each 
starting in a powerful dream or fantasy 
which was then handed, over to a 


scriptwriter to fit into a plot Hitchr 
cock's concern as a director was with 
movements and col oars that "would 
convey the precise tone of the dream or 
nightmare: for instance, he wants one 
woman to be in black at first, then 
rejects black in favour of a "warning” 
yellow, and finally realises he wants it 
to be a yellow material that will look 
black as she gets nearer. 

All this was ingenious and provoca¬ 
tive. Yet there, was a dangerous, 
underlying banality about the analysis 
of Httdicock’s psyche that might have 
sunk, the play had it not been for 
Griffiths’s performance. He not only 
imitated Hitchcock's strange creaking, 
snorting voice to perfection, but also 
used it to convey -such heavy longings, 
such voluptuous pleasure in his fanta¬ 
sies, such harsh yet irrepressible hum^ 
our at his too, too solid fate. 

There could hardly have been a 


greater contrast than the tiny body and 
light, brightvoice of Miss M in Walter 
de la Mare’s Memoirs of a Midget, the “ 
Radio 4 Classic Serial on Sunday dp 
afternoon. The young Victorian lady. 
Miss M, really is no larger than a doll 
in this tale, which seemed to provide 
scope for quite dreadful sentimentality 
and embarrassment 
But it was not in the least tike that 
Miss M is so candid and adventurous 
that one does not^uffisr for her at all, 
but becomes intrigued by her passions 
and resourcefulness. Much credit must 
again go to the performer of the title 
role, in this case Emma Fielding; 
SyivestrateTouzel was also excellent as 
Fanny, the landlady’s rough-tangued, 
-unsentimental daughter who das so 
much for Miss M just fry being 
truth fuL a 

W‘ 
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» THEATRE: Benedict Nightingale disinters Unidentified Human Remains 


VARILYNKMGWU. 


POP CONCERT 

A heady blast 
from the past 






I s avflisauon nearing its end 5 * 
Brai Fraser's play Unidenti¬ 
fied Human Remains and 
The True Nature of Love 
comes to the Hampstead. Theatre, 
London, from the Canadian city of 
Edmonton, which the prog ramme 
. reus us is famous only because it has 
me largest shoeing mall in North 
America: via Edinburgh, where the 
Wratehouse system of values once 
mfed local taste. And rt is as seamy 
a piece as we have seen in ages. IF 
Stevenage was revealed as Sodom 
and Tunbridge Wdls as the new 
theatrical Gomorrah, its prove¬ 
nance could hardly be more unset 
ding. If you shy away from mimed 
fellatio and the like, stay at home. 
But if your mental hide is tougher, 
you are sure to be struck by Fraser’s 
Jin de si&cle imagination and his 
play’s end-of-nuDennium feeL 
The impression he gives is of a 
world gone violently askew, a 
spiritual madhouse whose inmates 
are linked largely by the foriom 
messages they leave for one another 
on the creamy-looking gadget that 
sits just behind the big. purple bed 
that dominates a bleak, shadowy 
stage. Why Fraser does not give his 
telephone answering machine a 
place on the cast list. 1 do not know: 
at times it might almost be the 
central character. 

“Call me" is ce rtainl y the central 
fine. At one of several moments'' 
when Ian Brown's production 
shifts from rawish realism to a 
mournfully choric mode, the char-, 
acters simply repeat the words one 
to another. Call me. call me, call 
me and answer comes there none. 
As the title ruefully indicates, these 
are incomplete people reaching out 
for a contact they mistrust, a love in 
which they scarcely believe, and a 
wholeness not to be attained on 
Planet Earth, at least not in our era. 

The result could. I suppose, be 
self-conscious and pretentious. But - 
curt, edgy dialogue -and ' sharp,. 


sensitive acting ensure that Fraser’s 
Edmonton, is as vivid a townscape 
as David Mamet's Chicago. I even ■ 
found myself believing ui Benita 
( Irene MacdougaD). die. psychic 
prostitute who spends her ofWu ty 
hours relating tales of massacre 
and mayhem and her On-duty ones 
twigging the identify of the serial 
killer who has been terrorising the 
female populace of Atfvr io 

' ; The story comes, as it should, in 
nervy' fits and starts, but mainly 
concerns two people. David 
(Dougray Scott) is homosexual, but 
shares an apartment with Candy 
(Lesley VIckerage). whose predilec-. 
tions are more mainstream. He 
precariously sustains.an old friend¬ 
ship with Bernfe (Kenneth Bryans), 
who likes tying up women and 
threatening them, while launching 
into a new one with the naive, 
insecure Kane (Tom Smith). She 
rejects a paiitefy distraught lesbian 
(Charlotte Jones) for a glamorous 
bartender (Silas Carson), only to 
find that he, too, has louche secrets 
and dark propensities. 

'Ennui and a kind of offhand 
despair are : everywhere; Aids is on - 
die periphery, a half-wanted, half- 
feared kill er, yet the effect is often 
incongruously funny. David’s ni¬ 
hilism and self-destructiveness tend 
to be wry and self-mocking: a 
paradox well within the range of 
Scott, an actor able to joke without - 
seeming. lightweight and sneer 
without becoming camp. 

Perhaps the ending seems a mite 
sentimental, given the sombre feel¬ 
ings that haw preceded it Perhaps 
the serial killer, when his identity is 
finally revealed, .enunciates his 
Nietasdiean philosophy a little 
glibly. Perhaps this, perhaps that. . 
Unidentified Human Remains is 
still aaedit to the.Traverse Theatre.- 
where the . production first ap¬ 
peared. and quite an advertisement 
for Fnrsen a disconcerting new; 
talent, bora true one. 
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Waiting for the end of the world: Dougray Scott and Tom Smith in Unidentified Human Remains 


T he biggest- g rci] 

selling fe- _ " rcn 

male star LOTlUOn 

in pop history will - 

be 49 next birthday and favours, 
not leather underwear and conical 
bra. but the rhinestone cowgirl look 
that was such an essential pan of 
the Ewing women's wardrobe in 
the days when the whole world 
watched Dallas. 

Brenda Lee made her first record 
at the age of 11. and last entered 
the British singles charts in 1965. 
nearly two decades before Madon¬ 
na’s first hit. It could be _ 

tempting therefore 10 foni&'fjft 
view her first British nK|p|j 
performances in several 
years as purely anachro- 
nistic — a sentimental 
journey back to a long 
gone era. But. as Lee's V- 
energetie and enjoyable F 
show' — her second of r 
the evening — demon- L. 
strated. you don’t seU 
more than 100 million 
records by acadent. 

From the top of her 
strawberry blonde bouf- 
fant to the soles of her 
silver shoes, the woman 
once billed as Ladle 
Miss Dynamite still has 
the presence of a bona 
fide star. 

Inevitably, her set -^ 

came packaged as part Still dj 

of a nostalgia night: 
taking the stage before her were 
Chris Montez. Len Barry and 
Johnny TQlotson, each survivors of 
that awkward period when croon¬ 
ers struggled to swim against the 
rushing tide of rode *n' roll. Yet 
Lee’s continuing viability as a 
record artist — since bowing out of 
the pop arena she has continued to 
enjoy extensive success on Ameri¬ 
ca’s country charts — gave her the 
confidence to attempt more than 
just a rose-tinted trawl through her 
own back catalogue. From an 
opening “I'm So Excited", once a 
hit for the Pointer Sisters, to a 
forewell version of Status Quo’s 
“Rockin’ All Over The World", she 


Brenda Lee 
London Palladium 


a ipp offered a textbook 

example of how to 
llladmm fulfil the expccta- 

- tions of fans while 

still keeping a few surprises up a 
spangled jacket sleeve. 

No one could pretend Lee is a 
great interpretative singer — a 
wooden reading of “Wind Beneath 
My Wings" was the least impres¬ 
sive moment — but her big. brassy 
voice remains perfectly' suited to 
both lachrymose ballads (“As Usu¬ 
al”, “I'm Sony”) and raucous 
1950s rockers (her own. such as 
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Still dynamite: the ageless Brenda Lee 


“Let's Jump The Broomstick" and 
“Sweet Nothin's”, plus the likes of 
“Jailhouse Rock” and “Great Balls 
of Fire"). More remarkable, 
though, was her mastery of that 
area where rock., country and 
gospel all collide — hence pugilistic 
but unexpectedly moving versions 
of Bfll Withers's “Lean On Me” 
and Jackie De Shannon's “Put A 
Little Love In Your Heart”. One 
might choose to measure. Lee's 
enduring talent by the standing 
ovation she won from a packed 
house of fans, but by that point 
there was nothing left to prove. 

Alan Jackson 


CONCERTS: Raffle explores the 1920s; new music at the Academy; touring Russians; and a fine Rachmaninov celebration 

Focusing on the miniatures Music is more 

than a matter 
of the notes 


London Siitfometta/ 
Ratflci. 

Festival Hall/Radio 3 
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S imon Rattle’s 'great cuF . 
tural pantechnicon, oth-. 
erwise known as. the. 
“Towards the Millennium" 
festival, continues to tumble, 
through the 20th century on 
its epic ten-year journey. This 
season it has readied 1920s- 
lancL Crazy, exuberant pro¬ 
grammes are tumbling out all 
over London. Birmingham 
and Cardiff. Make sense of 
^ them if you can. The back-to-. 
* back musical contrasts are 
often bizarre, rather like some, 
breathless newsreel- You know 
the kind of tiring: Tfs 19261 
Hemlines are up! Mussolini 
survives assassination.' And 
Cambridge win the Boat 
Race!" 

But that only reflects the 
fractured Zeitgeist of the de¬ 
cade. The one point upon 
which composers, artists and 
writers agreed was a negative: 
newer again would it be pos¬ 
sible to trust the big idea, the 
grand gesture. The big idea 
had died on the Somme, 
fg Composers reacted to catas¬ 
trophe by looking away from 
their defaced European legacy 
towards “primitive" jazz. or 
“untarnished” folk traditions. 
In generaL too. they tiicwght 
email And many of mem 
chose to hide behind foe cloak 
of irony, the vefl of sunealisni, 
the mask of neo-dassiosm 
Even so. it was not a good 
decade for trend-spotters: the 

T hey apparent^ cannot 

hear enough of St Pe¬ 
tersburg in Symphony 
Hall The St Petersburg Ph3~•’ 
harmonic gives so many con¬ 
certs there that it ooula claim 

ft to be Birmingham’s w»nd 

orchestra: and now another bt 
Petersburg orchestra has arri¬ 
ved to find not onfy its share or 
hard currency but also a full 
house and a grafifyingly en¬ 
thusiastic reception- 
None of this was mom than 
the St Petersburg Symphony ■ 
Orchestra deserved. Under a 
musician who, unlike most or 
the present generation of Rus¬ 
sian conductors, cares nothing 
for image and everything tor 
the score, if gave one of tne 
most distinguished concerts so 
for offered by a Russian or¬ 
chestra in Symphony Haij- 

Alerander Dmitriev andtne 
. St Petersburg SO are sum a 

ft? genuine ensemble-that one 

could armaify wish to meet 
them in something o*er than 
Russian- music. To hear that 
enormous string soimdapp- 
lied with Dmitriev's OTJ 
tative integrity to a symphony 
by Brahms, say. could te a 
rewarding experience. 





Simon Rattier in his readings, he showed the panache of a bom Playschool presenter 


diversity stilLdefies analysis. 

Chalk certainly met cheese 
La Monday’s generous Lon¬ 
don Sinfonietta concert For 
example, could Bartfrk’s wild 
and weird Village Scenes — 
with its haunting folk-tunes. 


team to 


SPSO/Dmttriev 
Symphony Hall ■ 
Birmingham .. 

In fact, the repertoire for the 
orchestra’s pre^nt tourof 15 
English concert halls » all-. 
Russian - Tchaikovsky. Gla- 
zunov, Shostakovich and 

Rachmaninov, with the major 
work. Rachmaninov's. Thud 
Symphony. . 9 *edufed to be. 
performed no fewer than toi 
times. The response to tjs 
lyrical inspiration, is scaroefy 
less than ecstatic, the shaping 

ofthebeguOing-secondsubject 

of the first movement breath- 

takingly spontaneous and yet 
perfectly unanimous in its 

mtato-phrasing- - 


separated by ferocious skids' 
on clarinets — have sprung 
from the same planet. let alone 
the same year, as Vaughan 
Williams’s serene told sensur 
. ous Flos Campi for viola (Paul 
SDverthome producing mel- 


Unused to the qualify of 
Symphony Hall — unaware, 
like most visitors, how quietly 
they can afford to play there — 
they presented the work m a 
foreshortened perspective, 
with too much in dose-tip. 
reducing the variety of colour 
in the scherzando sections of 
the second , movement But 
they had the measure of the 
acoustic by the end: in a 
splendidly passionate account 
of Tchaikovsky’s Francesca da 
Rimini, where the woodwind 
soloists proved themselves as 
eloquent as the strings. . . 

The audience's favourite 
hem seemed to be Vladimir 
Krainev’s engagingly eccentric 
interpretation of Rach¬ 
maninov's Second Piano Con¬ 
certo. Apparently reluctant to 
be playing it to begin with, 
and getting slightly out of time 
with the orc h est ra on its first 
entry, he became-mo re and 
more involved with foe work; 
progressing from his initial 
. disdain to pained sensitivhy in 
the slow movement and over¬ 
whelming commitment is the 
finale. 

Gerald Larner 


low magic), small orchestra 
and wordless choir? 

To see the Bartok as pro¬ 
gressive and the Vaughan 
Williams as hopelessly retro¬ 
spective is tempting but sim¬ 
plistic. Village Scenes, despite 


its stinging dissonance, evokes 
a curicrusly stable and enclosed 
woricL It. was -a world, as 
Bartok well knew, that was 
doomed by urbanisation. 
Whereas Flos Campi. for all 
the radiant contentment of its 
ending, contains within it the 
lit fuses that were to blow apart 
Vaughan Williams's music of 
the 1930s. In a sense, then, it 
mirrors the false peace of the 
1920s more truly than Bar- 
t ole’s ostensibly more tren¬ 
chant music does. 

Elsewhere, Stravinsky’s own 
“village scenes" masterpiece, 
Les Noces , jangled along, with 
the rhythmic punch of its four 
pianists and seven percussion¬ 
ists matched by strong declam¬ 
atory singing from the 
London Sinfonietta Chorus. 
From the other side of the 
globe, Villa-Lobos's Chores 3. 
rich in Amazonian onomato¬ 
poeia, was passionately deliv¬ 
ered fcy the male voices. And 
Rikadla. JanAtek’s delightful¬ 
ly pithy settings of animal 
rhymes, held the ear by sheer 
miniaturist ingenuity. 

Rattle conducted everything 
with an impassioned mission¬ 
ary vigour, and read out the 
translations of the Rikadla 
rhymes with the panache of a 
bom Playschool presenter. 
What's more, he even extricar¬ 
ed himself and his generally 
excellent players from one 
ghasdy hole by turning to the 
audience, declaring the move¬ 
ment “a disaster”, and starting 
it again. Pity we can't do the 
same for the 20th century. 

Richard 

Morrison 


Blood brothers 


1 * the Phffln 

50th an- _ 

niver- Festft 

saiy year of - 

Rachmaninov's death, there 
may well be few finer perfor¬ 
mances of his Second Sym¬ 
phony than that heard on the 
South Bank on Sunday night, 
Yevgeny Sveflanov, director of 
.foe Russian State Symphony 
' Orchestra and a frequent visi¬ 
tor to London, con duds _Rach- 
maninov as if the music is part 
of his very bloodstream. And 
he made the Philharmonia 
believe it is part of theirs, too. 

■ Svedanov began by shaping 
the first movement's evolution 
with small, defining gestures 
of batonless hands. Melody 
grew through foe careful gra¬ 
dation of dynamic levels; it 
developed, foyer upon layer, 
through transparent ances¬ 
tral textures. 

Where Rachmaninov in¬ 
creased velocity by an accumu¬ 
lation of vivid solo details and 
short driving r h y t hm s. Sveda¬ 
nov retreated foe tension with 


Phflharmoma 

Festival Hail 


moma Tau • tighl 

1 u ii gestures. 

[ Hail Where foe 

-:— composer re¬ 
laxed into lyricism, Svedanov 
realised foe importance of not 
allowing any melody lo bloom 
too soon. In the great slow 
movement foe solo violin 
theme and the clarinet tune 
dissolved into each other with 
perfect equipoise. 

This was the Phil- 
harmonia's Rachmaninov 
50th anniversary concert; yer 
foe first half featured Beetho¬ 
ven’s Triple Concerto. This 
inexplicably arbitrary piece of 
programming, with Joshua 
BeD, Steven Isseriis and Oil! 
Mnstonen as soloists, was 
given a wayward perfor¬ 
mance excitable and chal¬ 
lenging chamber musio 
making between friends, with 
the orchestra something of an 
irrelevance. The concert may¬ 
be heard on Radio 3 tomor¬ 
row a t 7.30pm. 

Hilary Finch 


I magine Da Capt 
that you . 

are lis- Araittl 

ssyv: rawpu 

dever set of 

variations, Chamber Con¬ 
certo. by Paul PeUay. Here 
comes the soloist’s cadenza, 
just where you would expect, 
even in a form where the tradi¬ 
tional fast-slow-fast scheme of 
things has been disguised by 
the fact that these variations 
are only the second move¬ 
ment Bui hold on. Why does 
Pellay give us just what we 
would expect? For that matter, 
why does his music, well 
written though it undeniably 
is, and well played by the viola 
soloist Kenta Matsumi with 
an excellent small ensemble 
under Martin West's direc¬ 
tion. seem so inconsequential? 
This is Pellay’s Op 55, even 
though he is not yet 30 years 
old. 

Pellay presents us with the 
dassic paradox of being a 
serious composer. As Nicholas 
Maw pointed out on award¬ 
ing the students’ composition 
prize jointly to Adam Gorb (for 
his Metropolis for wind band) 
and Luminrta Spinu (for Be¬ 
tween Heaven and Hell, for 
orchestra) at the dose of the 
Royal Academy of Music’s Da 
Cfopo festival, gening the notes 
onto paper is foe most difficult 
process of this masochistic 
craft Yet an obsession with 
besoming fluent at that pro¬ 
cess can' lead to neglect of 
giving the notes real sub¬ 
stance. In an age of pervasive 
Muzak, how tempting to write 
a highbrow form of exactly 
that, to artempt success 
through, as it were, saturating 
the market 

Happily, not everything in 
foe closing pair of concerts in 
this extravagant IBM-spon¬ 
sored feast (17 concerts of 
music by RAM alumni as well 
as talks and workshops) in¬ 
spired such soured thoughts. 
Early in the evening I heard a 
marvellously challenging pi¬ 
ano piece by Nigel Clarice 
(bom I960) called Solstice 
(brilliantly played, too. by Gra¬ 
ham Caskfej. the beautiful and 
delicate Hostile Light for two 


Da Capo Festival/ 
Arditti Quartet 
RAM/Purcell Room 


Festival/ SWfau* (Mark 

Eden and 
Quartet Christopher 

cell Room 

- 1971), and 

the rather touchingly nostalgic 
Elegy for piano (Eun-E Goh) 
by Timothy Seddon (bom 
1964). Later, in foe RAM 
Symphony Orchestra's enor¬ 
mous concert, there was foe 
imposing Melody. Harmony 
by the Korean-born Shinu 
Lee. 24 this year. 

The certainly, substance 
and originality of this statu¬ 
esque piece could not be 
missed. Though obviously less 
highly developed, it neverthe¬ 
less sat quite comfortably in 
the company of Harrison 
Birtwistle’s Cawain’s Journey, 
a powerful work derived from 
his 1991 opera Gawa/n. and 
in that of Maw’s own deeply 
satisfying and spacious orches¬ 
tral lullaby The World in the 
Evening (] 988), by nuns ripe¬ 
ly lyrical and nightmarish. 

In these works, as well as 
Edward Gregson's sub-Tip- 
pettian essay Blazon and Paul 
Patterson's extravagant and 
extrovert White Shadows on 
the Dark Horizon, the orches¬ 
tra. conducted by Nicholas 
Cleobuiy. played with that 
sense of occasion almost 
uniquely the province of 
young musicians. Their tech¬ 
nical expertise was formida¬ 
ble their exdiement obvious. 

IN THE Purcell Room on 
Thursday, foe Arditti Quartet 
gave foe second of their four 
concerts containing all the 
string quartets of Schoenberg 
and much other Viennese 
music besides. Here, rather 
than foe rather rigorous lines 
of Schoenberg’s Fourth Quar¬ 
tet, what impressed was foe 
luxuriant warmth of Webern’s 
Langsamer Satz (1904) and 
the mighty single movement 
of Zemlinsky's Second Quar¬ 
tet. Op 15 (1914), which 
contains a wealth of ideas and 
emotions. The playing was of 
exceptional confidence and 
insight The final concert will 
be on Friday. 

Stephen Pettitt 


TOMORROW 

NEW CINEMA RELEASES: Hojfd, 
writes Geoff Brown, turns out 
. to be “a film about Jack 
Nicholson in funny make-up” 


DANCE 

Man of 
mystery 

Charles 

Leicester Cathedral 


SO WHO is the Charles of 
Beppie Blankerfs title? He is 
the American composer 
Charles Ives whose individual¬ 
ist music has fascinated one of 
contemporary dance's most 
judicious and thought-provok¬ 
ing choreographers. Charles 
onfy lasts 40 minutes and 
actually forms foe first half of a 
larger-scale piece called Ives. 

Commissioned by Blan- 
keiTs Dutch compatriots for 
performance in an Utrecht 
church. Charles has been up¬ 
graded to Leicester Cathedral 
for its British performances, a 
surprisingly intimate and ap¬ 
propriate setting. It was beau¬ 
tifully presented by two male 
dancers (Fabian Gaiama and 
John Taylor), a baritone 
(Charles van Tassel) and a 
pianist (Gerard Bouwhuis). 
each one complementing and 
enhancing foe other. 

The opening performer, 
however, is Charles Ives him¬ 
self, playing and singing — 
rather out of tune — one of his 
songs in a scratchy recording. 
Bouwhuis and van Tassel, a 
specialist of Ives’s songs, then 
take over, altogether more 
smoothily professional. The 
songs which supply most of 
foe music are early ones, but 
display well the composer's 
different facets: foe sentiment, 
as well as foe playfulness. 

Out of this material, 
Blankert conjures up an infi¬ 
nite variety of means, pace 
and mood. She peppers the 
piece with dialogue between 
van Tassel and Taylor, the 
dominant dancer (foe Charles 
of foe title). Sometimes foe 
songs hold the stage alone; 
sometimes foe dance solos or 
duos, performed to silence or 
to foe piano, in Blankert's 
streamlined but dancerly cho¬ 
reography. Or sometimes all 
activity is suspended, foe par¬ 
ticipants motionless in a magi¬ 
cal hush tinged with sadness. 

Nadine 

Meisner 


QUEEN ELIZABETH HALL 
TONIGHT at 7.45pm 

LONDON MOZART 

0 PLAYERS 

FRANK MARTIN 

Panaraglia for String! 

MOZART 

Piano Concerto No 14 K449 
MOZART 

6 German Dances K5Q9 

TCHAIKOVSKY 
Sere nade for String* 
MATTHIAS BAMEKT nnd 
HOWARD SHELLEY piano 
SIS - SS BotOmee/CC 071-938 *800 

Hawl!i-Mo»n5nClelyflteft Charily I 
Spo na o re d by Gcnml UBHUw 
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TO ADVERTISE 
CALLS 071 481 9994 


LA CREME DE LA CREME 


FAX: 

071 782782$! 
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Who said Legal Secretarial work was 
boring?.... Our client, a prestigious West 
End based firm of Lawyers are looking 
for a top-notch Secretary to wozk on all 
Private Client issues. The level of client 
liaison requires the ideal candidate to be 
professionally presented and well 
spoken. You will use your typing skills 
of 70wpm to produce wills, probates 
and trusts in addition to organising your 
bosses and doing the necessary 
administration. If you would like to 
work for a friendly company offering 
excellent rewards then please call Sarah 
Williams on 071 225 2888. 

-VICTORIA WALL ASSOCIATES- 


SENIOR SECRETARY £17,000 

Busy co rr qxj ny needs a c o rvfi de ntioi secretary with good 
typing sABs who a capable of arranging adonsfw travel 


typing riefls who a capable of arranging adandva travel 
Unarms. AppBoom must be proficient Wordpwfact SI 
operators. Fret age 25 - 40. 

RECEPTIONIST/SECRETARY £13*500 

Prestigious property oonyony tn W1 is looking far a wel 
presented and experienced receptionist with good typing 
(45 wpm). Prof age: 24 - 30. 

PA IN CLAPHAM £15400 

Go dmd medki c oi n p on y In Qaphom b looking far a 
young PA with good shorthand (BOwpm) and WP sfcflk. 
Prof oge: 24 - m 


GROSVENOR BUREAU 
TEL:071 4090566 


RECRUITMENT 

CONSULTANTS 


PAY CHEQUE 

c£20,000 package 


This wefl known West End Bank is seeking a 
confident "switched on" secrotary for their 
Director in their Inve stm ent Banking Dfvisfarr. 
Would suit a po B sh e d team player with lots of 
energy and a cakn "get on with it" approach. 
Wonderful banking benefits include Mortgage 

Sidisidy, genenota boras and paid overtime {core 
hours 9-5). 80/60 skib + WP and Spreochheets. 
Age 24-34. 

Please caB 071 408 0247 

Elizabeth Hunt 

w Recruitment Consultants J 


Come and temp 
with us... 

to £l0.00ph 

-ju we have lots of uncrating and highly paid 
jtei|^wBHwi - primarily for cxpcncnccd 
secretaries with jhortbeod, good presetfiatom and 
exedkm mad procesriAg/DTP daBs (especially 
MS Ward, WordPerfect 5.1 AmiPro and Ward for 
Windows). Ring us now to Join oarbusy ami 
West End - Jnfa. 071-434 4512 

Crone Corkill 

—T emps ■— 


The new Chief Executive of this long 
established bank confronts the challenge 
of translating a forge injection of capital 
izno projects a: a time when many simply 
wait. As an “Agent of Change" be needs 
the efficiency, integrity and positivity of a 
top PA with at least 4yrs experience to 
draw on, to help him achieve his task. 
Immediate start Age 24 - 35. Own lettera. 
Speeds 80/70. 

CaB 071 726 8491 

A NGELA MORTIMER 

4 I Secretarial Recruitment Consultancy XV 


In The Money! 
Immediate Start 
£23,000 pkg 

Several vacancies have arisen within a 
prestigious West End Investment Bank for 
motivated se c r et ari es to work for dynamic teams 
of executives. Their fabulous offices wifi provide 
a last and furious work envi r o nm ent where the 
rewards are high. You must have an ane rt i ve 
ap p r oac h , be able to work overtime and have 
skffis of 80/60/ wp. Age 22-35. If you feel you 
could lake on this challenge and ate aUe to start 
work immediately please call Fiona or Kuy on 
071-437 6032. 

Hobstones 

— -Recruitment Consultants- — —■ 


m 


m 


Top US Investment House urgently 
■ requires a dynamic Secretary to 
support, organise and control a team of 
3 Executives. Your days will be busy, 
hectic and lively as you will liaise with 
clients, handle expenses, travel 
arrangements and diaries. Your calm, 
well organised approach, fast accurate 
skills of 80/60 and flexible manner will 
be invaluable when the pressure is on. 
If you are educated to A Level standard, 
and are a confident person who would 
like a challenging ami varied job, then 
call Victoria Wall on 071 225 1888. 

-VICTORIA WALL ASSOCIATES — 

f — ■— MERIDIAN ■ — a 

SYSTEMS/ADMIN RESEARCH ASSIST 1 


£17,500 + paid o/t, nag 
sabs, boons, etc. 


£15^000 + paid o/t, mtg 
sob, boons, etc. 


Major Gty bank needs a PA A wonderful oppcatuntyfcir 
j (25-30) for a dynamic a bright graduate with sec 
Director who wants to skills to provide research 
delegate res ponsib ility -you support. Plentycf scope far 
t nmij be proactive, admin development. languages 
I oriemsedihatonsysrems. helpful WuntagaeaM 
Cafl Bar bar a . Shcrwin Call Emily Aldrich 

0712551555 

■■NRECRIJTTM1ENT CONSULTANTSMti 


Tempting Temping 

Ask any of our temps and you'll find out how 
modi |img out Te mp orary Controller aka to 
find out your requirements and place yon fax 
rearing and well paid nignments. We now 
urgently need flexible and p rofe ssional secretaries 
to join oar busy and dynamic team. You must be 
well educated, have 60wpm typing and have 
proven experience of Word for Windows, 
WordPerfect 5.1 and spreadsheets. If yon are aged 
between 23-35 and looking for interesting 
assignments in the West End or Chy then call 
Lacy Dam sow to bear more about what our 
clients are looking far 071 Z25 1888. 

VICTORIA WALL ASSOCIATES- 

SECRETARY/PA 

£10-12,000 WC1 

A leot&tgspedaSttexeaaaenxntdotea axBKtezjuy seeks aa 
assistant to a mam board dneaor. We atria bright, wefl 
fronted PA, *Uh WPddSts. name tffiat sped telephone 
manner, intdatirr and and ergiadtatiood dcSz. Capable# 


TEMPS 

Microsoft Word (Apple) 

- . Word for Windows (IBM) 

"■ WordPerfect 5J 
No less them £7.00 
as much as £12.00 per hour 
*£8.50 p.k. Typist, Legal Co, 3 mth booking 
*£8.00 pk. Secretary, PR, 6 mtk booking 
*£9.0$ p.L, PA, PnbBshing, Temp to Perm 

Wa haw just fllad thB» bookings, arid oarardly taw 
s &rda r Song-tain poa M on a requWig secretaries wffii 
ita above packages. Ramamber we pay no lass titan 
£7X0 ml as much as £12X0 per how. So caB is 
k mnnSa t B fy because we haw poattoos wn»>g to 


tor esnudL young, happy tesm (part qf a larger ca) so being 
adaptable a rttaL (No agenda). 

Call Emma ou 071 436 4243 


18-21 Jessys Streep Sl JsiarnSi, Lento SW1Y fflP 
Telephone 871.734 7343 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

Requited far a company involved; in a umifa cBulq 

and inyenwena is gatenL Basedin Mvyfirir. 

Apd 25-45 yean, bright, enme ne. compmer Btexac with 
mini m am "A' levd stmuJard sad bre ad cvpfv i cn o c Petto mill 
bcfaidc srtiert ii rtn s meeting. typagco ues p ou t h nccs. fifing 
■ and mains op system*. . .. 

Please wrfte with CV & phots to: 

15 Park Towos, 2 Brick Street, London W1Y 7DF. 


ambition 

‘ S tar rin g Salary £18-20 S 000 

Ambition on it's own is neve r anoug h- Coutd you 

be the one? - not jurf a P are ^i , JSLS 

ambition and flue sp WJx* a 

firaHato negotiator, a br«ant 

an eve for detaiL a marvel watit fiffRW a™ 

SaS a warmttBficay 

with evroyone? Whaftonofcr hare? A aje* 

job wttfi unSmted prospecis. Thfeenrt a 
SeaWarysjobor even aPAs jobJft£otfc™ 

g to 5 person, but a serious, J*f^J»** 
a flnMsttati ve chatenge taking th® Managing 
Director's kteasand making 
fioSowfeig everything tttrough. ^hBfitflamejoo 

as ft stands you wM need working totowi edge of 

the totowmg: the production of Ma^emwrt 
Wbmi io n , an abwy to usa eon yuters m the 
context of admin, credt control. I nvoicing , oe 
used to Raising with lawyers, acco tmtarfs, tax 
people, VAT people. bea tough negotiator »w 
able to run an office. If you are between®)&40, 
have an Impressive track record In ad mta warn a 
cfianHed company and above afl ar e amMious . 
don't waste a second this Is a rare oftoortixiBy. 

- 1821 Jeaayu Strati widliwSWlY flHP 

Tdipinnr TO 7347341 


PA/EXEC. 

CO-ORDINATOR 


’on fetod prafcmbly be a 
tnduot aidi ■ good 
■owtofer at cnonpen tad 




PUBLIC 

RELATIONS 

PA 

P upat iXn| Gty Fmtociil 
ndCaponPRAaq 
insendy require a cria ft 
mature (23+) PA fat am jaunt 

dimm. 

Mxm have pterion PR 
experience ud be able to mfc 
an own iuiiiatve under imaiic 
m sighs datdEooL 
Fa* jccu tme typing qrentaJL | 

Plena odt071-7W3Za and j 
nk far Eatiia, 

artaCVantn-7W3S0 I 


SECRETARY/PA 

Required tor active 
Property Oompany. 
Educated to 'A' Lewi 
Standard. Enthustesfic/ 
Self Motivated/ Refiable/ 
Property Experience 
Preferable. WP and S/H 
essenttaL £16,000 pa 
nsgotuito. 

Ptesss write wWi CV to: 

John Hhchoos 
Farimw Ma na garpetrt 
(UJQLtd 

21-22 Grosvowr Street 
London W1XSFE 


SENIOR 

PARTNER'S 

SECRETARY 

MnyWr Sctcstora require «n 
axpatteicnd Audo Legal 
Seavtary to work far the 
Senior Panror in the Compoty 
C umm ate ial D qiWnt 
Appicnms must bo 
prosaroable. lavs strong 


ikBs and ba sbla to work 
wider pressure. Good satay. 
bonus and 4 wasks hoidars. 
Plaoa contact aftha e Kam i 
or liaa ou 071491 2020- 
(Strictly No Agencies} 


■prove ram 

SMMETASa/TT «1993 8T 

LEAnoatsw saus and 

RfffiESWNG OLD ONES 
Fv axnnt Mumaftn Rtahng to 

Axt flarp couot B fcjtnartfmg. 

WrtPBfcd 5.1. MS Wod hr 
WhacwB . Tt efaa SN rtWlfl pfan 
CMad B* Tcaamo C wfl ullivil on 


SLJaatrtCaBvgt, _ 

Kamtagtaa. tfladOBtatfS. 

25*fc TAX RHJEF 
0M ALL SBP-FUHK0 
RUHBfG 


WINKWORTH 

nqure o dieerU rnduosec 
Menray for tfair CanOCi Laltnw 
OHioi bcaad ki Kaafaigten Sound 
org u OouondAfti and good sad 
art eaatfbt at s IntreMgr at 
«er4precev*ig 
Sday ntgotWde. 

TAUdNfaraOWBN 

Noagtndw 


NEWS INTERNATIONAL PLC 

SECRETARY 

TO DIRECTOR OF BUSINESS 
AND LEGAL AFFAIRS 

Salary Commensurate With Position 
HOURS: 8.45 AM TO 6.30 PM 


Applications are invited for the position of Secretary to the Director of Business 
and It yl Affaire. 

ll is essential that candidates have the following qualifications: 

- educated to ‘A’ level standard 

- 120 wpm shorthxsd/60 wpm typing together with working knowledge of 
WordPerfect 5.1 

- ability to work on own initiative with common sense, a good organiser, together 
with interpersonal skills 

- total comtchnwnl to the job with the willingness to work long boos. 


ESTEE LAUDER 



I : PERSONAL ASSISTANT ■ 

I ' £12^39 pa hac-LWA 1 

JJ ]kifk% energetic ami experienced PA t» *wp p n1 tk*Boad of AeCtnpar ab ! | 

■ Fnm dr mm o zDeparlmoM of Om mayor tha t ty. ■ 

The deputmeax raises funds ham the cu ty cr s t e sector using Sales ■ 

| Btomnti o n,S p 0 6W Hh^I inrama g.PfthBcldmiq6«a«idE«niloj»eft 6dtamR | R 

| mi *<ri rar* ia thrift mn ^mrceM ha narfiol | 

■ In additiem to exemplary secretarial ikffis you must possess exceDeat m 
■ repareli nml AiB n iaila jiu ma ahnrytfijre. fatinwilB lypBgafalBld J 
| 30 wjanimftgWonltfir 2000is vital and a knowledge cf DTP wosMfaeiisrfri. R 
| Beaefitsmdnd»BaB-csalilntoKype 6 B 06 sdniiB,LV T saad 20 + 2 dayshofiday. R 

■ ryri»g 1 Ap3 lM8-Ii«wwgre i relltiali«H<iB | 

“ 7 Ajafl 1993Jorfinthac hifa n —i o6aadan^pBcatioutcampl a aa eaB ndanA4 * 

I affaftcnodcmdupetoAagelaGoddiftg,KfflfffJaKgrlStCTralCTOC, I 
| 67 Sa£fa»H31, London EC1N8RS ■VI9NHM | 

■ TbeNSPCCB iiwnmiBrd toEtpmdOpp v rl u m i tic * . m f 

Charily Rr*. No 216401 * * 

laaaBaa-aUBaaBaaaaaaa 


cxis.sn car; 

Prestiponsfrin or 1 
soDcfeisseek 
sxcqtitnalAaSo 
SecretawnOi 
previous 

experieocetojon - 
n*6ff.yot h^riy 
(Botesjorai, common 
ladepartmetf-'n* 
soOnaimt'Bbst 
moring and vR draw 
onboOiyow 
secretarial and 
admMslraihcUuis. 
fofc 871-229 9452 



All the advantages you need 
to look your absolute best! 

Best Advanta ges 

Yours with the purchase 
of any two or more 
Est£e Lauder products, 
exclusively at Harrods. 

Cosmetics, Ground Floor. 




Looking great doesn't always come 
naturally. More often than not, you rely • 
on the experts. Est£e Lauder have five in 
Best Advantag es, inducting a tote bag, 
cosmetics case and hairbrush: 

• Gentle Eye Makeup Remover 

• Advanced Night Repair 
Protective Recovery Complex 

• Signature Eyeshadow Duo 

• RE-NUTR1V All-Day Lipstick 

• SpellBound Eau de ParFum Spray 

Come to our Estic Lauder Counter for . 
your Best Advantages gift. 

Available at the Est<e Lauder Counter 
from Saturday 13th March to 
Saturday 3rd April 1993. 

One gift per customer, while stocks last- 


-TraVi©tl< 

■ ■ KNIGHTS BRIDGE^ 


TEMPORARIES 

Lamedifttr asagmnents fix good 
calibre secretaries, aged 25-30 yean, 
with oar bine-chip eliem*. Banting 
and corporate finance ■Mpswinw 
skills 100/60 - word p rocess ing panic. 
IBM Word for Windows, Wo r dP erfect, 
Appkmac. DTP/ spreadsheet 
knowledge an advantage. . - 

CALL ROW 

ALBEMARLE APPOWTEMENTS 
871499X092 


Junior Marketing Assistant 

As opportunity has arisen to fill the rixwe por within die naikering 
D qni tmem of the Iwenufionri Petroleum Ereha n ge, one of London’s 
youngest and fint growing fimnes and ojamm exchanges. 

The qjpeonee will operate the E x ch an ge d large dmabase and provide 
admunstradve and clerical sn p pon (mdnding typing) to die Mariteriog 
Manager. The rote requires an ooetient tekpbone manner and the 
initiative to deal with a^ wide range ol enquiries. The poridon tnD demand 
a ap p ro a c h end considerable to derail 

SoitaMe appficaxtti wfll have c a o dk n t rw pn iwiinHa lj riasahan* god 
rypnrriring/ w o tdptuLgiun g Afifa QTadpafra S.I). ^groil^f T (FsctQ 
caqie ri e n ce would be m advantage. 

Please sdamt your hmJwujen ^pliratkm and cmricidnmn vitK, before 
25th March, BOc 

Tem Jowtas 

ftrorndMiMg^ 

Tutu HitiftiHii Honse 
1 St Katherine's Way 
London El 9UN 


ffarrotls, Knisftis&rvize, London SttlX/XL Teiepbane 071-730 7234 


Our diem, a tint moving American Bank are 
currently looking to recruit a professional secretary 
for the Managing Partner of tbeir small City office. 
You should possess e x cell ent secret a r ial skills 
along with the ability to p rio ri t i se a demanding 
workload. Your experience in Banking of Finance 
will be utilised to the full. You should have a thrdy 
personality end be date to work in a pressurised 
environment. 

In addition to a basic salary, yon will r ece iv e 
guaranteed overtime payments and other benefits. 
Some knowledge of Word for Windows and 
languages are useful. 

Please call 071 287 7788 


Figure Happy ? 
£18,000 package 

A Finance Director of this bine chip 
Merchant Bank in EC2 b se ek in g a fan, 
flexible secretary to snpport their small team. 
Using WordPerfect 5.1 and Lotus 123 
(experience help produce sched ul es 

and reposts, set up spreadsheets and use your 
fest typing skfik (60wpm) to fly through daily 
correspo n d ence . Yon wiD also handle (heir 
QWilCii travel arrangements and organise 
their diaries. A lively person with common 
gw, an «w ga«»« | d mod and a he ad for 
figures is jnsr what they need. Age 20's. H aase 
M^T*""** Victoria TlmiugUM i on 071 377 
9919 for fa rther det a ils . - 



OH 


Applications jo writing eacfosi&g CV together with daytime telephone num&er w 
Bieods HemmingSt RecmhmaU Manager, News International Newspapers 
Limited, PO Bo* 481, Virginia Street London El 9BD. 


BOARD LEVEL PA 
£20,000 + Benefits 

This Inte rn ational fin an c i al i n sti t u tion seeks a 
polshed PA with first dess secretarial skfc 00/60). 
YotiT assist their d y no uic finan ci al drectar who 
wfl expect a hi^j level at canwHment end o top 
level finresad badepeud. This te a hfigfv profits 
role hi which you! finds constantly with bovdtorol 
executives and be privy to hfcftr confiden ti al 
molten. Age kits 20's - eorty 40's. 

far maim is f ra isti a w pisses tsl ep liuiis 
OH 6219529 

Elizabeth Hunt 

^ Recruitment Consultants J 


Hobstones 

. -Btn.irn.tMt CONSULTANTS-— = 


AT THE TOP! 
INSURANCE TO £19,500 

Tip top sfcflb <100/60+) wfll secure you a piece 
eo- onflnatl nB me <2Mng farces behind Lloyds 
underwri ters . Providing fufl PA support to 
Chatmian & MD, oignsing Board Meetings, 
tridng mtnutoa, M tfigy ff ianag wuent, preparing ■ 
0/W reports. Udflse your previous City 
background to Ms* faxtedodgesbiy. Age to & 
CftX JM M utism 06 07T 2S6 8888 
or fax CV on 071 256 7273. 

BS5 JX)VE + TATE. 


9 


A full business seminar pro- ^cirt. Holiday Inn/ 

gramme wiD lake place throughout Swissair and The Industrial 
the 3-day show Hues 30 March - Society will be presented by 

Tburel April Inclusive). Seats avail- Wuannon Chaoman 
able at £9.50 each. Topics include 


Secretary 

Of The Year 

Awards 

—1993— 

Entries for this 
competition have now- 
closed 

The winner and five runners-up 
will be announced at 10.45am on 
Tuesday 30th March at 
The London Secretary & 
Office Management Show 
Blue Hall. The Barbican Centre, 
London. 

Prizes from Next, Holiday Inn/ 
Swissair and The Industrial 
Society will be presented by 


« tjjv cauo. lupics mcuiae Th#. , _ • . 

Time Management Balancing Home ln<iustnal Soaety. 

& Work, Protecting the fndmduaJ Free entrv tfcketv t* n, v 
at Work (by Umplugh) ajid avafl,^ .“ h ° W ^ 

Stress Management. ■ avnuawe to readers of The Times 

Phone Pefer Hafll & Associates **? P h£m wg file hotline number 
on 071-915 0054 for full booking 071-233 8068 

Entry on the day £3. 

Organised n, i«oci«rion with Ti* Ea pg ^ 














a pie; 

•uiltv 


I. THE TIMES WKiiMhv 


TO ADVERTISE 
CALL: 071 481 9994 


MAKi*n u ivyj 







LA CREME DE LA CREME 


PAX: 

071 782 7828 


Housing Group 

P d»cS?. IEF executive & 
PERSONNEL DIRECTOR 

^ a < | W + eenliiliutoi»pen«ion**anie - 

P | ^?Mre^te5lSiSa2S£2£H^ “ Dtsdorlo « 110 

For furtfiar dotaSa and an appficatkxi form contact; 

TT» Personnel Department 
Southern Housing Group 
Knights’ Court 
6-8 St John’s Square 
London EC1M4DE 
Teh 071-251 6001 
Re fe re nc e: 13/93 
Closing date: 31st March 1993. 
MOAGENCES . 


The Southern Housino 
Group dnttt Is 
■- prwWttwwhfl 
•oUhxH tor paepto In 
oead. Wuimof ttM 
country's taroni soda) 
. Dougina development 
pngrammevidow 
90 yen' wparianee 
the Group managac 
9A00 homes and 
gpmnkiowSO 

toad authority math 
anoiwrn EngteO. 
Of 300 staff are key 
to our nt fi 
We aim to attract and 
(BOdnNd^ysflocdwa 
. people towodcsatti us. 
Wa welcome 
■pp’teattes frontal 
needansofthg 
community. 


SOUTHERN 

HOUSING 

GROUP 


* 


Senior Team 
£8.50 - £9.00ph 
every assignment 

We arc looking to expand the senior section of 
our temporary tom. To do this we need 
professional, adaptable secretaries with director 
level experience, excellent WP «wn« 
(particularly Windows or Apple) ami preferably 
•horthand. We win Guarantee good r»n-f far 
every ass i g nme n t , bookings with blue drip 
dient* and a fast efficient bade np from friendly 
temp comroUen. West End (Lis or Lank 071 
437 6092. City (Tina or State): 071 377 9919. 

Hobstones 

PA/SECRETARY - WC2 


CITY UK MERCHANT BANK 
- S/H SECRETARIES- 

Top of the league Merchant Bank urgently requires 
professional team orient ate d secretaries to support 
high profife Corporate and International Divisions. 
Only first class S/H sidfls with banking experience 
can be considered-along with the ability to perform 
in a deadline driven environment. Salary £17.000 + 
Mortgage subsftfr + Bonus. 

Josfin Rowe's Secretarial Consultants wffl be avafl- 
abte at the London Secretary and Office Manage¬ 
ment Show - London Barbican 30th March - 1st 
April, offering free advice on career opportunffles. Do 
cone along and win a day at The Sanctuary. 


™ a ram n / sum, am kmj 

canAdne wdl be educated 10 A tvd standard, have at ktst 2 
yeas seawariai experience, and be lookim to vatic in ■ Am 
ranine nod dynamic amronman. A E urope an Jangnaoc 
voaidhe advantageous hm not «mii«l •' . 

Key attribute* lbr iMs {notion arc an afafHty to vddc to 
light riramtn n, Bra t dan ovoiuidoml dills, a professional 
and matue xnnuacti along with dear evidence of iimtivr, 
dme and anhuBum. Resporaabtlhies will inrhwff- diem 
liaiwM^ the typi ng of confi denti al rinemnents, dealing clomJy 
wilt ffidvemrag [lAWnnppj lianpn | Biwfm^ ■ml GOQfinZ^QjE 

tJHVcf ^ V ^^iwwte 

Salary wffl be c o nun e nw iiRt B with and capepeooL 

frol^y mnMW B^ A edMnte m rijawawiifa-iD 

■ridtecadHtag rSmStCV^ NeahM ibvJl'bCS, 
AfttesHowe, 64-78Kfegmy, Loadon WOB4AJ9 «rFn 
icfalk m «n 4M 8U8. No Anacfas Bern. . - 


- EC3 SALARY NEGOTIABLE \ AJLE 

Wn-nm-cumvfy «*etfP 0 a handy and wit praMMad 
RecopWopJar/Bocntfary » Join on young - go-ahead 
Un d Bfwrtttnfl CwmiMancy. 

n aa p o mfe wte v* Incttxto-antwvring a buay.a^teboard, 
graaling'>titBxa and uataOng wtttganardaaoratartmdUtea. 
Pteaae-sawd yenr o.y, and'dittoof p wdgnt T hary tec - 
Uit.»fm iii LiadMd ' ' 

. :-T CheaXcxSdd How, 

- 2630 Fcndnrcfa Street, - ' 

- London K3M 3DH 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

£|8tC 22JI00 +Benefit* 

A probation! PA with excriknr WP sBBc. At 90wpm 
shorthand is songbfby tins high-profile Senior Exec. 
YooU liaise with the press & . diems, compose 
correspondence, deal with confidential matters' Sc 
organise meetings, navel Sc a great deal of expenso. 
Experience in a financial organisation essennaL • ■ 


PA TO DEPUTY CHAIRMAN 
c£I7K + BENS 

This small financial services firm m the City 
requires a senior secretary faith a aide variety ef 
experience rii a tries / marketing env ironm ent. In 
your late . 20s / early 30s you aril have very good 
organisational and word-processing sails. 
-Educated to A level standard, you ofil fe 
articulate and ride to liaise a all leads. Initiative, 
-ambition and commitment are key attributes for 
dim arid develop into a right-band tide. ■ 
Speeds: 60 topm. typing, shorthand an advantage. 
Applications (CV, covering letter, indication of 
current salary) to: 
REFPA/RV93 
MrsR Vergara 
New Direction Finance 
111 Charterhouse Street 
Loudon ECIM6AA 
' (Strictly no Agoum) 


OPTIONS OF BOND 
- STREET 

CITY OPPORTUNITIES 
5 BANKING SECRETARIES 
£15,000 + Mort Sob. + Bens. 
(cX19k package) 



Call 

Lorraine Pharr 
071-804 0011 



12 Grovdaad Ct 
Bow Lane 1 
EC4 



The Savoy Group of Hotel* and Restaurants 

Very busy Sales and Marketing Director needs 
an efficient, organised and motivated secretary. 
The ideal candidate most have lOOwpm 
.shorthand, working knowledge of 
WordPerfect 5.1 and good administration skills. 
Apply m writing to Louise Westropp 
The Savoy Group of Hotels and Restaurants. 

1 Savoy Hill ■ London WC2R OBP . 

AtenciM n«d_oot »pply " - . 


JUNIOR SECRETARY/ 
RECEPTIONIST 

Company. Dude* inctotie j^i*^ringtri gphon e, pon; 
rHitm ud typing. 

wjUudigoodca«aiBiPdoftiieEiiglJdiLwfB*g e “ , ' a “- 

Pie***cadC.V.mum*iriaryreqninancmttK 

SB*h, 1 Beatiw* Um Un*n W 1 M«».. 

NO AGENCIES 


■> ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

City EC1 e£l5ftf» 

. Ar you > bright, confident in£ridual who wanUfike to (oat a 
growing company in ibe field of Invettor Relatione? We 
require a - tcont-pUyer to ut Computer 
(Macmcoxh) -M»I good ewmiwuwlraitwn iWli arc Job 

daULxexaitb i im^ management, diem contact, travel 
uiim ywti^Ti and general u.....mi..riflp. 

Please fax CV directly to Katie I -a mhle on (071) 253 7535 or 
mail to Cobb Associates, LuL, 1, Charterhouse Mevn, 
Ouiurhoufc Square, Lhhdan. ECIM 6BR 

Tel (071-490 5558) No agenda 


PA/SECRETARY TO 
: THREE DIRECTORS 

We are kxjkm* for an organised, efficient, proJcasioual pmon 
‘ - with at lean 7 yon semtarial experience (indndms a 
mhnnnim of 2 jean ai the highest PA levti) for itete Compaay 
Dimcton of a ielev»fern company. 

AapKcams meat have eawflrnt aeagtanal (90/60) and 
admjiiimaTive *it« 

Pfcaae iend a CV. wirh detaib of cmeni salary to: Box No 

. ■ - ■ .-.1441 


r PERSONNEL ASST 
£12 - £14000 
Deal with leu uiti nf m . 
e nt toy m eoL Prioni ta dm ia 
andaetaiieeictatyto 

J wma nrl Durooc. Y orftt he 

aonwi rxrsoond cap and fixe 
to nan oa 29* March- WP 
of 5t) wpm- Affi 77-30. 
Friendly firm in BQ. Odl 


INTERNATIONAL' 
SPECIAL EVENTS 

rti piJit rtRrirm 

raranmnicaur mux haw food W 
(WodFrifixiX SH tad Dutiast 
fcnps ta fr e. CoJfcat u hp hoBc 
" tutmer. Small boy M 

CBBRRB f DCcdlfDOd 
oo tf c cmtt Sk/PA fwild wai 
Kcaad jobber) brttnoil Kocnrial 
nxt tad office HhaiB 


multi-ungual opportunities 


Great Challenge 

A umqne opport un ity has arisen to join this 
prestigious and rapidly expanding contunc 
jewellery company as PA id the Managing 
Director. This is your d»anw to in a 
high preciore, demanding and exciting role 

oatpg Vour mother-tongue anmdani Trrr man 

and cscrikm En giirfi The ability to 
delegate, m a n a ge your own projects and 
work without supervision is »■ «*» * ! *> You 
will be completely involved in dedson 
maiding and researching p «*»iiTiai busmen 
areas. Commitment will be highly rewarded. 
Competitive salary. Age; 27-35 ideally. 
SIdIte: Good typing/WP knowledge. Please 
Trirphonr Sarah Stewart on 071-377 8827. 

Crone Corkill 

Multilingual —— 

HAYIS c£20K 
PA/OFFICE MANAGER 
FRENCH + GERMAN 

An American RUdUnadond who recently set-up Btetr 
European HQ in Hayes arc looking for a real wlf- 
starter wWt fluent French and Goman. TWs s an 
exciting opportunity tor a pro-active, hard-working 
individual who enjoys lots ri rasponstoffity. 
Independent work and Internati onal Batson and 
coonfintaion. Good state essentfeL 

Multilingual 

_ Oicr vices 


SPANISH LEGAL 

V ti My *?” jogjBpinMa Mng mc <*tn tuant Fmee b mm 
ITALIAN 

Brim 6t wolor im b Mmor at m Co M nodal b ohm dun, 
nwUBMlngB A Mon Typing mod 80 wpm. Mn 25 ywt aM. sil 
B E17JSD. 

LANGUAGES LOCALLY 

THte Fm/Om PA B nr. WnbBdon B CMt. Oermn or Mm 
AONVMc. B LdoOcb. b «ak_ SetUMtan Be m. N Umiao- 
Freocn Ugil me. w Loudk. b n5k_ 

- MERROW EMPLOYMENT AGENCY LTD 
. . THE LANGUAGE SPECIALISTS 

TEL: 071 499 3839 
FAX: 071 409 2859 


TEMPTING TIMES 


iemon swi9; 

i £u; dipm e$ a wen- 1 
; es^blisbefl leading i 
: '"me-ntheleriurfi : 
influsny. An 
opponunny exists ! 
21 the company's . 
lead office for a PA 
:o the Chairman 
r?3ijiihnj lira class 
sr ^pnig/v7p anti 
fluent Gemun. 

This is a true pa 
posnian pronusinp 
isneiy anti real 
sespo.isitriny 

Tel: 081-347 4473 


a m—tvrpaHTn’nr 
9 Whnbledoa 
Bridge Road, SW19 


ADMINISTRATION 

ASSISTANT/ 

SECRETARY 

Wmbotoqln ivtuag. 
wmiert Bua Gwim- 
»p —I J H 5 pw iff Tmiiap inning 

■wE sompuMr Smau tfi SC 1. 

hMtvauw nMMlBCaRBaCt 

b«M M iw id SaBnnng a 

pnanM anplovM 
kre4««a > Pieua wma to MW R 
FrarW 

Awn p ma Bn— Ira. 109 
Bamoviwv SnaulAadanSEl 
3xa 


MHTtMUf mm acc/raoep 

mceB.ave.C8y co. i»/wiim 
M e to SB. Clik++. Unk uo 
BMC AMMa 071 408 2180. 


HJUBKT French A OtramL All 
. E29h aae. Tro. PA rda he 
now anaan wmun ttua Jn 
MnntfactyDiotrB Co CUmlaii) 
Iiierir tne md vnm rtvdn 
lot* or tottuittve. MbOtty to wrtu 
own romatinmlmca. a conn 
pant paraenaWy A OoxSilKty |g 
bavet. Good tyMH * WP Mb 
Aae to 36. Tbe LanBaaae BaA 
•mm an 37V 31 BP (Rac CacB 

HJISNT Rmalan/ Ukranlan M 
Sec ClftOOO a»U. Prated Co 
rmemmr. BO Sac Oona 071 
493 6446. 




FRENCH MBnaaal tonlar mc tar 
bow Mam. No in. Cndfsh MT 
Fan typtno. £12K. LangutM 
MBtMra 071 930 ran 



■n eat. czo.an * toa. urv 
aaeae MaOeta 071 930 iflll. 
ITALIAN .. aveaUas aec/PA 
- m e p ht fm-Dtractor of'jnanaoa 
• men! co B» nail Londcn. Danlnr: 
leal Km. Qaanc writtn A 


n —mu nMue -pa*. 
fane. Aea 2640. Cl7000. PB 
call Joanna Denham <n 071 
484 4R9. tent CorkUl Unffi. 

■■ MiuaVF.TlUL.Cooa.- ■ --- 

ITAUAH avaaktas area SsvB 
/EMt wan London A central 
/North London to 417.600 
Mw. Wo tme a yonawB tar 
.JBtaNMHni ad with food 
vtrartc icooni lo work B tmrtaas 
Iom»^-Mtn2yrs«avaoe24- 
46 wee, Fioaaa at Bare* Ban¬ 
ana) tar mace tore or lax your 
ceonPTl 4»a 46eaiHcc Co«M). 




NON-SEGBETASIAL 


RECEPTKW 

SELECTION 


FREXCH/SPANISH 
?A £27,500 + bens 

tel 5na of mka ua ii sect 
oQagia! sec and) 3 yn sec exp. 
fiOa^a lypiag ft S/HSOwpic to 
*crk for Serior panne;. 

Age -S4S jwc£ 

Call Laora it BOYCE 
BILINGUAL 071 287 5060 


GERMAN PA IN 
BANKING £20,000 + 
MRTGE + bens 

I.M W lilMI IMmmMn Ailh. 

a argeuiy mb lo Mat B P4 u 
Hnayr Conan MT Nandinl. apt 
13-35.581 Eaf&di SOapn * masL 
Can BOYCE BUKGl'AL 071 1& 
Uto IACY) or Fu 071 4M 4UC 


JUMKM Sec. £12.000. COnver- 
mUooBi French, im. Oil Co Suit 
in /Ona Bbber BOwpin typtaft. 
BO Woe tewn 071 4H 6446. 

■ILKEVNCS: TranstMor/Co- 

odtaatar with fluent German A 
Ranch fllnltan a tl Engttsli 
mother loanue. MaltSUnaim 
Bcrvfcesrecoom07i 8363704 

PARIS human rea ou rce* tola 
dual 8 cc/am tar American co. 
Ideal for .young (Son] returner lo 
France. Mud be brlohL 
dynamic, hard wor kin g, gmek 
learner. Should know near. 
French mother-tongue bib flu¬ 
ent DtflBsh. Excellent career 
6evetoVRMmL CXI 7-13.000 
AAE- Teh 071 684 6446 or 
Pare 44 63 oa a? anki but 
gem tmernailonal Rcc Cana. 

REC/SEC £20.000. Fluent Ger¬ 
man Engam raoOier tong ue or 
German naHonaL Frankfurt 
relocation ruirian paid. In i oo . 
Oreat benefit*. 9G rec corn 071 
493 6446. _ 

RUSSIAN Serrmery 

req lo wots iw US eily lawyers. 
Good audio typing In Rueetan/ 
Engum eean. can pmup onma 
on Q7I 236 4624 ASA Law. 

■AI FS Rep £20.000 + Oo. car. 
27-36 fluent Russian inL Co. 

- T echnical backwound a rim. 
Tfaww lo Eaatarn Bloc. BO Rec 
Con* 071 493 6446. _ 

BBC Rcv a ir a r. acoonmdaitan 
£11600. Coowcnattceud Dal¬ 
ian. 24-34. Language School. 
BO Bee cone 071 493 6446. 

817,000 Spanish A shorthand In 
Kfcuntnn. Sh. sec with good 
Snaaleti wanted to hetn busy 
Dimeter of Bp company. Lon 
of Inn. telep ho n e work. Omul 
c ar eer opp. Age 22+. 90/60 
speed*. Henson BIHngiml for 
Imm. iniervtrws oei 681 6313- 

BPAMISH bUtegum sec with SH 
In both tanpi tar PA role. Prev 
*ec asp a*. cClBK. lang u ag e 
Maftera 071 930 1B11._ 


SUPER SECRETARIES 


MS Word 5 (IBM), Mass II, Word for Windows, 
Wang WP Plus, DW4, WordPerfect, M ultimate, 
WordStar, Louis. 

Quality assign menu, all companies, all areas, college 
leaven to top PA's, immediate start... 
INTERESTED? Good sec skills and experience will 
ensure you are treated with the respect you deserve. 
Age 18-30. Call Fiona Hindley/Sarah Jane Tarver. 
Call os now on 07) 726 8491 

ANGELA MORTIMER 

il Secretarial Recnatmect Conscttancy ll 

TALENTED TEMPS 

Austen Sroythe, a prestigious agency specialising 
in both banking and bilingual secretarial staff, are 
looking to increase their team of te mporary secretaries. 
If you have excellent secretarial skills and good 
knowledge of MS Word, Word for Windows or 
WordPerfect 5.1/Wlndows please call us now. 

For further details please call 
AUSTEN Trad HIbbert or Marlene Austen 

on 071 6008091 

SMYIHL „ (ax CV's on 071726 4290 

recccks 127 Cheapside. London EC2V6DH 


SUPER SECRETARIES 


FKHI RE n OuL Admmturalcr 
nerddd la tom small. (rtczuUy 
■cam wKMn a prh-aB UitcM- 
raam Bank Um your computer 
suite to mpia data and informs. 
Uon. your nunemy lo ream- 
cUo bank riatemeni* and 
man valnanons and your 
communlcauon *100 * do ibm 
with ciseius and extonal ball- 
luaom A' Levels prdrrraa. 
Minimum of on* year's experi¬ 
ence essential. Age 21-28 Sal¬ 
ary £13X100 plus banking 
benefits. Please call Samantha 
do 071 434 4B12 Crone Corkill 
RecrulimeiU Camuliants. 

FBCMCH apklng sec CMe) tar 
dynamic CO based Hera with 
worldwide Interests. Strong 
personality, sense of humour, 
excel presonuftan 6 pnricsstan- 
ahsm ess. Also S/H h computer 
money. Sal negotiable. Super 
perks. Mrs Prosser 071 269 
6999 Beauchamp Bureau. 

FUNDRAISING - IX Jobbers use 
your rxeeflem SUB* as a tumor 
sec in this (Hendlyorg based In 
Swi S/H min 80 wpm phis gd 
typ. CMjGOO Norma SkentD 
Bee 071 222 6091. _ 

HAMPSTEAD lo £18.000 aae * 
(Tee lunch. Stylish PA/ Secre¬ 
tary with m of h amour 




_Hecrnl imeui Ooastduuitt. 

C16/D00 - internatloaal od oo 
a ds Sec/PA In maim In 
reeruUmenl/tralntna. New rote 
offerthg immense scope far 
longs'-tann Oevetapme p L 1 
Strong admin Am* blue abO&y i 
to handle own correepo n Oe iic a | 
mrnnnai. Good kayneard iktus 
iB6wpm) also requester] Age 
22-27. PI ears can 071 493 
0713 M eMjMaeanimJajailliii^ 

JUNIOR Secretary wOh 12 
months 4- experience tar varied 
lob In smart tColobtsbrldge cora- 
oany. £1 L.OOO + (area paid. 
Can 071 439 7001. Secretaries 
Plus ■ rac cons. 

20k iteikiigi ■ Young Secretary, 
ter clienL a mator Investment 
Bank, te currently expan ding. 
Two young Chtitus well a 
maeiL lively and hardwork¬ 
ing secretary to became the 
Unchain ol their team. Duties 
moude; CUenl Ualson. diary 
management, travel arrange 
menu and shorthand/typlng. If 
you are a smart, ma seotn 
Mgh achiever, enjoy being a 


tl1-12X Rec/Sec for Banta 
centre. 60 wpm Wordstar wp 
6.1. varied work, dient nation. 
can Nallnl on 071 828 6665. 



OPT for mis - £18.000 wed 
known Executive Search firm 
seeks a polished PA to work al 
Director level Emphasis lx 

placed on excrlhnl communlca 
Hon cktOa. InleflJgrnrr and per- 
sonauiy Prrnam yoo have 
real bed your ninbfihnu and are 
now happy lo work In a profes¬ 
sional environment where vour 
e x perience and personality are 
appreciated bin you are no 
longer rtimhing the career lad¬ 
der Skills audio/60 wpm. ex¬ 
cellent Enghsh im-rf -A’ level i 
Age 27-40. Phw ran Vlrmnia 
on 071A34 4612. Dene Corkill 
Recruitment ConsullanU. _ 

PA needed tar pmOglnn. west 
minster baaed co. Working lor 
the Chief Exec.. I his gasman is 
demanding. Invoicing and var¬ 
ied noo/e/r saL c£ 17.000*. 
ten Diane Denny on 071-266- 
1666 at Meridian tttre. Com > 

£1tM>00 . PA rrq’d tar Chief 
Executive Of hKh-groOle. lively 
Property Co. This I* a demand¬ 
ing JOB. requiring orcUrnl 
talk, the ability lo higgle prior. 
IISes and still remain smUngl 
Age 2640. 100/70. Call Ander¬ 
son Hoare on 071 824 8821 
tree court. 

PA/SEC to £16.000. Corporate 
legal cou ns el or small nrm or 
financial consultants seeks 
•mart, friendly person lo pro¬ 
vide full secretarial back-up. 
Comfortable W1 offices. 60 
wpm audio typing A WP. Age 
Z7+. P lease telephone 071 408 
0247 - Elizabeth Hum Recruit- 
men! Consuttants. _ 

£18-20.000+ PA/Sec lo MD. 
High profile Co. Buena, inter¬ 
ests brad/Europe. SH 100/60 
Aae 23^4. 081 209 1868 Agy. 


PA - TRADING £17.000 * o/t * 
bonus. Top Investment bank 
require a oanlcularVy energetic, 
•tylhh. wen spoken PA lo assist 
2 directors A a trading team 
within Fixed tnrorne. Hours are 
long, but this PoNUon has great 
Potential. Ward tar Windows, 
s/n useful- Pass- temp lo perm. 
Age to 27. Tel 071 628 4884 or 
nut 071 628 2392. Rec Cons. 

RECEPTKJNMT tar preaHgtom 
djy co. to £!4k * hank perks. 
Immacuteieiy presented and 
nrtlcutue with min 40 wpm 
typing. 20 years +. Gel apws. 
Agy. 071 734 1062. _ 

SECRETARY to Solicitor/ Rccep- 
nonlst. Small frteodty West End 
Senator's Arm requires lntefll 
gent Sec lo work for two young 
taps™ Solicitor*: dunes com- 
prise oudSiMypIng and recep¬ 
tion. C £12.600 aae 4 weeks 
hoL Pension Scheme. LVs. 
Apply In WTUlng with CV to 
Miss Geraldine Mullane. 

Streamer*. 16 Clifford Street, 
London W1X 2AY. NO Id. 
enquiries please. 


TOP TEMPS 
URGENTLY 
REQUIRED 

% aid for Windoai. MS W cud. 
Cricket Crapb. DW4. Lulus 
IT?. Applenuc. Wunipcrfcri. 
Mullimate OliiHii ETV ThO 
and Worduar 
If «iiu bn f ftffllnti 
kna*ledge of the aboi ctt'Fi. 
air (nufrisunal and undltfini 
kiih food KTTturul slalh. 

Ptnwblr leiKp id perm 
opporniiufm in London 
Can 071 235 8427 
KMGHTSBB1DGE 
SECRET A HIES 
(See. Coos.) 


ARPLEMAC lenua 0 you know 
am at the following program* 
Micrmofi Word. MarwTllr. 
Mardraw. PsnvaKo or Power 
Potni and are Ifilermed In 
temping pfrase call The 
Anlnonv Cook Bureau iRee 
Const on 071 o2B 33S5 


IMMEDIATE - put your MS 
word line 4 window*?! ana 

WordPerfect lo Immediate use 

Snoraund useful Cau today on 
071 409 1262 The Work Shop 


URGENT - Long Term Temp 
Ani-inmml ■ Sen Sec required 
lo woTk M Chairman level 
Microsoft Word for Window* « 
audio *UU* ess Shorthand uie 
ful Esc rare Immediate start 
Coll Unrnc Cordon ■ 071 493 
5122 Venture Pius Rec Cons. 


WORDPERFECT lemp* If you 
have good secretarial skil l* and 
are experienced on Wordperf err 
please rail The An toon v Cook 
Bureau (Rn Cons' on 071 628 
33SS 


I SECRETARY lor Director 
£17.000 - nib mort. * perks 
Financial/In \ uunenl expen- 
enrv wttn rusty ihodhiin* 
wniui Ape 76 ' is year* Gel 
APIH Agy 071 734 1062 

SUTTON £10.600 negotiable. 
Setretary/PA with up skills 
■ lOO/TOi and the nair t np for 
a senior level loo is sought M 
toe MD af this mulU nauonal 
Co Exp In an engineering envi¬ 
ronment ess Age SOe Norton 
Rec Cons 071 823 2567. 

TEAM SEC - tX It.OOOt 
Profeauonal EaecoDic Search 
company seek an efficient, 
organised secretary lo assist a 
learn emmnenrin g a new 
protect Coordinating a beetle 

schedule, you will arrange 
meeting* and Interviews and 
lie he at aU levels There h also 
a heavy secretarial load and 
you win need fast typing 
■WordDctfKt 5.ii and 
Shorthand Is preferred Please 
CaU Hodge Recnrilmenl on 071 
629 8863. _ 

£20.000 top City based interna¬ 
tional oraantaaaon needs super, 
latfvr PA wllh financial bkgrd. 
30+. 90/66. Can 071 377 6777 
Middleton Jeffers Rec Pen*. 

TRADERS Asstetsnt/Secrelary 
LIS Investment bank - front line 
rote 122 261 - earning* Indicator 
£2SK Inducting O/T. mart gone 
benefit extra - assisting sman 
highly successful team al young 
traders dealing internaUonally 
with leading trading centre - 
ronUmxM con lad with New 
York. Tokyo. Frankfurt A Parts 
you wot be fully involved fn 
producing high value business ■ 
personality, interpersonal skill* 
plus jrtnrtn Sr sec exp. ore the 
key requirements ■ good WP - 
Word for windows essential 
Call Sheila Manning 071 54B 
9938 Fax; 071 895 1378. 211 
Piccadilly London W1V 9LD 

TRADITIONAL, discroet PA/ 

Secretary lo organise tots of 

corporate ti os p w al l i y for the MD 
of uw major finu in Mayftdr. 
Previous senior level expert 
mn. and too shorthand essen¬ 
tial. financial background 

useful. HI8.500 neg + benefits, 
tell 071 439 7001. Secretaries 
Phis - rec cons. 

WORD far windows. £18.000 
pkg. Cheerful team of bonkers 
in toe C«y require a bright sec¬ 
retory to assisl them with 
admin and secretarial supoort 
A new position, this is a grow, 
ing area with the opportunity lo 
take an more as you orogrea*. 
O' level* and word for window* 
knowledge essential, banking or 
legal experience preferred. Age 
20‘s. Please telephone Victoria 
H errington on D71 377 9919. 
Hotntonn Recruitment 



AUDIO £14,000. |f you enkw 
anrtlOL and the re s nnrwlh i lft y af 
looking after a b»y mansoer of 
a prestigious org an I s stto n in 
wi. A terrific opport un ity 
awaits you. if you are fun. 
entoustaair. 60+ typing, age to 
28. Call Claire 07! 323 6523 

HSR Bee Cons _ 

AUDIO TVPM CIIjOOO SW3. 
60wpm Qilns. excel tel man¬ 
ner + flesdbfllB'. lerap-perm 
Call Sam at Boyce Temps caovi. 
071 287 6060 Fax 494 4662. 



PAST TIME 
VACANCIES 


ASSIST ANT MCRRTARY for 
Da bwOtule of HarOcxSrura to 


todude matntenance Of meco- 
benup records. Good ners 
tarW skflls. te dphooe ma n ne r 
Md adspubuty raendrsd. 
Wor dP er f ect 61 and use af 
datataWes as vmR as aocaartenca 

» In miauts taking would be hefc- 
fui. i8 hours per week toext- 
Mel Salary circa £6000 pa. 
AppUcaOm with cv Riouid be 
addressed to the General Secre¬ 
tary. fosunde of Horticulture. 

80 Ylncmii Square, London 
gWtP 2PE. _ 

KEHRHOTDM my busy bolld- 
m compny reoarts expert* 
Meed secretary, ward for 
Window*, some audio work. 8 
immriBSi b week. Pmuanrni 
pnmlna. tell 071 792 OOBB. 


SUPER SECRETARIES 


ADMtMSTRATCR with good 
secreted*] skill" IBS* wpm 
audio) nroded to taka reapouef 
Donytaromenngon Rattoncry 

ta r in gs xq yjsree Cny ,P ^ 

GadOMOTl «9TO0 I.Vct?Si« 
SiBJaSJBfe- 

ADMM PA - £17600 tO/T* 
ben* 70*6 admin: sow sec. Age 
24*. 90/70 Skins + sxe organl- 
nerml ahib 4 a sensa of 
humow ess. Top tori Co. Neaa 
CzuploytnetU 071287 3664. 


AMERICAN Law Finn requires 


BUKHIT secretary required u 
work for smafl team lq busy 
property company In Berhalny 
Square Mist be web organMd. 
have fast occuraie typing and a 
sense of humour. Shorthand 
useful but nor osentlal. Stan 
ASAP. £16.000. Please apply 
in wrulna endostog your CV a: 
Fiona Revolt. Stanhope Proper 
tie* PLC. Lansdowne House. 
Derkelesp Square. London W1X 
68P Fax: 071 409 7209. 

CWI H MSyt PA. Succondd 
arm af mterwritcrs in EC3 
needs a profes s i on al secr e ta ry 
to work tor thdr new Ckatr- 
man. Liaising al senior level, 
managing a busy diary and 
organising Ms Ufa form the 
mam duties of toe lob. If you 
have PA experi e nce, good 
shorthand iao wpm *i and 
audio suns and ore aged 2S*. 
please call Victoria Harrington 
on 071 377 9919. Hobstones 
Rotndhnem Consultant*. 

CHANGE your career direction. 
Yoono assist ani to Join us in our 
bun 1 Regents Park Road Shop. 
Com bi ne your arruratr typing 
and secretarial sfciu with gening 
and advising oo our wide range 
of natural fabrics Salary nego¬ 
tiable according to experience 
Please write endosion CV to. 
Ian MasiUn 1D9 Regent! Park 
Road London NWi evu 


LOTS of gel up and go? Proactive 
PA wHh oenmnaitty needed tar 
sman teem in Mayfair. Short¬ 
hand ptaase. £I7j(XX) 4 torn 
■undies. Can 071 439 7001. 
SacretorJea Plus ■ roc ram 

MARKETING SEC - 8 youTe 
beauilluily spoken, have mar 
kettng A/or legal exp. 00-40) 6 
would odoy a real PA job - can 
OBI 348 9108 Legal People Any 

MEDICAL Chanty £16.000. 
Deugntful senior director of 
well known organisation is cry¬ 
ing out tar a super organised PA 
lo be ins ngni hand, working m 
a deportment of 12 wBh one 
other D ecretory, your duties will 
require enthusiasm, inuumw 
and reflabdity. Our cUem is 
Intended to your large non¬ 
commercial fj.e. tutnubonsl. 
Method or Sdendflc earner!- 
•nee. Good sMS* tgo/60/WPi 
and educated to 'A* Level nan- 1 
dard. Please call Jane on 071 
434 4612. Crone Corkill 

Recruhmenl Bostatjjta _ 

MUSIC PA - c£lEX»o 4 bens, 
bun Org socks cnlhusaasllc sec 
FaM accurate skins 68 wpm. 
Musi be able lo pnontue. CUenl 
muson 'A' levels and 2 years 
exprrv-oce Can Graduate 
Appolmments (Rec Com) on 
071 379 OSM. 




SECRETARY required to asuai 
director'* of small City based 
consultancy. Shorthand essen¬ 
tial. experience on Word for 
Windows pfra French useful 
£llLOOOineg>. Write with CV to 
Mi*> F. Watson P.O Box 1880. 
London W10 62A 

SENIOR Sec exciilrnt opp. bin 
co. re sp on s ible role. cUem con¬ 
tact. Oood WP814SHe®9£16K 
Unk A PPts on 408 2160 

SHORTHAND PA 1100/60) 
Hampstead 21-30. Od speaking 
voice 6 presentation. Varied & 
Interesting. £18.000 *. Unique 
Personnel 081 466 8187 

Cl6,000 - superb opening tar 
poised, well presented Sec/PA 
with thi* small, presugtoia.com¬ 
pany. Lovely Mayfair sur- 
iMtodbigs. Professional yel 
friendly environment Accurate 
keyboard skUh <60wpmi rwn- 
Dal. Shorthand toeful. A-Levef 
education pirn sound work 
record requested Age 23-28 
Please call 071 493 E7S7 Cor 
don Yales Consultants 


£11,000 - young, very dynamic 
team of management training 
gedaiux seek au-round asds 
tarn to organise things generally 
and run the office in iheir 
ahsenae Great opening for 
*/one with good, accurate typ¬ 
ing t4A4wpm>. strong pcrsonol- 
Itv and organising flair. Some 
work exp useful Age 18-24 
071 409 1ZB2 The Work Shop. 


PROFILES _ 

BILINGUAL 

PA 

Wen connected, personable, 
attractive bOlngual Japanese 
Lady iAge 43i seeks 
employment wllh company 
1 organisation In London 
area where Language, first 
da» secretarial and good 
organisational skills can 
be used. 

Please Repty lo Box No 1430 



CREME DE 
LA CREME 

ALSO APPEARS IN 








































































































































































































































































































































































TO ADVERTISE 
CALL: 071 481 1986 



TIMES WEDNESDAY MAR CH 17 1993 


PROPERTY BUYERS GUIDE 


071 782 7826 


# 4i* 


LONDON PROPERTY 


COUNTRY PROPERTY 


A sense of time and 
place close to the heart 
of the City. 



For a limited period only. 

Part exchange 


.. " 


Hermitage Court El 

A few minutes walk from the 
Square Mile, oucstazkGsg one, two, 
three and four bedroom apanzooKs 
of considerable character overlook 
a tranquil, landscaped courtyard. 
Special features you can choose 
wtyrb- a gunny balcony or con¬ 
servatory. There's porterage, video 
entryphone and secure under¬ 
ground packing. 

And with prices starting at just 
C99.000, it's easy to see why 
Hermitage Conn is such a quiet 

SU CC ESS. 

Telephone our Saks Office an 
Q71-4S1 2457 (24 hn). or vto the 
show apartments at Hermitage 
Court off Trapping High Street 
London EL between 10am and 
5pm, every day. 


“This must 
be the best 
lifestyle in 
Wiltshire” 


“And with Part 
Exchange m 7 days 

and a 6.5% 

mortgage* it must 


best-ever 


CHIPPENHAM 



rAF.T EXCHANGE IN 7 2AVS 


6 5 °-- 

ShUURITY- . 


MORTGAGE 

XED f O c . ■ V SAFS 


; YEAR MORTC.1C? 

SrOUNDANC COVER 



2 % 


OR Jm/w 

Mortgage Rate 
subsidy for 2 years. 


CHELSEA & 
KENSINGTON 


HOLLAND PARK 

Flu for jmawhish flier. 
Ahsohndj madam briglu. 

high ceiling drawing 

room. 1 bedroom Bn in, 
prone area of London. Ideal 

for City Type, vinriu 

on timindbom this **ek-cnd. 
Stontfay and Sunday 10-2psn 
only. 

Call 071 £03 9127. 


CHEVME WALK Sum mO 
ladng nvar view. 3 bade. 
£169.000- 071 362 6266. 


FULHAM am Nmtr reftnr* 
bufted luMont 2 Ms. 2 


No chain £120.000 No 
H. Tel: 071-684 1221 



utiKT to coNtuer ue si*nn oiho umilahi kji mtiwncin ■» cimjuh non «v 

KOCH C0MK1 «r Tlia Of court fO Ht» 1i» « Out 1»IT> DfX'7 >0» WT** 5 


COUNTRY PROPERTY 


PROPERTY TO LET COUNTRY 



Apartments from £236,000 
Townhousesfrom £ 590,000 
Belvedere Penthouse £3.8M 


Chelsea Harbour 

Lots Road, London SW10 


Harbour Estates 

Tel 071-35 1 2300 



CITY & WEST END 


HAMPSTEAD HEATH 

Lux 3 bed 4A fir aft aizk 
fiartMfi* txdMsrx* deed 
ad} Hash. Ltt IlSyn. 
L399SSG 

HYDE PARK V2 
Elegant 3rd fir 3 bid, 3 bath 
2 rterf apt m anas finest 
pound ilk. 1st 119 yn. 
UOODOO. 

WISE PROPERTIES 
011 724 6111 



Wells Somerset 


WORCS, & SHROP 



The Carltons 

A prestigious sdetfion of properties situated m 
the heart qf WELLS, Somerset 




OVERSEAS PROPERTY 


PORTUGAL 


200ft ABOVE THE 
ATLANTIC & WELL 
WITHIN YOUR REACH 


HERTFORDSHIRE 


xs 


Cum» Hers, mams wn 


QF HE 


.7U,;r 


IMnoses fimaSMjBflO; ApaitiMite from 580,000 
Eetirenent Aptitaeats fros £05,000 - £120,000 

tor father affirmation please contact: 

The Carltons Bales afBee - 0748 670168 or visit the 
show homes at The Cadtoos, Wdh, Somerset BAS 19 
Open Monday to Saturday Hun - Bjhq Snnday 2pm - 5pm 



MIDDLESEX 


Si ration ( roller 




NORTHWEST 



MORTGAGES 


GROSVENORMORTGAGE 
SERVICES LTD 

MORTGAGE AND 
REMORTGAGE FINANCE 

ic Status & Non-Status Loans 

★ Capped rates from 6.45% (APR 6.8%) 
ic Fixed rates from 4% (APR 4.36%) ' 

★ 5 year fixed rate from 7-8% (APR 8.2%) 

★ 3 year fixed rate from 6.95% (APR 7.3%) 

★ Variable Rates from 5% (APR 5.2%) 

★ Written Quotations available on request 

071-637 7292 

7 Portland Place 
London WIN 3AA 

Licenced Credit Brokers 

YtJUR HOME B AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KHP UP 
REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE TO OTHER LOAN SECURED 
ON IT. LIFE MSUflANCE MAY BE REQUIRED. AN 
ARRANGEMENT FEE OF UP TO 1% MAY BE CHARGED. 


Homes at Rocba Brava may be set High up on the 
efifis, but ow Four OwnersScheme makes them 
surprising^ ac c essi b le. 

Prices from S2&5M 

(st^ ownerdiq)al«) available from 585,108). 
Four day inspection visit from only SI 25 per person. 
For full details telephone 0483 771203 (24 hour). 

E 

TRAFALGAR HOUSE EUROPE 

SI Exclusive homes in the Algarve 


UWr/RT BEACHFRONT 


MARBELLA 


EaxpOaodmoeppataattes 

taomatecla&Bhonela 

aeafSpakfsmaslsaagbt 


toning raWanHonsncw 
onto unprecedented rctafr 
hwMmeBseettqnw.qadty 
ft ed nld propertie s hbe 
odudreWde Pearl Baadi 
dwdopmenLVWi safngstfup 
b 50%dkedlnini Be defftoper. 
frdaimore rindttibelate . 
preslge beartfrorttWe’ ad 
bay’s m ost earitqtMiylng 
otporturiy. 

CALL 0213557263¥Cft 
fUmBtNVMAnON ‘ 

§ Uwi6para. 
Times Hobbs. 

Salon Approach, 
. . Mddesex 


NOTICE TO 
READERS 


FRANCE 



MST 


BALEARICS 


SCOTLAND 


HAMPSTEAD& 

HIGHGATE 



4. A A A, 




"Copperfidds" 
BARNET LANE, ELSTREE 

A luxury 5 bed roomed residence of Ac 
iiifia d quality, with guest suite - 
hi a sednded location. 

NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION 

YnrMtau nad change of specification arc 
manbfcottfafeitnge. 

Price £650,900 

For farther <M>&» p*e»»e telephone 

WARD HOMES on 081-640 0044 








SOMERSET & AVON 


“Ti 




SURREY 


DEVON & 
CORNWALL 


RICHMOND & 
KINGSTON 


! 


MAYFAIR 



NORTH OF THE 
THAMES 



MORTGAGES 

Fixed from 54% ft 

63% APR. 


properties. 

Rn> ThM Imm 4% 
fired for 1 year. 
Cambndgedura ft 

«« r - Hn,_rlnf 

• 111 | lUilWurV r WuplLAa 

Sarvioae 
0223 290885/ 

0223 290766. 

Ynt Ihw it at rUi if ire do not 

twy^ wp i nn iniMfl 

■»iTbb«i nr mm hen wanrf 



RETIREMENT 

HOMES 


STYLISH LIVING 

Efltfn CMtpri afttgn rod 



MALLORCA 

Sxfab ulKtOn pfPndoU 

pnpodoMm- 

wmjooo 


Cornea Murray & Morris 
Overtax frvprrty 
Cmsubana 

9425 277771 





FRANCE 


PROPERTY WANTED 


HORSELL/ 

N. WOKING . 

Woatad hr oar cBont; 5AS+- bad 
period praportynanarllat. 
wli oeopa to wpro*«. Laakaq 
faro ip oofr tw aM c ri anJ— la 
lau of poKhasa. 
Cantoct: Master Mares 
Vrapant SvaU Manas unant 
24hn 07148A 0457 
Fdc 071 9359129 


LANDLORDS 

Wa fceta quoftr taaanb 
repairing yow praperttai 
Iwii ti My. CreatTaw, 
Kantah Town. Manna, Fhobury 
Park. Stamford HSt Aicfaway. 
HhMoNk HoMteodL Monor 
Hauoa, ToUaahaai ate. Haow 
onataet b now for a frca natal 
ndaatiaaia and around Laadoa. 

Prime Property Services 
071-2812512 


PROPERTY 

WANTED 



EAST ANGLIA 





EM 




SOUTH OF THE 


FULHAMmuKUTOMm. Aflroc- 
Hve family tiaaaa. 4 tatt. 3 
uwroi. me ikod. tart* 
Mtchtn/dmua- L<umy cUtar. 

loft tw m wi gap* 
Mtnutn DlWpwlB. £279.000. 
T«l! 071 736 1213 


*T!7T 



08444 6877 


NEW HOMES 


MONKHAMS GROVE 
WOODFORD GREEN, ESSEX 

A SUPERB DEVELOPMENT OF HIGH QUALITY LUXURIOUSLY DESIGNED 
4 ft 5 BEDRQOMED, 3 BATH, DETACHED HOUSES SET IN WOODLAND 

PRICES FROM £270,000 to £359,000 


'' Fw 


COTSWOLDS 


HANTS, DORSET, 
AND LO.W. 





COMMERCIAL PROPERTY 


I..uuhi7,;rtc i:i ihc Hiitiny 


Tnt Officers Kim ^ 

y oundsorfy 15-mlnuaaffrBnnhQ K25. 
Gatwfdc. IlniUa uw, rite centres of Bromley and Crankm 
«* raU Hnks are dl wtrhtn Cr ° r *° n 


iHe 


BAf llllllMiu 


Com »«KatlalCop«: 
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^S\ ** forget whether it s right or wrong:_Ieasehold reform is here to stay. Who qualifies and what should they pay? Rachel Kelly asks the experts 


0/1 

f K ' f 


assent m ^ 

°PPortnniW^DS l S^^»l 50,(W ^ teseholdere the 

f»^j^fissaaisassis 

How much wfflitcit they do about it? 


A guide through the leasehold jungle 




esasewg^3SSS! 

50 Professional advice is essential. 
<***“* Gaxtte Publishes a dhrctoiy of 
ScoSratedsSSt^r^ 5 ? Institution of Chartered Surveyors orfee 

“!? Auctioaeers - as wefl asVsotiriior 
Law Society). Remember, there are separate rates for flats 
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*■ V ! 
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Does your flat qualify? 

An attire building qualifies, not an 
individual flat You join with others 
hare of the freehold of the 

S and then you tan award 
i new lease for whatever 
term you like. TTie building must 
^be self contained, with its own 
w services. 

How many flats must (here be in 
the ba flding ? 

There must be two or more flats in 
the building. More than two-thirds 
of the flats must haw qualifying 
leases. 

What is a qualifying lease? 
Qualifying leases are those where, 
the original term of the lease is 21 
years or more and the original 
ground rent (not the current 
ground rent, if there is a difference) 
must be low. 

How low nmst the ground rent be? 
^ The ground rent depends on when 
the tease started. Check your lease 
and find out if your lease started 
a) Before April 1,1963. Then the, 
ground rent must not exceed two- 
thirds of the letting value of the 
; property at foe start of the lease, b) 

: After April 1, 1963. but before 


fewer apartments, with a readenl 
landlord. If a building has a 
commercial element, such as of- 
flees, that element must not exceed 
10 per cent of the total floor area of 
the building. Properties leased by 
the National Trust on terms that 
restrict the ability to sell a lease. 
Properties owned by the Crown, 
although the Crown has said ft may 
waive these rights in most cases. 

Do yon have to five in the flat? 

No, nor do you have to have owned 
it for a minimum time. 

Do all the buihfiE^*s occupants 
have to want to buy the leasehold? 
Two thirds of the qualifying lease¬ 
holders have to. vote in favour of 
enfranchising. 

What kind of people are excluded? 
If you own more than two flats with 
qualifying leases in the same 
building, you are excluded. . 

Where there is more than one; 
lease hi respect of the same flat, 
how do you. know which one 

q ualif iK? . 

The lower ranking lease wQl be the 
qualifying one. ' 

What if (he leaseholder qualifies 
bntthel mfldi ngLdoes not? 
if the building does not qualify due 


'■j&ffW, 

-. yJs*? z v/ - ^ 






A time few c h a n ge: Nicola Wortelhock’s flat is situated over shops, which means that she might only be able to extend her lease 


N 


ieda Wortelbock works for a publishing company, is in her mid- 
thirtles and holds the lease of a flat in Maiyfebone, west London. 


means that it qualifies as a long lease.There are 16 flats in the block, of 
which a quarter are tenanted. The rest are owned, with leases of 
approximately 21 years remaining. The block is over shops, which means 
there could be problem when it comes to enfranchising. as more than 10 
per cent of the whole building is given over to commercial premises. So 


we shall only be able to extend our leases, rather than acquiring the 
freehold. 

“Most of the leaseholders are keen to acquire extended leases but this 
depends upon the cost Also, we are unsure at the moment about how 
many years we would be able to buy to add on to our existing 21. 

“In practical terms, we would like to be able to approach the landlord 
asa group via an intermediary, such as a solicitor well versed in this area 
of law. Then a marriage value would have to be agreed." 


April 1,1990: then the ground rent- to a commercial rianenfexceeding 


must not. exceed two-thirds of the 
rateable value of the property at the 
start of the lease. After April 1, 

1990: then the ground rent must 
not exceed £1,000 a year if the 
fegperty is in Greater London, or 
£25fTanywhete else. 

Whm type of tafldings are empti¬ 
ed? . - ■, ... t' ; . 

Convened buflding*(as opposed to 
purpose-built falod<s$'wffh four or - 


■ 10'per.cent of the total floor area, 
any-qualifying leaseholder win be 
able to acquire i90year extension 
to the . existing lease, and will not 
have to pay any ground rent '• 

If ,1 gqafify, and. fee budding 
'ipsslfies, what then? !' 

J&et ajgre eroent a man^the tenan ts. 

any: action," you must consult a 
surveyor ta obtain a professional 


valuation. Hire a solicitor, toa 
. Decide whether you feel the cost is 
worth it 

How much win it oast? 

The enfranchisement price will be 
based on the market value of the 
landlord's freehold interest plus a 
share of the “marriage value". ’ 

What is fee marriage value? 

The increase in total value which 
results flora amalgamating free¬ 
hold and leasehold interests. It is 
best explained via an example. 

- Take a lease wife 20 years 
un expired at a fixed ground rent 
£100 a year. The lease is currently 
worth £120,000 on the open mar¬ 
ket tf it were*. 999-year lease wife 
no appreciable ground rent, it 
would be worth £250.000. 

The landlord's stake is made up 
of fee value of the; lease until it 
expires.' made up of ground rent 


over 20 years, plus the value of the 
lease thereafter, when the landlord 
may be entitled to rent This totals 
£65,559. The marriage value is 
therefore the sum of fee freehold¬ 
er's interest (£65,559), plus the 
leaseholder’s interest. (£120.000), a 
total of £185,559. 

The total is then deducted from 
fee value of the vacant flat 
(£250.00(8. to produce a marriage 
value of £64,441. Half of this, 
£32,221, goes to fee landlord. So 
the total cost to the leaseholder is 
£32,221 (the marriage value) plus 
fee landlord's interest (E65.559), or 
a total of £97,780. 

Ami jrai paying for the cost of my 
own flat? 

The enfranchisement price will 
represent the whole of the freehold 
interest including . rommunal 
parts. These could either be other 


flats held on leases outside the 
statutory criteria (including care¬ 
taker’s flats, for example). Inis will 
mean that each participating lease¬ 
holder will have to come up with a 
greater sum than that purely 
attributable to his own flat Where 
the building contains a commercial 
tenancy, the value of that income 
may be very substantia], and 
leaseholders might be involved in 
larger costs than they thought 

If you decide fee cost is worth it 
then what? 

Determine the form of the nomi¬ 
nee purchaser. This might be a 
limited company, a trust or some 
other form of collective ownership. 
So far, the limited company has 
been the most commonly-used 
vehicle. There may be important 
tax and administrative conse¬ 
quences to fee various options. 


Consult a lawyer or an accountant 

Serve a tenant’s “discovery no¬ 
tice" on the landlord requesting 
details of the freeholder and au 
people with an interest in the 
building. 

Serve a tenant’s “purchase no¬ 
tice" on the freeholder. This gives 
the proposed price, and names a 
date at least two months ahead by 
which the freeholder must reply. 

The final stage is the freeholder’s 
counter notice which might agree 
with or dispute some or all the 
terms. He can invalidate a claim if, 
for example, the lease is within five 
years of expiring and he can show 
he intends to redevelop the site. 

Negotiation follows, and it would 
be sensible to consult a surveyor. If 


;;/--:rH0gSteS'...;‘7V 

THE right to enfranchise has 
existed for houses since the 1967 
Leasehold Reform Act The new 
bill does not change the rules for 
houses that already qualify. In¬ 
stead, it abolishes the rateable value 
limits that have hitherto prevented 
some houses from being eligible. 

Whal are the criteria for houses to 
qualify? 

The building must be a house, 
defined as a “vertically divisible 
structure". The original term of the 
tease must have been 21 years or 
more. 

The ground rent at the time of 
the claim must not exceed two- 
thirds of the rateable value on 
whichever is the latest of a) the first 
day of the lease, b) the first day the 
property received a rateable value, 
c) March 23.1965. 

Whal are the criteria for fee 
house's owner? 

The claimant must have occupied 
the house for three out of the last 
ten years as his sole or principal 
residence. 

How much will ft cost? 

Houses entitled under the original 
1967 aa provisions pay a price 
based on the philosophy that the 
building belongs in equity to the 
leaseholder and the land, in equity, 
to the freeholder. There is no 
requirement to pay "marriage 
value" 

Houses which are entitled under 
the 1974 amendment, and under 
the bill, pay a price that is 
tantamount to open market value, 
including a proportion of the 
marriage value. This is the basis 
feat the new band of houses can be 
expected to follow. 

Can I extend my house’s lease 
instead? 

Leaseholders who qualify under 
the original 1967 aa provisions 
and fee 1974 aa provisions can 
choose, as an alternative, a 50-year 
extension to their existing lease. 
This costs nothing, but there is a 
provision for a review of fee ground 
rent to the realistic rental fyalue of 
the land at the expiry of the lease. 
This means a high rate, with a 
review in 25 years. - 

The leaseholder mayiae^tobuy 
the freehold at a later’date, but only 


fee parties continue to disagree, the while the original lease remains 


case goes to court, or if the problem 
is about price, to the Leasehold 
Valuation Tribunal. 


current The 50-year extension is 
not an option for houses made 
eligible by the new ML. 



lighten two of the unusual homes that owners are selling 


All the way from the Rockies 

A n imposing American • The- computer shuffled fee: braying the deared three 
log house in a New logsT -measurements . into and-a-half acre site on whirf 


/a.log house in a New 
Forest clearing is the ulti¬ 
mate in building by num¬ 
bers. Hincheslea House; 
near Brockenburst. Hamp¬ 
shire. was built in 1992 wife 
dead standing pines plucked 
from the Rocky Mountains, 
sometimes by helicopter, for 
the American company Al¬ 
pine Log Homes. 

The massive loj^ were 
then stripped, measured and 
their dimensions fed info a 
computer together wife the 
house’s architectural plans. 


The computer shuffled^fee: 
logs' - measurements . into 
compatible groupings.: and 
fee Iogs werp numbered 
accordmgfy: . 

- After a trial run building 
the house, fee logs were 
dispatched by sea to Lowes-. 
toft From-there they-trav¬ 
elled to fee New Forest site; = 
and in two days bad become 
what is thought to be the fiist, 
American Tog ■ house, in. 
Europe. 

Its owners. Anna and. 
Piene Rostand, had set their 
hearts on a log house after 



Wood for the trees: the house blends with the backdrop 


braying the deared three- 
and-a-half acre ate on which 
.fee- former Hincheslea 
House had burnt down. 
They felt the rural site, wife 
its forest views, called for a- 
wooden structure. 

They used an English 
architect to ensure planning 
regulations were honoured, 
and he was flown out to see 
how the Americans work. 

The .finished result is a 
pleasing gabled structure 
bousing five bedrooms,'three 
bathrooms, a traditional 
American basement family 
room, and open plan living 
space inducting a kitchen 
wife afour-oven Aga. 

There is also a galleried 
library, billiard room, sauna 
and wine cellar. The exterior 
is finished off by a veranda 
and sun deck In fee 
grounds there is a heated 
swimming pool and a coach 
house. 

The Rostands’ log house is 
on the market at £995,000. 
and has already attracted 
some overseas interest. 

Christine Webb 


A tale of the riverbank 


S omeone who likes a dif¬ 
ferent outlook on Hfe 
might be interested in the 
Mayflower, an 8Oft steel 
Thames lighter, which is for 
sale off Chiswick MaH 
southwest London. - ' 

There are three boats on 
Chiswick Mall, which is on a 
pretty s tr e t ch of water wife 
views of Chiswick Eyot- (a 
small island) downstream 
and of open land on the 
opposite bank. You ap¬ 
proach the boat through a 
private garden, which is 
shared by an three 


■ The present American 
owners. Phil . and Ginny 
Brown, have- made it their 
home for the last 30 years 
but have decided at last to 
return to America. The main 
cabin in the hull is readied 
down a- purple painted 
wrought iron spiral staircase. 
There is an open-plan kitch¬ 
en wife all mod cons includ¬ 
ing microwave, washing 
machine, and dishwasher. 

Bookshelves line one side 
of the boat, which is tdastqy 

warn aB year round, heated 

by underfloor electric heat- 





Onstream: die Browns* ttdr Chiswick houseboat 


ing. Mr Brown put 50 tons, 
of concrete in the keel to keep 
fee boat steady when afloat 
at high tide and a thick layer 
of polystyrene to make sure 
he beaten the boat and hot 
fee Thames. 

The Browns turned the 
front .and back of fee boat 
into flats when their two sons 
left home and say they have 
never had any trouble letting 
them. They are small and 
self contained, but it is easy 
to hear voices through the 
walls: They produce joxxxfly a 
yearly income of around 
£8,000. Bills for the whle 
boat, including mooring fees 
and Port of London Author¬ 
ity fee add up to £2^90. 

The boat is pretty shabby, 
but has great potential for 
someone with vision. The 
boats are on a renewable 
lease from the Church of 
England. The Mayflower is 
being sold through Wink- 
worth’s Chiswick office (081 - 
994 7096). The Browns are 
acting £150,000- 

Mary Wilson 


Freeloading in Eldorado 


Holiday homes 


in Spain are 


tempting 


squatters, says 


Lorraine 


Bacchus 


T here is a very generous 
Spanish expression. 
"Mi casa es tu casa "— 
"my house is your house”. But 
for many British expatriates 
in Andalusia, this charming 
sentiment is being reversed to 
"your house is my house". 
Squatting has cone to south¬ 
ern Spain. 

The problem is at its worse 
in the mountain villages be¬ 
hind the Costa del Sol On the 
coast itself, squatters are to 
some .extent kept at bay fay 
gran) dogs and armed sec¬ 
urity men on the self-con¬ 
tained estates. In fee small 
villages such protection would 
be expensive and incongru¬ 
ous. 

Gypsies are mostly blamed 
for the squatting but fee habit 
is not exclusively theirs. In 
Castellar de la Rontera it is 
German “Haveners’* who are 
mainly responsible. Young 
Spanish drag addicts are also 
taking advantage of fee free 
accommodation. 

Cristobal Delgado Perez, a 
lawyer who has acted for 
several Britons in squatter 
cases, says that before for¬ 
eigners came there was no 
illegal occupying of houses. 

"Before foreigners started 
buying houses and living in 
them lor only a few weeks of 
fee year, there weren’t any 
empty: habitable homes." 

Spanish estate agents 
admit that fear of robbery and 
squatters is now so great 
among expatriate home own¬ 
ers that many of them employ 
house-sitters. 

Squatting Is an offence in 
Spain, bur toe judicial system 
is tortuously slow and it can 
take years before a case canes 
to court A home-owner’s case 
will be jeopardised if force is 
used against fee occupier.' 

Local people do not justify 
the habit but speculate that 
higher house prices and the 
use of beautiful homes only 
for holidays nay be the cause. 
Those affected say poficeand 
villagers are sympathetic but 
are of no practical hdp, 



An expensive lesson: Patricia Nicholls says "I would never suggest paying squatters — I think it encourages them” 


PATRICIA NICHOLLS - 
used the judicial system to 
evict squatters: 

“We originally bought the 
small village house to live in 
while having our retirement 
home bitilt, then it was rented 
out. My husband died in 
September 1990. 

“A local woman asked to 
rent fee house. She said she 
had had a row with her father 


and been thrown out and had 
nowhere to go. She was very 
tearful I checked with friends 
in the village and was told she 
was reliable. I gave her the 
keys and she gave me two 
weeks' rent 

“I went back to collect the 
key and her boyfriend was 
there. He had moved in. too. 
They refused to leave. 

“I went to the police, but 


they said it was rough luck, 
since 1 had given her the keys. 
I went to alocai lawyer and he 
advised against using any 
force and certainly never sug¬ 
gested 1 pay the squatters. 1 
would be against that, as I 
think ft just encourages them. 
Legal proceedings started in 
January 1991 and the case 
was finally heard at the end of 
May 1992.1 won the case and 


was awarded costs, which was 
meaningless, since the squat¬ 
ters had no money, so I had to 
pay everything — including 
hiring the court to have the 
case heard. The total legal 
expense was £1,500. 

“J don’t think people should 
be allowed to take over 
another person’s properly. 1 
still rent out the house, but not 
to Spaniards.” 


Bribing a couple out Victory—at a price 


DICKIE AND DAPHNE 
BURTON — paid fee squat¬ 
ters to leave: 

"We bought the land in 1979 
and in 1992 we were in a 
position to move into fee 
house we had built." Mrs 
Burton says. 

"In September. 1991, the 
squatters had moved in — a 
couple and their baby. He is a 
drug ad dirt and we hear she is 
also now in a pretty bad way. 
He's also recently been 
arrested for armed robbery. 
We immediately appointed a 
lawyer. He came to the village 
and spoke to fee mayor about 
fee problem. The mayor had 
the squatters brought before 
him, bur they knew their 
rights and refused to leave our 
house- They made the house 
like a fortress so feat it would 
have been very difficult to force 
them out 

“The lawyer wanted that fee 
judicial system in Spain is 
painfully stow and feat it could 
take years of expensive legal 
work and cost thousands of 
pounds to evict fee squatters. 
He advised us to pay them. 
We left side at the thought of 




Sickened: Daphne Burton 
hated paying a bribe 

giving them money but a 
figure of about £1.200 was 
agreed on. The police agreed 
to oversee fee whole process to 
ensure feat the family left once 
they had got the money. 

“That night, when we went 
into the house, it was a disaster 
area. Our Spanish neighbours 
were wonderful and came in 
to hdp us dean up. It has cost 
us a further £8,000 to repair 
fee damage to fee property." 


NEIL PRICE - hassled 
officials to take action against 
fee squatters: 

“We bought the house with 
a view to moving permanently 
to the village, but after all that 
has happened, we've decided 
to stay in Britain. In October, 
J 991, a 'gftano’ family moved 
into my house — husband, 
wife and children. 

“I was told I would have to 
wait for a court hearing. I went 
to Britain and began a harass¬ 
ment campaign of everyone 1 
could think of. I wrote to the 
mayor of Jimena. to my MP 
and MEP, fee court in San 
Roque, tire police chief in 
Seville, the Spanish embassy 
in London, and so on. I didn’t 
get a response from anyone 
except my MP and that didn’t 
say much. Eventually fee may¬ 
or wrote saying he’d passed 
my letter to the courts. 

“The Spanish embassy said 
the matter was a criminal 
offence and that the police 
should simply move in. but fee 
polks said they could do 
nothing without a court order 
— and fee court said they were 
too busy to hear the case. So l 








lL_ Q 

The long fight: Neil Price 
eventually won his case 

started phoning the court ev¬ 
ery day. Then suddenly, in 
June—eight months after fee 
squatters moved in—the case 
was heard. The squatters were 
told to leave immediately. 

“It had cost me about £400 
in phone calls and letters. I’ve 
got another claim in for 
£3,500 to compensate me for 
my time, hassle, loss of rent, 
and so on, but I don't hold out 
much hope of getting it." 
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Clash of foo tballing philosophies in semi-finals of world under-20 championship 

Ghanaian flair challenges English spirit 


E ngland's chance of 
reaching only their sec¬ 
ond world football final 
boils down to perspiration 
versus inspiration. On the 
evidence of this world under- 
20 championship. England 
have die perspiration, their 
semi-final opponents here in 
Sydney today. Ghana, the 
inspiration. 

Now comes the hard part 
Should patriotism behove us 
to support our team blind, or 
are we allowed to acknowledge 
that the neutrals in Australia 
for the event think the beamy 
of the game demands the 
dream final of Ghana v Brazil. 

The dilemma hardens the 
closer you get to England's 
young players. They are yeo¬ 
men in application. They are 
already hard, solid profession¬ 


als of our league system, 
giving nothing away. To a 
man they sacrificed the oppor¬ 
tunity of attending a Paul 
M eCartney concert in order to 
get an early night before 
playing Turkey last week. 

From the goalkeeper. David 
Watson, through to the hand 
running Jamie Pollock, they 
are thoroughly decent, graft¬ 
ing ambassadors. They play 
the way they are told, and that 
draws its strength from the 
pragmatism that runs through 
British football from school¬ 
boys upwards. 

They Play the percentage 
football lauded at Lancaster 
Gate. Their record here is 
played four, won two. drawn 
two, scored three goals and 
conceded one. The goals Eng¬ 
land have scored from free 



ROB 

HUGHES 

Football Correspondent 


play are zero. The goal they 
conceded was an own goal 
And a Fifa boffin worked out 
that England's most prevalent 
tactic is the long throw-in: 17 
against Turkey. 18 against the 
United States. It is so predict¬ 
able, but so far unstoppable: 
England scored two of their 
goals from throwins, the third 
from a comer. 

So rather than surprise the 
opposition, we grind them 
down like waves washing 
away at a stone. In contrast 


the Ghanaians play with risk. 
They tend to decide what to do 
with the ball when it reaches 
their feet They swarm at 
defences like bees to honey, 
and if sometimes they flatter to 
deceive, that is innocence at 
play. 

Their king on the field is Nil 
Lamptey, and he orchestrates 
a team whose federation tells 
us contains three 16-year-olds. 
Osei Kuffbur, Mohammed 
Gargo and Emmanuel Duah. 
Such is their talent that an 


agent from Rome has already 
hired them for Torino. 

So who wifi win? Forthat we 
may have to look bade to die 
1990 World Cup when Eng¬ 
land, through sheer wifi and 
mental strength, overcame 
Cameroon, whose skills were 
indisputably better but whose 
indiscipline enabled Gary 
Linefceris penalties to beat 
them 3-2. “1 say to all you 
expert watchers, watch what 
happens when your favourite 
team — be it Brazil or Ghana 
— have to play us." England’s 
coach. David Burnside, said. 

The implication is that Eng¬ 
land wifi not let the ball-play¬ 
ers play. It is echoed m 
Melbourne where Les Schein- 
flug, the German-born coach 
of Australia, says: “My boys 
never give up. They play for 


the country, not themselves. 
We won’t get stage fright like 
the Americans did against 
BrazSL" So, in Sydney, where 
England meet Ghana, in Mel¬ 
bourne, where 26,000 wifi 
roar on Australia against Bra¬ 
zil, die message is the same. It 
is perhaps summed up in the 
fact dial Australia, having 
attacked virtually every other 
team, are considering using 
their assertive midfield player, 
Carbone, to shackle the Brazil¬ 
ian playmafeer, Adriano. - 
One almost neutral observ¬ 
er. Peter Velappan, the Fife co¬ 
ordinator in charge of the 
group in which England have 
played, makes a penetrating 
observation: "I have been in 
die dressing-room. The player 
who seams unhappiest who 
shows no joy whatever, is Nick 
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Barmby. I am sure he is 
hurting, but from what 1 see I 
cannot imagine a time when 
England will again be in the 
top echelons of world foot¬ 
ball-” Barmby has been trou¬ 
bled by sore shins and a knee 
injury and Julian Joachim, of 
Leicester City, would come in 
if he is unable to play. 

Vdappan, the general secre¬ 
tary of the Asian Confedera¬ 
tion, was schooled in 
Birmingham and learned his 
football ethics from Stanley 
Rous and Ron Greenwood. 
He does not make his com¬ 
ments lighdy but he speaks as 
a purist For die rest of us the 
fence looks an inviting place to 
sit but for the sake of the game 
a Ghana v Brazil final would 
ultimately be worth more than 
pride in England. 


England faced 
with further 
ordeal by spin 

From Peter Ball in Colombo 


THE England cricketers en¬ 
joyed a rare mid-Test rest day 
yesterday, swimming, golfing 
or shopping according to taste 
to recharge their batteries and 
prepare for the task which they 
lace today. 

Whether they aim to win the 
Test match against Sri Lanka 
or to save it, which seems more 
likely, they have to bat for most 
of four sessions and compile a 
reasonable total. This as¬ 
sumes they succeed in captur¬ 
ing the two remaining Sri 
Lanka first-innings wickets in 
short order this morning. 

The speed with which the 
early Sri Lanka batsmen 
scored against the England 
spinners adds to die pressure 
on England, not only to 
occupy the crease but alro to 
compile a demanding total 
The unknown factor is how 
much the pitch will alter as it 
wears. 

“It hasn't changed much so 
far since the first day," Alec 
Stewart, the England captain, 
said. “It has got a bit drier, but 
even with the rest day it will 
have to change a lot to go in a 
big way by the end of the 
game." 

Even if the pitch does not 
deteriorate, there is already 
something in it for Wama- 
weera and Muralitharan. In 
markedly contrasting ways 
they appear to spin the ball 
more Sftarpty than their Eng¬ 
lish counterparts. 

That has led to the actions of 
both players causing a few 
raised eyebrows in the Eng¬ 
land camp. From the start of 
his long run-up Warrumfeera 
is jerky, but he bas passed 
muster from umpires on more 
than one continent 

He was accused of throwing 
by Martin Crowe, the New 
Zealand captain, after New 
Zealand had been bowled out 
by the two spinners for 102 in 
their first innings against Sri 
Lanka here earlier this winter. 
Sri Lanka went on to win the 
game by nine wickets. 

“It was tactics, an attempt by 


Crowe to unsettle Wama- 
weera," Aijuna Ranatunga, 
the Sri Lankan captain, said, 
as he moved to his bowlers' 
defence yesterday. “Wama- 
weera has played in India. 
Sharjah, and New Zealand, 
and he has never had any 
trouble with the umpires. And 
Muralitharan has toured 
England and played against 
the England A team here, and 
nobody has said anything 
about his action." 

Mtiralitharan's action is 
more suspicious at times, but 
his turn seems to come when 
he bowls his slowest most 
flighted deliveries. He gives 
the ball an amount of air that 
few English county spinners 
would consider practical. 

One of the first tasks as 
England rebuild will be for 
Keith Fletcher, the team man¬ 
ager, to find English finger 
spinners who give the ball a 
real tweak. If some of the 
players have their way. he will 
be also be pressing for a 
restoration of the rest day as a 
general rule in Test matches. 
Here three drinks breaks a 
session are mandatory and the 
rest day a necessity because of 
the heat and humidity. 

“You couldn't play five con¬ 
secutive days in this heat," 
Fletcher said. But he is uncon¬ 
vinced of die need to bring 
back the rest days for home 
Tests. His players disagree. 

SCORES; England 380 IRASmUh 128.GA 
HfcK 88 , A J Stewart 83; K P J Wamaweera 4 
lor 90, M tajraJ4ftaran4 tar HB);Sn Lanka 
408 for 8 (P A da Siva 80. R S Mahanama 
64. A Rana&nga B4. U C HalhuuBlngha 59. 
H P Tilakoratne 51 rw out). 

□ England have turned down 
invitations to play in the 
Diamond Jubilee tournament 
in Calcutta and the Sharjah 
Trophy because they feel it will 
hamper preparations for next 
winter’s tour of the West 
Indies. Tim Lamb, the Test 
and County Cricket Board 
secretary, said: “We are con¬ 
cerned about the amount of 
cricket being played by our 
players, particularly one-day 
matches.” 


Maninder 

triggers 

Zimbabwe 

collapse 

INDIA were in line for a 
third successive victory by 
an innings after Zimba¬ 
bwe suffered a dramatic 
collapse in the Test match 
in Delhi yesterday. Follow¬ 
ing on 214 behind, after 
being bawled oat for 322 
in their first innings. Zim¬ 
babwe ended the fourth 
day on 62 for two. 

The touring team, still 
152 away from making 
India bat again, need to 
bat for most of the final 
day today to escape defeat 
in their first overseas Test 
match. 

Needing 337 to save the 
foUow-oa Zimbabwe ap¬ 
peared safe when a stand 
of 192 between the Flower 
brothers, Andy (115) and 
Grant (96), took them to 
275 for three an hour after 
lunch. 

But Maninder Singh, 
the left-arm spinner, re¬ 
moved the pair in seven 
balls, triggering a slump 
in which Zimbabwe lost 
their last seven wickets for 
47 runs. 


SCOKEBaAHD 


INDtA: Fra Innmgs 536 fat 7 dec (V G 
Kam&lt 227, S R retfauttar 62. N S 
Sutwfil, PKAmre 52 not out). 
ZIMBABWE: Rrei tonrgs 

K J Arnett Hr* D Kefd Dsv.0 

GWFtowbwbMankxtar ... . 96 

A D Campba* b Chautian ..32 

D L Houghton bw b Kumtte. 18 

tA Rwwr st Yadov b Maninder .. 115 
GBrertBlYadovbKemble ... . i 

AShahrwout.. 25 

E A Braxtos c Stfiu b Kunbte a 

D H Bran c Kambfi b Marrmder.0 

U Renchod b Chauhan- — 7 

A j Traces nauM .. . .. o 

E'draa(b4, to 10.w1.nbS). 30 

Total-322 

FALL OF WICKETS. 1 -0.2-63, 3-63, 4 
275.5-276.8-276.7-080,8-287,9-318 
BOWUNG- Kapfl Dev 13-4-37-1 (w II. 
Pranhakar 14-4 230 (nb 3): Chauhan 
28 1-4-680; Kunble 43-13-90-3: 
Marindar Singh 33-4-79-3 (nb 2): 
Tendukar 5-1-11-0. 

Second tomnos 

KJ Amort b Maunder . 21 

G W Fkvwr bw b Prabhakar ... . 0 

A D Campbell noi am -. 31 

•0 L Houghton noi oui.1 

Extras (b 4. to 3. w 2) . .. . 

Total (3 wto)-62 

FALL OF WICKETS. 1-2.2-53. 
BOWUNG Kap« Dev 4-1-4-0 (w 3. 
Prabhakar *-3-5-1, Chauftan 7-2-150. 
Kumbte 9-4-23-0 Maninder 4 1 - 7-1 


Trophy to enrich five nations’ tradition 


By David Hands 
RUGBY CORRESPONDENT 

THE five nations’ champion¬ 
ship trophy, completed only in 
Januaiy, has had an impact 
and a history which belie its 
brief existence. Conceived in 
splendour, almost liquidated 
men saved by a spirit reflect¬ 
ing rugby union’s most gener¬ 
ous side, it will be a unique 
addition to the game this 
weekend. 

The acceptance by the five 
natrons' committee of the 
trophy has produced regula¬ 
tions: no more shared champi¬ 
onships (including the five¬ 
way tie of 1973). as there must 
be an outright winner. This 
will be based on match points, 
then points differential, then 
tries scored; such regulations 
must influence the attitudes of 
the playets in Saturday’s de¬ 
riding round of matches, 
France v Wales in Paris and 
Ireland v England in Dublin. 

The trophy was commis¬ 
sioned as the centrepiece of 
the Sporting Glory exhibition 
of trophies at the Victoria and 
Albert Museum in Novem¬ 
ber. but the eariy closure of the 
exhibition left insufficient 
funds to pay for the work. Two 
days later, the silversmiths 
being used went into volun¬ 
tary liquidation. 

However Michael Davies, 
managing director of a com¬ 
pany involved in the exhibi¬ 
tion business, ensured the 
completion of a trophy which 
is inkired for £50,000. Its 15 
panels reflect the number of 
players in a team, its five-sided 
base and capacity of five 
bodies of champagne minor 
the championship, and the 
three handles represent the 
three match officials. It has 
five finials. each depicting the 
motif of the five countries, 
which can be screwed into the 
lid depending upon the victor. 

“I liked the idea of the 
trophy and the stipulation 
[already made by the commit¬ 
tee] that no commercial name 
should be attached to it” 
Davies. 46 and a member of 
Harlequins, said. 

"It’s a wonderful object, a 
very seductive thing. The best 
advice I had was to set up a 
trust so that in i 00 years’ time, 
when everything about sport is 
completely changed, the tro- 



Spirit of change Michael Davies with the cup, which will be kept free of sponsorship 


phy itself can be a symbol, not 
so much of amateurism, but of 
all the things that are good 
about rugby. 

“I didn’t want the cost 
element to impinge at aU. I 
look on it as a patron of the 
arcs might I was in the middle 
of a situation where, if I didn't 
do something, the trophy 
might have fallen into the 


hands of people who would 
not have had the interests of 
rugby at heart If s not a stand 
against commercialism, or for 
amateurism, fait for a sport 
which is enjoyable, exciting 
and sociable." 

Davies diairs the commit¬ 
tee of trustees, alongside Mar¬ 
cel Martin and Bob WeigJiiH, 
chairman and secretary re¬ 


spectively of the five nations’ 
committee. On Saturday, the 
trophy will be in Paris, in 
anticipation of France beating 
Wales and winning the 
championship, though if Eng¬ 
land beat Ireland and make 
up the poins deficit between 
them and France, it will be 
one more upset in the trophy's 
brief, but chequered, career. 


Cup tie : ” 

ALAN Kemagban, tiie Mid--' - 
dlesbrough central defender* ; 
has been retailed by Jack-' 
Charlton to the Republic oT 
Ireland squad for the World ■' 
Cup qualifying match against j* 
Northern Ireland at Lans-;;f 
downe Road on March 31. 

Kemaghan has only recent- / 
fy returned to the Middles- ; ' 
brough side after a groin ; 
injury that kept him out since'^ • 
November. A thigh strain.' 1 
ruled him out of the 2-1 defeat 1 '" 
by Liverpool on Saturday, but. 
Premier League games'/" 
against Blackburn Rovers, on/ 
Saturday. andOldhamAthlet- 
ic the following Monday, will" ■ 
give him the chance to prove; 1 
his fitness. 

Omitted from the squad of' 
22 is Ronnie Whelan, the-' 
Liverpool midfield player. Hej‘ 
is lifariy, however, to be 
called should any of the play- 1 ^ 
ers become injured. : 

Kelly, the Sheffield United^, 
goalkeeper, who made his^' 
debut in the 2-1 victory over 1 " 
Wales in Dublin last month. is' x " 
preferred to Peyton, ■ oP" j 
Everton. as cover to the 
choice goalkeeper, Bonner. 

Sheridan, the Sheffield--. 
Wednesday midfield player, is 
back in the squad for the first / . 
time since a 2-1 victory over-*” 
Hungary in Gyor in Septem¬ 
ber 1991. ,, 

The match is particularly " 
important, with both sidesr-7 
sharing second place, three* • 
points behind Spain, in group-v* 
three. The Republic have a 
match in hand over Northern^ 
Ireland and two matches in, a 
hand over Spain. Chariton'*' 
said: “Northern Ireland did, „ 
well to win 2-1 when L_ i 
watched them play Albania in ^ 
Tirana last month but they/x 
might find us a very different;,. 
proposition when they come to 
Dublin.” 

The Republic boast a 26-1 5 
match unbeaten run at- 
Lansdowne Road since losing : 
there to Wales in 1986. c : - 

RELANO SQUAD: P Bonn* (CeftfcJ, A . 
KntyCSMMdUnited).CMonte(MkHtoB- • .. 
brough). 0 bwfa [Manchester Unried), T ' 
Phelan (Manchester C4y), K Moran (Hack 
bun ftowrej. A Kamaghan (Middies- • 
brough), D Oleary (Arsenal). P McGrath 
(Aston Via), R Houghton (Aston Vila). E " 
McGoklrick (prysla Palace). R Keanu -• 
(NafflnoftarTT rorcaJJ. A Townaond (CM- •>" 
see], S. StioedyMawcasBa Unrad). S ' 
Staunton- (Aston via), A McLoughSn :* 
(Potsmourn). L O’Brien (Newcastle Uni¬ 
ted), N Artm (Manchester Cty), A . - 
Cascarino (Chateea). D Kufly.(Newcastte. . 
United). J SharttoigheflieW Wednesday). 
TCoyrw (Iterenem Ftoyere). 

□ York City arid Bristol 
Rovers yesterday settled their-,- 
dispute over the appointment .' 
of John Ward as the new.-- 
Rovers^manager. The York.;" 
chairman, Douglas Craig,;:.; 
said the dubs had come to an’.' -' 
“amicable” financial agree-’'— 
ment but-that die amount; 
involved, would-remain confi^- 
dentiaL York lfSd slapped a',:. 
High Court injunction oiw ; 
Ward, preventing him start-" • 
ing work at Bristol after agree-' 
ing to move to the West ■ 
Country dub last week. j? 

□ The Worid Cup tie between 
Egypt and Zimbabwe, to be ; 
replayed because of crowd ■■ 
trouble which led to the T ‘. 
Liverpool goalkeeper, Bruce*/T 
Grobbdaar, being struck on 
the head by a lump of con¬ 
crete, will be staged in Lyons__ 
on April 14. 



BASKETBALL 


EUROPEAN CLUBS' CHAMPIONSHIP: 
Quarter-final, second leg. Urnygea (ft) 5S. 

iGi) S3 fter« faueL 1 - 1 : Dfav- 
e* n Lragec lomorrcwj 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION (NBA): Wash- 
opKiBtites 105. Cleveland Craters 101, 
La: Angles L at-en 92. San Araonra Spurs 
37 Cncago Buis 101. Los Anoetes 
Cippara 94. Utah Jazz 109. Dallas Maver- 
'05 Vi. lAarre Heal 103 Denver Nuggets 
100 lOTi: Portland Trail Blazers 110 . New 
Jersey Nets 94 


BOWLS 


SWANSEA. Brtttah Isles men's chamnion- 
sitipst Patna: Final: S Rees and J Price 
ttrafeSf at T and l 3o/w (Eng/ 3 3-8 
Singles: Sorm-lmafci: j Pnce- (Wales) bt D 
Hencr/ 'Start. 21-8. N Boom (Ire) WM King 
(Ergi. 21-17 Tuples: Semi-flnais; England 


(H Gastons G Hamngwn and T Hangen M 
Scotland (S HuWwMn. D Gouriay Jnr and R 
McCutotog. 19-18 tatter eara crrJi, beland 
(R Bartersdy D CorWl and A McMuflar) bl 
V/ales (J Webiey. G WBbams and L WeWeyi. 
18-15 

PERTH: Women's British championship: 
Singles: SemWinab: C luwnwsh tScoil tt 
D HanWn fEno), 21-9; B Morgan /Wales) H 
M V/fcnson (Ire). 21-12 Fatal: Morgan » 


McMosh. 21-11 Pairs: Rnafc W&fcs |A 
Mufbns and R Jones) bt England Vigor 
and T Barton], 30-13 Triples: Final. Ireland 
(M Scon. ADoggan and F Ettioi) tn waes (P 
6nfW»s. J Evam and V Howell). 24-13 
FOurs: Final: Scotland IJ Miller. S McLech. 
A Mefrcse and J Confemi bl England IV 
Wade. K Coles. E Scanxrougfi and 0 
Searfe;.25-iB HomeIntemafitmal etiemp- 
tonsWp series: England 113. Wales 104 
(Rjf* scores England stops 6rto M Pnce 
t7. R Janes 16. G Thomas 12. M ftjrrwoy 
22 B Trarord 28 B tAorgar, 16 : M Steele 
19. J Actoand T2.1 MaNneun 27. A Daman 
12. E Schooling 12. J Dawes 26). 






from a corral to the buD-ring, 


Answers from page 52 
E.NC 1ERRO 

(b) The driving of bulls through the streets of s Spanish town 
“ -rinE, frequently for the specific purpose 
' the bolls. From the 
ing up: “Soon the 
rattled along the lanes in the direction of 
the bafi-ring. They let loose six young balls to chase you." 

TOADO 

id A poison ousjjnffer-ftsh of the family Tetraodontidae, from 
toad-fish * cr. “The common toadGsh or toado has a splotchy 
brown or green coat The silver-cheeked toadfish or giant toado 
attains a metre in length." 

JOMNG 

(a) A name given by American Blacks to a game characterised by 
the exchange of insults, origin unknown: "Signifying... 
language behaviour that makes cured or indirect implications of 
baiting or boasting, toe essence of which is making fun of 
another's appearance, relatives or situation. Variations include 
jotting, playing the dozens." 

PROSOPAGNOSIA 

(b) An inability to recognise a face as that of any particular 
person, from the Greek prosopon Cue. person ♦ agnosia 
ignorance: “There is Stfll to be considered the seeming 
contradiction between the patient’s severe prosopagnosia and his 
better achievement in the perception of Snellen's types, in time 
reading and counting of fingers," 

SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 
White forces checkmate by 1 Nxf7+! Qxf7+ 2 QdS* and mate 
follows. 


BOXING 


CORN EXCHANGE. Cambridge: IMwsr- 
sfiy match: Orfora a Cjmandge. 8 -i 
(Cambridge names rrai: Un3ar-57lig: N 
Shops (Jesus) las to A Mehta (Si Ame'st, 
me la md. Under-GOhg: O Choudhr/ 
(.Clare HaH) lost id J Eddy (kebte) rsc 2 nd 
md Under-6354fcg: S GaWay (CWroni foa 
to S Appa-.-do (Lady Margaret HaH). prs 
Under-eTVg: j Bamucfee (King's) toy to A 
Potts (Si Arne's). pK. UntSer-71kg-. S 
Rrrectal (Gutoni lew ra F OuafHdteerfnrn 
(Queen's), rsc 2nd md Urder-75kg: a &a« 
(Robinson) lost to R Howard (Worcesierj. 
pte. Under-75fcg: J McCutogh i Homan an i 
lost to J BSci ® Anne's), pts Undw-Slhg: 
J Murphy (GKton) ten u J WMtvra (i^hnsi 
Church), sc 1st md Under-31 kn: F 
MaoMman (Homertoni M B Cadcfl (Si 
Edmund Hadj, dm 

CRICKET 


P&m* Tour match: EngUreJ A XI233 /G 
P Thorne 97. C McOonakJ W 6 i and 300-5 
dec (Q D Lloyd 105, Thrape 67. R C ftrsett 
58 rat oui). Western Australia » 192 IM 
Goodwn 59) and 19-1 
AUCKLAND: Thfad Test match 
AUSTRALIA: FrsI Innings 139 (D K 
Momson 6 lor 37) 

Second Inninas 285 ID F Mat rvn 74. A R 
Bratar 71. D CBOan 53. D N Paiei S far 93* 
NEW ZEALAND: Fre! Infers 224 (3 K 
'/Jama 4 ler 81 

Second tnnngs 

JGWnghr run oui.. . . 33 

MJGfWJMtehbHughe?. .. .^ . 29 
A H Jones o Wamo .. — . — ..26 
'MQCrcwacLJnjflrbWteme 25 

K R Rmhariard not our .53 

C Z Hams low b Waugh ... 0 

tT E Ban re CU . _ . . 24 



Thorpe: two half-cenftiries 


E«ras lib 10. nb tj .. 

Tote* (5 wMsi- 

FALL OF WCXETS 1 
129.5-134 

BOWUNG McOeoncff 12-3-3M (nb II; 
Hughes 154-2-54-1. Re-ftei 6-1-194J. 
Warns 27-8-54-2. 3orCW E-2-11-3: V/augh 
6-t-tS-l 

Man at the ma:dr 0 K Wctmccn and K R 
Rutherford (shared) 

FOOTBALL 

NEVBXE OVENDEN COMBWATION: 
R»st cMsion: Lufcn Tear 2. 'p3*nch T atm 
2 CPS i CMard Urasc >> Wes: Ham 
Untied 2. RatamouSi 0 Aconai 1. Toten- 
ham Hotspur 0 

BRAZILIAN LEAGUES: fto de Janeiro: 

Vasco fla Gama 3. Arnica C 

Late resutts on Monday 

FA PRSunSl LEAGUE Ciysa 1 Pa»» 1. 
ChebH i 

PONTiNS CENTRAL LEAGUE: First efivt- 
siocr Leicester C Leeds 0. atote 3. 
Snaiseu: UK 0 Itcas Cc 2 SunScrand 2 
Second rfvtadoru Mangold 0. 'Xcsl 

Bromunsh l 

OtADORA LEAGUE Pmnfcr chvfaon: 
Shwenatse 1. Hayes 2 Second dwston: 

M3)den’,ate2.E3gware 1 Fusio Manor 3. 

Saftm .Vaidan 2 uoaquo Cup: SemMVnt 

SuHon LYd D MerfawE 


GREAT KOLLS LEAGUE Premier dhasion: 
Tonjuav 3. Ptymoutti 0. 

HJrS LOANS LEAGUE' Hns cfiuision: 
Ashfcn 2. Wantegwi i: Wbrtaop *. 
Shepshed 2 Lm^jo Cup: Winsford 3. 
Colwyn Bay 0 

GOLF 

US RYDER CUP STANDINGS: I. T Kite. 

060 000 ports; 2. F Coupes. 7^5500: 3. J 

Cook. GS7.500; 4. D Love. 555000; 5. P 

Azmqer 522.1ST; 6 . L Jaraarc 42B910.7. J 

Gdagher. 417 50ft ft M Q-Muara, 4QG 250 

9. K Cteawater. 404166. ia C Pawn. 

392500. IT. J Suman. 360533: 12 J 

Mamm. 351-250: 13 JSoOeU 324.643; 

14. B Fawa 323.333. 15. D Fwsman. 

312583: IE R Ffayd. 307SDD 17. J Haas, 

303333. IE S Ran. 3801893; 19. C Beck. 

274 167. 20 . P Stewart. 27X393 |Top 10 

cpjaUy plus im Mid cardcj 

US PGA- Money winners pJS unless 

noted), i. T Kite. 3515.781. a F Couptea, 

S36SJ7S. a L daman. S297233; 4 , P 

Aztnger.S28S.738.5, L Mis. 5385.662:6. B 

CWQ (Aus). 5276.679. 7. G Norman. 

5272.625 8 . H Twwy. S2S0.11B; 9. J 
Sndeter. 5246 783 JO. P Ateteewn 
3223.733. II. P Starred 5221^65: 12 J 

Uagger,. 5217.788. 11D Lave. 5814 174; 

14 k Oeawder. 5584.053: 15, R Fenr. 
SI67,197. 16 , R Gamez. * 159 , 05 », 17, BR 

9own. 515X629: IE G TMges. 5151,167: 

19. M McCtfnber. 20, 0 

Rummek. S140J03 


ICE HOCKEY 


NATIONAL LEAGUE (NHL): Los Angelas 
Kings 4. Buffalo Sabres 2; Boston Brutes 2 
I'&’w YarH Hangsra 1 . Ouetrec Norttc^ies *. 
Toronto Mattie Leals 2 


RACKETS 


QUESTS CLUB, London: Lacttate British 
amateur doubtea championship: Semf- 
Crub: J FYerm and J Lisle tt J and A 
Spurting, 16-11.154.11-15, 15-5,15-9. W 
Boone and T Codoolt bt S Dawes and M 
HwWiaama. 15-13,153. 15-10 l 154 


REAL TENNIS 


ORATORY SCHOOL; FMd Trophy n*l- 
tonal teter-ckA cftamptawti^c That 
Peteorih House beat Seaoourt 50 

fftetwwtfi names 6rst N Pendrigh »l Snal. 

6 - 1 .56.6-3: A Page bt N Dam. M, 51: 
M Oivsdaie bl P Weaver, 8-2. (HE D Btaztar 

and D Red 01A Rre and M Btedda. 53.5- 

6. 6-4, M Paatons and C Fuenta a J 

Dawes and A Bkrese, 6 - 4 . 1 - 6 ,5S) 


RUGBY UNION 


CLUB MATCHES: Piymortr 3& Cnsw- 
sha/s XV 76. Cenorted: Samotgan 
Wanderers v Newbrtdge. 




FOOTBALL 

7 3D JW-.-. 


Group A 

v CSKA Marcw 

Rangers v Singes..._ 

Group 8 

AC Milan v ?^rtc. 

IrK Gotfwilxrg t r'S 1 . 1 zrttersen . 

FA Cup 

Sixth-round replay 
Shield Wed .Derby 

? AS) .. 

Premier League 

Nottm Forest v ficyerih . 

Barclays League 
First division 

Luton v Swnden i7 i£| .. 

Second division 

HudtfersSeW / Presxxt . 

BEAZEH HOMES LEAGUE: Prewar dl- 

vlaen: Cjr£r.^e Z-'j < •:my -,ash. 


HFS LOANS LEAGUE: Premier tflimkm: 
Fteemood v Button: Wtatort v Choriay 
Fhst division cup: Lancaster Oty v Fanley 
Cette 

BASS IRISH CUP: QuanerJnal raptoy: 

DotiBery v Ards (530). 

FAJ HARP LASER CUP; Second round, 
second replay: Lmenckv Home Farm 
KONKjA LEAGUE OF WALES: Ater- 
oaxnu v Lianefli. Aoayswyrh v Broan 
h emir EM** vata * Cmintz Ham tons- 
wP9i v Afan Ldo. Wer Cant# v Macs/eg 
Pa*. Mold v Ponnmadog 
PONTONS CENTRAL LEAGUE F«t <5 
vtsktt Sachbum v rtotB County (70): 
Etattm vBansfay (7 0): NewtoWU**» ASton 
VJta 17.01. Seem tSvrtorc Eurrtiw v 
OWlflro f7.15t Gnmsby v Seurthoipe (7 Qj. 
WdOwbraugn u BodfaRl(7.C5. Pen v» v 
Preston (7®. wgan v Huddwsflwd (70) 
Postponed: EWripoal» OaOy 
NEVKL£ OVENDEN COM6WATK3N; 
Rfsj (Mriait Stimuli v Swndon Town 
17 IS. Chariton AMetfc v Wmbtedon; 
Norwich Coy v H 0 wbS. Sourtoropton u 
Oystal pataoa Second tflrtaton: Bremi 
Rcrrem v Swansea i3ty. VeovS Town v 
Cart# Ob ft 45) 

DIAD0RA LEAGUE CUP: SemMnafc 
Mddowv Sutton Uneod. 

NORTHBW COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE. 
Premier dhitoion; SpertnyiTtaor •< A$MWd 


Surrey^ 


FA YOUTH CUP: FWi round: Sheffield 
Unced v Luda 

RUGEY UNION 

Representative match 

'v Combined London Old Boys 
(at Esher RFC, 7.30).. 

Club matches 

Coventry v Nuneaton (7. is?..—. 

CANCejm Neweort v Ettw VWa 
UAU Championship . 

Final 

Bristol v Loughborough 

(at TwicicenHam, 3.(8... 

RUGBY LEAGUE 
Stones ESttercftampionship * 
First division 

Bradford v Wigan (730)........... 

Widnes y Leeds (7.30)..—.. 

OTHSI SPORT 

BADMINTON: YBnss AI-BiglaRd champ. 
onehpfWornbtey). 

BOWLS; a**h Mte oml ndn 
champfarah^s (Swansea); Bntish isles 
wnen's indoerchBinpianBhfB (Petsi). 


SNOOKER 


BANGKOK Aden Open (England unless 
stated): Fourth round: A McManus (Seal) 

bl A Knowles, 54. FtouUi round: P Dames 

(Watas) bl S A*. 50, S Lae bt J Cropbal 

JAusl, 51: D Harold btD O'Kane pCL 52, 
F O’Brien fra) Bt S Davis. 5-*r S Hendry 
Scot) bt J Wootfnan, S-l; J Fobason bt D 

Taykx (N 1 trek 5-4; D Morgan (Wales) bt N 

Dyson, 54; P Tanner tt MJohnston-Alen. 


SQUASH 


__ LEAGUE: First efristom: 

... Club i. Lambs Ctub 3 (Radrts 

names toaQ: □ Webb tost to CW&ger. 59. 

M. SW. P Jonnson tt R Bytes. 9-2 53.9-1; 

R Graham fastlo S Pari®. 3-8. 5S. 0-9: J 
Perry tost to P Gragonr. ifl, 59. i^. w 
V 8 aga Manchester 4, Couuhop Suruon 0 
(yttape names first): PLndttNPivMand. 

9-3.53.10-8: □ Campion tt A Couch. 9-3, 

9-3,7-8. 9-Z J Lfltoy bcC Barton. 58. IM, 

51,96: N Taylor ttCJohnsttsi. 8-0,50,9- 
2 

TENNIS ~ 


FLOftDA:<me miaio nalto u iTiamantHen: 

Sacond round: J Courier (US) bt B Buck 

ram). 52 6-2. S Edbetg fSwa) tt L Lnale 

(Mex). 64. 6-3: M Woocflorde (Ausl tt C 

Mazjfltti (SwszL 51, 6-3. A CTBsnotov 
(Russ) tt H Holm (Sm). 1 - 6 . 51. 53; N 
Kuto ]&«) tt D Engel (SvreJ. 7-5. 54; K 

Thoms (US) tt W Ferrasa (SM. 51.51. M 
Rossai Pwttfl M O DetaBre (w), 6 - 4 , 6 - 4 : S 
Cortes p*) b) M LaraaontSwei. 7-a 52 
JFrana(AigJttJ0ncre (01.57.52.7-$ 
MOTK»USka(5A) tt M Cheng fUS), 7-5.51. 
J Stotenbwn (Aus) tt E Sdrahes ISp). 57, 
6 - 4 , e-a. R Kfttocak ftidQ'bt B Karowier' 

(Gar), 7-5.53; P HaarhUs (Hoffl tt A 

VoOiov CRurks), 46, 52 53, Pffarta(Gr 
fort btG Stafloid (SA), 54, 51; M SKh 

iGen -bt'R Gffaart (Frf, 4-8. 53, - 54 : M 

WeBfWWDn(USJ«RFlrtn(H), 4-6.51,5 

1; P Hasitwte (HIA bt A ifaHov Qtoss), 4 - 6 , 

53, W. AMedwJW(lJW ttRLaatdi (US. 
«. 51,51; M Pemlois Bwal bl J SanehM 
(SW, 1-5 7-6, 7-5: F Santoro (Ft) tt 0 
Nainwn (SA). 6-3.53; S Cortes (Chte) b{ M 
Lareson (Sw^, 7-6.52; J Hteask tt 
M Naeirta ifler). 6-3,7-6, R Kifcrfinan On) t* 
B.Stewn (NZJ, 54.1-0. rat - . 

Worbarr Third round: S Gref (Gcr) bt N 

rirtOdt (USL5 1 .5ft M Oremans (Hofl bt A 

HkMrfiA. M 5-7, &£ Q Sobglki «gi 
tt 0 Van JenBtajg (SAL 52. 74. H 
Garwon (US tt JOuie IQB), 51.55.50;. 
N ItauflBt fA W e Fernandez pja. 51. ^ 
4.- k Date yapen) w Raubahowiicy. s-r, 
5t, 51; A Sdnchez Vfcario (Seri tt.A 

Grawiian WS). 50. M. S Jtan£r^«i tt. 

L^Swa ianto -^W^r 

XNZ«rewi(Befartjajticoa®fiamfUa, 5 
3.6-1. L Mestoii (Guags) W H K«as (Can). 


VAUXHALL INDOOR TROPHY: Men* 



stmz 

CASABLANCA. Morocco: Men's loiena-| 
mennnret round: H De to Pena (Art) tt Q 
FYp c (Create ) .7 - 6 ,6-3; A Ba^eqU Spl 
^ 53. BViCirisfBefl 
tt R Azsr (Aig). 53,2-8,51. 

HANDBALL 

WORL D QriAtfftONSHlP: Man's second 
«9K In Stoakhotm: Russia bt Hktogary. 
2952; Germany tt loMand 23-16: Sweden 
WDarnarh. 23-20 teHaterstad; SwCzw- 
ten d ttEgyff , 2523: Spain tt Romania 25 
S 9cho6,avaWa . 26-16 In 
“““SJfar Ptaonas i31fl}. Austria bl 
-JSo 5 - 31-1®. Norway bt South 
Korea 3528. 


THE TIMES 


racing 

CbmnMntary 

Call 0891 500 123 

Results 

Call 0891 100123 


CRICKET 

Reports from England's 
tour of Sri Lanka 

Call 0839 555 51< 


FOOTBAT.r 

WWW from the 
and Barclays Liagae •. 

Call 0839 555 562 


fcv 
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* Travado triun 


RACING 49 


ByAianEee 

THERE is no such thing as a derM 
certainty at Cheltenham, even have ■ 
one which starts odds-on m a As * 
field of eight SybiHin, widely ntred 

regarded as the banker of the flishn 

festival, trailed in a poor third emc d 
J* * e Waterford took 

W0n runrri; 
by the Nicky Henderson- the la 
tramed Travado. lengft 

Jnnmy Fitzgerald, trainer of it w 
SybiJHn, previously unbeaten Richa 
over fences, was glum but not dual 
facdy apprised “f blood- son t 
tested aB my Cheltenham, make 
runnera yesterday, and i dedsit 
wasnY happy with the results.’* wrong 
he revealed "It was not bad Man, 
enough not to run but he has ride tc 
obviously got a touch of some- had 

thing on him" Drear 

News of the worrying tests race, t 
were not made public prior to his rej 
the race, nor did they filter happy 
through to the betting ring, jockey 
where SybiHin remained 5-4 Har 
on. He played up at die start, a after 

regular trait, but his jockey, Mont* 
Mark Dwyer, reported that be race a 
was never going welL "Which yeartc 
way is it to Yorkshire? asked larstyl 
Fitzgerald gloomily. . recepti 

Henderson, meanwhile,. demoi 
was explaining why he had field fi 
never believed that this two- Supra 
SOe novices’ championship Men 
was a match between Sybiflin horse i 
and Wonder Man. "On the and 1 
form book we had a pretty checke 
good chance of beating Won- stables 


triumphs over costly Sybillin 


IAN STEWART 


der Man." he said. “We had to 
have a go," • . 

.As Syblliin's Challenge ex¬ 
pired between the last two 
flights, the race turned into an 
epic duel up the hat Travado 
took it up from the .front- 
tunning Wonder Man after 
the last and held hiro by a 
length. 

It was a mortifying result for 
Rtohard Dun woody, whose' 
dual retainers with Header- 
son and David Nicholson 
make for a life fou of delicate 
decisions. This time he got it 
wrong in opting for Wonder 
Man. giving a winning spare 
nde to Jamie Osborne. As he 
had already fallen from 
Dreamers Delight in the first 
race, the winner of which was 
his regular ride, it was not a 
happy start for the leading 
jockey. 

Happiness was being Irish 
after that opening event 
Montelado, who won the final 
race at last year’s festival, this 
year took the first in spectacu¬ 
lar style, earning a tumultuous 
reception for his 12-length 
demolition of a competitive - 
field for the T rafalg ar House 
Supreme Novices' Hurdle. 

Montelado ..was. the first 
horse to arrive for die festival, 
and by. several days. He 
checked in to the racecourse 
stables five days ago, an evi- 





Yellow Spring to 
produce surprise 


Travado tracking Wonder Man over the last fence on his way to Cheltenham gkny yesterday 


THUNDERER 
2.15 Lord Relic. 

2.50 Young Hustler. 
330 Abnegation. 

4.05 Katabatic. 


RICHARD EVANS. 

2.15 TraingkJt. 

2J50 Barton Bank. 

3.30 Yellow Spring (nextbest). 
4.05 Katabatic. 


4.40 CHANNELS GATE (nap). 4.40 Cbxton Greene. 

5.15 Emsee-H. 5.15 BELSYONE FOX (nap), 

5.50 Heist 5.50 Aalan. ... 

Times Private Hand (capper's top rating: 4.05 KATABATIC. 


GOING: GOOD TO FIRM 


2.15 SUN ALLIANCE NOVICES HURDLE 

(Grade I: £30,135:2m 51) (19 nmners) 


101 111311 ATONE 18(S) [RStactt] JCKM-6-11-7:_-_ 

102 40-1132 BALLY CLOVER 19 (U.OS) (Hn £ tobafc) N HnttrMB 6-11-7_ 

103 2411PP BEA1AHAIP EXPfESS 36 (DJ>) (EFbbsm) OStteiwttl 611-7_ 

ID4 BO BBDfEUJ 39 (G Hufitwd) F 5-11-7_ 

105 231141 BELVEDEWAH 25 (DJS){A CiWOfl B Marls (to) 6-11-7- 

10G 5-13111 BUCK6CHDEE 24 (ftS) (T MAts) P Mute (Is) 5-11-7-- 

107 1442 CAPTAOI MY CAPTAIN 47 (G) 8*8 A Bntol) R Brotalcri b-11 1 _ 

m 4-PI344 CARMUL m> f Us F toyn 6TV_ 

109 1211P2 GMBmME afl^S) g HCntw^ATawfl 611-7:.-.,:-__ ... 

110 IS HEBROEAN 34 (0,8) (P DealTS KUutSOl 6-11-7___ 

111 124534 HU.WAUC16 (S) [U Stare) FtCorth 7-U-7___—i___i. 


112 P-13211 HURUY9 


Y9(F.QU Hwrni) J Huno 611-7_— 

113 ' 111 LORD RBJC74 QXS) fiteH CMri *1 P»t 7-11-7w. J. —P Setetonon 431 

114 111133 MMnnil 1MJW25 (ftflFJ-S p MtgN) D Mrfnkop 7-11-7-,__ 8 McCcmt 85 

115 5I-03Z2 PBSTORUS13 (BFSXfBXattfbDM Ftps 5-11-7.—;---— U fear 81 

116 M1111 -TRAMBLOT £1 (ftS) (Many— i> Iteiltali .tariy fiflpwB 611-7-^—»DWt # 

117 115222 SAEL5TK0M 39 (C,(LS) (tes R 7*tal0D-O»rfr* 6-11-2.— w - CUvMt/B 85 

118 50-P323 HAHT0MCKS3 (SHRSwJKtor*11-2-JWm «0 

119 451PPB BEUTHAaKT35(S)()fc«LS«M«»telSttie(4-W-12_—P Hwn 77 

BETTING: 2-1 lonl Mc.5-1 Takda, 8-1 Bateffioka, 10-1 BaWdra* Atonal 4-1 firiUmiMfriRM. 
Gnnrtur. i61 NwY«rT(teIrt.fl>-1ri*B.. -. V ' 

1882: THETHHD FOREST 61WR Oim« ff-1) D Mchoteon 27. rai 


_CSMB 37 

__ JKnrtB# ST 

_JOtaxma 83 

- Blfcrpfcy - 

LCanek 86 

_ AftUkB -98' 

_ OknOv 56 

Britten 58 

_1 Lfcnw 88 

-. "ROeawoody 98 

_ 0 Monk. 84- 

8&aday 76 
-.PScndmoB-fS 
_ 0 McComt 85 
__ttfcsor 61 . 

_ MD»JW-W'.-| 

_CLAwtaftfl 85 I 

LJj. Jnan 80 


ONE beri Than* And SoU 3Ho Sfliwr ItaB 
n. afll BbW (Udo. BaVEDBWN OalPite- 
s Cassia 1M Id tt^unar Gnm PpA (3m. 
0 hunfla. BUOS-CrtBCE oaa flayraWB 8 «j 
sva graft H WH ftodee HdrDs Sotos Fhal 
te Imfls to Pundiastoip ^1.2, snfl). 
OnME il am to TO B wmf SquO In 
BPM_(2nv pato to Mja jmta . hrtto 
0F&D Osm Ml HBhRDEAN beto Utah 
Hud* 13 m 7-mrar ttnfegdcn £2m aw 
m hMtoa LORD R&JC tato GAaSTHW 


form rocus ; . ; 

navNBB i (same tom^ Wl'h 7-flaw 


(same tarns) TOTh 7-mw ode l Cbtotaa 

NOW Y«)RTW&/ta9 tamnUheHtoj Mre 
61 h SflmrMtoEe ffln 4C- flood la 
nortca hanAap hide. TTOUNOLCTT om Re^d^ 
Me4l In 4-fln».Wwfek(2m 41. oooAnwta 
todtA Mto Dot Swto Duta-fl ij ^fltoi* 
g«b I Ttoi JRAptoltondfew ttadto to^Momi 
t«; good Id *A) «ffli BE W HABUAT ptototf 


: LORD RBJC 


.50 SUN AUJANCE CHASE ■ ' ' 

ade I: £41.840:3m It) (9 runners). 

144121 CHL0ME Z7 fcS) {WssJ Sempis) 7 GJRtrt 7-11-4— 

F11P21 ASIfOLD COPSE ISfiS) (Mb P L«W 6 ttonwod 7 -11-4^ 
1-111F1 BARTON BANK 21 (CAS) (Mb J Mntotf) 0 lirtnfc* 7^1-4 r 

301111 CAPABUTY BROWN 35 O U Pip* 8-1T-4 - 

311112 MKYNSBCY35(BF,3) (A Fatal) H TMstahOwte1114 _. 

442B24 ITS A CRACXBI31 ®0 8*01 J Benf W1-*—,-i 

00-F312 R1IVAIBCTIN019 <F.&) (D -IgM) -16tBnta 8-11-4 
D-42211 Sl^fflCR F98SH 42 (OS) (frJWd UtQMsJFNumJ^M- 


_ Plttto 73 

-HPentot 73 

_I.. RDumodif 90 

_- A ItaB*? 36 

_CUMI)n 03 

_ Mriany.n 

NWtancao 60 
_MPtonan 82 


vSa ssSuHNiRn -■« 

IW& 7-4 Ymn HwSar. 5-2 8am B«*. 5-1 CubBr Bnwn.8 -1 Astotod Copn.12-1 MyB Bdjp. 14-1 
ns FlnUi 33-1 Annio CttoOne, ito Watoen, 65-1 b A Umtar. 


198£ UDNHBUM 9-11-4 P ScoNfflOT (7-2 Bi| M Rp* 18® 

FORM FOCUS 


FOLD COPSE beta RU VAIBOBW OWN 
ij 5) In frflimi tenptoo'Om. mwfl «*» 
B. BARTON BWK baN MmwCW < 


L unn ivn wiim w— ,-- 

K8 n 3-nawf WnU ghr Zjmnmia 
i EMtoMWUNSffeiunM»«a 
1 h 4-nma dokim dase •»■?,£» all® 
WUTY BTOWN beat DAKYNS BOT (7B bto- 
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dentiy successful efiout to over-: 
come traveling proUems be 
has had in the past 
Riddeh whh striking confi¬ 
dence by the Irisfo champion, 
CharileSwan. who later com¬ 
pleted a doable on Fissure 
Seal: Montelado swept 


through on the home turn to 
swamp Boro Eight, who had 
led horn the start. 

Once the dozens of wildly 
celebrating Irishmen had 
been detached from him. a 
flushed trainer, Rat Flynn, 
brushed off the smart suit, in 
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4.40 123rd YEAR OF THE NATIONAL HUNT CHASE CHALLEN&E CUP 

(Amateurs: £15,140:4m) (13 runners) 


501 112323 GHAMBS GATE 35 ( 6 ^) (Catttaa Racng ftatoarartp) J Eduds 842-7... P Fetocn 73 

502 133311 OAXIDM BRSNE15 FAN (toa M BtagRM) II Pga 9-12-7_ M Armyage 91 

503 342141 ROCKETLAUNQd 11 (F,S) (WO^onm) D EtoKrti 7-12-7_MBAs 77 

5M 641812 TIE REAL UMKE Z7 (S) (B 5 T Magby Synfctac) J Bmy (la) 8-12-7 . G P Migby 92 

585- 111314 TRAVHlflffi WRONG 5 (&1fl C rtwfl D UrtetSOD 7-1t7-J Mon 98 

SOB E3421 BRfffCASE 11 (Mbs 6 Itapbj) A Moon (I?) 7-124_P&tato) 75 

507 2U2331 G0U)CAP37(8)(GMadna)PHatoisfr-124_!- GLmMS 

508 312060 IBRASXA 24(0 DcraganlE5togv(ti) 7-124_0 Donegal 83 

500 530U0C. U5HBIS SUMI 2 S (B) (R Bortrt J «taan 7-124_N Wfcon 88 

510 31P443 BUYS 8 TAR 27 (BJFASHMsJUoi*t N TMs&ivDtoia 6 - 12-2 -TJonta 86 

511 8UF233 CAfWQQTOVADW 47GAB D )8 Snort 7-12-0_—-A Itactn 73 

512 DEBIT - STMT ACHXT14 (BF) (SWtaaa) N Heedecai 7-12-0._ CV«oc 81 

513 3338F4 MSS SHAW30 (IBsR Jdtbs) E0>»Kn7-ll-8._-M VMng 65 
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5ji5 4ad YEAR OF THE WLDMAY OF FLETE CHALLENGE CUP 

(Handicap chase: £25,498:2m 4f 11 Oyd) (12 nimers) 
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5.50 GUINNESS FETWAL BUMPER 

(N^inal Hunt flat race: £12.720:2m 110yd) (24 nmners) 


l 111 ASLAN 102 ( 5 ) UDU4 Amy Ffesantf 5-11-13-MO»r>w - 

Z 113 EAGLE ROCK 77 |S) (P KiniaBa) Ltoxog (ha) 611-11-MrDUanaw - 
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5 1 UVISEACTION48(G)(BSfcwrt-Bwwn)0Samod611-10-Jteban* - 
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12 - 2 SOUTHOLT18(E Htoted) F Majrtj 611-5-AMaptov - 

13 2 TANSTS DBJGHT 2S(Vta U Hajran) 0 Qjwati 5-11-5-PHotey - 

14 021 ESSaAR7(StaslItofltasagLJd)MP!pB6ii-5-D Rttmwl @ - 

15 411 NQfnHBWRA«TY20(G)P*si«Tajter)Jrttawi*-11-5-WFry(7) - 
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18 1 OVERLORD43(S) IDDw)WMtor611-2-MrJftrtan - 
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Whispering Steel is absentee 


GORDON Richards, the 
Greystoke trainer, has derided 
against running his promis¬ 
ing novice chaser Whispering 
Steel in the Sun Alliance 
Chase at -Cheltenham this 
afternoon. 

With the ground remaining 
fast, Richards was not pre¬ 
pared to ride the seven-year- 

old against Young Hustler, 
trained by Nigel Twiston- 


Davies, and David Nichol¬ 
son’s Barton Bank. . 

“The horse is fine, - the 
ground is simply not suitable," 
a stable spokeswoman said. 
"It has not been decided 
where he will run inst ea d, ft 
will depend on the going.7 

The withdrawal of Whisper¬ 
ing Steel leaves a field of nine 
to contest the winner's prize of 
over £41,000. 


which he looked distinctly 
uncomfortable, and related 
hisprivate fairy story. 

Flynn began training ten 
years ago with one horse, 
which he had to hide from his 
disapproving father. He now' 
has more than 40 in the yard 
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Cheltenham 

Goins: good in fcm 

2.15 tan TlOyd hde) 1. MONTHADO (C 
Swan, 61): Z Lemon’s Mi (P Scudamore, 
161); a Satin Lover (G McCoun. 61). 
ALSO RAN: 7-2 lav Boro Ertt («ht. 13-2 
FncMey (EM, 10 Gtaic Myth ftth). 16 
Dreamers OcwhiR}. Leotad. 25 Comn Hat 
50 WtoOs OMfo». A^yoak 66 Aknanzora. 
200 Tory's Defatt (pu). Maesnoso. Cyp¬ 
rus. 15 ran. 12, 2W. aw, 2L 1L P Rym m 
Ireland. Tote: £5.70. O.BO, £280. ft50. 
DP: £3080. Tno: £ 3780 CSF: £4586 
TricasL £19482. 

250 (2m ch) 1. TRAVADO (J Osborne. 
61). a Wonder Man (R Dumroody. 7-2). 3, 
SybUn (M Dwyer. 4-5 lav). ALSO RAN: 20 
Gtfsvtaa Express (I). WmrteThe VWteh (5th). 
25 Attaoi eeVefcart Boy («h). lOOTha 
Stater <T) B ran. ii. 201. a. 3). m n 
H enderson a Lanboum. Tala: £480. 
Cl 80. Cl 50, £180 OF: £1180. CSF. 
E2080. 

3S0 SMURFTT CHAMPION HURDLE 
CHALLENGE TROPHY (Grade I- £84.734: 
»n 110 yd) 


GRANVILLE AGAM ch a Deep Rin - Hi^i 
Board [E Scanh) 7-12-0 P Scudamore 
(162) 1. 
Royal Dotal b a Denybn-Royal Bmday (M 
Tabor) 6168 M Perns (5611 Z 

Halcopous b g BekJafe Butter - Satamtoa 
(A Chnstcdoteou) 7-12-0 A Maguoe p-lj 3. 
ALSO RAN: 7-2 lav Flown. 9 Vintage Crop 
(ettij, Oou&on, 10 Oh So Risky (Sthl. 14 
Rutag (pul. 16 Kntaantaa. Vartnec 20 King 
Credo pun). Worley Street, Suwich Rand. 
2S Jrscy Jack, puke Of Monmouth, SO Ete<- 
ey Dove, Ej^d, 200 Alhy SolrtL 18 ran. U. 
2M. 3L a hd. M Pipe a WStanton. Tote: 
£710. £380. £1780. £3.10. DR £53580 
Tito: £13320. CSF: £23507. Titoan: 
£2,64078. 


♦85 (3m If cM 1, QWUS A BUCK (P Ho»- 
ey, 11-2); Z Country Member fL Harvey. 
5-4 lav): 3. Boracava (A 161) 

AL90 RAN: SSUmipCup (pu), lOCawtes 
Ckwi fu). Cache Fleur (4th). 12 Sheen 
Wtod (arj. 7 ran Sh hd, nk. 21, test D 
EtoMrti at Vlftittsbunr. Tote' £0.30: £280, 
£150. DF E570. CSF- £1£10. Alter a 
GtewardS'enquiry, resut saxxl 


4.40 Ore It ch) 1. STRONG BEAU (T 
Jenta. 61); Z Merano (S Sum. i1-2); 3. 
The Commatae (P Grtetai, 61). ALSO 
RAN: 61 lav Estto Ness (50i), 162 
Atazmoa (A, 7 Many Master ( 601 ). B 
Cythere. 10 foigh! 04, 1* Roc Da Pmce 


(ml. Re-Ratease (4th). 33 Vutgan warrior. 
68 Latamore. 12ren. 2MI, 12L 121. U nk. D 
Ntotaokm at Tenpta Quttig. Tote: £590, 
£1.70, £280. £350 DF £20 70. Trta' 
£10850 CSF: £3850. Tncata: £271.37. 
615 (3m 21 htS^ 1. Ftaairt Seat (C Saran. 
161 ); Z Jakand (1611; 3. Sendei 1161 ). 4. 
Aercw Una (1061). Cabochon 4-1 lev. 22 
ran Nft Top Javan. 2ML 3L H De Brom- 
hoad in featond. Tale: £380; £2.00. £250. 
£296 £2026 DF £6450. Trc: £140 46 
CSF: £166.71. Tricast £182411. 

Jackpot Nat won. Root at £2694682 
carried forward to today. 

Ptacepot £127.70. 


Sedgefield 

Ootng: good ® tvm 

2.05 (3rn 31110yd hde) 1. Stated Case 6 
wyer. 11-« tev): 2. One For The Over I2&-1». 
6CapretnAhab(61) T2ran.lML 12LMH 
Easlaw Tote- £250; £150. £430. £150. 
DF; £59 €0. CSF' £50.72. TncaS: £364 51 
No bid 

285 (2m 51 110yd hde) 1. Attedste (T 
Fteed. i-16tBv];2 Russian Cestle(i*-i).a 
Kwacha (33-IV 4 ran. 201. 2MI. L Lungo. 
Tote: £1.10. DF £1 80. CSF £1.68 
MO |2m 11 ch) 1. Bouzdarofl {D %me. 7-i 
tor). 2. Tgws Pet 0-4); 3. SNcr Haa (61L 
5 ran. 3K-I. 31. Jmm Fazoerald. Tote: 
£2 1ft £126 £150. DF: £250 CSF. £S79 
350 (3m 31 cftL1. Smtaht PBot P H Brown, 
62): 2. Unde fegjjy (61); 3. Lacidar (i 1-4 
tavj 9ran hRKngtn01 Hcnour. 10.21 D 
Ford. Tote £450. & 16 £1.90. £150. W=' 


5 ran. 3MI. 31. Jn»w Fazoerald. Tote: 
£2 1ft £126 £180. DF: £250 CSF.ffi.79 
350 0m 31 eft) 1. Swta« PBot (R H Brown. 
62): 2. Unde feggy (61); 3. Laddar (i 1-4 
lav) 9ran hRKngm01 Hcnour. 10.21 D 
Ford Tote £450. & 16 £1.90. £150. DF- 
£1120. CSF'£1830 

450 dm 51 chl 1. Yoricatere Ho«y lA Cr>- 
ney, 6-4): 2. Moton Bt* (14-1); 6 Jo»y 
Rooar [115 fav) 7 ran. NR: Ctare Coas? 3L 
4i R Vfeod. Tale: £150. £110. £350. OF- 
£8.60 CSF: £1744 

580 (2m 11 110yd hdlel 1. Doradua (F 
Leafty. 7-2): Z SauUna water (2-1 law: 3. 
Davara (33-1). 7 ran NR Cheeky Pot 1 ML 
4L Jmmr RngerrJd. Tore. £43). £120. 
£160 DF Stq CSF. £1128 Tncasr. 
£18389 

Plaoapoc £33.46 


Lingfield Park 

aoing: sandaid 

125 (1m) 1. Saahr (KRiOer. frlj-. 2. Dering 
Paa (162); 6 ErBong (61). No Srtarasskjn 
11-10 tor. 9 ran. 1SI. ShlttC Weedon 
Tote £8.70; £286 £2-06 £1.16 OF. 
£12.16 CSF: £4257. 

155 (imj 1, Mads Rawer y .Vera. 62): 
z PtsciowArtl^l):?. ftamasabte Jones 
(8-5 lav). 0 ran. Nk, nk R O-SdRvaa Tore: 
£480. £186 £250. £1«. DF £2830 
CSF, 42859. 

2^6 (1m 2fl 1. Storm Free (J Weaver, 61): 
Z Set The Fashion (4-5 tav); 3. S*T»n E3a 
(161). a rai Hd. 13. L Cottrell T«e £7 Oft 
tlBD. £1.1ft £150. DF. £300. CSF. 
£1137 

255 (71) 1. Parsten flotater (T Oum. 61): 
2, UaiVs Cbb (61). 3. Green's For (l 1-5 
tav). 5 ran. 11. tel. S Do*. Tow £3 S3. £150. 
EL40 DF £7.46 CSF: El 7.65 
625 (ffl 1, Spender (N Adans. 62 torj: 2. 
total VWeo (7-1)13. Zinbaq (161). 9 ran 
1ML 1ML P torts. TOtt: £320; 026 
£2.00, £250 DF: £780 CSF: £19 74. 
Tricasr E21553. 

355 tun 2Q 1. Camden'# Ransom (B 
Doyte. 7-2); Z Baterwiter (3-1 tavj. 3 
PrerTter Donee (14-1). 14 ran. s. nk. D 
Etawrlft. Tote: £4.10: £1.70. £226 £553 
DF: £1230. CSF: £1455 Tritatt E120 45 
45511m 41) 1,La Raine Rouge (F Norton, 

ia-1); a Suafs Legacy®- 4 tew: 3. Snoar 
Lad (7-21. 8 ran!Xa Mrs A Wbaht Tote 
£13.10; £150. E1.10. £1.30. DR £1000 
CSF. £27.43. Trtaast £8242- 
Ptaoapofe£295a 


□ Saahl bought as a yearling 
by: Hamdan At-Maktoum for 
$625,000 and sent to Dermot 
Weki, won the lowly Ton- 
bridge Claiming Stakes at 
lingfield yesterday. Saahi is 
now trained by Chiddingfbld 
handin' Colin Weedon, who 
paid 6.000 guineas for him. 


but Montelado could be the 
best Owned by Ollie Hannon, 
a chicken farmer from Ros¬ 
common. he is quoted at JO-1 
for the ] 994 Champion 
Hurdle. 
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CHELTENHAM 

BBC1 

2.15: "Hie fast ground may 
not suit Lord Relic whose 
impressive victories have 
been achieved on soft going. 
The same doubts apply to 
Hebridean, a runaway win¬ 
ner a! Huntingdon last time. 
Trainglot looks the value 
alternative, Jimmy Fitzger¬ 
ald having opted for this 
rather than the Coral Cup. 
where his 1990 Cesarcwitch 
winner was nicely handi¬ 
capped. Atone looks best of 
the Irish but is unproven on 
this surface. 

2-5 Ch Barton Bank gained a 
comfortable victory over 
Young Hustler at Chelten¬ 
ham in December, a month 
after easily beating him and 
Superior Finish 1 at Worces¬ 
ter. Young Hustler has im¬ 
proved greatly since then, 
winning five races. But Bar¬ 
ton Bank can come out on 
top again, provided he does 
not pay die penalty’ for his 
flat style of jumping. 

330: The lightly-raced 
Yellow Spring can pull off a 
surprise victoiy. Cardie 
Grissell's eight-year-old ran 
his best races last season on 
fast ground so today's condi¬ 
tions will suit and a recent 



TODAY’S RACES 

ON TELEVISION 


win at Kempton confirmed 
his well-being. Abnegation, 
reunited with Dedan Mur¬ 
phy and a course and dis¬ 
tance winner, is another to 
consider along with Sand- 
own gamble Olympian. 

BBC2 

4.05: Although there are 
doubts about both Katabatic 
and Waterloo Bay. it is 
difficult to fancy any of the 
others. Until recently. Kata¬ 
batic had not been pleasing 
Andy Turn ell but last week 
he began to show'some of his 
old sparkle. At his best he 
has the beating of Waterloo 
Boy, who wiD run his usual 
bold race but may again 
have to be satisfied with a 
minor placing. 


Richard Evans 


HUNTINGDON 


3.45 GREATPAXTON NOVICES HURDLE 
(£1,480:2m 5f 110yd) (8) 


THUNDERER 

2.10 Armaia. 2.40 Aibemine. 3.10 Ronans Birthday. 


3.45 Veleda II. 4.15 Antonin. 4.45 Greenwich Bambi. 


GOING: GOOD TO FIRM 


1 3130 BKRAHOSE48(BF,S)JJ»|*611-4_DSkynne 

2 504 BUCKSHOT 9 C w'uanc 611-2_T Ken 

3 003 LAFOHTAINBLEMJ21 D&tom 5-11-2_UrAMnrt 

4 LIIMU 647 SGofinos 5-11-2- il Brora 

5 (V RWALVBCE19FRCWK&-11-2-G Crane (7) 

G 4-82 vamaettj S8rsnai6l1-2-JBote (7) 


2.10 ISLAND HALL NOVICES CHASE 

(£2.326- 2m 41110yd) (7 nmners) 


7 60 HUNIBB CLUB S3 GfttatanF&rtffll61611 JlfcUtffln 

8 NMOAZULHSanyv 4-167_VSrath 

64 Vtfcte 8. 4-1 Boa flora. 5-1 U FtvfaWSrau. 61 Betted d 12-1 rtrterc 
CU>. 161 tor* Vfr*. S3-1 Mm AzuL 561 LanteL 


1 P321 HPetOORUMMOW 12 (G£) Ita S Bwn)l 611-12 

A Itatlg* 

2 3P01 ATOMLA15 (D. 6 ) (D) J ton! 611-1_E Uajbt 

3 P430 SOJOTOffSCWICE 19F^TBta 1611-2-TBerlS) 

4 05DU TALUS 8 (YflJBKle* 611-1 -MBatey 

5 -PPf THEBUTlBI48MssDBrief7-1 1-2 _VSMWy(S) 

6 6666 UUSWATGR 34 (F^) k (ted 7-11-2._M Bnnmn 

7 RW 2 TCP FT ALL B (ftB) M Ran 6167_J&fcLaugtfto 

9-4 Areata 5-2 Top II All, 11-4 Plpci 0TX«®no«L 61 Stectar's Cftolcr. 261 
Ufcstar. 261 Tata. 33-1 The BUIS. 


4.15 HARTFORD NOVICES HANDICAP CHASE 

(£2.290:2m HOjnf) (3) 


1 2112 AHTONM 27 (CD 8 S) Mn S Bamta 6128_JBurte (7) 

2 04-4 DANCteG SBffiATION 7 If) J Vtartan 6168 -SJftMta 

3 PPM TELL YOU WHAT 12 {FT T ftesy 6166_JWIta 

1-3 A*m 7-2 Cktonj Steaten. 61 Tel You Mlu 


2.40 BXMGTON NOVICES HURDLE 

(£1,695:2m 110yd) (8) 


1 58/2 BAfCHAM 29 G PnttJarl-toden 611-2-VSrBi 

2 3 THE CAM CAN MAN 13 UJtanson 611-2-N Btatoy (3) 

3 61 ALBQBiE 9 (D.F) Ita J CaD 611-1-- — T Kant 

4 0013 CAVO GRECO 11 (Bf.6) J JBsepfi4-rl-l- DSqma 

5 P04 AMAKBJ Barts 4-163--S 

6 0 fARVB»43KHodge6168-SCuranp) 

7 P030 8NAPWSB0YJ0SH9 P Potato 4-168...-H Dams 

6 SHAKtCW 54FII Rysr 610-3-J UcLaogten 

7-4 Atenke 64 The Cun Cm Man. 67 Stetnb 61 Cow too. 161 
Barren 14-1 OmtfS Bat Jo*. 3H Afltak. 33-1 F#Vte. 


4.45 BUCKDBf PALACE HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£1.891:2m 110yd) (6) 

1 FI 52 TAPATCH 11 (DF8) G Mom 611-10 _N Bert 


1 FI 52 TAPATCH 11 (DEE) G Mom 611-10_N Betty 0) 

2 3321 GHEatVIKHBAMBI28(SITIMb611-5-TKen 

3 P-33 CHARUE OEKMS 11 (OSIJIteiis 611-4_J A Hants 

4 F-04 LAVA FALLS 6 (CD/.B) MBartc 7-11-3_0 Steyr™ 

5 3035 lawt28fflF.fi)JJortte61613-E«tapl«r 

6 4185 JASMN PATH 9 pJ.ftS) S Goltep 610-5-M Brorman 

7-4 Tara&rt. 62 GraeoMte Bam&L 61 Done DUaro. 61 toa Ftab. 61 Item. 
161 JBrtn Fkh. 


3.1 0 SAPLEY HANDICAP CHASE (£2.438: 3m) (3) 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


1 2122 7BBBPE71*F.F8>W8ts4l6ll-1l)-MWIWIUMe? 

2 3432 ROMANS BSTTHDAY 13 (D/88) PHottS 11-11-8 

M Mulgtai |3) 

3 25P2 THAT5HC BUSHESS12 (VF) G BMg 610-5- S Hodgson 
611 ftwe Bwttr- 1 1-io to ne Braweas. 


TOAMERS: T Bl«. 4 mmen tom 17 lumns. 235V M Ryai. 10 
tom 43.233V U Bate. 3 tarn 13 23.1%; J Wharton. 4 iron 2a 
2O0V J fiitfrwL 17 Jrnnr 91.1E7V E BBMnfl 8 Iron 61 127% 


JOCKEYS: J Whlk. 7 wtanor: tram 33 rittas. 212%. E litapiqr. 5 tom 
27 185V H DMb. 14 tom 8 ft 139V J MtLaunWm. 4 tram 31. 
129V D Skyimo. 4 torn 35.11.4V (Orty qrofiEos). 


3.50 CAHLSBERG DiSTtSBlfTORS HANDICAP 
CHASE (£2,866:3m 21110yd) (5) 


THUNDStER 

2J00 Mine's An Ace. 2J35 Abu Muslab. 3.15 The Fly 
Boys. 3.50 Abbotsham. 4.25 Miracle Man. 4^5 
Suren. 


• 43U1 SUE OPHHJ. 14 FA M Rp* 611-10_D Rtrtmmd (5) 

21130- ABBOTSHAM 270F (a)/,GS) □ Carter 611-4_ H foots 

3 221- ARCTIC BARON 308 (DF) Mrs J Dm 8-1613_N Dm 

4 413U 6REY TORNAD0153 (F.fi) Mre S Wlfans 12-165- - A Tory 

5 PSU> CUMUC08UE21 Btons 12-160._WMcftetond 

441 Site 11 ML 7-2 AUMsiam. 62A(CU8nn. 61 onn 


GOING: GOOD TO FIRM (FIRM IN PLACES) 


2.00 DANSK NOVICES HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£1.726:2m 1!) (12 runners) 


4.25 CARLSBERG PILSNER NATIONAL HUNT 
NOVICES HURDLE (£1,691: 2m 6f) (10) 


1 11-1 ERSHUL RAHLES158 (F.6) P Hotte 7-11-10 B CHOrtl (3) 

2 2633 AUOGEORGE 19MrJW omwtaT-11-3-DSMor(7) 


1 P COAOATTONE 11 PLaofli612-0-CMsuk 

2 P2G3 USE'S AN ACE 23 (QLS) 0 Barwt 611 - 10 .-RDwk (5) 

3 456P MIGHTYRAMXXPH 60fl Ate611-6-SE*a 


2633 AUO GEORGE 19 Mr JWiww* 7-11-3-D Safer (7) 

0206 CLASSIC HUNTS? 13 D Baore 611-3__ R0wfc(5) 

04 MBIACLE MAN 26 CWoedcn 611-3-- A Carrol 


4 4104 THEPIO«W 15P-S)G&terets6H-5-DSatasp) 

5 4-P3 COBB SATE 29 BSKwob 611-5_MS«wensf7) 

6 060P TAR PUKE 13 (F) Ml A fine 7-11-0-AWabo 

7 3456 STAID AT EASE S5FR Budxr 61613— Mr C Borar (7) 


8 3U44 SUHfY SPARKLE 11 0 EBtttto 6169-611(101 

9 6U40 LUCKY BLUE 15 IB) RHwlBK 6167-TThcnsaMlp) 

10 PPOO ASBAMI4MnJWonmV-lD-Z-WdfcFartsno 

11 -OB’ SEA CADET 30 K Bteop 610-0---R&tcneO) 

12 660 TB1 DEEP 21 S &d*xp 61D-0-- lUwrtw* 

9-4 tins An Are. M Tha URte. 6i Sutay Spnta. 61 (few 


5 4/4- WATAW TBJY 510 NOwfc 611-3---- C Manta 

6 OR) RJU.AUHT34 BYOWO 61612-MtlHanMy 

7.002 HEATMTELD SALE 34 fB M Pke 61612—D Rtctimond (5) 

8 Pf LAWSON PfQNCESS 1133 A Barron 61612.W Mrftetand 

9 PR ECB 0 Carte 61612-N Hawte 

10 0G50 WALREDOONDOVE 133Horn61612_ItaCWamxolt 

2-1 Katefirtd Cato. 64 Mock Man, 3-1 GraartD Ranes. 61 (teste Hiitt. 
161 AJk> Gangt. 261 atm. 


2.35 CARLSBBtG SPBJIflL BREW NOVICES 
CHASE (£2,479:2m 110yd) (7) 


4.55 CARLSBERG EXPORT HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2.442:2m 6f) (11) 


PASSS) PAWN 7 (C.f.aS) M Pipe 611-13.. 0 RScrtnocrt (51 

KASHA N125 ®J Bate? 611-1-R Farnrt (5) 

STffl’LE JACK75 (S)KBam6167-R Greene (3) 

WNOCENT PRMCESS 23 (CDfAS) 0 Bamc6166 

ROWS® 

CAFUET 333(661 Ita JWnrota016163.0 Steer (71 

SUREN 21 flLS) C Wewon 7-163- ACjtoI 

MARCH ABOVE 21 (BJI) B tons 7-160_M SBwns (7) 

MAROIK CAFE 25 (ftr.5) J Hflr» 6160-0 Upton 

KILTOKGA 309 (TO P Lodi 610-0-CMaitt 

SKERRY ICADOW 309 F.GIDCKW 6160.N Hawke 

CUTE ENCHANTRESS 15 T Haled 610-0-N Downs (7) 



-4_C Marie 

..A Webb 

1-4 -B Davis (5) 

_A Trey 

i__W toko 

■1613-N HMte 

61613 M C Bonier (7) 


64 Ariltatft, 11-4 Cornell Cossufc 62 Cnapao. 61 Hampa. 12-1 oto 


3.15 CARLSBBtB BEPHANT BEER SHUNS 
HANDICAP HURDLE (£1.796:2m If) (12) 

1 0415 ALOSAHJ 7 (D. 6 ) 8 Slews 611 - 1 O. — — MSkwns (7) 

2 0110 COLWAYPRiaS 2D (C5l A Jones 61612.-BUptm 

3 12DP SOVERBGN MCHE 42 (S.G) A Bsraw 6169. .UnaVfelcm 

4 03-3 TVSR.VBOVS27(D.fl Bforse/H-10-8-RFmrt® 

5 6006 YANBU 91 (BXM) J T»fc 6166 ..- D Steer (h 

6 P-PP LITTLEBM15Uftpf7-106-DRltlmondjS 

7 POO NCOUNCt. 19DCarey610-4--- NHMte 

B 43-0 SHELLY'S FOLLY 15 R Hatges6162-Wtoke 

9 6P0 USS MOODY OTJBartn 7-160-R Date fi) 

10 6 S£ABARN315PHobbs 16160_BCWmlp) 

15 P000 CffiJ) MARBLE 30 (V) D R Tueter 6160-NHMta 

12 0000 LANE LAD 64 Mr J Htanttoe 6160-E Ttanwy (5) 

64 Coker Pim. 62 TIB By Bors. U-4 arif 5 M». 61 UlUe Ernie. 7-1 
Ateal, 161 Sorarip) Ncto 1M Uss Uoriy. 161 Set Barn. 3M onee. 


58046 
t 0055 

7 4fiW 

8 6-05 

9 016 
10P3U6 
11 2P-P 

114 Passed 
PwieaE. 161 


Pnn. 4-1 ans* JaA 61 Ksten. 61 Sum. 7-1 tewsnl 
March Atw. 12-1 Uwjuee Cde. 14-1 Captao. 3-1 Mhos. 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAKRS: MPtae. i 2 lmittR bent 348 nmers. 348V P Hetaa. 
24 tom 110. 214V D Cartel. 3 tom 15. 2DJ0V 0 Barra. 17 tore 
125.13 6 V D GanteOa 5 bun 37.1354 ( 011)7 qitedifieisj- 
JOCXEVS: D fftchmood, 4 Miters tom 14 rides, 2884. Loma 
wncert. 7 iron 42 .16 TV Ita C Womaao. 4 tom 25.160V B 
Cllkrt. 7 iron 45.1584. A VW*. 9 torn 61.14 JV A Tory. 8 tom 
62.129V 


□ British champion Michael Roberts tackles 
leading jockeys from around the world in a 
competition in Dubai on March 26. 


Tegg condition 
“veiy poorly” 




DAVID Tegg (right), the regu¬ 
lar jockey of Champion Hur¬ 
dle contender Flakey Dove, is 
seriously iB after suffering a 
brain haemorrhage. 

He is being treated in the 
Midland Neurological Hospi¬ 
tal in Smethwick, where his 
condition was yesterday 
described as “very poorly 

Tegg was taken to hospital 
in Hereford at the weekend 
after collapsing at home and 
later transferred to Birm¬ 
ingham. 

Tegg’s agent Guy Jewell 
spoke to members of the 
jockey's family yesterday and 
said: "David has had a brain 
haemorrhage.but he's talking, 
although his attention span is 
very short His femDy is with 
him and doctors are still 
taking tests." 

Flakey Dove’s trainer, Rich¬ 
ard Price, is getting regular 
bulletins on Tegg. who has 
ridden 18 winners this season 
and 121 in all. 
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Hall hopes to earn 
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Eyes on the prize: Hall concentrates during practice at Redbridge Sports Chib in preparation for the AD-England championships at Wembley. Photograph: Marc Aspland 


F ive million people play 
badminton in England 
yet Darren HaH six 
times the national champion. 
former European champion 
and regular member of the 
world top ten, is more likely to 
be recognised on the streets of 
Jakarta than in his home town 
of Chingfoni 

So much for the land of milk 
and honey promised to profes¬ 
sionals when badminton 
turned open just over a decade 
ago. The Europeans, at least, 
are still digesting the bread 
and butter. “No danger of 
being mobbed, dial's for 
sure,” Hall said, without 
bitterness 

Over the next three months. 
Hall has a chance to change 
aD that, to encourage the odd 
nudge of recognition, sign the 
occasional autograph, even 
make a few bob. Today sees 
the start of the Yonex All- 
England championships, the 
Wimhledon of badminton, at 
Wembley. 

At the end of May, England 
Jiost the world championships 
for the first time to mark the 
centenary of the Badminton 
Association. 

Victory in either — perhaps 
even an historic double — 
would at last bring Hall some 
of the trappings enjoyed by 
lesser athletes in higher profile 
sports. A decent hotel room 
when travelling in Europe or a 
few more sponsors to add to 
the Bulgarian Wine Com¬ 
pany, his sole backer from 
outside badminton. Maybe 
that ultimate sporting acco¬ 
lade, an appearance on A 
Question Sport. 

At 27, Hall is ready to sene 
the moment for which he has 
been reaching since he 
swapped football, and the 
prospect of emulating his 
schoolboy team-mate, Teddy 
Sheringham, now of Totten¬ 
ham Hotspur, for badminton 


15 years ago. "IVe got the 
experience and I know how to 
handle myself,” he said. "This 
is my big chance to show 
everyone how good 1 am.” 

Fear of injury—“I was very 
small and kept getting 
knocked about at football” — 
and the influence of his cousin. 
Ray Stevens, a former British 
Na 1. persuaded Hall to con¬ 
centrate on badminton at the 
age of 12. He has rarely 
looked back, graduating from 
a triumphant junior career to 
become European Open 
champion in 1988 and, last 
year, the first British player 
since the war to win the 
Danish Open. 

“l left school at 16 and aD I 
wanted to do was play bad¬ 
minton," he said. “I used to 
hang around at the Redbridge 
Spoils Centre, where a lot of 
internationals were based, 
wait for them to finish their 
matches and ask for a game. It 
was important to gam their 
respect and I got used to 
playing at a senior level from 
an early age.” 

The bullies would think 



Andrew Longmore talks to Darren 
HaH the England badminton 
champion, who feels confident he is 
now ready to challenge the world 


twice about tackling him these 
days, quite apart from the 
street-cred stud glinting in his 
left ear. At a whisker under 6ft 
and llbst Hall has. a near 
perfect build for a game of 
spring, speed and stealth. Tail 
enough to get a good angle on 
tiie smashes, tight enough to 
match tiie speed of the quick¬ 
silver Asians, supple enough id 
retrieve the irretrievable. 

“He is unquestionably the 
best we have.” Paul Whetnall 
the former England team 
manager, said. “Unbelievably 
quick. When he really gets 
going and is concentrating, he 
is a jqy to watch.” 

Except that only a few will 
get let alone appreciate, the 
opportunity. Wembley witi be 
packed with devotees over the 
next five days but the BBC is 


not covering the champion¬ 
ships live and, when it does 
broadcast them a week late, 
only a fraction of the awesome 
athleticism and speed of the 
game wiD filter into the na¬ 
tion’s living-rooms. 

Badminton cannot boast the 
aesthetic appeal of Wimble¬ 
don nor does a shuttlecock, 
however sweetly timed, convey 
tile same sense of power as a 
bouncer or an ace. It is too 
stealthy, too silent, too easy. 

I n every hour of a badmin¬ 
ton match, there is an 
average of 40 minutes’ 
actual play — as opposed to 
seven minutes in tennis — so 
there is little time for the 
development of character or 
plot cm which television 
thrives. 


Without the support of tele¬ 
vision, badminton will always 
remain a backwoods spectator 
sport and, therefore, financial¬ 
ly weak. despite its new status 
as an Olympic sport 

“Badminton has fallen back 
in the public relation stakes 
and, compared to a lot of 
sports, if is very hard work for 
little reward,” Whetnall said. 
“The worst thing is seeing all 
the talented kids who get 
disillusioned and drop out of 
tiie game.” 

Hall is aware of the disad¬ 
vantages of his profession but 
only occasionally allows envy 
to doud his vision of a good 
life. If he becomes the first 
British man for 54 years to 
win the AB-England title, he 
will earn £7,000 — jost over 
£3,000 more than a first- 
ronnd loser at Wimbledon. 

But if he loses to a qualifier 
in the first round today, he wfll 
earn precisely nothing. Only 
the last 16 in the 64-strong 
draw win money. 

"It doesn’t really make 
sense, does it?” he said. “Per¬ 
sonally, f think tennis players 


Asian players provide power and passion 


By Richard Eaton 


ONLY Gftl Clark and Gillian 
Gowers, in the women’s dou¬ 
bles. have any chance of 
becoming the first home win¬ 
ners in the Yonex All-England 
badminton championships 
since 1985. But it does not 
matter too much. Today, and 
for three more days, the 
tournament will enjoy one its 
best entries in almost a 
century. 

The All-England is the old¬ 
est badminton tournament in 
the world and shows that a 
tiaditioa with adaptability 
and good administration, can 
survive the trends. Some say 


SNOOKER 


O’Brien puts Davis 
out of Asian Open 

From Phil Yates in Bangkok 


FERGAL O'Brien, an unher¬ 
alded second-season profes¬ 
sional from Dublin, caused a 
big upset when he beat Steve 
Davis, the defending champi¬ 
on, 5-4 in the fourth round of 
the Asian Open here 
yesterday. 

O'Brien, the work! No. 192, 
looked to be heading for the 
same fate as Davis's last 11 
opponents in ranking events 
when the six-times world 
champion, who has won both 
the British and European 
Open titles during tiie past 
three weeks, led 2-0. 

However, O’Brien, 21, 
showed an appetite for a fight 
in September by recovering 
from a 4-0 deficit to beat Qifi 
Thorbum 5-4 in a qualifying 
round of the UK champion¬ 
ship. ** was a similar level of 
tenacity which enabled him to 
win tiie next four frames from 
Davis. . , . 

O’Brien, though, began to 
exhibit the nerves he had 
successfully disgmsed earlier, 
particularly when snatching 

the fourth frame on a re¬ 
potted black 

Even though;- 
patently struggling w 


form and tiie humid condi¬ 
tions. he managed to level at 
4-4. A break of 41 put Davis 
ahead tn the deciding frame 
but. afforded the opportunity 
to complete the recovery, he 
first missed the green and 
then the brown. 

Refusing to be hurried, 
O’Brien. 63-45 in arrears, 
potted a long brown, attained 
inch-perfect position on the 
blue, and cleared to Hack to 
reach the last 16. 

O'Brien, who left school 
with seven O levels and four A 
levels, said: “The teachers 
laughed at me when I told 
them I was going to be a 
snooker player, so 1 completed 
my education to have some¬ 
thing to faQ back on. I hope 
they see this resuft.” 

Stephen Hendry, attempt 
ing to win a ranking event for 
the first time since the world 
championship ten months 
ago, included breaks ol 82,83 
and 101 during a 5-1 victory 
over Jamie Woodman, of Bris¬ 
tol while Dennis Taylor be¬ 
came the eighth top-16 
casualty when he lost 5-4 to 
Jason Ferguson. 

Results, page48 


the event is now dull for being 
dominated by Asian players 
but it is they who have 
brought grea ter passion, extra 
athleticism and a whiff of 
scandaL 

Last year, the Chinese were 
accused of playing as a team 
to enable an extra player to 
qualify for the Olympic 
Games. This year, the Indone¬ 
sians have brought Susi 
Susanti and Allan Budi 
Kusuma. who won their coun¬ 
try’s first Olympic titles of any 
kind in Barcelona. 

Susanti. the metronomic 
raflier, may find it difficult to 


Top league 
role goes 
to woman 

EMMA Rosewarne has 
become the first woman to 
hold a senior position 
with the Rugby Fbotiball 
League after being made 
administration executive 
in charge of fixture ar¬ 
rangements, players’ con¬ 
tracts, im po rta nt events 
and tire appointment of 
referees (Christopher 
Irvine writes^. 

The new post extends 
the responsibility of Rose- 
warne, 32, who for tire 
past four years has been 
head of player personnel 
overseeing transfers, con¬ 
tract disputes, disdpimaiy 
procedures and drug- 


half of the draw she has the 
brilliant Chinese teenager. Ye 
Zhapying. who beat her when 
wanting the Japan Open in 
January. In the other half is 
the holder and world champi¬ 
on from China, Tang Jaibong, 
and Bang Soo-Hyun. 

Kusuma is even less likely 
to win. In the past few 
months, his compatriots — 
Joko Suprianlo, the world 
Na i. and Hayanto Arbi the 
Na 1 seed — have sprung 
from the pack like men 
possessed. 

Arbi may earn a last-16 


meeting with Danes Haft 
the England champion, who 
ran prove a handful for any¬ 
body on his borne patch. 

Much may depend on how 
these spectaailar acrohals of 
power and touch cope with an 
afien coolness that can tight- 
en the musdes and a swirling 
drift that tests both tempera¬ 
ment and concentration. 

If they fad, then watch for 
the dangerous Dane. Thomas 
Stuer-Lauridsen. a tax ©rife 
who bases himself in 
Chingfotd to practise with 
Hall and who could strike a 
blow for Europe. 
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Leeds yesterday denied 
there was pressure on 
Doug Laughton, who is in 
the second year of a three- 
year coaching contract, to 
resign after their exit in 
the first semi-final of tiie 
Chal lenge Cup. 

□ Nigel H estop, tiie for¬ 
mer Orrefl and England 
rugby union winger, is 
fikdy to nriss the remain¬ 
der of the season after 
suffering a broken jaw in 
his tfrnti game with 
Oldham. 



siiliieaa 


his mainsail stowing him to 
three knots. As he is 1.400 
remfif?! mjfcs from the finish 
at Les Sables d’Otonne, be 
would need to average more 
than rune knots and arrive by 
Monday .night to beat the 
record of 109 days, eight 
hours,48 minutes. 




Foundation clocks up 
£100m in donations 


handing over £33.280 for 
recreational programme at the 

charity for the young and unemployed m the West 

E ^0W?E66 million oftbffost lSnamtosof funding las 
been given to sport fry the, foundation, wfoch tos 


football poote companies. This includes EZnmamtome 
Scottish Rnsjfry Union and £1 infflion 

Soper setting pace 

MOTOR SPORT: The 1993 British touring car champion¬ 
ship is . to be sponsored by the motoring pubneatran. 
Autotrader. Right factory-backed teams wiH be taking part 
in a 14-round televised series. New care scheduled toappear 
in the opening round at Sflverstone on March 28 monde a 
Ford Moadeo, a Renault 19 for the champion, Jim Harvey, 
andaMazdaXedos. „ ' 

BMW. Vauxtiafl, Toyota and Nissan have been the pace¬ 
setters in pre-race testing with Steve Soper, in a BMW, 
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earn far too much and, some¬ 
times, I wish I had taken up 
tennis instead of badminton. 
But if I can make,a living out 
of something 1 enjoy and get 
to see the world, then I'm 
happy." 

The tub-thumping that ac¬ 
companied the progress of 
Jeremy Bates; the Na I . Brit¬ 
ish tennis player, to the last 16 
at Wimbledon struck a chord 
with HalL Amid universal 
euphoria. Bates came to with¬ 
in a point of reaching the 
quarter-finals. . 

T wo years ago. Hall had 
twopmnfc to reach the 
semi-finals of tiie All- 
England championships, 
another to get to the final of 
the grand prix for the best 16 
plajras in the world. He 
missed aO three and the failure 
still hurts. • 

“I remember the first like it 
was yesterday,” he said. "I 
served, be rushed me arid 1 
was right there to put away the 
point But it just dipped the 
top of tiie net and fefl back." . 

like Bates, Hall's main 
problem is more psychological 
than physical. “He has tiie 
ability to upset the best in the 
world, no question," Whetnall 
said. “But he just has to believe 
in himself and be more consis¬ 
tent" A familiar refrain. 

RealisticaUy, HaD is aiming 
for the last four of tiie All- 
England and to win a medal 
of any colour at the world 
championships in two 
months. “That would show 
our young kids that you can 
make a good living out of 
badminton and give tiie game 
a real boost It nods it badly," 
he said. 

Anything more and Haifa 
life of peace and anonymity 
would be ended forever. It 
might even prompt a back¬ 
ward glance or two down 
Chingfaid High Street. 
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FortLaudcandale, Florida on 
Monday. Michael Stkb, tiie 
ninth seed, recovered to 
beat Rodoipbe Gilbert, of 
France, 4-6, 6-3,6-4. Mich¬ 
ael Chang, the holder, was 
knocked \ out fay Marcos 
Ondruska, of Sooth Africa, 
7-5,6-1 in the second round. 



Banana’s new bunch 

CYCLING; The Banana Group confirmed yesterday that it 
will- sponsor a racing team this season for foe sixth 
succcssiveyear.The 1993 squad wiD be led by ShaneSottoo, 
winner of tire Milk Race in 1990. He is supported fry Chris 
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from the Tour of Mexico, Brian Smith, the British 
professional champion in 199J, and Keith Reynolds, the 
1989 Milk Race runner-up. Malcolm Elliott, who is based 
in the United Slates with tiie Chevrolet-LA tram, has won 
the fivestage Redlands Classic race in California. 

Ashley’s big chance 

BOXING; Crawford Ashley, the former British light- 
heavyweight champion, has bear given the chance Jo 
challenge Michael Ntmn for Ms World Boxing Association 
aiper-middlewei^it title- Ashley, 28, from Leeds, is Nunn's 
proposed opponent in las Vegas on April 23 and hasTp 
decide whether he wants to take the bout “It’s not finalised 
yet but tire, offer is there and it is up to Ashley to mala* a 
decision, ” Barney Eastwood, his manager, said yesterday. 
“WeigM wifl not be problem.” 

Matthews for sevens 

RUGBY UNION: David Matthews, the referee who 
Fran Clough off m Wasps’match at Baffi last weekend, wiD 
be tire England representative on a 12-man na«4 for the 
Rugby World Cup sevens at Mnrrayfidd next month. NiaO 
Malone, the stand-off hal£ has signed for Leicester from 
London Irish. Two scram halves, Alain Rotiand and Rupert 
Mom. wffl captain Ireland and a Welsh president's team' 
respectively at the Hong Kong sevens on Man* 27 andlft 


Deptfi . Condteons Last 

^ to Weather Temp snow 
L /' L U piste resort - *C - W 

SWITZERLAND 

Arosa_-80 100 fresh snow open sncm 3 h&v 

(UgMtroowfafl on upper nm* spring snow on toiwrt 

Gstaad-to 40 variable dosed douc* 3 4/3 

_ www on gfader; tower runs cflfflcuB) 

Witter-—20 320 good tftfn . sunny 3 S3 

(Be» on gadar, spring snow below mk^statfan) 

Zermatt...-60 18S good mw ^ _ • tn 

n ■ nt, I, i — „ . open sunny 0 4/3: 

nAly <?*rtP**ed onafimns: b«a with Italy open) 

Bafdbndcdhia... 100 200 good ■ m*, k m 
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i 

Srffedmhg......« tSO variable ft™** a its 
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Ne»(rad26B7B) . . 

10,00 *** weatheT (4524253) 10,05 

i«ss^?.’a^af!s^ 

38,108 (68175036) - 

12^0 Eldorado (r). (CeWad fe) [39994561 ww 

, m ^ (awSSr 12JSS 

. lUJOOne 0*Ctock News with Philip Hajtoi? ffietitexj 

JS ^ 45435 1-30 Ne * ahbo ^^ 

1-50 Cheltenham FestivnL. Live covereca from the 
secondd^ Dt the festival of the 2.15^0 and 3 30 
i HiSf®;]? 8 4 05 te ^ 8802 (s)-f3 1 589516) 

3^) The Adventures of Buzzy Bee and Friends 
Country teles for the very young (2658949) 3.55 
Bftea. ideas for turning household JunK Into 
KSTOttmg useftd (b) (8823982) 4.10 Quick Draw 
MoGnw. Cartoon M (1665104) 4J20 The Animate 
of Farthing Wood. Episode 11 of the 13-part 
^mateddrana. (Ceefax) (s) (921827?)4-45TWO 
Weeks wftft the Queen. Part three (si (3831949) 
&00 Newsround {2530369) 5.10 Cettfury Fate 
gModefltfe of the six-part drama. (Ceefax) (s) 
[4320123; ... 

535 < 9: .(Geefex) (s) (344650). Northern 

Ireland: inside Ulster 

6.00 Six O'clock News with Anna Ford arid Andrew 
Harvey: (Ceefax) Weather (659) 

6J0 Regional News Magazines (611). Northern 
Ireland: Neighbours - 
7J00 Eldorado. (Ceefax) fa) (8123) • 

7-30 Tomorrow's World. . includes reports on 
pterodactyls and how drought-stricken Thailand is 
hoping to make rain. (Ceefax) (sj (123) 



Rodgers and Dunlop as new parents (&00pm) 




6.00 May to December. Age-gap romantic comedy 
starring Anton Rodgers and Lesley Dunlop. (Cefax) 
(8) (4543) • • - - 

8JJ0 Us Girls. Comedy series about a three-oenerafion 
family. (Ceefax) (s) (3678) 

9.00 Nine CXCIock News, with Martyn. Lewis. (Ceefax) 
Regional news and weather (8104) 

9.30 A Budget Reapons* by the shadow chancellor, 
Gordon Brown (394272) 

9AO QEEh Misha. (Ceefax) $ See Choice (530765)- 
10J20 Match of the Day — the Road to Wembley; 
Hltfrflghts of the FA Cup sixth round replay between 
Sheffield Wednesday and Derby County (125982). 
Northern Ireland: Sportscene Special 11:30-f .00am 
FHm: The Breakfast GhA) 

11.00 Film: Settle the Score (1989) starring dacfyn. 
Smith. Jeffrey DeMurm and Louise Lathani. Drama 
about a dty policewoman who returns to her home 
town 20 years after she was brutally assaulted by an 
unknown assailant and dteccMws Jhata seres of 
amfe: attacks have recently been "corivrvttBd. She 
detemUhesfo uncover the perpetrator.prected by 
j8-7. Edwfa Shawto ®1340) ‘ . I 

^l2L30am Weather (1423055). Ends at 12J5 
?1.2.15-3.45 BBC Select Accountancy. T e tevlai on. 
p>: Scrambled (925499) ;; 3.1S . Legal N et w ork 

S r Television. Scrambled (13741). 4A04L50 TV 

. Edits; Eapam y Las. Americas Z- Scrambled 

; ■ (8921147) : ■ V- v •. ;V'V:* *"/ 


S'-* 


bas Open University: The Aggregate Demand and 
Supply Mode) (4239082) 7.10 Architectura ip 15th- 
cemury Florence <3731320)7.35 Poetry: Language 
and History (7847123) 

8JD0 Breakfast News (33L. 

8-1S Westminster (4555098) 

9.00 Daytime on Two. Educational prowammes 
■ mcjudlng, for children. 9.45 You and Me (44S3272) 
v 1.20 Aiifand Fair (87976820) 1JO Crystal Tipps 
■, and Alistair (8665461I^IJ&Bunylp(86653982) 
2H0 New s and weather foBowed by You and Ue (r) 
(23242253) 2.15 The Sky « NlgtiL Patrick Moore 


universe (r? (23261388) 235 CtourtryFBe.-Jofwi 
Craven investigates rural issues ft) (9351727) 

3.00 News {Ceefax), regional --hews arid ' wathar 
(3780340) ZJD5 Westminster Live introduced 
lain Mecwhlrter (9328901) 345 News f 


&£5 Cheltenham Festival continued fram'BBCi. Live 
coverage of the 4.05 race (s) (1587765) - - 

430 See Hear! Magazine series tor ..the; hearirig- 
fmpafred'fl) (s) (956) -5.0Q The Dance An autumn 
woocBand dream fantasy ft (252161II; - , . 

5.10 Horizon: Whatever Happened to Star Ware? A 

repeat of Monday s documentary about /president 
Reagan'ir Strategic Defence tatiaiiwMCeefex) (s) 
(9927272) . • . -s's. • • . . • 

&00Star Trek. Classic science fiction adventures (r) 
(Ceefax) (306098) 

6J50 DEF H: Reportage. An investigation Into why the 
education system seems to be failing (s) (171122) 

730 Nature: Mother of the Mega(^fes.-(Ceefax) See 
Choice (727982) 

8.10 Bookmark: BohumU HrabaL (Ceefax) See Choice 

. (248185): . ... • 

930 M*A*S*H. Hawkeys decides to send a toflet to 
North Korea when he leans from Frank of their 
. desperate need (r) (14334(3) 



Joining the told: Kathy Burks (9.25pm) 


935 Mr Wroo’s Virgins; Martha’s Story. The final 
. episode of the drama starring Jonathan Pryce as 
s the-north couttry prophet this week seen through 
the eyes of'Martha, a young woman who was 
. treated like an .'animal by. her.farmer father before 
die joined Mr Wlroe'a household of virgins, with 
Ka% Burke. (Ceefax) (s) (7310128) 

1030A Budget Response by the shadow chance Bor, 
% Gordon flrtmn (401727) •. 

1IL40 Newsnlgbt with Frandne Stock (6^859) 

1135 The Lata Show. Arts and media magazine (s) 
- '(704838)' UMBCio Weather (1331505). 

12.10 Ufastyle^ Work and the FtenOy. How Bfestyles in 
the UK have changed since 1945 (3033012) 

130 The Message of Starfight (8459788), Ends at 135 
230 Night School: Taadilng Today. Health Education 
: (630l9).Ericte aT4JD0 


VMwHaw and tfao Ww HiaCwto 
The ronbtis noa to each TV programing Ibflng arp VWfo PtLsCode™ 
funbe&wnditewirjnii 10 pregranne your wwo recorder toantly 
WiUu WdBDpfcn+ n ' havtsn. Vkteoft&t can be used wth mast irfdtos 
Tap in tfievUeo MusCod* hr the umweivne yau <*ish to rpamt Mr 
moot dcuAt cat VUrci^uv on 0839 111204 fcnfe-dvvged 0 4Bp per 
twnutt peak, 3fip oti-peat) or wrta to VkfcoFViu., AcimeXlUL S Wy 
Haunt H itMUW i V««rf, London SWI1 37M. WUeopW f™). Phacodt 
("■O «rid vuko ftograronw are tnuJonarltj of Garaar MsrtrHng Ltd. 





hi a |am? Cairo belies Rs fringe (BBC2,730pm) 


fTV LONDON 


Name Mother of the Mcgatides 
BBC2, 730pm 

With a population of 15 million, due to reach 20 
mIBion by the end of the century, Cairo seems the 
epitome of the spiawfing chy running out of control, [r 
is more crowded, diny and chaotic man London and 
more polluted than Los Angeles. But Cairo refuses do 
fit the apocalyptic model. For one thing, there is no 
homelessness. Percrie may live on rooftops or squat in 
graveyards but they do not sleep on the streets. 
Moreover, there is an efficient system of recycling 
rubbish which ewes nothing to 20th-cenurv 
Technology bui has won an environmental award from 
the United Nations. An attempt to relieve pressure on 
Cairo by building a new town in the desert failed. 
Despite all the drawbacks, people preferred the dty. 


Dispatches 
Channel 4.9.00pm 

A report from the Moss Side area of Manchester 
paints a bleak picture of rising crime, dksaffreigd 
youth and a ponce force whose presence tends to be 
resented more than welcomed- In three years the 
district has seen 21 murders. Gun battles are 
commonplace and law-abiding citizens fear for their 
lives. With no prospect of legitimate employment, 
young Macks peddle drugs and addicts steal to pay for 
their doses. A young couple estimate that their 
addiction to heroin has cost them £150.000 in right 
years. The police are accused of heavy-han dedness. 


Bookmark: Botomnl Hrahal 
BBC2,8.10pm 

Hrabal is the Czecboslavak writer best-known here for 
Closely Observed Trains, which was adapted for the 
tinsna and won an Oscar. This profile was made for 
French television and assumes a fair degree of prior 
knowledge. It is not explained, for instance, why a 
trained lawyer should have gone to work on die 
railway and in a steel works, we bear that for seven 
years HrabaTs writing was “effectively banned” We 
are not fold which years. Now 78. Hrabal is 
interviewed to revealing effect about his life and work 
but the best summary comes from the director of 
Closely Observed Trains, Jiri MenzeL Hrabal; he says, 
kicks at things kmd-heartedly and with humour and 
his writing is humane; not irupllpctirai 


630 GMTV with Menael Wilson. Eamonn Holmes end 
Fiona Annsvong. The guests include Glenda 
McKay and Claire King from the cast of Emmsidsle, 
Kathy Staff and Roy Hudd (3718562) 

93S Jeopardy! Gams shew; 13652727; 935 London 
Today (Teletext) and weather (71942531 
10.00 The Time... The Place... (172C676) 

1035 This Morning. Weekday family magazine 

i52535498) 

12.10 AUsorts. For tire very young (s) (6902185] 

1230 Lunchtime News with Nicholas Owen and Sonia 

Ruseter. (Teletext) Weather (4034017) 135 London 
Today fTa&eflj and weather (57239949) 

1.15 Home and Away. Australian family drama serial 
(Teletext) (318814) 135 A Country Practice. 

Medcai drama (3171B5) 

2.15 The Chrystai Rose Show. Discussion senes 
(332494) 2.45Take the High Road (9377765) 

3.10 nN News headlines (3708746) 3.15 London 
Today iTeletext) and weather (3707017) 330 
Blockbusters (s) (8942388) 

330 Cartoon featuring Porky Ptg (2643017) 335 
Scooby Doo <r) (8858676] 4.10 Three Seven 
Eleven Episode five o4 the ten-part drama serial set 
r. a primary school <2631272) 4.40 Fun House. 
Slapstick gane show (6606678) 

5-10 Home and Away (r). (Teletext) (6404920) 

5.40 Early Evening News with John Sachet (Teletext; 
Weather (554185) 

630 London Tonight presented by Alastak Stewart and 
Fiona Foster. The guests include Tommy Steele and 
Canadian DJ and singer Snow (91659) 



Michael Aspel opens the red book (730pm) 


QED: Misha 
BBCl, 9.40pm 

Misha was a vivacious 15-yearold until a hit-and-run 
acridenr Jefi her with serious brain damage. She was 
unable to walk, talk or feed herself Malcolm 
Brinkwprth'S film follows her p ro gre ss over the 15 
months since the accident, as doctors, speech 
therapists and physios tty to restore her speech and 
Tarnation. Misha is a willing and determined 
patient, with a very supportive mother, but 
improvement is somriunes frustratingly slow. The 
only reservation about this admirable programme is 
that the genre is becoming familiar. Only last week a 
similar story was related on Channel 4's Citizen2000. 
Perhaps die companies should get together to ensure 
more sensible scheduling. Peter Waymark 


730 This te Your Ufa. Michael Aspel presents a 
biography of another surprised worthy (s) (3291) 
730 Coronation Street (Teletext) (291) 

830 Film: Disorganised Crime (1989) starring Hoyt 
Axton and Corbin Bemsen. Comedy thriller about a 
criminal mastermind who plans a foolproof robbery 
using four top specialists to help him, but 
professional jealousies and rivalries come to the 
surface and thr e a t e n the success of the caper. 
Directed by Jim Kouf (5765) 

1030 News at Ten with Trevor McDonald. (Teletext) 
Weather (68833) 1030 London Tonight (Teletext) 
and weather (488253). 

IQjIOA Budget Response by the shadow chancellor, 
Gordon Brown (785678) 

1030 European Champions League. Extended 
highlights of tonight's game at tbrox Park between 
- Rangers and Bruges. Plus action from AC Milan v 
Porto, Marseilles v CSKA Moscow and Gothenburg 
v PSV Eindhoven (772949) 

1130 Film: ThafU Be the Day (1973) starring David 
Essex and Rfngo Starr. Musical drama, set in the 
1950s, about a young drifter who decides to seek 
fame and fortune in the pop music world. Directed 
by Claude Whatham (471524) 

130 Entertainment UK. Weekly leisure-time glide (s) 
(48302) 

230The Chrystai Rose Show (r) (44942) 

3.00 The LBtle Picture Show. The latest video releases 
reviewed (r) (38925) 

430 60 Minutes. American news magazine (89147) 
530 Riviere. Glossy French drama series (59586) 

530ITN Morning News with PhU Roman (79789). Ends 
at 630 ' 


CHANNEL4 


530 Sesame Street (r) (6145123) 

6.45 Dennis. Arumaied adventures of a smaB boy 
19236369) 

7.00 The Big Breakfast presented by Chns Evans and 
Gaby Rosiin (97494) 

9.00 You Bet Your Life American game show nosied by 
Bill Cosby ts) (45982) 

930 Schools (675843) 

1230 The Parliament Programme. Anne Perkins -with a 
round-up of news from both Houses (f£746) 

1230 Sesame Street Early learning senes. The guest is 
Danny DeVito (34765) 

130 Chicken Minute Puppet series (r). (Teletext) 
(72253) 

230 Film: Daughters Courageous (1939. b/w) starring 
Claude Rains. Comedy drama about an erram 
lather who returns home to find his former wife 
atom to remarry and his fou daughters with 
disastrous love lives. Directed by Michael Curtiz 
(8098) 

4.00 The Pulse. Health magazine presented by Emma 
Freud (r) (Teletext) (920) 

430 Countdown. Richard Whdetev with another round 
of the words and numbers game. (Teletext} (s)(104) 
530 Wednesday Weeple. Paula Yates introduces a 
reaHite romantic story (2556307) 

5.10 Him: The Marva Collins Story (1981) starring 
Cicely Tyson and Morgan Freeman A made-for- 
television drama, based on fad, about a Chicago 
teacher -who starts her own school in a depressed 
part of the city leaching children previously thought 
ineducable. Directed by Peter Levin (15269366) 
730 Channel 4 News with Jon Snow and Zeinab 
Badawi. (Teletext) Weather (989494) 

730 Party PoHtlcai Comment from a Conservative 
party politician (949825) 

8.00 Brookslde Suburban Merseyside soap. (Teletext) 
IS) (7253) 

830 Food File. Includes advice on preventing stomach 
rumbles, the recipe for a cheap and tasty Polish 
stew and restaurateur Alastair Little on why the 
British seldom complain about the food when eating 
out. (Teletext) (s) (6388) 

930 Dispatches. See Choice (589630) 

9.45 Short and Cutties: Geh Kbide Geh. The story of a 
Jewish funeral that goes wrong (r). (Teletext) 
(306017) 

1030The Golden Girls. The first of a two-part story in 
which, after Rose suffers a heart attack. Blanche 
makes a bargain with God to save her life. (Teletext) 
(s) (66475) 



Political satire: MEP Rlk Mayafl (1030pm) 


1030 The New Statesman. The amoral Alan B'Stard 
smells money in conflict and sets his sights on 
Yugoslavia. But he has to overcome the grasping 
Sarah and the oafish Piers. Starring Rik MayaJI, 
Michael Troughton and Marsha FitzaJan (r). 
(Teletext) (s) (901524) 

11.05 ENG. Fast-moving Canadian drama series about a 
television news team (534901) 

12.05am Movtewatch. Belfast filrngoers review the latest 
releases (r) (2224741) 

1235 Rim: Pali Patni Aur Tawatf (1978) starring Salma 
Agha and Mlthun Chakraborty. Hindi drama about a 
devoted wife who is devastated when she discovers 
her husband is being unfaithful. Directed by Ra) 
Kumar Kohti. (44286031). Ends at 335 


VARIATIONS 



'.ANGLIA • 

As London axcspfc 2.15-SAff.Gartering 
- Time (3324M) 3iO-&EDTheYixiig Doctors 
(9942308) 5.10-5.40 Blockbusters 
(5404920) BlOO Horn end Away (943881) 
6^5-7.00 Angda News f 
MaoeTs hi# Car toJBSSe®) 1220 
Twfight Zone (2257079) 1250 Him; Cat 
cream (3617092) 2.10 Cirnma. Ctneme, 
Cinerw (2477692) 240 60 MlnuDoe 
14606147) 3L3S The Mbw Music (2001128) 
450 FBvtera (BB12B) BJXW30 Jorihdor 

BORDER 

As London napt 2.1 B Garte ring Hn* 
(332494) 2450.10 Sprockets (B37776S) 
220-330 The Young DocRXB (9942388) 
(LOO Loofcaround (151920} &20 Oocfcbutt- 
era (943681) 650 Cwwrton SOT** 
(130562) 7-20 The European Match: Rang- 
ere v FC Bruges (78092389) 950 Thfc te 
Your Ua (96104) 1050 Swing (772949) 
1150 Trials o( Ftoste ONeia P8M6« 1250 
Him: Car Creature (35176B2) 210 Cinema. 
CmBma. Oner* (2447892) 250 MMnuteB 
(4806147) 3.3S The New Muare (aX)112B) 
450 RMsra (86128) 6.00550 JobftxJer 

GRANADA 

Ae London tvespb 21S245 WWi You 
Were Here7 (332494) 3JSW50 The Young 
Doctors 19942388) 5.10550 BUxMMStors 


mytSOOi (LOO Home end Awsy (727) 

«50 Granola TonW (488458) 750 The • Yrit 
European Mredi: Rangare y FC Bnops Ae London (oacept: 
» 050-1000 Tria ls Yote^LBa . WtareHere-T(332494] 


(78092300)' 


TYNE TEES 

219255 WWl You 
Wrie Here-? (832494) 350350 The Youig 


(3Sire82) 210 Chema. Cswma, Cre¬ 
me 04478B2) 250 60 Minutes (4606147) 
355 The New Music (2001120) 450 Riviera 
(00126) 500350 Jobfinder (59586) 


210 Cinema.' Oname, Ckwraa. 
25060 Mnutes (4E0BM7) 355 
New Mueio (2001128) ' 450 Mere 
JoWkWCT(50586)'-" 


(8SI28) 500350 

htv west ; . : 

*4 . London except ^158 Btockbustws: 
(3171B5) 210245 GrerienBig Time 
(332494) 300350 Ihe Yomg Ooaora 
(9942388).(LOO HIV News.p27) 850-700 
Between Two Rriara (307) 1150 Bcodng 
(688369) lisoFftre Cat Creriwe (Meredhh 
Baxter. Cavtf Herisav Retar Loire Jr) 
(3617KC) 210 Cknma. Onama. Chums 
(2447890 240 60 Mhxites (4606147) 355 
The' New Music' @301128) 430 TWare 
.^^flOOAMJctthdwpBSaq. - 

HTV WALES 

Aa HTV West except 800 Wriee ri Sk 
650-700 The Ghere JJtte Trakw Of WaleB 


British ArtuanishiQ Awards (888388) 1250 
American Sadkacra.(2993895) 150 Hoty- 
wood Report (5421663) 210 Vldeofearion 
(2447893 250 TransaorW Sport (B007012) 
350 Music Box (5170605) 450850 Job- 
(bxler (1644061) 


MERIDIAN 

Aa London except 21824(7 Loud and 
Ctear (332494) 350350 The Young Doo- 
lore (994Z388) «4» Maririen Ttxhc« (727) 

650-700 Btocttxsters (307)- 500350 
Reescreem 


ULSTER 

Ae London ex ce p t BOO IJTVLhq m Str 
(392524) 850 Coronation Street (130582) 
750 Scoteport European Spadsi: Rangara v 
FC Bruges (7B0S2368) 950-1000 Iris b 
Yow Ue (66104) 1050 The Saw Doctor* 
(772949) 1150 Boxing (888369) 1250 Flm: 
Cat Creature (3517092) 210 Onama, 
CJrwna, Onama {2447699 250 60 Mhutas 
(4806147) 355 the New Music (2001128) 
450 Rwfera (88128) 500350 Jobfinder 
159586) 

WESTCOUNTHY 
As London except: 155 BtocMwslere 
<317185) 215-255 WosfcouriJry Focus 
350350 A Conwy Practice 
800-700 Weemurwy Live 
1150 A»ed Htcteock Presents 
l 1215 TetronrWon (39769) 1250 
Of Units 1250 F9nt Cat 


roccept 215-255 Wfish You 
Were Hera:.? (332484) 350350 The Ycu^ 
Doctors (9942388) 855 Catonoar (9G5017) 
850-700 BlockbuBtare (307) 800-1000 
Ffcn: Beaches (5765) 1150 The British 
Advertising Awards (B8S36SJ 1280 Ameri¬ 
can Gtadlalora (2993895) 150 Holywood 
Report (5421663) 210 Vldeotashion 
P446792) 250 Trarewortd Sport (B007D12) 
350 Music Box (5170505) 450350 Job- 
fkider (1644091) 


S4C 

Startc 700 The Big Breakfast (97494) 900 
You Bet Your Ufe (45682) 050 Ysgotai 
(675843) 1200 The ParSamer* Programme 
(65746) 1250 SM MattVBt (7496231-00 UH 
06 (67256) 1-30 POrarise lost (73253) 200 
Rfcn: The Bowery (475670) 350 On a Wing 
end a Prayer (8833369) 355 The Prise 
(4456340) 428 SU 23 (3453727) BOO 
Countdown (8368) 650 BroawJde (456) 
800 News (407611) 210 Heno (32967S) 
700 Pobol Y Owm (1833) 750Ar Y Tr (B33) 
800 Stan Hafren (7253) 850 News 
(553104) 856Y&(icil (556291) 32S UpeOck 
on Your Cedar (7M5291) 1050 Rnr The 
Krays (58543S72) 1255 Free For Afl {29302) 
1.18 Close 


RADIO 3 


■i 


&35am Open University: At Social 
Science Summer School 
655 Weather 

700 On Air. with Chris de Soina 
(nckxflng HOmBfion Harty (!n 
tretend: Tfieter’ Orchestra under 
Bryden Thomson, with Cofin 
Fleming, mde, Denise Ktgy. 
tep); Berioz (Overture, King 
Lear London Symphor - 
. Orchestra under CoOn I . 
Haydn (Symphony No 37 mj_ 
prwharmerna Hunoancatmder 


Schwarz's recording -for Delos 
of the complete symphonies of 
. - Howard Hanson (r). 

3J» From Death to UtePaiy 
(Symphony No S in^ rrtror. 
Symphonic Fantasia: London 
Phlfliarmoric under M«hia& 
eamart) _ „ 

4JXFChoral Evansong lSvb from 
■ the Queen's Free Chapel of 
. St George. Windsor Cassie 
5.00 In Turte: Natalie Wheen's 
t is the soprano Lite 


Artal Dorati): Bartok. 
(Rhapsody, Geza Anda. 


: Bertai K30 under 


9^0 Composer 


the Weak: 

itier. 


PrehjdB.JutScumL 
(EEnsembte SatSvaria under 
Paul CoOeaux): Le Rereemert 

de St Pterre: Mtesa Asampta 

est Maris (Les Arts Aortfsanis 

under W«»n Christie): TTwd 

Lesson Irani Teftflbrae of . 

Good FrWay: O vob omnes _ 

ankiuo GShs and Noemi 
9. sopraios. La Parians’ 11 
deMuaque ureter Martin 
G ester) . 

10.10 Midweek Choice, presentad 
J0danSharpeW^ 

kmim? Band under Roy - 
Goodman): Hban&eger 

(SWiq Quintet m A minor. Op 
83. Scrare Quartet Yurtvto 

Node, vfola); YwafoT (Baboon 
Concoto kiG. RV 433: Danin! 
Smith; Zagreb Satotete): 
Puccini (tntBfmazzo, S ucx 
Anoefca- Berto Phtitannonfc 
underHab«1«>n KaraiOT): 

Poutenc(TBlJ« lur - teUB J™2; ^ 

Frificity Lott, soorana Graham 
Johnson, piano)- Slbefius 
(Nigh! «de and Surese: 


7J5S La Damnation de Faust A 
Bveretay of Bertoz'o dramatic 
legend, from tfie Rwal Opera 
. House. Covert Garden. See 
Choice ; _ 

11L2D Echoes of V» White Townr 

The first of two programn^ In 

which the ftemenco guSaitet 
Marcos introduces canto from 
the viftagfB bordering tte 


1045 


Ataedrao^obBdillajaavtey 
iN@M«Mve8, presented by 

1130 

Blake, oetio. Carrfno Palmer, 

i Myden's Song); - 

__ vfChantdu 

Shostakoyich , 
(Sonata. Op 4Q) 

1230-1235am New* . 

1JU-2J25 NWitSchooT In 

Scottetfirt a&R5 at L05pm) 

2^3.10 NlghtSfihool Bdra 



RADIO 4 


5u55am Shtopirw Rxecast 6u00 
Nows Briefing, ind 6j}3 
Weather Old Fuming Today 
025 Prayer for the Day 030 
Today, ind 030, 7.00, 730. 
OOO, 030 News 045 
Business News 055. 7JSS 
Weather 725.025 Sports 
News 755 Thought for the 
O40Yoster&y.ln 
058 Weather 

9.00 News 

94>5 Money Box Bu^et CaB: 
071-580 4444. RfogVincent 
Dugglaby from 8am 
10.00-10.30 News; laroucho Wac 
‘ See 


200 News; The Rahim of 
SfMriocfc Hofmes: The 

Sofilay CycifeL Cfive Merrison 
plays Holmes vrifri Michael 
Williams as Dr Watson. A 
music teacher is being 
toBowed whenever she leaves 
the house 

257 The Wedge Between Us (r) 
3-00 News; FUe on 4: Wendy 
Janes reports &) 

352 Encounters: Christopher 
Cook teams about people 
from the past 

4.00 News 4.05 Kaleidoscope 

reviews the week's film 


'ttyFather (FM only): 

10.00 DaSy Senrtce (LW orVy) 

IMS TheMbte (LW only): .The 
Gospel of Mark. Jutet - 
. Stevenson reads from the 
' Revised English Bible (1/7) to 
1030 Woman's Hour. Clare Jenkins 
11-00 


11.30 Gardeners' Question Time: 

A postbag edition M 
1 ZOO News; You and. Yota*, wfth 
MdhselColGfi 

1225pm Cover Her FSce: Robin 
Effie plays daectiva Adam 
Dofgfeai in the first ot a four- - 
part adaptation by NevSe 

- Teller of foe novelty 
PJ). James 12^5 Weather-: 
The World at One, with 
.lames Nauahllo 

150 The ArdwraW liS Shipping 


and Woffia; and talks to 
composer Joratthan Uoyd 
about his music to 
Hitchcock’s firti. 

455 Telling Stories: The Rafflngs, 
by Ronald Frame. Read by 
Nigel Anthony (i) 

550 PM iMth Wendy Austin and 
Frank Partridge 5J» Shipping 

Forecast 555Woah8r 
6.00 Six O'clock News 
&30 Counterpofrit (r) 

7.00 News 7JBS The Archers 
7-20 Costing the Earth, with Roger 
Harrabinfr^ 


755 Medicine Now (r) 
8.15 Age to Age (rj^ 


B55 In Business: Peter Day 
investigates “pftxlucsr 

choice .RomAprfll, 
p rogramme makers can 
choose whether they wart lo 
use BBC resour»s or 


faT)toimationti« Fanst/iotiioJ. 735pm. . 

■ *■ - —'— piodudioo aD but ouf-tieMiH^S 
iterest whatsoever to the Hstener. 


, with Roger White. 


H 
del 
However, 


under Alexander Gibson); 


35: Kjel Baekkelund and 
Robert Lavire piano) 

1250 French linpresslono pj 
UOOpm News 

1 J)5 Concert HaB: Live from - 

t BraadcaEalng House, London. 
Joachim Rano Trio playa Suk 
1; Schubert ^Trio tn B 


fan-will be of no 

setup in *e mind's ofthe 

vottel and ora>escral wonders. 


3 's annotmcercah set 

visual wonders to cook. 

bSSYM e^totophdes. with a brol 
pitchforit. suid Olga Borodina ts Marguerite. 


not a 


250 Rscoid Ravtew, vwthArthony 
Burton, Buftfins a Lforanr-. 
fockidas reviews of Tippett (A 
CMdafGurTimeJictwn^ef . 
music by Wfltorp iAWW and 
Rameau; and Gerald . 


r mnrifcn Was My Father. Radio 4.10.00am, FM only. 

aSSn ®d!d not give i damn. There an. 
^^SSw^hdpings of Tony Staveaoe’s 

forward to. " 


8-15 

955 The 
Tonfi 
9Jg' 

1000 The World Tonight, with 
. Alexander MacLeod 
1055 The Budget A statement on 
behalf of the Labour party by' 
Gordon Brown, MP, the 
shadow chancellor . 

1055 A Book at Bedtime: Different 
Voices Same Tune. A 
edtection of stories 
American writers. 

Between ttK Trees, by. 

Tan. Read by Lang Yun 
1150 Murder Most Foul: The 
in the Chalkpit . The second 
six reaHrte cruder cases 
featuring the pathologist Dr 
Ke«h Smpson (t) 

11^0 Today In Ptefiamant 
12 . 00 - 1 2.43am News, ind 1227 
Weather 1253 Shipping 12.43 
AS World Service (LWorty) 


■ i . .- ' - ~ ninin > HLW uin 9 RADIO 3: HADK) 4:198KHz/1515lTK FM- 

i52ifte/261 m: FM97-3. CA Pl] ^154«d^ 94m^ 


SATELLITE 


SKY ONE 


(1992)- A rari on a c racK (aaoiY sparte 
urban conKct I27270B) 

425 Ta»n Vamp (1988): A winp becomes a 
handsome vampke (672476). Ends 31565 


(LOOam The DJ Kat Show (38569388) 650 
Lamb Chops Play-a-Long (6019494) 9.10 
Cartoons ^429611] 930 The Pyranid Game 
(29456) 1O00 SBta 4 Hch {97920) 1030 
The BqW and dw Beaihi <980961 11-00 
H«1 to Hart (36765) 1230 Falcon Crest 
(42307) 130pm E Street [456631 130 
AnoUier Wood (4247291) 2.15 Santa Barto 
ra (970678) 255 Mauds (979949) 3.15 
DrfTrart Strahas (968562) 3A5 The DJ Kat 
Show (5678017) 6.00 Star Trek The Next 
Generatran (3456) 6JX) Gamas Worid (7388) 
830 E Street [1340 730 Rescue (4165) 
730 Fomfly Tes (7524) 930 Huniar (61456) 
930 LA Law (74920) 1030 m Living Color 
(13307) 1030 Star Trek The NesO Qanara- 
bon (13727) 1130 Studs (93104) 1230 
Pages from Skytoa 

SKY NEWS 


SKY MOVIES GOLD 


0.15pm Harvey (1950. bAw). Town dns* 
James Stewan befriends a six-foot write 
rabbk (553848331 

830THX1138 (1970): Robert Duval rebets 
agatnsr a unflorm future (416301 
1030The AmHyvUa Horror (1979); James 
Brtfcn and Margot Kidder mow km a 
demonic house (33484). Ends at 12.00 


FvxTOowri (4074Q 930 Athlelics (49307) 
1130 Eurogaak 158543) 1230 Handbal 
(9436® 130pm Figure SLaring (43123) 330 
Car Racing on Ice (91123) 430 karate 
(70630 530 American Cotege Basketball 
(59494) 830 News 16036) 730 American 
BaekaibBl (40524) 930 Motor Racing: South 
Afncan Grand Prtx (27036) 1030 Eunpean 
Football (20123) 1130 Bmlng (79036) 
1230-1230am Eurospon News (51291) 


UK GOLD 


(5555389) 4.00 Dynasty (6000974) 530 
CantSd Camera (2728811) 530 Give Us a 
Clue (54419491830 Neighbors 154315621 
630 One by One (1708611) 730 Father. 
Dear Father (5428098) 830 EassEndera 
(2757123 ) 830 Rings on tea* Fingers 
127366301 930 Rumpote of the Bailey 
CS05291) 1030 The EuV (1617562) 1030 
Rithy. Rich and Calflap (59208141 11.15 
Dick Emery (75-43036) 1135 Flm One 
GoodTwn (1954, tVw) with Monren Wisdtxn 
(9238104) 1.18-230am Videos 15S32383) 


THE MOVIE CHANNEL 


News on the hew. 

S30ara Sunrise (14259) 630 News and 
Business Report (824630) 930 ABC 
Migraine (21678) 1030 Fasten TV (89104) 
1130 Bustfiasc Report (90098) 1230pm 
News and Business Report (8XC0] 130 
Good Morning America (P1349J 230 Parte- 
ment Live (1883% 330 Partament Live 
(48274) 430 News and Buarwss Report 
(7765) 830 Live at Five (80340) 630 News 
and Busness Report (93524) 730 Fashion 
TV (8494) 1030 N#«ne (11369) 1130 
ABC News (74340) 1230am Fashion TV 
(1287S1130 ABC News (91418) 230 Those 
Wtera The Days (1G87Q 330 ABC News 
(1132b 430 Beyond 2000 (20419 530- 
830 ABC News (83383) 


SKY MOVIES PLUS 


(2850494) 

1030 Prime Baby (1989): A teenage gut 
(rains a bind racehorse (34368) 

(1970) Bun Reynolds 
a H» of pjwntes (79534) 

Tire Last of Hi* Secret Agents? 


630am Bede of the Yukon (1944. b/w). 
Stanfeig Gypsy Rosa Lee (46543) 

830 Tha Prog Prinsa (1987): The G«mm 
brothere' tany-EUe (07543) 

1030 The Adventures at Mareo Polo 
(1938. bfw). Win Gaiy Cooper (25630) 
1230 Hands Across the Table (1E*35. 
tVwV Carole Lombeid has te choose 
between money and low (31974) 

230pm Going Apol (1981)- Tony Darca 
looks alter a family of orang-utans (68901) 
430 The Frag Prince [as Sam) (9630) 

630 Oman Card (1690) G&arb Depatfeu 
and Ancfe MacOowe* emoaik on a marriage 
d convenience (86765) 

830 A Shock to the System |1990) 
Michael Caine mailers he way up the 
corporate tedder (589621 
1030 I Posed for Playboy |i99l): Lynda 
Cartel. Mehete Greene and Amaida Peter¬ 
son decade ip pwe naked (640307) 

1130 Class Action (1991) Rather Bird 
daughter Gene Hackman and Mary Etaabeih 
Mastranorro are mral lawyers 1141746) 
135am Sctesora (1991) Favy-tate starring 
JoTwry Depp and VVViarta Ryder (551 i&f] 
3.15 Friday the 13th Part Kt (1982J- The 
masked kiBer strtes again (966M2) 

435 The Hurricane (1937. b/w) A storm 
threatens an siand(66S67128) End&atfiJO 


830am Ranbow (520E6543) 6.15 Button 
Moon (52053096) 630 -'em (88671041730 
Flash Gordon (2287901) 730 Neighbours 
(2206036) (LOO Sons and Daughter 
(1613746) 830 EastEndare (1612017) 930 
The an (18G3369) 9.30 One Ov One 
(6608601) 1030 Runpote of iris Badey 
(3226369) 1130 Don't wax Lip (3660253) 
1230 Sons and Daughters (1816833) 
1230pm Neighbours (6025669) 1-00 East 
Endere I2286272J 130 The Bill (60176301 
230 Father, Dear Father 127446591 230 
FLngs on Thau Fngms (5430833) 330 Dates 


THE CHILDREN’S CHANNEL 


6-OOam Stories Without Watte (77253) 630 
Cancwn Capers (9691098) 7.15 Ktssy Fur 
(608494) Bj 45 JacK m the Box (443814) 
10-45 Stor»g Without Words (3(Sfc62) 11.15 
Cannon Capers (9778949) 1230 Boy 
Dototc (77794) 1230pm Mask (53036) 
130 Jack n the Box (B0253) 330 Klsav Fur 
(13369) 430 Spiff and Hercutes (9543) 430 
The Legend of When Fang (5727) 530 Hans 
and Dog (9291) 530 Sawed by the Bel 
(9307) 630-7.00 Fame (38727) 


SKY SPORTS 


430 Hm&oSta^S^197U- Rosalind 


RussbII joins tta OA (83881 
830 Prtoia Baby (as 10am) (68123) 

830 My Son Johnny (19911: Conn Nemec 
is dnven to commiT murder by hs elder 
brother Rfk Schroeder 150340) 

11130 New Jack CKy (IBBriJ- Pofasnen 
Judd Nelson and Ice-T pursue drug baron 
WedteySrroee 1642765) 

1130 Enwbn d9B7) Erotica r46U31] 
1.10am Daddy's DyW... Whtf* Oat ttw 

WO? (1990). A family mounts a death-bed 

vigiL Starring Beau Badges (299789) 

236 ki tha Una of Daly: Street wars 


630am Stretch (13982) 730 Trucks 
■n - Tractor i«H20) 730 Motor Wbnd (54727) 
830 Cod Ftetag ( 55678 ) 930 Stretch 
(757461 930 Srewbosrdng (19678) 1030 
Drag Racing (37562) 1030 Fla Wand Youth 
C n srnpfflTElup: Engtand v Ghana (24340) 
1230pm Tennrs f75890ll 330 BaefoetbaB 
(32388) 530 World Spon Special (6949) 
530 Motor World £475! 830 Soccer News 
(393100 633 Fifa World Youih Champion- 
Ship IBS 10 30 am) ( 96105 ) 7.00 FA Cup 
Footbafl' SriefTeU Wednesday v Derby 
County G27140) 1030 Asan Open Snoonet 

(72098) 1ZMM30Bn» Tennis (5128789) 

EUROSPORT 


730am Step Aerobes (72123) 830 


RADI01 


RADIO 2 


RADIO 5 


FM Stereo and MW. 4JXhKm Bruno Brookes 
with The Earty Breakfast Shew (FM only) 630 
Simon Maya 030 Simon Bales 1230pm 
rews&sat 1235 Jakki BramBea 330 Sieve Wngha in the Ahemoon 830 Lynn Pareom's 
Maga Hta 630 News "93 730 Evewig Sisssron 930 The Skwb Edeatifc SaJ Show 1030 
Nidry Campbefl Goes Into trie n^k i230-43Qam Ncky Home (FM only) 

FM Sierea 530am Sarah Kennedy 6.15 
Pause for Thouffn 730 Wake Up to Wegan 
9.15 Pause tor Thcugtt 930 Kai Bruce 1130 
Jenny'Yang230pm Gtore Humford 330 Ed Stewat535 John Dum730 Jm Uoyd wflri 
Ft* on 2 830 EuroIoBc In Concert: The Spanish group La (Aisgana 830 Cider 'n' Song (f) 
930Bamtay Ma930 Noat Ogden. The Ogams Entertains 1030 The Jamesox 1235am 
Jazz Parade 1 9sm Steve Madden Mh Nigh: Rxto 3.00430am Wex Lester 

Nows and sport on the hour until 730pm. 
435am'Tesi Ma!=h Special. Sri Lanka v 
Enjand from Cctombo 630 Monwg EtSuon 
Update 7.15 Test Mach Speoal' Sn Lanka v England 1135 Jorme Water m#i The AM 
AUcmatrve 1230pm Ectocabon Matters 135 Schools. Topic Resources 7-0; 130 Dance 
Workshop: 130 Verse Universe. 130 Time and Tune - Muse Ccurao Z 8.10 Drama 
Workshop230 ChaHanham Festivai: 2J50 Sin AQance Chase; 330 Coral Gyp. 435 Queen 
Mother Champoi Chase430 Five Aside 830 The Crouton Year 04) 7.15 Tha Ft and 08 k 
S lones, by Grama Layton [3/5> 730Trevor Broking'sFcctbel! NlgN - Glasgow Rangers v FC 
Bruges from box 1030 HI the North, nd 1130 Spcri 1230.12.10 br> News: Sport 43S- 
630 Test Mach Spectat: Sn Lanxa v England 

Al txne& in GMT, 430am Busness Report 
430 TfBWf end'JIteaher 43S Progwimes r 
German 530Europe Today 536 Weather 630 
New 6.14 Travel 8.15 The World Today 630 Progammea m French 639 Waaiher 730 
N^730DBwkBrt)6nt 'S3 630 News 8.10 Words of Fafih M3 A Taae ol Soul830Quote. 
LtoflUBfO 930 Naws 835Business Hepof7ftWCounDySjyiaS30A Bad Press? 835 Sfcort 
1030 OranjbUB 1030Jte2 tor tlwteionB 1130 News1139 Travel 1130 BBC En^sh HAS 

Matafftmapjai 11.69 Bustoess Update Naan News 12.1 Opm Words of Fash 12 . 1 s New 

fdaSa 1235 From InjSo to Ertfiiand 1236 Sports Rtxmdup 130 News235 OuHoqk 230 Off 

IhcShdt.RaagDcrtiari 2-45 Good Books 330 ftewc 3.15 The Brain 3 30 Much andrigm tt« 

Mash 430 News A15 BBC Fngfch 439 News 9t French430 Prosyammea In GemianS30 

N»a and Business Report 5.14 Tnaef S.1S BBC Enstoh 530 Programmes in French 630 
NewE 830 Programmes in German 830 News 8.10 The World Today 83S Wom&ol Path 

830 Europe Tonight 930 News 10.15 Sports toremat tonal 1035 Spot 1130 ferns 1135 

Buaneea ftepon n.is From CW Own ConeqxmdeN 1130 Itettradt 2 IflcMtom News 

1230am Much &ndtog n the Marsh 130 News 133 Outlook 130 Waveguxte 1^10 Btxrtr 

Chtfce 135 The Fafimno wexw 230 Newsoesk 230 Sprats tmemaionai 330 News 315 

Sport 338 Aasigranera 430 NOW 4.15 The Fannng World 

G30sn Nick Bafoy 930 Robert Booth 1230 

Susannah Simone 230pra Lunchtirrn Cover- 

tt Hanley (Concerto tor 23 " 


WORLD SERVICE 


CLASSIC FM 



: -^K3ffifomuafnorin'i 1 


?5¥*r!15i5i 1.9usse4830 Ctassc raiConcar BeshJBrandertiiag1 Concerto No q; Handel (Muse to Sis 



Worse things 
happen ashore 


Disaster at sea is something' we all learn to live with. 
But worse things can happen ashore - when sailors 
grow old, become disabled, fall on hard times, leave 
widows to be cared for and children to be educated. 


King George's Fund looks after Royal Navy and Royal 
Mamies widows and orphans from two World Wars 


and the Falklands Campaign to the present day. It is 
also the vital safety net for the many organisations 
serving the Merchant and Fishing Fleets. In 1992 
alone, over SO maritime charities received more than 
£2-Ira in help from KGFS. 


All these charities rely heavily on ns - as we need to 


reiv 

rely on yon. Your gift and your legacy will be their 
lifebelt in a very special sense. Please give us your 
support! 



KING 
GEORGE^ 
FUNDForSAILORS 


The Safety Net for all Seafarers 
I CheshamStreet.LondonSWIX8NF 
. Tel: 071-235 2884 Charity 226446 


















































FOOTBALL 48 

YOUNG ENGLAND ON 
BRINK OF 
WORLD FINAL 


RACING 49 ,, 

SURPRISE DEFEAT 
‘ FOR SYBILLIN 
AT CHELTENHAM 


WEDNESDAY MARCH 17 1993 




Champion display. Scudamore powers dear on Granville Again at the final flight to capture the Champion Hurdle yesterday. Photograph: lan Stewart 


Spanish referees 
in strike threat 

From Edward Owen in Madrid 


Rangers’ hopes hit 


SPANISH first and second 
division referees have 
threatened to go on strike 
this weekend amid allega¬ 
tions that they are guilty of 
incompetence or being 
bribed. 

They said the action will 
go ahead unless the Spanish 
football federation dears 
their reputation by taking to 
task the presidents of the 
three dubs at the top of (he 
league who criticised them. 
The referees will announce 
their decision today as the 
Spanish press publishes 
league tables of the alleged 
errors. 

“The dubs have to accept 
that referees’ mistakes will 
not disappear, because they 
are human." Antonio L6pez, 
Nieto, one of the referees, 
said. "It is wrong to say that 
when they do occur it is 
because of bad intentions. 
This weekend a lot is at 
stake for Spanish footbalL" 

But a spokesman for die 
football federation said the 
league programme would go 
ahead even if referees had to 
be brought up from the 
third division or from 
abroad. The strike is also in 
protest at reforms proposed 
by the football federation on 
conditions. qualifications 
and criteria for referees. 

The dispute arose after 
last weekend’s matches be¬ 
tween Barcelona and 
Deport fvo la Coruna and 
Real Madrid and Logrones. 
The presidents of Deportrvo 
and Real accused referees 
of bad decisions which they 
said had affected the out¬ 


come of the games. 

DeportJvo, the league 
leaders until recently, ban a 
man sent off and conceded a 
penalty in a 3-0 defeat while 
Real also gave away a penal¬ 
ty in their 2-2 home draw 
against Logrones. Real or 
Barcelona have won the 
Spanish league 25 and 12 
times respectively since 
1929. 

Augusta C6sar htndoira. 
president of Deportivo. said: 
"Until now I did not think 
that the referees had bad 
intentions. Until now 1 
thought it was a question of 
luck. Now I don't think 
that’s it It has been an 
marimissabte disgrace. They 
are making sure that the 
referees make us go.” 

Ramon Mendoza, of Real 
Madrid, who dropped a 
vital point against lowly 
Logrofies at the weekend, 
said: “The referees can de¬ 
cide the league." 

Michael Laudrup, 28, the 
Danish international striker 
who plays for Barcelona, 
said: "There are no referee s 
that make mistakes in fa¬ 
vour of one team or another. 
The problem is the general 
level of the referees is tow.” 

Jos6 Luis Nunez, the Bar¬ 
celona president, and coach¬ 
es and players of other dubs 
have also been sharply criti¬ 
cal of referees, who are 
resentful at the allegations. 

"They have insulted us 
and humiliated us. and we 
have kept quiet But there's 
a limit and the time has 
come to say ‘enough'," one 
embittered official saul 


By Roddy Forsyth 

RANGERS will attempt to 
extend their unbeaten se¬ 
quence to a remarkable 44 
games against Bruges in the 
European Champions League 
at Ibrox tonight, with re¬ 
sources that have been deplet¬ 
ed to an alarming degree. 

No fewer than seven first- 
choice players are injured and, 
of these, it appeared yesterday 
that only Trevor Steven, who 
Last played on February 23, 
has a chance ofbeing included 
in the squad tonight 

It was confirmed that Gary 
Stevens, who is to undergo an 
ankle operation tomorrow, is 
out for the rest of the season 
while Ferguson. Gough and 
Robertson look certain to be 
absent. 

Huistra, the scorer of toe 
goal that earned Rangers their 
1-1 draw in Belgium two 
weeks ago, is also doubtful 
while Goram. who has missed 
three matches because of fin 
and a knee injury, has re¬ 
sumed training but not at¬ 
tempted a thorough workout 

Rangers* notable attribute 
this season has been to play in 
toe same style, home or away, 
regardless of the composition 
of the team. Smith has used 
23 players since August but he 
admitted yesterday that for 
the first lime, he might have to 
devise a strategy specifically to 
stut his starting eleven. 

"Usually, we can switch 
players or bring others in as 
replacements." ne said. “But if 
Gough and Robertson fail to 
make it, then we are getting a 


Group A 

p w D L F A PB 
Mareeaea.^ 3 1 2 0 6 3 4 

Rongera_ 3 1 2 0 4 3 4 

Bcuoes-3 111 2 4' 3 

caw- 3 0 12 1 3 1 

PREVIOUS RESULTS: Bruges J. CSKA 
Moscow o; Rsngora 2. Marscflos 2; CSKA 
Moscow 0, Ranges 1; Mareedlos a Bnjgas 
ft Bnnes 1, Ranges 1; CSKA Mosaw 1, 


FIXTURES: Today: MarseSes v CSKA 
Moscow; Ranoets v Brugas. Apr! 7: CSXA 
Moscow v Bulges; MarceBss v Ranges. 
And 21: Bnrgra v MareoBes Rangore v 
CSKA Moscow. 


bit short of cover there and we 
might have to change one or 
two things at the baric" 

Robertson hurt a hamstring 
stretching for the ball in 
Rangers* 3-0 victory over Hi¬ 
bernian on Saturday and it is 
likely to deprive him of his 
record as the only player to 
have taken part in every first- 
team fixture this season. 

His pace is an extremely 



Steven: fit to return 


ACROSS DOWN 

I Disgorge (5) 1 Sweet thick liquid (5) 

4 DueDistf aides i7) 2 Enrage greatly (7) 

8 Got better (9) 3 Enjw sumptuousness 

9 Golf peg {3) (4,4.f.4) 

10 Play on words (3) 4 Tiny crustacean (6) 

11 Satirised(9) 5 Rito of behaviour 

13 FcoMS? 6 Unacceptable (3 J) 

16 Location (9) » 

18 Morning moisture (3) Hold in abQrance (71 

20 Seaeagfe(3J 14 DcMif attjT) 

21 Sticking out (9) Cotoesr season (6) 

22 Otampionshipcto- ** Soldier'sjadjtf|51 

terminer (7) 19 Flour grass (5) 

23 Taut (5) 

SOLUTIONS TO NO 3047 

ACROSS: f Hunger 5 Carrot 8 Leap 9 Adequate 

10 Thebes 12 Huff 15 Scared to death 16 Clad 17 Dangle 

19 Amenable 21 Blow 22 Sleepy 23 Future 

DOWN: Z Unethical 3 Gap 4 Rhapsody 5 Crew 0 Rough- 
hewn 7 Out 11 Bara dance 13 Fatal hour 14 Gold leaf 
18 Ably 20 M3 21 Bit 


17 Dangle 


8S2 4575(24 Ins) or CDS: 


Group B 

P W D L F .A PIS 
AC Wan— 3 3 0 0 7 1 6 

GUtaentMB- 3 2 0 1 4 5 4 

Porto- 3 0 1 2 2 4 1 

Bndhown— 3 0 1 2 4 7 1 

PREVIOUS RESULTS: AC Mkn 4, *=K 
Gotbentug 0; Porto 2. PSV Eindhoven 2; 
BFK Gottuntjug 1, Porto ft. PSV EM- 
troen 1. AC Wan 2; Rxto 0. AC Mflan 1; 
PSV Bndhovsn 1, ffK Gotfnrtug 3. 

FIXTURES: Todw: AC Wan v ftm FK 
Gcthurtoua v rev BndYMXj- Afxt 7: FK 
Goltenbura » AC Mac PSV EMkhoi v 
Porta Aprt SI: AC Wan * PSV EMhomn; 
Porto v fFK GorhnrtMg. 


important component of 
Ranges’ defensive arrange¬ 
ments and. in Bruges two 
weeks ago, he used it to telling 
effect to contain toe menace of 
Amokadu. Bruges" electrify¬ 
ing Nigerian toward. 

When Bruges attempted to 
knock the ball over toe Rang¬ 
ers back four to fire 
Amokachi. Robertson was 
able to peel off into- the 
vulnerable space in front of 
goal to seal the opening. But 
there is no other player with 
the same speed who can be 
drafted in. 

Bruges, too, hare problems, 
but not on the same scale as 
the Scottish champions. 
Queiter. wbo operated effect¬ 
ively as a sweeper a fortnight 
ago, is suspended while 
another experienced defender, 
VenpaSto was left behind in 
Belgium because erf injury. 

Diszti and Pforie. who did 

Uke/y^^sura thefTeeritral 
defensive partnership- This 
would permit Stadens to re¬ 


ify Raymond Keene, Chess 
Correspondent 
This position is from the 
game Dorfman —. Varga. 
Cannes 1993. The blade 
king’s lack of flight squares 
should sound a warning befi 
here. Not surprisingly, white 
has a winning- fl iml w iaH flB. 
Can you see it? 

Solution on page 48. 


By PHILIP HOWARD 

ENCIERRO 
au Human ashes 

b. Driving bulls 

c. A threnody refrain 
TO ADO 

a. A party invitation 

b. A brown-nosing creep 

**■ iK.w, ifl j. firfi 


turn to his {dace in midfield 
alongside toe dynamic van der 
Ha¬ 


th at Rangera will race most 
problems if Smith has to 
■ w f i nfli ft fh» ft»awi dra matical 
Ty and be must devise some 
way of preventing van derHst 
from having die freedom be 
enjoyed in Belgium. 

Nevertheless, both manag¬ 
ers predicttbai the contest will 
dasdy resemble the fast meet¬ 
ing of the sides. “I certainly 
hope it does," Hugo Broos,the 
Bruges manager, said yester¬ 
day. “I do not believe a draw 
would be a c a tas t rophe for 
other side because we both 
stiU have to play Marseilles 
and CSKA Moscow. But if 
one side loses, I think it will be 
impossible for them to reach 
die final” 

Smith concurred but added: 
"Bruges will play Marseilles in 
Belgium but we have to go to 
France, so obviously a win 
could have great significance 
for us. I think, though, that 
there is a great deal of football 
still to be played in tins section. 

"Tonight could be more 
difficult for us than marry 
people have supposed, simply 
because the format of toe 
Champions League encour¬ 
ages teams to be adventurous 
away from home.” 

RANGERSJftatfr A Gown or AMamad S 
VfcCai. D Hopertettior c Ymkxxrtie. N 
Ussy. D McFWwjn. j grown. S Pnmkv. 
T Snail Durara. A MoOotaL M itti 

Haawi, D Gordon, A M*T»*Ctiw*o. 


StmSrn*. J Befeaire. D Vwmsata. S van da 
D F S 00 ^- T Oeluto*c«^. 

K an Tom. Q V o rtwyart. 



JONING 
a. Verbal insults 
b: A Chinese dynasty 
e Playing truant 
PROSOPAGNOSIA . 

a. An Ahriitorock-piarit 

b. Failure to recognise 

c. Divination by card- 
throwing 




ends Pipe’s 


major prize 

By Richard Evans, racing correspondent 


FOR toe Irish and a sea of 
trifeyhatted National Hunt 
stalwarts wbo descended on 
Cheltenham yesterday, the 
result- that mattered, was 
GranviBe Again;landing the 
Smmfit Champion Hurdle fox: 
Peter Scudamore and Martin 


But for those with the long- 
term future of racing ami the 
bloodstock industry ait heart 
the day’s real winner was 
provided by Nonnan lament, 
toe Chancellor aftheExche- 
quer. at Westminsterwhenbe ‘ 
announced in the Budget a 
: value-added tax package esti¬ 
mated to be worth E30 amnion 
to toe sport. 

With Britain’s position in 
European, bloodstock in- 
dustzy under threat because 
of toe disadvantages of a 17.5 
per cent VAT rate (co mpa re d 
to 2.7 per cent in Ireland), 
Lament announced flat own¬ 
ers could register forVAT and 
reclaim the tax on afl racing- 
related expenditure mdn d mg 
the purchase of house? and 
training fees. 

Nevertheless, yesterday be¬ 
longed to Vipe. The talents of 
the self-taught trainer, wbo 
has risen from beginner to 
champion, used. to. be Ac¬ 
knowledged with onfy grudg¬ 
ing reluctance by some 

supposedly superior contem¬ 
poraries as toe winners 
flowed from his Somerset 
yard. Sellers and daimers 
woe one tiring, they sneered, 
but he had not trained areal 
champion. ■ • 

He baa now. Pipe hhnseff 
immediately passed on much 
of the . credn to Michael 
Dickinson, who held centre. 
stage in.fbe National Hunt 
banting ranks before Pipe 
arrived rax the seme. 

A series , of prob l e ms -over 
the winter prevented Gran¬ 
ville Again from converting 
ids latent ami ability into 
performance on the course. 
“We were always hopeful we 
could get him right on toe 
day. Tins has been his target 
afl season. I karat a lot from 
Michael Dickinson when I 
went to see hnn tn the United 
States," Pipe said. 

“We gave toe horse a rest. 
Talking to Michael Dickin¬ 
son, be said the right thing to 

do was to let him down which 
is something I have never 
done with him before and we 
brought him back up for the 
Champion." 


The risky preparation only 
showed signs of-paying a_ 
dividend ten days ago. Until 
then. Scudamore was com¬ 
mitted to riding Granville 
Again’* stable companion. 
Valfinet Without directing 
the champion jockey towards 
wfaidi horse to ride in yester¬ 
day's feature race. Pipe gentiy 
steered his friend towards 
Gnuivifle Again Finally, on ^ 
Monday, Scudamore sat on Vj. 
the sevcnyearold for a final 
test ran and decided on the 
switch. . 

" AS Granville Again forged 
up : fee. Cheltenham ' hill, to 
deny' ; RoyaI Derfai and 
Halkopous, Scudamore’s 
whip-carrying arm. revolved 
like a windmill, mare in 
celebration than anger. 

Scudamore said: " I was 
always going well and bad a 
lovely ride. Everything 
opened up for me as it does 
when you're travelling so. 
comfortably.” 

The winning jockey was 
quick to put the viranyinto j 


Champion Hurdle 

1, GramNe Again (P Scudamore, 13-2) 

2, RoyalDattaJ . (M Peirett. 50-lJ 

3, HaBcopous (AMaguK}. 9-1) 

FkM/n T-2 taic Trainer: M Rpa. 16 ran. 


perspective, though. Earlier 
that mooting Scudamore and 

his weighing-room colleagues 

had learned that fellow jockey 
Dai Tegg was seriously ill in 
hoiqritaF after suffe rin g a 
brain haemorrhage while 
asleep. ] . 

. “Ajtot of people were think¬ 
ing of Dai Tegg before toe 
race. It puts all of this into its 
rightful place,". Scudamore 
said.. . . 

~ Two of the other races on 
the opening day went to the 
Into, there famous roar echo¬ 
ing round the Cotswokls as 
Montelado shot dear two 
flights out in toe Trafalgar 
House ..Supreme Novices’ 
Hurdle to win by 12 lengths 
from Lemon’s MilL 
Ireland’s champion Charlie 
Swan, rider of Montelado, 
completed a marveDous first- 
day double wiren Fissure Seal 
took the American Express 
Gold Card Handicap Hurdle 
FinaL , ... 

Cheltenham card, page 49 






of the 

Softwase World. 



. I 

TT is an “open” secret that Oracle Carp, the 
X hagest database vendor on Earth, choose Sim 
as the primary development platform for its next 


| It might be the sheer iitmiber-cnnutoing speed of 
i Sun SPARCstarions. Or Son’s expertise in distributed 
j cKent/server computing. They might have been 
swayed by Sun’s robust UNIX development 
environment, symmetric multiprocessing and 


Or just tieassntied that Son arc the world’s fastest 

growing computer company* 

Thus ORACLE users on Sun have the benefit of 
earfipst access to pew products, like the latest 
release, ORACLET. For more information, please 
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